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BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

The country’s top infectious disease 
expert urged Americans to set aside 
politics and form a unified front in the 
fight against the coronavirus pandemic 
as news of successful vaccine trials in-
dicates the ordeal that has shaped 2020 
might soon come to an end.

“We’ve got to do everything we pos-
sibly can to pull together as a nation 

and not as individual factions having 
differences that spill over into public 
health. Public health is something that 
has really nothing to do with politics. I 
mean, it’s just a reality of  what infec-
tious diseases are,” White House health 
advisor Dr. Anthony Fauci said during 
Tuesday’s DealBook Online Summit 
presented by The New York Times.

Nearly every aspect of the pandemic 

BY JOSH EDWARDS
jedwards@dailysentinel.com

Two vaccines for the coro-
navirus are close to seeking 
permission for emergency 
use in the United States, and 
more are in the works. But the 
vast majority of Americans 
would have to receive a vac-
cine for an age of mask-clad 
faces and social 
distancing to be-
come a thing of  
the past, public 
health experts 
said Tuesday.

“I would think 
at least 75%,” 
White House 
health advisor 
Dr. Anthony Fauci said Tues-
day during the DealBook 
Online Summit presented by 
The New York Times.

The most recent polls, how-
ever, are showing that far 
fewer people around the globe 
plan to take the vaccine.

“We’re not there yet in 
terms of the public intent 
based on a lot of the global 
surveys. That’s a bit below 
that. It’s more 50 or 60%. De-
pends on the country. It’s ac-
tually quite variable across 
countries,” Heidi Larson, an 
anthropologist and the direc-
tor of The Vaccine Confidence 

Project, said in a later panel 
discussion with the Times’ 
Andrew Ross Sorkin.

Those polls were conducted 
before Pfizer announced last 
week that it had developed a 
vaccine that appeared to be 
more than 90% effective, and 
Moderna said Tuesday its vac-
cine appears to be 94.5% effec-
tive. Local pulmonologist Dr. 
Ahammed Hashim said the 
results “look very promising, 
actually they look great.”

And when it comes to polls, 
the public wants to know that 
vaccines are effective and 
safe before making a commit-
ment, Larson said.

“We’re about to rerun a lot 
of surveys because this will 
change. This will change how 
people think. So I think there 
is hope,” Larson said.

The message of safety also 
needs to come from local offi-
cials, clergy and trusted mem-
bers of communities, not just 
from far away health experts.

“We learned a lot with the 
polio eradication initiative 
about getting as local as you 
can, and really … listening,” 
she said.”In some cases it’s 
the religious leaders. Some-
where else it might be the 
teachers.”

Vaccines show promise, but 
how many will take a shot?

AP Photo/Hans Pennink, File

In this July 27 file photo, nurse Kathe Olmstead prepares a shot that is part of a possible COVID-19 vaccine, developed by the National Institutes of 
Health and Moderna Inc., in Binghamton, New York.

Fauci: Unite against virus

Graeme Jennings/Pool via AP

Dr. Anthony Fauci on Tuesday urged Americans to be united against the coronavirus.

Pandemic’s end could be in sight

Larson

Case 
count 
grows 
in Nac
BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

An increase in new coronavirus 
cases over the weekend could be a 
result of Halloween gatherings two 
weeks prior, but is likely at least par-
tially due to more testing, officials at 
the Nacogdoches County Emergency 
Management Office say.

“We did see what some would call a 
spike over the weekend,” said County 
Emergency Manage-
ment Office spokes-
woman Amy Mehaffey, 
referring to 26 new cases 
confirmed between Fri-
day evening and Mon-
day. On one of those 
days, however, more 
than 300 tests for the vi-
rus were administered, vs. the 100 to 
150 tests that are typically given.

“That 26 cases could potentially 
be from Halloween, but also because 
we’ve had an increase in testing num-
bers,” she said. “While it’s an uptick, 
we wouldn’t call it a spike. Our hospi-
tals and ICU numbers look good, and 
those are the important measures to 
look at.”

The number of COVID-19 patients 
hospitalized in Nacogdoches County 
remained at 15 on Tuesday, with four 
of those in intensive care, according 
to SouthEast Texas Regional Adviso-
ry Council.

“We want to encourage the public to 
continue to do what we know works,” 
Mehaffey says. “We know Thanks-
giving is coming up, and it’s really 
important for us to remember to keep 
gatherings to a minimum.”

Two new cases were confirmed 
Monday afternoon and nine more 
were added Tuesday evening. Active 
cases, those testing positive and still 
contagious, were estimated at 81.

Since local totals are based on coun-
ty of residence, they don’t necessarily 
include the cases at SFA, where three 
of 200 residential spaces set aside 
for student isolation were in use this 
week. According to the university, 24 
students or staff  who were recently on 
campus tested positive.

“I would like to commend SFA,” 
Mehaffey said. “They are doing a 
great job of keeping their masks on 
and keeping the numbers low.”

SFA will dismiss in-person classes 
Friday for Thanksgiving Break, with 
students and faculty finishing up the 
fall semester with remote learning. 
The Spring semester will begin Jan. 8.

Two drugmakers — Pfizer and 
Moderna — have announced success-
ful trials of vaccines to prevent the 
virus.

Both are poised to apply for 

Mehaffey

BUSINESS

BY TIM MONZINGO
tmonzingo@dailysentinel.com

Pilgrim’s Pride will contribute some 
$735,000 to projects in Nacogdoches as 
part of a multi-million investment in 
the communities in which it and part-
ner company JBS USA operates.

The company has been working with 
local community leaders, but wants the 
general public to weigh in on how that 
money can best be allocated to serve the 
area as part of it’s Hometown Strong 
initiative.

Pilgrim’s Pride and JBS launched 

the Hometown Strong campaign in 
August to pump some $50 million into 
communities around the nation where 
the companies operate in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Texas alone 
will received $6.5 million of that money.

Projects submitted for the program 

must fall under any of the three central 
pillars it was founded on: alleviating 
food insecurity, building up community 
infrastructure, or response to and relief  
from the pandemic.

“It was developed as a way to provide 
meaningful support to the communi-
ties where we operate,” said Pilgrim’s 
Pride communications director Nikki 
Richardson. “We also wanted it to be 
very customized to what each commu-
nity needs.”

The Pilgrim’s Pride plant in 

Pilgrim’s initiative earmarks $735k for projects in Nac 

Pilgrim’s 
employees 
Noemi Santoyo, 
left, and Adela 
Ceja volunteer 
in downtown 
Nacogdoches 
in 2018. The 
meatpacking 
giant is 
donating 
$735,000 for 
projects in 
Nacgodoches.
Tim Monzingo/The 
Daily Sentinel

Submit a project
Want to submit a project for con-
sideration in the Hometown Strong 
program? Email it hometownstrong@
pilgrims.com.
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