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CORONAVIRUS

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches County ended July 
with 412 active cases of the coronavi-
rus, as 59 new cases were announced 
on Friday, including more than 20 
connected to the Nacgodoches Coun-
ty jail.

Friday’s new cases included 21 cas-
es from the jail, which experienced 
an outbreak during the past week 

that has been traced to two inmates 
booked in mid-July.

“The state did test the jail several 
weeks back, but this is an ever-evolv-
ing and ever-changing situation,” 
County Emergency Management 
spokeswoman Amy Mehaffey said 
during a conference call with com-
munity leaders this week.

Including Friday’s cases, 64 in-
mates and jail staff  have tested pos-
itive since last weekend. At least five 

of those cases are jail staff. Other 
cases released this week do not dif-
ferentiate between staff  and inmates.

County Commissioners on Tues-

day unanimously voted to apply for 
$1.6 million in federal relief funding 
to help battle the spread of virus. 
The grant would include $320,000 
of immediate cash for expenses in-
curred by the county such as protec-
tive equipment and testing.

“This is a very timely in the situ-
ation we have in the jail right now,” 
County Judge Greg Sowell said.

Administered through the Texas 
Department of Emergency Manage-

ment, grants also cover overtime and 
hazard pay and emergency sick leave 
for county employees.

Active cases, or patients testing 
positive and still contagious, in-
creased by 339 during July, com-
pared to 73 active cases one month 
ago. Of the current active cases, 31 
were hospitalized as of Friday, with 
10 of those in intensive care.

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

Hospital 
settles a 
tech debt 
of $20M

Capitol winces as 
Gohmert gets virus

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

U.S. Rep. Louie Gohmert, R-Tyler, tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus Tuesday, the day after he 
had an unmasked interaction with U.S. Attorney 
General William Barr, spurring the Capitol to is-
sue broad new mask requirements Wednesday.

The 66-year-old lawmaker failed the pre-screen-
ing required to come into contact with the presi-
dent, he said in a video message to constituents. 
He had been set to fly to West Texas for a rally 

with President Donald Trump on Tuesday.
“I went to the White House today and before 

you go in they test you with the quick test,” 
Gohmert said. “It tested positive, but they get 
false positives sometimes. They tested me with 
the swab that goes way up into your sinuses, 
and it finally came back. It was positive too.”

Gohmert told Fox News that he would take 
the controversial hydroxychloroquine to treat 
the virus.
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Active COVID cases surge past 400

Chip Somodevilla/Pool via AP

Rep. Louie Gohmert, R-T, questions Attorney General William Barr during a House Judiciary Committee 
hearing on the oversight of the Department of Justice on Capitol Hill on Tuesday in Washington.

Matt McClain/The Washington Post via AP, Pool

Attorney General William Barr appears before 
the House Oversight Committee on Tuesday 
on Capitol Hill in Washington.

“I think 

particularly

for members 

of Congress who 

are going 

back-and-forth, 

they represent 

sort of the perfect 

petri dish for how 

you spread a 

disease.” 
— GOP Sen. Roy 

Blunt of Missouri

Lawmaker might have exposed AG Barr to 
COVID, spurring broad mask requirements 

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches Memorial Hospital in its 
latest step to manage its debts exited a 
contract with Cerner for a long-delayed 
information technology system.

The debt from the Cerner contract to-
taled around $20 million and was “one of  
the largest if  not the largest” obligations 
for the hospital, said attorney Deborah 
Williamson of debt reorganization firm 
Dykema.

The hospital settled the debt for $2.07 
million with a $1.01 mil-
lion termination fee, she 
said. The money was to 
be wired to Cerner on 
Wednesday.

“I think we’re in a po-
sition much better than 
what we have been in 
years,” hospital CEO 
Gary Stokes said.

The hospital extended its existing con-
tract with Cerner for Soarian, a clinical 
workflow software system, which hospi-
tal officials say they are pleased with.

Williamson said she had been trying 
to negotiate with Cerner for months, 
though the health technology giant ig-
nored her requests.

“Cerner wouldn’t talk to us for the lon-
gest time. They kept waiting to see who 
our partner was going to be,” Williamson 
said.

Memorial Hospital in April exited a 
contract with Juniper Advisory, the firm 
hired in July 2019 to strike a partnership 
deal. Hospital officials have made no 
public statement on whether they will 
continue to seek a partnership or operate 

Stokes

City expected to ban smoking at parks
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

A smoking ban in city 
playgrounds and park pavil-
ions is up for discussion by 
the Nacogdoches City Coun-
cil on Tuesday.

The council will hold a 

videoconference meeting 
at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday. Meet-
ings are streamed live at 
ci.nacogdoches.tx.us/21. 
Members of the public who 
want to comment on agen-
da items are asked to call 
or email the city secretary’s 
office before noon Tuesday, 

at (936)-559-2506 or vinsonj@
ci.nacogdoches.tx.us.
A citywide smoking ban 
enacted in 2008 prohibits 
lighting up in businesses 
or within 20 feet of pub-
lic entrances but didn’t 

Smoking » 3A

ATTOYAC WATERSHED

Got a crappy septic system? 

Program might bring relief
BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

It takes some paperwork, 
but some rural East Texas 
homeowners can get out of  
a crappy, and potentially 
toxic, situation with their 
septic systems.

Coordinating a grant-fund-
ed program to replace failing 
septic systems in the area 
known as the Attoyac Bayou 
Watershed, Emily Monroe 
of Texas A&M’s Texas Wa-
ter Resources Institute said 

More coverage inside
Blood center seeking plasma 
from recovered COVID patients
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