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CORONAVIRUS

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Active COVID-19 cases declined 
slightly over the weekend — the first 
drop in weeks — but the death toll 
increased.

Patients who remain contagious 
were at 755 Tuesday morning, down 
from 778 Friday but still above the 
745 recorded a week ago, according 

to data from the Texas Department 
of State Health Services. The state 
reported 193 deaths from the corona-
virus in Nacogdoches County since 
the pandemic began. That’s up from 
173 total deaths right before the high-
ly contagious delta variant began to 
spread.

Health care officials have said the 
vast majority of hospitalizations 
have been people who have not been 

vaccinated.
Fifty-four COVID-19 patients were 

hospitalized here Tuesday morning 
— roughly 40% of all hospitalizations 
and 7% of all active cases — with 18 

in intensive care, according to South 
East Texas Regional Advisory Coun-
cil, a regional health care coalition. 
The county has 22 operational ICU 
beds with the ability to expand tem-
porarily to 26.

Local vaccine clinics continue 
each Friday though the end of Octo-
ber but with shorter hours because 
of decreasing demand.

“We’re going to shrink the hours 

a little bit from now on,” said Nacog-
doches Fire Chief Keith Kiplinger. 
“We’re going to go from 9 a.m. to 1 or 
2 p.m. so we’re not there from 8 to 6.”

Meanwhile, Pfizer said Monday its 
COVID-10 vaccine works for children 
ages 5 to 11 and will seek U.S. au-
thorization for that age group in the 
coming weeks, which could lead to a 

ELECTIONS 2022
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

County Court At-Law Judge 
Jack Sinz has formally an-
nounced that he’s seeking re-
election.

Sinz, who has held the bench 
since 2002, had previously filed 
campaign paperwork with the 
county elec-
tion’s office, but 
made his deci-
sion public late 
last week.

“It has been 
an honor and 
a privilege to 
serve the citi-
zens of Nacog-
doches County,” 
Sinz said in a statement. “I look 
forward to earning the oppor-
tunity to serve another term. 
We must return the court to its 
pre-pandemic efficiency as we 
continue managing the chal-
lenges caused by COVID.”

Sinz will face at least one chal-
lenger, Assistant County Attor-
ney Paige Pattillo, in the Repub-
lican primary.

The court at-law has general 
jurisdiction. Sinz presides over 
half of the family law cases in 
the county, all class A and B mis-
demeanor cases, probate and 
guardianship, mental health 
commitments, eminent domain, 
lawsuits of up to a quarter mil-
lion dollars and eviction appeals.

“The wide variety of cases 
keeps things interesting and 
challenging,” Sinz said. “It is ac-
tually one of the most appealing 
aspects of this office. Due to the 
broad jurisdiction, I must main-
tain an understanding in many 
areas of the law, and I enjoy hav-
ing the opportunity to interact 
with people from all walks of  
life.”

In 2009, Sinz was the first 
judge in Nacogdoches County 
to review and sign from home 
a search warrant for blood in a 
driving while intoxicated case. 
He is still the primary judge 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

BY SARAH FULLER
Contributing Writer

The iconic train on Raguet 
Street soon will be pulling 
out of Nacogdoches for the 
final time.

Moving operations will 
begin Wednesday, Oct. 6, for 
the 36-ton Shay locomotive 
outside Stephen F. Austin 
State University’s Forestry 
Building.

Following its transport 
to Harbor Springs, Mich-

igan, the Harbor Springs 
Area Historical Society and 
its partners will conduct 
much-needed renovations 
and display the locomotive 
where it will introduce vis-
itors to the contributions 

of Ephraim Shay, inventor 
of the Shay locomotive and 
longtime Harbor Springs 
resident.

Built in October 1907 by 
the Lima Locomotive and 
Machine Works of Lima, 

Ohio, the two-truck Shay 
locomotive ferried count-
less loads of cut timber from 
East Texas forests to saw-
mills in Manning and Cam-
den until the early 1920s.

After remaining idle for 
nearly half a century at a 
railroad siding facility in 
Camden, the locomotive, 
originally owned by W. T. 
Carter and Brother Lumber 
Company, was donated to 

Art at heart

Locomotive and log car leaving SFA
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The Shay locomotive on the Stephen F.  Austin State University Campus 
will soon be leaving for a new home in Michigan.

Josh Edwards/The Daily Sentinel

A man browses though paintings at ArtFest on Saturday in Downtown Nacogdoches. Artists and artisans filled 
downtown offering demonstrations and selling their works.
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A man creates glass art with a blowtorch flame during 
Saturday’s ArtFest in downtown Nacogdoches.
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Two young girls look at a display during 
Saturday’s ArtFest in downtown Nacogdoches.

Josh Edwards/The Daily Sentinel

A boy plays triangle at a booth devoted to music 
during the ArtFest on Saturday in downtown 
Nacogdoches.

Cases decline as deaths increase
Vaccine info
Visit tinyurl.com/VacNac to see 

information about vaccination clinics 

Judge Sinz 
is seeking 
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Sinz

City moves 
forward 
with plans

“We are extremely grateful it has found a new 

home and will be restored for display at the 

longtime home of the locomotive’s inventor, 

Ephraim Shay.”
DR. HANS WILLIAMS

SFA’S DEAN OF FORESTRY AND AGRICULTURE

Council tells staff to 
draw up contracts for 
later consideration

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

After an hour of discussion 
in a packed council chamber, 
Nacogdoches City Council 
members agreed, Council-
woman Kathleen Belanger 
notwithstanding, to pursue 
a contract with an outside 
consulting firm for two long-
range studies.

Tuesday’s discussion-on-
ly workshop resulted in no 
action, but four of the five 
council members encouraged 
city staff  to prepare for the 
council’s future consideration 
a contract with DTJ Design to 
compile a downtown master 
plan and comprehensive plan 
update that would include a 
housing assessment and Inter-
state 69 corridor study.

Belanger urged fellow 
council members to continue 
to seek ways to save money 
on the plans, adding she does 
not believe DTJ is the best con-
tractor for the job.

“I do not think they are our 
appropriate contractor,” she 
said. “I think we need to con-
sider some other options.”

She added, “We should do 
due diligence. We should move 
forward wisely and with con-
sensus.”

Councilman Roy Boldon 
said many have asked why the 
city cannot complete plans in 
house.

“This is a major undertak-
ing,” Boldon said. “Right now 
we are not in a position to do 
it. We are not up to staff  in my 
opinion.”

The cost of both plans is 
around $450,000, which a 
growing number of residents 
speaking against the plans 
argue could be better spent on 
pressing infrastructure needs.

Stating that DTJ was 
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