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A Texas House committee on 
Thursday advanced an elections 
bill authored in part by state 
Reps. Travis Clardy and Trent 
Ashby that would make it a 
state jail felony for local election 
officials to distribute an appli-
cation to vote by mail to a voter 
who didn’t request one.

House Bill 6 outlaws the prac-
tice, which has been common in 
Nacogdoches County for about a 
decade because voters older than 
65 do not automatically receive 

applications for 
absentee ballots 
after voting by 
mail in previ-
ous elections, 
Nacogdoches 
County Elec-
tions Admin-
istrator Todd 
Stalling said.

Previously, major political 
parties sent out vote-by-mail ap-
plications but they were fraught 
with problems and would often 
be returned filled with errors.

“They were not getting the 
most current information,” 

Stallings said. “As it was grow-
ing it really became a headache 
for our office to the point where 
I got permission from the Secre-
tary of State’s Office to do my 
own mail out.”

The county wound up footing 
the bill to contact voters and get 
the applications corrected. Stall-
ings and other elections officials 
would face jail time for distrib-
uting mail-in ballot applications 
without being asked but politi-
cal candidates and parties could 
continue to do so legally, mean-
ing errors would likely return.

“I hope they’ll really monitor 

mail-outs coming from parties 
or candidates. There should 
really be an approval process 
through the state because it can 
cost the county a lot of money 
when they’re not done right,” 
Stallings said.

House Bill 6 is part of a broad-
er Republican effort this year to 
enact wide-ranging changes to 
elections in Texas that would 
ratchet up the state’s already 
restrictive election rules in the 
name of “election integrity” 
despite little to no evidence of  
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Dr. A.C. “Buddy” Himes, dean of the College 
of Fine Arts at Stephen F. Austin State Univer-
sity, will retire effective May 31 after 47 years of  
service in both secondary and higher education.

In notifying the dean’s staff and fine arts facul-
ty members last fall of his intended retirement, 
Himes wrote: “I am grateful to Stephen F. Austin 
State University for allowing me the honor and 
privilege to serve as dean of the College of Fine 
Arts for the past 14 years. I feel that coming togeth-
er in unity, the university, the faculty and staff, 
and the community have allowed the college to be 
taken to the next level multiple times over.

“Reflecting upon my career it is obvious (to 
me) that every challenge has been met, every 
goal accomplished, every expectation exceeded, 
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As the supply of COVID-19 
vaccines catches up with de-
mand, local efforts are shifting 
toward community outreach.

“Understand their point of  
view, but also explain that it 
can keep them from getting 
COVID,” internal medicine 
specialist Dr. James Otto told 
a group Friday at the Nacog-
doches Senior Center, where 
some in attendance were con-
cerned about relatives who re-
fused vaccinations. “They’re 
not just doing it for them-
selves, but doing it for other 
people.”

As of Thursday, just over 
22% of local residents 16 and 
older had been fully vaccinat-
ed, according to the Nacogdo-
ches County Emergency Man-
agement Office. Community 
clinics held at the County Expo 
and Civic Center have been av-
eraging 1,600 people a day.

But as the percentage of  
vaccinated people increas-
es, “It won’t be 1,600 people a 
day,” said Nacogdoches Fire 
Chief Keith Kiplinger, who is 

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

An August rezoning of a lot on Logansport 
Street continues to add fuel to the City of Na-
cogdoches’ only contested council race.

In the May 1 election, Northeast Ward incum-
bent Garth Hinze will face challenger Kathleen 
Belanger, who is among a group of Logansport 
Street residents trying, thus far unsuccessfully, 

to get the city to reconsider an Aug. 18 rezon-
ing of a lot on their street from single family to 
high-density multifamily use.

Nearby property owners say they didn’t find 
out until after a public hearing and final ap-
proval that the lot at 1102 Logansport is now 
zoned for high- density residences — known as 
R-4 zoning.

Candidate forum
Northeast Ward candidates will 
attend a forum at 11:45 a.m. Mon-
day at the Fredonia Hotel hosted 
by the Nacogdoches County 
Republican Women. Text reserva-
tion requests to 936-615-5349 or 
email rhondaward74@gmail.com.
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Dr. A.C. “Buddy” Himes, dean of the College of 
Fine Arts at Stephen F.  Austin State University, 
will retire May 31.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Himes is 
retiring 
from SFA

‘We can’t 
hate people,’ 
Holocaust 
survivor says
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The world around Zsuzsanna 
Ozsváth was falling apart the sum-
mer before her 13th birthday.

In the late spring and early sum-
mer of 1944, Jewish families like 
hers in Hungary were carted off  
to the infamous Auschwitz exter-
mination camp, killed on forced 
marches and lined up for mass exe-
cutions by firing squads. Their only crime in the 
eyes of the Nazi government was being Jewish.

“There is nothing that can be compared to that. 

Controversial election bill advances

Clardy
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Stephen F.  Austin State University nursing student Meghan Adams fills a syringe with a dose of the 
Moderna COVID vaccine during a vaccination clinic March 4 at the Nacogdoches County Expo Center.

Nacogdoches 
County 
Emergency 
Management 
coordinator 
Tara Triana 
and firefighters 
verify 
appointments 
of people 
arriving for a 
vaccine clinic 
March 4.
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