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BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

The voter registration deadline of Oct. 5 is 
quickly approaching and Election Day is less 
than six weeks away. So this week in conjunction 
with Tuesday’s National Voter Registration Day, 
political parties, elections officials and nonparti-
san groups are entering the final phase of a push 
to ensure that every eligible Texan can cast a bal-
lot Nov. 3.

As of this week, Texas has 16,617,436 registered 
voters, which is a state record.

“An active and engaged citizenry plays an es-
sential role in ensuring the continued well-being 
of our democracy,” Texas Secretary of State Ruth 
R. Hugh said in a statement. “Ahead of the No-
vember election, I encourage all eligible Texans 
who have not already done so to register to vote 
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BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Stephen F. Austin State Universi-
ty’s enrollment fell, but only slightly, 
for the fall semester, while more stu-
dents are choosing to pursue higher 
level degrees at the university.

Fall enrollment totaled 12,620 stu-
dents, a decrease of 349 students, or 
2.7%. However, there was a 10.7% in-
crease in SFA’s graduate enrollment, 

from 1,475 students 
in fall 2019 to 1,633 
students in fall 2020. 
The small decline in 
enrollment and the 
increase in graduate 
enrollment means 
SFA is down only 
about 1% in credit 
hours being offered 
this semester, university president 
Dr. Scott Gordon said.

“Faculty, staff, every single office 
on this campus really worked hard to 
solidify our numbers for fall semes-
ter,” Gordon told the Nacogdoches 
County Chamber of Commerce on 
Tuesday.

Nationally, universities had been 
bracing for double-digit decreases 
in enrollment percentages. Instead, 
SFA saw double-digit growth in its 
graduate programs.

“Among the graduate students, 

there was a 36.5% increase in the 
number of new graduate students, 
so that is especially encouraging,” 
said Erma Brecht, executive director 
of enrollment management. “SFA’s 
commitment to flexible course and 
program offerings allowed gradu-
ate students to select options that 
best fit their needs, such as 16-week 
or 8-week terms and face-to-face, 
online, Zoom or a hybrid delivery.” 
Within undergraduate enrollment, 

administrators believe the decrease 
in freshman students, from 3,643 in 
fall 2019 to 3,109, is due to pandem-
ic-related uncertainty. Enrollment of  
junior-level students increased 2.1%, 
from 2,639 in 2019 to 2,694; there was 
a 3.8% increase among seniors, from 
2,895 to 3,005. Each of the six colleges 
experienced growth in their grad-
uate-student headcount, with the 

Pandemic has minor impact on SFA enrollment

Gordon
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Nacogdoches County Election Commissioner Todd Stallings faces rows of brightly colored 
banners as he works preparing for the upcoming election. Early voting in the general election 
begins Oct. 13 and runs through Oct. 30.
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Volunteers Cerena Haefs and Kassandra Ramirez, right, help Stephen F. Austin State University students fill out voter registration forms under a 
canopy set up to protect them from the rain Tuesday on campus.

Countdown to Nov. 3
ELECTIONS 2020

Push is on to register voters as deadline nears

Candidate lists
See a full list of candidates in federal, 
state, local races at DailySentinel.com
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BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Nearly 60% of Nacogdoches 
County Chamber of Commerce 
members who responded to a re-
cent survey want the organization 
to begin in-person events again.

Of the 43 members who responded 
to the survey sent 
out by chamber CEO 
C. Wayne Mitchell, 
25 indicated they 
want to immediately 
return to face-to-face 
meetings and events. 
Eleven said now is 
too early for such 
events and seven 
said they were unsure.

“I found that quite surprising,” 
Mitchell said. “I thought the noes 
and yeses would be reversed and 
that we’d have many more noes 
at this point. It’s clear that there’s 
folks out there who are anxious to 
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CORONAVIRUS

Virus cases 
remain flat
BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

Texas Health and Human Ser-
vices on Tuesday added another 
fatality and 14 new cases to Nacog-
doches County’s coronavirus totals, 
but a rolling average of new cases 
has been holding steady for the past 
few weeks.

A 21-day trendline compiled by 
Nacogdoches County Emergency 

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

After holding public hearings via video 
conference, Nacogdoches City Council on 
Tuesday granted a zone change for a Starr 
Avenue lot and allowed a change in require-

ments for a planned development surround-
ing the future Nacogdoches Senior Center.

Due to the pandemic, regular meetings of  
the council are held by videoconference and 
livestreamed on the city channel at ci.nacog-
doches.tx.us/21.

Council voted unanimously to grant a 

requested rezoning of 614 Starr Ave. from 
multi-family to medical after hearing of the ap-
plicant’s plans to repurpose the single family 
rental on the property into a medical office.

Seven written notices were sent to 
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