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CORONAVIRUS

BY VALERIE REDDELL
valerie.reddell@dailysentinel.com

Active cases of COVID-19 continued to 

decline as the death toll ticked up in Na-

cogdoches County on Friday.

The number of  active cases dropped 

to 552 Friday 

morning, down 

from 679 a week 

ago but new 

cases are still 

being reported, 

according to the 

Texas Depart-

ment of  State 

Health Services. Since Sept. 25, tests 

have confirmed 87 new cases in Nacog-

doches County. Thirty-six were admit-

ted to the hospital.

The death toll from Nacogdoches 

County from COVID-19 was at 207 as of  

Friday, with 10 new fatalities attributed 

to COVID-19 in the last week.

From elusive to extinct
Just the facts

 ■ U.S. Fish and Wildlife on 
Wednesday declared the 
long-sought-after ivory-billed 
woodpecker extinct. 

 ■ The ivory-billed wood-
pecker was the largest 
woodpecker in the United 
States with a heavy, straight 
bill, a long neck and a short 
red crest. It was slightly larg-
er than the American crow 
but smaller than a red-tailed 
hawk. 

 ■ The bird let out a nasally 
toot, something akin to what 
one might hear from an 
inexperienced sixth-grade 
clarinetist attempting to play 
a Benny Goodman solo. It 
also had a unique double 
knock — hitting its bill twice 
in succession on a tree — 
used for communication. 

 ■ The more common 
pileated woodpecker, which 
is slightly smaller and lacks 
distinct markings, is often 
mistaken for the ivory-billed 
woodpecker. 

 ■ The last confirmed sight-
ing of the ivory-billed wood-
pecker in Texas was in 1904. 
The birds were spotted in 
Louisiana in the 1930s, and 
the last confirmed sighting 
was near Tensas Parish, 
Louisiana, in 1944 in a 
heavily wooded area known 
as the Singer Tract.
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COVID-19 
cases down 
as fewer in 
hospitals

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Cliff  Shackelford spent years 

chasing a ghost.

As the statewide non-game 

ornithologist for Texas Parks and 

Wildlife, the Nacogdoches resident 

and Stephen F. Austin State Uni-

versity alumnus has been involved 

in one way or another for decades 

with the search from the elusive 

ivory-billed woodpecker.

This week, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

signaled that scientists should end 

their search, declaring the majes-

tic ivory bill and 22 more birds, fish 

and other species extinct.

But it didn’t fade from existence 

without a fight and unconfirmed 

sightings in Arkansas, Louisiana, 

Mississippi and Florida. Those 

fruitless searches yielded only 

grainy video but still some ornithol-

ogists and birders cling to hope.

“There are a lot of believers. I 

don’t fault them for that. I want to 

believe too, but if  we want to base 

it on evidence there just isn’t any,” 

Shackelford said.

The ivory bill was never a 

common sight in the Pineywoods, 

at least not since scientists began 

cataloguing the flora and fauna of  

East Texas.

The last confirmed sighting 

AP Photo/Haven Daley

An ivory-billed woodpecker specimen is on a display at the California Academy of Sciences in San Francisco on 
Sept. 24. The U.S. government is declaring the bird extinct. 

Photo courtesy of Cliff Shackelford

Cliff Shackelford holds two ivory-billed woodpecker specimens while doing 
graduate research at the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C., during the late 
1990s. Shackelford, the statewide non-game ornithologist for Texas Parks 
and Wildlife, has been searching for the ivory bill most of his career. 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Hollie Dewberry, a former 

deputy county clerk, is run-

ning for county clerk in the 

2022 Republic Primary.

Dewberry said she hopes to 

put her experience, integrity 

and work ethic to good use as 

the next county clerk. Current 

officeholder June Clifton has 

announced her plans to retire 

at the end of this term.

During Dewberry’s ten-

ure with Clifton’s office, she 

helped convert paper records 

to digital files — a more ef-

ficient way to keep records. 

Dewberry also has experience 

with city courts in Nacogdo-

ches and Gar-

rison.

In Nacog-

doches, Dew-

berry helped 

i m p l e m e n t 

a resolution 

program that 

en co ur a g ed 

residents to take care of  de-

linquent cases.

A turnaround program 

in Garrison launched while 

Dewberry served as associate 

judge and assistant city secre-

tary has helped to modernize 

court and city processes.

“From day one, I have taken 

a lot of pride in my work with 

the public and with the staff of  

the county courthouse and the 

two municipalities,” Dewber-

ry said. “With the encourage-

ment of community leaders 

and members of the judiciary, 

I’m proud to be a candidate for 

county clerk.”

The Nacogdoches Coun-

ty native said she wants the 

county clerk’s office to be as 

welcoming and efficient as any 

in Texas.

The County Clerk serves as 

the custodian of records for 

the commissioner’s court, con-

stitutional county courts and 

statutory county courts. The 

office records and maintains 

Dewberry seeking county clerk post

Dewberry
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Ivory-billed woodpecker 
no longer exists, US says 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches City Council on Sept. 21 

took action allowing an expansion of a 

speech and occupational therapy prac-

tice to move forward.

With the council’s unanimous rezon-

ing of their site into what is known as a 

planned development, 

the owners of Hettie 

Legg & Associates plan 

to renovate an adjacent 

residential building at 

813 N. Mound St. to ac-

commodate their grow-

ing practice.

Unlike standard resi-

dential or commercial zoning, a planned 

development is custom designed for a 

particular area.

City gives OK 
for expansion 
of speech clinic

Legg

SFA alum 
aided in 
search for 
rare bird

Vaccine info
COVID-19 vaccines 
are widely available. 
For more informa-
tion, visit tinyurl.
com/VacNac.
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