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Gov. Greg Abbott recently 
appointed Schreiner Univer-
sity’s Don Frazier to a com-
mittee tasked with promoting 
the greatness of Texas and its 
people. 

The 1836 Project commit-
tee, created by H.B. 2497, 
will be funded by the Texas 
Education Agency and shall 
“promote patriotic education 
and increase awareness of the 

Texas values that continue to 
stimulate boundless prosperity 
across this state,” in the lan-
guage of the new statute.

“I am honored and pleased 
to have been selected by 
the governor for this impor-
tant task,” Frazier said in a 
press release from Schreiner 
University. “The history and 
culture of Texas is compel-
ling, and in many ways, our 
state is the best expression of 
the American ideal. We don’t 
always get it right in Texas, but 

we always try to get it right. 
That is an important tale to tell 
— honestly — especially as we 
face a future of unprecedented 
growth. Natives and newcom-
ers alike need to find their 
place in this story.”

Frazier, who holds a Doctor 
of Philosophy in History, 
directs The Texas Center, estab-
lished at the university to offer 
“opportunities for students and 
the general population to learn 

About Don Frazier
Frazier is the director of The Texas Center 

at Schreiner University and previously 
was a professor at McMurry University 
in Abilene for more than 25 years. He is 
an elected member of the Philosophical 
Society of Texas, scholar/director of the Texas 
Historical Foundation and a former member 
of the Texas State Historical Association. 
Additionally, he is a board member of the Heart of the Hills Heritage 
Center and is an advisor to The Alamo Historical Advisory Committee. 

Frazier received a Bachelor of Arts in Communication from The 
University of Texas at Arlington and a Master of Arts and a Doctor of 
Philosophy in History from Texas Christian University.
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Kerr County 4-H kicked off its year of activities 
Tuesday at the Hill Country Youth Event 
Center with the 4-H Big Bash — an event 
designed to not only attract new members 
to the organization, but to allow new and 
returning members to get a look at the 
diverse activities available through the 
program.

Jennifer Smith, Kerr County extension 
agent and 4-H/youth coordinator, was at 
Tuesday evening’s event and said she was 
excited to see such a large turnout.

“We hope we get lots of kids enrolling 
tonight,” Smith said, “but if we can just 
change one life, it’s enough.”

The Happy Bank Expo Center at the 
event center was lined 
with more than 20 
display tables, each 
highlighting a different 
activity in which 
4-H members can 
participate — cooking 
and nutrition, sewing 
and photography 
to archery, animal 
husbandry, horses and 
outdoor challenges. 

A current 4-H 
member was present 
at each table, giving 
visitors information 

“W
e hope 
we get 
lots of 

kids enrolling tonight, 
but if we can just 
change one life, it’s 
enough.”

JENNIFER SMITH,  
Kerr County extension agent  

and 4-H coordinator
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Peterson Regional Medical 
Center admissions for  
COVID-19 remain high, tying a 
record from Friday, Sept. 3, with 42 
on Wednesday. Three of the admit-
ted patients have been vaccinated. 

Of the 42 inpatients, four are on 
ventilators, two are on Vapotherm 
and two are on high-flow oxygen.

Vapotherm is a high velocity ther-
apy for spontaneously breathing 
patients. It converts a patient’s nasal, 
oral and pharyngeal spaces into a 
reservoir of optimally conditioned 
gas and decreases the work involved 

in breathing, according to hospital 
officials.

Kerr County has reported 15 new 
positive cases, but no new deaths. 
The death count remains at 106.

“We are still seeing a high patient 
load, confirmed by Peterson Health, 
and we are still seeing a bunch of 
newly infected cases that aren’t 
in the hospital,” said Kerr County 
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A fight that erupted at Tivy 
High School six months ago 
in the wake of the death of a 
20-year-old man in Bexar County 
led a grand jury to indict three 
teens on felony charges. 

The teens are Donivyn James 
Irvin, 18, Carlos Aurelio Gonzalez, 
17, and Ernest Jesse Constante, 
18. Police accused them of fight-
ing over words written on the 
internet after the March 5 slaying 
of Hector Chavera. Gonzalez and 
Constante appear to have been 
friends or allies of Chavera or a 
member of Chavera’s family.

“This physical altercation was 
found to be connected to a recent 
Bexar County murder where 
a Hector Chavera was killed,” 
wrote Kerrville Police Department 
Investigator James Machetta in a 
March 12 report. “The incident is 
believed to have occurred due to 
social media posting and appears 
to be a planned/orchestrated 
event.”

Machetta wrote that he 
received information on March 
12 that “Irvin had made 

KPD: Fight sparked 
after local man killed 
in Bexar County

Local historian enters culture warLocal historian enters culture war
Governor appoints Schreiner’s Don Frazier to work on 1836 Project Governor appoints Schreiner’s Don Frazier to work on 1836 Project 

Don Frazier is involved with several historical groups, including the Alamo Historical Advisory Committee, which works to preserve the history of the site. (Image by Sean Pavone)

See 1836, page 5A

3 teens 
facing 
felonies

POLICE REPORT

COVID UPDATE

Hospital: 42 admissions with coronavirus on Wednesday

“W
e are still seeing 
a high patient 
load, confirmed by 

Peterson Health, and we are still 
seeing a bunch of newly infected 
cases that aren’t in the hospital.”

WILLIAM B. “DUB” Thomas,
Kerr County Emergency Management Coordinator See COVID, page 8A

See FELONIES, page 8A

KERR COUNTY 4-H

TOP: Conception Valdez, 9, makes herself comfortable inside a tent as she 
helps out at the outdoor challenge display at the 4-H Big Bash event Tuesday 
evening at the Hill Country Youth Event Center. 
ABOVE: Robotics was a very popular table at the 4-H Big Bash event on 
Tuesday. Working with some of the robots are, from left, fifth grader Sebastian 
Gutierrez, eighth grader Cooper Mueck and fifth grader Grant Gutierrez. 
LEFT: Seth O’Fiel, a second grader at Notre Dame Catholic School, did not want 
to let the rabbit go, so he sat at the rabbits table for awhile. It was one of the 
tables of activities available at the 4-H Big Bash event at the Hill Country Youth 
Event Center on Tuesday.
(Times photos by Roger Mathews/photo@dailytimes.com)See 4-H, page 8A

Local youth 
turn out for 
Big Bash
Event gives kids a chance 
to see what 4-H has to offer
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