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ELECTIONS

BY PATRICK SVITEK
Texas Tribune

U.S. Rep. Louie Gohmert, 

R-Tyler, announced Monday 

he is running for attorney 

general, challenging fellow 

Republican Ken Paxton, in 

the already crowded primary.

“Texas I am officially run-

ning to be your next Attor-

ney General and will enforce 

the rule of law,” Gohmert 

tweeted after announcing his 

campaign on Newsmax.

Gohmert announced ear-

lier this month that he would 

join the GOP lineup against 

Paxton if  he could raise $1 

million in 10 days. The 10th 

day was Friday. Gohmert 

said in an announcement 

video that he has “reached 

CRIME

BY VALERIE REDDELL
valerie.reddell@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches police are continuing to 

investigate two Saturday shootings, one 

of which killed a man, Assistant Chief  

Dan Taravella said.

Police found Luis Alfredo Ortiz, 25, shot 

beside the garage of a home in the 1800 

block of Virginia Avenue around 3:20 p.m. 

Saturday, Sgt. Daniel Johnson said.

Witnesses told investigators Ortiz had 

been in an argument with another man 

who fled after the shooting, Taravella said.

While investigating the shooting, 

BY VALERIE REDDELL
valerie.reddell@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches residents who 

race to the mailbox like a child on 

Christmas morning might have 

been disappointed Tuesday to see 

an empty box staring back.

A truck carrying mail to the 

Nacogdoches post office over-

turned in Lufkin at 4:38 a.m. 

Tuesday, said Jessica Pebsworth, 

communications director for the 

City of  Lufkin.

The mail truck was northbound 

on Loop 287 toward Nacogdoches 

when the driver left the road for 

an unknown reason, police re-

ports show.

The truck overturned, coming 

to rest in a ditch. Mail spilled all 

over the roadside.

The driver managed to escape 

the truck without assistance and 

was talking to witnesses when 

emergency crews arrived. He was 

taken to a hospital for evaluation.

Let the wassail f low

BY VALERIE REDDELL
valerie.reddell@dailysentinel.com

Wassailers longing for a cup 

of wassail 

made using 

Gerry Lara-

bee’s secret 

champion-

ship recipe 

should 

include a 

stop at the 

Falling Star 

Art Gallery 

between 

10 a.m. and 

4 p.m. Satur-

day.

Falling 

Star is just 

one of about 30 businesses that 

will be offering complimentary 

wassail and other holiday 

treats during the annual event 

that coincides with Small Busi-

ness Saturday.

Main Street Nacogdoches 

is excited to sponsor Wassail 

Fest after the pandemic and an 

executive order by Gov. Greg 

1 dead, 1 
injured in 
weekend 
shootings

Rain and snow can’t do it, but truck overturning delays mail

Gohmert joins crowded 
race against Ken Paxton

Chip Somodevilla/Pool via AP

U.S. Rep. Louie Gohmert, R-Tyler, 
will run for Texas attorney general.

Local contest 
filing continues
BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

As filing continues for the 

2022 primaries, a handful 

of candidates have thrown 

their hats into the ring for 

local races.

Until the Dec. 13 deadline, 

prospective candidates may 

file with either the county 

Democratic or Republican 

party chairman, either by 

paying a filing fee or via 

signed petition. Some offices 

are required to file with the 

state parties.

More information is 

Death, injury related, 
police say as they 
keep seeking clues

Coming soon
A.D. Atholi of Center is
running for seat currently 
held by Louie Gohmert

How to help
Anyone with information about the 
shootings is encouraged to call 936-559-
2607 or Crime Stoppers at 936-560-4636

COURT

BY VALERIE REDDELL
valerie.reddell@dailysentinel.com

A twice-convicted sex offender was 

sentenced to life in prison after pleading 

guilty this month to ag-

gravated sexual assault 

of  a child.

Chester Ray Byrd, 40, 

was sentenced to life in 

prison Nov. 12 by 145th 

District Judge Jeff Davis.

Byrd was charged with 

two first-degree felony 

charges shortly after the victim made an 

outcry Feb. 6.

During an interview with investigators, 

2-time sex 
offender 
gets a life 
sentence

Byrd

Festival returns Saturday downtown

Josh Edwards/The Daily Sentinel

Lisa Steed stands in front of her Falling Star Art Gallery in downtown Nacogdohes. Steed’s gallery will host champion wassail maker Gerry 
Larabee during Saturday’s Wassail Fest.

Josh Edwards/The Daily Sentinel

Nacogdoches Cigar Company manager Patrick Lewis stands behind the 
counter of the business in downtown Nacogdoches. The cigar company 
is one of around 30 businesses offering free wassail Saturday.

Josh Edwards/The Daily Sentinel

Pemberley’s at The Jones House is 
one of around 30 business offering 
free wassail as part of Wassail 
Fest on Saturday in downtown 
Nacogdoches.

If you 
go
Wassailfest 
is 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 
downtown 
Saturday. 
A list of 
participating 
merchants 
can be picked 
up at the 
Visitor’s 
Center, 200 E. 
Main St.

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE

Filing deadline
The last day to file for the 
March primary is Dec. 13
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