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A visit from St. Nick Glut of brush
CITY GOVERNMENT

is side effect
of pandemic
BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com
Because of the pandemic,
the city’s most oft-requested
service from public works is
even more in-demand.
After adding a second truck
to serve as a backup when
residents requested limbs or
brush to be removed, the city
recently put both trucks into
rotation to keep up with demand, Public Works Manager
Cary Walker told Nacogdoches City Council during a
Nov. 17 operations update.
“There are so many trees
here, and between the storms
and the COVID where everybody was at home, there’s a
lot of brush,” he said. “It’s become so popular we’ve had to
implement two trucks just to
keep up.”
The city picks up brush and
limbs on a rotating basis from
residential addresses only, so
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Santa and Mrs. Claus chat with a young boy and his mother during the Old Fashioned Christmas celebration at Millard’s
Crossing in 2016. The Clauses addressed local business and community leaders during Tuesday’s Chamber of Commerce
conference call.

Santa offers message of hope,
giving in stop at Nac chamber
BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

“There are so many
trees here, and between
the storms and the
COVID where everybody
was at home, there’s a
lot of brush.”
CARY WALKER
PUBLIC WORKS MANAGER
long as they are stacked on
street rights-of-way, within six
feet of the curb or street and
do not extend into the road.
The city budgets about
$40,000 per year to grind the
brush into recycled landscaping material and has gone far
over budget.
“We did about $60,000 worth
of brush this year,” Walker
said. “This brush is a renewable item, and we save that
valuable (landfill) space.”
Public Works fields about
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PUBLIC SAFETY

Apartment fire
injures person,
displaces others

Santa Claus brought a bit of
holiday magic to the Nacogdoches
County Chamber of Commerce’s
weekly conference call Tuesday.
“Merry Christmas! Merry
Christmas!” he announced in a
deep, booming voice from his workshop. “Ho! Ho! Ho!”
Claus, around 1,750 years old,
brought a message of hope, giving
thankfulness in a year marked by
cancellations, quarantines, lockdowns and face masks.
“The year 2020 will long be remembered for generations to come.
Everything has changed. The world
seems to be upside down. There’s
so many out there who have to look
hard for something to be thankful
for, but it’s indeed there,” Claus told
chamber members.
Santa urged people to remember the significance of Christmas,
which marks the birth of Jesus
Christ.

TIM MONZINGO
tmonzingo@dailysentinel.com
A fire at an apartment complex early Monday sent one
person to a hospital and has
forced several residents from
their charred homes.
Around 3:13 a.m., Nacogdoches police officer Jake
Taylor was patrolling the
1800 block of North Street
when he saw flames coming
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Steve and Wanda Koonts pose for a picture with Santa and Mrs. Claus during
Tuesday’s Senior Expo at the Nacogdoches County Expo Center in 2018. The
Clauses participated in the Nacogdoches County Chamber of Commerce
Santa » 8A conference call with local community leaders.

from
Taliesin
Apartments and
called for assistance from fellow
officers and firefighters.
Taylor
The
blaze,
which spread to
several apartments, seems
to have been started by food
that was cooking unattended,
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ENTERTAINMENT
If you go
Limited number of seats open for Lamp-Lite show A Christmas program

presented at LampLite Theatre Friday and
Saturday will be by
reservation only with
a number of safety
restrictions in place.
To make a reservation,
email jlwillmoo2@gmail.
com, put Lamp-Lite in the
subject line and state how
many seats are needed and
which night is preferred.
A limited number of seats
will be reserved.

to adults, the approximately
BY NICOLE BRADFORD
Hand sanitizer will be
nbradford@dailysentinel.com 90-minute show will be pre- provided, and the theater
Shuttered since rehearsals for a modern Shakespeare comedy were abruptly halted in March, the
Lamp-Lite Theatre will hold
a reservations-only, socially
distanced Christmas program this weekend.
Described as a spoken
word program and recommended for older children

Classified » 7B

sented at 7:30 p.m. Friday
and Saturday.
It is free for those who
make reservations, with
donation boxes to support
the theater to be available
during
performances.
Lamp-Lite is manned by all
volunteers and supported
through donations, sponsorships and ticket sales
during the year.
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54/36 » 5A

will be cleaned before and
after each performance. In
addition, masks must be
worn at all times, including
by children.
There will be no intermission, no concessions sold
and no outside food or drink
allowed. Temperatures will
be taken at the door and
must be under 99 degrees
for entry.
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Nacogdoches Police Department photo

Emergency responders battle a fire at the Taliesin Apartments in
Nacogdoches early Monday.
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