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It was just supposed to be 
wine baskets.

But the Nacogdoches 
Queens Wine Down Ex-
change, as it is known on 
Facebook, grew quickly to a 
group of more than 600 East 
Texas ladies who decided 
they wanted to do more 
than cheer each other up 
with surprise wine baskets 

— although they are still 
doing that, too.

“It started slow, because 
people didn’t know what it 
was,” says Denise Douglas, 
who started the group in 
June as a way to connect 
with new people and spread 
cheer during the pandemic.

An employee of SFA, 
Douglas borrowed the idea 
from a similar group in 

Thrills, chills and 
social distancing

BY TIM MONZINGO
tmonzingo@dailysentinel.com

If  2020, with a global pan-
demic, civil unrest and the 
most contested presidential 
election in recent memory 
hasn’t been scary enough for 
you the volunteers at the Gar-
rison Fire Department are 
convinced they can leave you 
shaking in your boots with 
the return of  their annual 
haunted house.

Since mid-August, there’s 
been a buzz of activity around 
the old Garrison nursing 
home at 666 Elm St. while 
the department built out and 
expanded this year’s attrac-
tion — utilizing more of the 
vacant care facility’s available 
space and rerouting the path 
it takes.

The haunted house will fea-
ture plenty of the staples from 
years past, but with the route 

through the old nursing home 
expanded by at least 25%, 
there will be plenty of new 

scares, too.
But Chief Ricky Colle and 

Assistant Chief Grant Wheel-
er are being tight lipped about 
what all will be new inside 
the sprawling maze of dark 
corridors, but there are a few 
aspects they’ll clue people in 
on before they arrive.

This year’s haunted house 
will run each night from Oct. 
23 through Oct. 31. Indoor 
haunted houses have been 
noted as a high-risk activity 
by the CDC. Colle and Wheel-
er said visitors are advised 
to follow CDC guidelines be-
cause of the pandemic, such 
as wearing masks and keep-
ing 6 feet of distance from oth-
ers. Masks, however, will not 
be required. 

The Daily Sentinel
Home of Stephen F. Austin State University NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS

18991899

S
er

vi
n

g 
th

e 

O
ldest Town in T

exas sin
ce 

DailySentinel.com74/66 » 6A Follow us Call us » 564-8361 Missed your paper » 936-631-2629

Business » 6B         Classified » 1C         Dear Abby » 5B         NacFaces » 7A         Obituaries » 3A         Opinion » 7B         Outdoors » 4B         Weather » 6A         Sports » 1B

7 906583 02150

Vol. No. 122 Issue 37 • $2

Sunday » October 18, 2020El
ec
t

NOEL 
COOPER
for DISTRICT 

JUDGENOELFORNAC.COMPol. adv. paid for by Noel D. Cooper for District Judge, Dana Cooper, Treasurer.

ELECTIONS

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

Early voting in what will likely be a 
record turnout election for Nacogdo-
ches County drew nearly 6,700 to the 
polls in the first three days, according to 
numbers from the local elections office.

Seven voting locations are open to all 
voters during early voting, which ends 
on Oct. 30. Of the three locations inside 
the city limits, the Courthouse Annex 

has been the busiest, drawing 4,202 peo-
ple in the first three days and more than 
1,000 by mid-day Friday.

For those emphasizing social distanc-
ing, Sacred Heart Catholic Church has 
been the least attended location within 
the city, with 632 voters over three days. 
The third site in the city limits is the Ste-
phen F. Austin State University student 
center.

In the county, Woden ISD, Garrison 
City Hall and Cushing ISD drew approx-

imately 200 voters each over three days, 
while the Chireno Community Center is 
the county’s least busy location, draw-
ing 158 between Monday and the close 
of polls Thursday.

More than 38,000 Nacogdoches Coun-
ty residents registered to vote in 2020, 
just topping the record-breaking 37,000 
who registered in 2018, according to 
Elections Office numbers.

Thousands cast early ballot 
in the first few days of polling

Nicole Bradford/The Daily Sentinel 

Candidate signs mark one of three early voting locations inside the 
city limits in the gym at Sacred Heart Catholic Church on Appleby 
Sand Road.

Tim Monzingo/The Daily Sentinel

Garrison Volunteer Fire Department Chief Ricky Colle and Grant Wheeler check a fan inside the entrance to their Welcome to It 
haunted house. The attraction runs Oct. 23 through Oct. 31 at 666 Elm Street in Garrison.

Tim Monzingo/The Daily Sentinel

Decorations line a hallway inside the former Garrison Nursing 
Home where the Garrison Volunteer Fire Department will host 
its annual haunted house beginning Oct. 23.

Pandemic won’t stop Garrison VFD 
from hosting annual haunted house 

Members of the Nacogdoches Queens Wine Down 
Exchange, an online group organized by Denise Douglas, 
left, deliver supplies for hurricane victims in Cameron, La., 
on Sept. 19. Originally a social media group to exchange 
wine baskets, the group is now planning a holiday food 
drive.

Online wine queens take 

service into the real world

BY TIM MONZINGO
tmonzingo@dailysentinel.com

The big, lumbering stu-
dent transportation vessels 
many knew as yellow dogs 
growing up will soon roll 
into the 21st century as the 
Nacogdoches ISD board 
of trustees unanimously 
voted to approve a $104,000 
technological upgrade.

The vote was one of a sev-
eral of technology-based 
purchases and moves ap-
proved during the district’s 
regular monthly board 
meeting Thursday.

Each of the district’s 40 
buses will be outfitted with 
the SMART tag system that 
combines GPS tracking of  
the buses, tag-based infor-
mation on student’s use of  
the buses and electronic 
version of paper documen-
tation currently in use. It 
was first presented to the 
board in 2018.

The system requires 
each student to be issued 
an ID card that they scan 
when getting on and off  
the bus. It verifies the stu-

Nac ISD approves 
bus monitoring and 
other tech upgrades
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