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CRIME

BY VALERIE REDDELL
Staff Writer

The roommate of a 23-year-old Na-

cogdoches woman has been charged 

with her murder early Saturday 

morning at their apartment.

Deion Ladana Barrett was fatally 

shot inside her apartment in the 1600 

block of Martinsville St.

Barrett’s roommate, 

Ashlyne Moniqu Ar-

rington, 24, was arrest-

ed at the scene, accord-

ing to Nacogdoches 

police Lt. Bill Kennedy.

The two lived in apartment 202 at 

the complex, where a disturbance 

was reported about 3:45 a.m. Sat-

urday, according to Kennedy, who 

heads the criminal investigation di-

vision.

Police were summoned after a 

caller reported a disturbance that 

turned violent. Responding officers 

found Barrett deceased at the apart-

ment.

Arrington’s bail has been set at 

$200,000, jail staff  said Monday.

The homicide is the second report-

ed in Nacogdoches this year. Rose 

Catherine Garner, 60, was stabbed to 

death Oct. 3 in her home on Elizabeth 

Street. Her boyfriend, James Edward 

Harris, 60, was arrested in Longview 

and charged with murder. He re-

mained in the county jail Tuesday in 

lieu of $500,000 bail.

Valerie Reddell’s email is valerie.

reddell@dailysentinel.com.

NACOGDOCHES COUNTY

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
Staff Writer

For the first time in four decades, Na-

cogdoches has a new county health au-

thority.

Appointed by county 

commissioners to a two-

year, renewable term, the 

county health authority is 

a local physician charged 

with protecting the public 

health, advising county and city officials 

on health-related matters.

“This is a very important position that 

you don’t need until you need it,” County 

Judge Greg Sowell said.

County commissioners on Nov. 15 

named Dr. Eddy Furniss to succeed long-

time county health authority Dr. William 

Hairston.

“(Hairston) has been our county health 

COMMUNITY

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
Staff Writer

An extended weekend of  

festive traditions kicks off  

Thursday morning with the 

annual Pilgrim’s Turkey Trot.

A fundraiser for the Nacog-

doches Area United Way, the 

5K fun run and Kids K will be 

held rain or shine. Thursday’s 

forecast calls for rain, but co-

ordinators are hoping it moves 

through the area before the 

race begins.

Pilgrim’s is the presenting 

sponsor for the Turkey Trot, 

which raises money for the 

local United Way through 5K 

entry fees.

“It’s not just for the ‘go 

get ‘em’ runners, but also 

walkers,” said United Way 

BY JOSH EDWARDS
Staff Writer

The Salvation Army opened 

its annual Red Kettle Campaign 

Friday as Nacogdoches “beat the 

pants off  of Lufkin” in the first 

few hours of fundraising.

The fundraisers opened with 

a friendly competition between 

Nacogdoches Mayor Jimmy 

Mize, who personally dropped 

$100 in to the kettle, and Lufkin’s 

Mayor pro tem Robert Shankle.

“We raised $1,170, and we beat 

the pants off  of Lufkin,” said 

Darla O’Neil, director of the Sal-

vation Army of Nacogdoches.

Brookshire Brothers kicked in 

a matching donation of $250 for 

Nacogdoches.

The competition between the 

two rival cities on either side 

of the Angelina River is all in 

good fun as the Salvation Army 

sprints toward a $65,000 goal be-

fore Christmas.

“Totally attainable,” Mize 

said as he read a proclamation 

Woman shot to death Saturday, roommate in custody

Arrington

Nearly $2k raised in first two hours as 
Nac Red Kettle Kick-Off beats Lufkin

Josh Edwards/The Daily Sentinel

Salvation Army board member Tom Nguyen tosses a bell into the air during the organization’s Red Kettle Campaign Kick-Off Event on Friday at 
Brookshire Brothers on University Drive. The campaign aims to raise $65,000 before Christmas and all the proceeds go to aid Nacogdoches 
County residents.

Nacogdoches 
Mayor Jimmy 
Mize speaks 
during the 
opening of 
the Salvation 
Army’s 
Red Kettle 
Campaign on 
Friday.
Josh Edwards/
The Daily 
Sentinel
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BY VALERIE REDDELL
Staff Writer

The trial of  a Center man is reset for 

February after jurors could not unani-

mously agree on a verdict 

last week.

George Randall 

Gilchrist, 37, was on tri-

al for four felony charges 

involving sexual contact 

with a child, court records 

show.

He was arrested Jan. 29, 

2018, after a grand jury in-

dicted Gilchrist for three 

counts of  indecency with 

a child and one count of  

continuous sexual assault 

of  a child.

He was released on bail 

the day after his arrest. 

Charging documents say 

the offense occurred on 

Dec. 1, 2016.

The trial of  a former Nacogdoches 

County jailer accused of  improper sex-

ual activity with a person in custody 

Sex assault 
of a child 
case ends 
in mistrial
Retrial set for February

COURT

Furniss

Gilchrist

Stephens

Moore

Trot, trains and wassail 
part of holiday weekend

Josh Edwards/The Daily Sentinel file photo

The Loblolly Model Railroad includes a vibrant model cityscape.

‘Beat the pants off of Lufkin’
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