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3010 University Dr. | Nacogdoches | 936-560-1401

**61 month Certificate of Deposit. $25,000 Minimum Balance to receive APY. Available for Personal Accounts.
Early withdrawal penalty may apply. APY is effective as of publication date.

1.01%
Annual Percentage Yield (APY)

Please contact us for other rates and terms!
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Fall in and see us!

WEEKEND EDITION

UNIVERSITY

CORONAVIRUS

Cases still climbing

On the web
Read the full Faculty Senate 
resolution and Gordon’s
response on our website, 
www.dailysentinel.com.

Regents meeting
SFA Regents have called a 
special meeting  for 3 p.m. 
Sunday. Watch at tinyurl.com/
SFARegents. 
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The Faculty Senate of Stephen F. 
Austin State University unanimous-
ly passed a resolution Wednesday 
expressing it has “no confidence” in 
the effectiveness of university presi-
dent Dr. Scott Gordon the day before 
Regents called a special meeting to 
discuss campus culture and the uni-
versity budget.

As part of  that resolution, the 
group asked the Board of  Regents to 
revoke Gordon’s 
contract for 
cause because 
of  a failure to 
achieve the goals 
of  his position 
and for subject-
ing the universi-
ty to “poor pub-
licity, scorn and 
ridicule.”

Thursday, Re-
gents called a 
special meeting 
that includes 
consideration of “appointment, em-
ployment, evaluation assignment, 
duties, discipline or dismissal” of  
Gordon and the vice president of fi-
nance. That meeting begins at 3 p.m. 
Sunday and may be viewed at tinyurl.
com/SFARegents.

Faculty Senate chairman Dr. Brian 
Uriegas declined to comment further. 
University officials released a nearly 
900-word response from Gordon that 
was sent out to all faculty and staff.

“I do not take this vote lightly. I rec-
ognize that it expresses the fears and 
frustrations of good people trying to 
do good things. I can identify with 
that,” Gordon said in the statement.

The Faculty Senate resolution 
cites several issues including Gor-

don’s acceptance of an 
$85,000 raise during a 
time of financial hard-
ship. Last week, Re-
gents voted to rollback 
the raise, at Gordon’s 
request. The resolution 
also questions Gordon’s 
efforts to launch several 
large-scale initiatives 
that place addition-
al burdens on faculty 
and staff — especially 
during a time when em-
ployees are struggling to 

serve students during the pandemic.
“We have to work together. We 

cannot see each other as adversaries, 
but rather as partners in the endeav-
or to address the new and longstand-
ing challenges. We need to be able 
to have constructive and respectful 
debates and disagreements. We have 
work to do together, and we cannot 
go about it in a spirit of division,” 
Gordon said.

Senate members also pointed to 

initiatives instituted by Gordon that 
“have failed outright and/or pro-
duced little to no tangible results,” 
such as an analysis of combining 
some of the university’s six colleges 
and multiple Lumberjack Innova-
tion Teams.

“I apologize if  I have expressed my 
passion and vision in a manner that 
has come across as aggressive or oth-
erwise negative. I am optimistic and 
I push for achievement. I believe in 
SFA and its people and I truly want 
the best for them,” Gordon said.

In September 2020, Gordon told 

the Nacogdoches County Chamber 
of Commerce that the university 
would launch a series of “innovative 
goals, initiatives, strategies and part-
nerships.”

That included multiple start dates 

for students, eight-week courses 
and expanded online offerings, all 
of which faculty members say they 
weren’t consulted about.

The no-confidence resolution calls 
the changes “a conversion burden 
heaped on top of the faculty and 
staffs struggling to provide online 
and socially distanced versions of  
courses designed for 16-week deliv-
eries.”

Accompanying the resolution, 
the Deans Council and group of  

Faculty Senate votes ‘no confidence’ in 
Gordon, asks Regents to revoke contract
Board to meet Sunday

Daily Sentinel file photo 

Stephen F. Austin State University president Dr. Scott Gordon speaks at an event at A.L. Mangham Regional Airport in 
June. The Faculty Senate this week voted that it has no confidence in Gordon’s leadership.

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@
dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches city 
leaders are expected to 
decide later this month 
whether to move forward 
with a proposed down-
town master plan and 

comprehensive plan.
City Council in Decem-

ber began discussions 
about hiring outside con-
sultants to complete a 
downtown master plan 
and to update the city’s 
comprehensive plan, last 
updated in 2003, with an 
Interstate 69 corridor 

study and housing needs 
assessment. The cost of  
both plans is estimated at 
$450,000.

“I know it’s a lot of  
money, but it’s like when 
you build a house. You 
don’t want to spend 

Concern grows over 
city planning process

Downtown 
Nacogdoches is seen 
from Pilar Street. City 
leaders are expected 
to decide later this 
month whether to 
move forward with a 
proposed downtown 
master plan and a 
comprehensive plan 
after hearing feedback 
from residents who 
support and oppose 
spending for the plans. 
Josh Edwards/The Daily 
Sentinel 

If you go
City Council will 
hold a discussion 
on whether the city 
should forward 
with the plans 
during a workshop 
at 4:30 p.m. Sept. 
21 at City Hall. The 
meeting is open 
to the public, and 
livestreamed at www.
ci.nacogdoches.
tx.us/21.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

“I do not take this 

vote lightly. I recognize 

that it expresses the 

fears and frustrations 

of good people trying 

to do good things. I can 

identify with that.” 
DR. SCOTT GORDON

SFA PRESIDENT

Coming Wednesday

Stone Fort 
Chorus 
tunes up
On Wednesday, we 

promoted a feature 

story about the newly 

formed Stone Fort 

Chorus that was set to 

run in today’s edition. 

Due to breaking news, 

the editors of The Daily 

Sentinel have opted 

to hold that story until  

next week. 

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches County’s record 
number of COVID-19 cases contin-
ued to climb this week as state offi-
cials added more than 100 new cases 
in one week.

Active cases — patients consid-
ered to be contagious — were at 
664 Friday afternoon, up from 463 a 
week prior and 593 Tuesday, accord-
ing to the Texas Department of State 
Health Services.

As the highly contagious delta 
variant of COVID-19 spreads and 
sends unvaccinated Texans to the 
hospital with serious illness, hospi-
tals are under enormous pressure to 
make room for growing numbers of  
patients.

Inside
COVID-19 spreading in schools
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