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IN MEMORIAM 

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Charles W. Simpson, the Ste-

phen F. Austin State University 

political science professor who 

left academia to become top assis-

tant to two of Texas’s most influ-

ential Democrats in the nation’s 

capital, died Oct. 29 at his home in 

Delaware, his family announced 

last week. He was 85.

Simpson was the university’s 

first full-time political science 

professor when he was wooed 

away by newly elected Congress-

man Charlie Wilson, for whom he 

was an advisor and protector.

“He had an uncanny ability 

to take a complex issue, break it 

down, get all the [nonsense] out 

and deliver the heart of it,” Simp-

son told journalist George Crile 

in the book “Charlie Wilson’s 

War.”

Peyton Walters served as a 

district director for Rep. Charlie 

Wilson and credits Simpson with 

ensuring Wilson’s mission of  

“taking care of the home folks” 

was accomplished.

“He ran a good office for Char-

lie,” Walters said. “He was an all-

around great man.”

Simpson leased an RV from 

CORONAVIRUS

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches County neared a record 

level of active COVID-19 cases Tuesday 

as the highly contagious omicron variant 

of the coronavirus spreads like wildfire.

Texas Department of State Health Ser-

vices reported 755 active 

cases Tuesday morning, 

close to double the cases 

reported a week ago. That 

number takes into ac-

count lab confirmed tests 

and antigens tests. It does 

not include home tests.

“We’re well on our way 

to being where we were in September, 

but our hospitalizations are still better 

than they were,” said Nacogdoches Fire 

Chief Keith Kiplinger. “They’re not any-

where near where they were and that’s a 

good thing.”

Active COVID-19 cases — those where 

the patient is still considered contagious 

— peaked at 778 on Sept. 16 as the delta 

variant of the virus ran roughshod over 

the community. Intensive care units 

around the region were overwhelmed 

with COVID-19 patients.

The dream undeterred

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

A soaring number of COVID-19 

cases won’t keep Iron Wheel Bap-

tist Church from celebrating the 

dream of Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr. this weekend.

The church at 820 First St. will 

host a drive-in service commem-

orating King at noon Saturday. 

The church has hosted at least 

one drive-in service weekly since 

the beginning of the COVID-19 

pandemic, said its pastor, the Rev. 

James Ervin.

“Everybody can just sit in their 

cars. It’s safer that way,” Ervin said.

The service is an annual occur-

rence at Iron Wheel, but it was 

canceled last year because of the 

uncertainty surrounding the coro-

navirus pandemic. Instead, mem-

bers of the Nacogdoches Ministe-

rial Alliance encouraged pastors 

If you go
Iron Wheel Baptist Church, 820 
First St., will host a drive-in service 
celebrating the life and legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at noon 
Saturday. 

Virus cases 
nearing new 
record level

Charles Simpson, once top 
aide to Charlie Wilson, dies

Contributed photo 

Charles W. Simpson is seen in his Washington, D.C. office in this undated photo from 
the press office of U.S. Rep. Charlie Wilson.

Kiplinger

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Three Republican Primary candi-

dates including incumbent state Rep. 

Travis Clardy missed an introductory 

event Monday after testing positive for 

COVID-19.

Clardy, a Nacogdoches attorney, sent 

district representative Jerri Jones to 

speak in his stead while primary chal-

lengers Greg Caldwell, Rachael Hale and 

Mark Williams made pitches to more 

than 120 voters during the lunch meeting 

of Nacogdoches Republican Women.

“He’s at home going though his second 

round of COVID,” Jones said. “He tested 

positive yesterday, and Judy tested posi-

tive Saturday.”

Clardy first tested positive in August 

during a surge of the delta variant of the 

COVID-19 

sidelines 3 

candidates

Church turns to drive-in service 
to honor Martin Luther King Jr.

Josh Edwards/The Daily Sentinel

An usher passes out tithing envelopes during a drive-in church service at Iron Wheel Baptist Church in May 2020. The church will host a drive-in 
service honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at noon Saturday.

Josh Edwards/The Daily Sentinel

Iron Wheel Baptist Church pastor the Rev. James Ervin sings before 
preaching a sermon in May 2020. The church will host a drive-in 
service honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at noon Saturday.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

Citing concern over recent 

spread of COVID-19, two commit-

tees appointed in late 2021 to work 

on goals for the city’s downtown 

master plan and comprehensive 

plan have moved their meetings 

to a virtual format.

Via Google Meet, the downtown 

master plan steering commit-

tee is scheduled to convene at 

3:30 p.m. Wednesday, while the 

comprehensive plan steering 

committee meets at 3:30 p.m. on 

Thursday. Both meetings will be 

live streamed and then record-

ings posted on the city’s website 

Committee meetings for city’s long-term plans move online
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