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BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

More help is on the way for East Texas busi-
nesses crippled by the pandemic as applica-
tions open for a new federal Paycheck Protec-
tion Program.

“Applications are online, funding has start-
ed and it will go quickly,” Angelina College 
Small Business Development Center Director 
Dianne Amerine warned during a confer-
ence call hosted Tuesday by the Nacogdoches 
County Chamber of Commerce.

The federal relief  pack-
age signed into law Dec. 27 
included a second round of  
the Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram, which has been nick-
named PPP2. Applications 
for the original program 
closed in August.

Like the first version, 
the program offers forgiv-
able loans to small business impacted by the 

BY LISA MASCARO, ZEKE MILLER 
and MARY CLARE JALONICK 
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S. House rushed 
ahead Tuesday toward impeaching 
President Donald Trump for the 
deadly Capitol attack, taking time 
only to try to persuade his vice pres-
ident to push him out first. Trump 
showed no remorse, blaming im-
peachment itself  for the “tremen-

dous anger” in America.
Already scheduled to leave office 

next week, Trump is on the verge of  
becoming the only president in his-
tory to be twice impeached. His in-
cendiary rhetoric at a rally ahead of  
the Capitol uprising is now in the im-
peachment charge against him, even 
as the falsehoods he spread about 
election fraud are still being champi-
oned by some Republicans.

The House convened Tuesday 

night to vote on urging Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence to invoke the 25th 
Amendment to the Constitution to 
remove Trump with a Cabinet vote. 
But shortly before that, Pence said he 
would not do so in a letter to House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi. 

He said that it would not be in the 
best interest of the nation or consis-
tent with the Constitution and that 
it was “time to unite our country 
as we prepare to inaugurate Presi-

dent-elect Joe Biden.”
Meanwhile, three three Re-

publican lawmakers, including 
third-ranking House GOP leader 
Liz Cheney of Wyoming, announced 
they would vote to impeach Trump 
on Wednesday, cleaving the Repub-
lican leadership, and the party itself.

“The President of the United 
States summoned this mob, assem-
bled the mob, and lit the flame of this 
attack,” said Cheney in a statement. 

“There has never been a greater be-
trayal by a President of the United 
States of his office and his oath to the 
Constitution.” 

As lawmakers reconvened at the 
Capitol for the first time since the 
bloody siege, they were bracing for 
more violence  ahead of Democratic 
President-elect Joe Biden’s inaugu-
ration, Jan. 20. 

Beautiful but powerless

WASHINGTON

Trump takes no responsibility for Capitol riot
House moves toward second impeachment; vote could come today

87TH TEXAS LEGISLATURE

Redistricting 
is clouded in 
uncertainty
BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

If  the coronavirus pandemic and a shrinking 
budget weren’t enough, Texas legislators this 
session will have to take on the ultra-contentious 
process of  redrawing maps for the state’s con-
gressional, legislative and state board of  educa-
tion districts.

But how and when redistricting 
will happen remains uncertain 
after the opening gavels for the 
Texas House and Senate sounded 
at noon Tuesday.

“I have not gone though a re-
districting session, but by all ac-
counts of those who have, it can 
be a very bare-knuckled, aggres-
sive process that can test patients 
and make tempers flare,” State Rep. Clardy told 
members of Rotary Club of Nacogdoches last 
week before heading to Austin. “In one way I’m 
looking forward to this process and hopefully we 
can get through it. We’ll see how that goes.”

The 2020 Census count is in the books, but the 
numbers aren’t expected to be available by the 

Clardy

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Texas lawmakers entered the 
87th Legislature on Tuesday deal-
ing with a $1 billion deficit from 
the previous biennium and less 
money to go around for the next 
two years.

Legislators should have about 
$112.5 billion to work with for the 
2022-23 biennium, Texas Comp-
troller Glenn Hegar said Monday. 
That’s a 0.4% decline from funds available over the 
past two years.

“In the context of a $250 billion budget, it’s 

Lawmakers facing 
a $1 billion deficit

Hegar
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More paycheck protection funding available 
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BY TIM MONZINGO
tmonzingo@dailysentinel.com

The effects of a powerful 
winter storm that rolled over 
the Pineywoods on Sunday 
were still being felt two days 
later, as thousands of people 
remained without power.

Oncor spokesman Roger 
Lindsey said Nacogdoches 
County and the immediately 
surrounding area suffered the 
brunt of the storm, which left 
some 12,000 customers with-
out power at the height of the 
event.

“Right about 5:00 Sunday 
afternoon it started,” Lindsey 
said Tuesday. “We’ve been go-

ing ever since.”
As of Tuesday afternoon, 

about 2,400 out of Oncor’s 
24,290 customers in Nacogdo-
ches County were still without 
power, he said.

San Augustine-based Deep 
East Texas Electric Coop had 
more than 4,000 customers in 
Nacogdoches County alone 
without power as of Tuesday 
morning, according to the 
company.

Across the company’s Deep 
East Texas area, the storm 
knocked out utilities for be-
tween 17,000 and 20,000 cus-
tomers.

Tim Monzingo/The Daily Sentinel

Asher Martin, age 7, crouches next to a snow angel he made on a hill along Maroney Drive Monday morning. Martin, his sibling and his 
parents came out to play in the snow in part because their home was without electricity. The storm that swept into Texas Sunday forced 
public schools and Stephen F. Austin State University to cancel classes for Monday.

Tim Monzingo/The Daily Sentinel

Cam Findeisen zips down a snow-covered embankment at Homer 
Bryce Stadium Monday morning to the cheers of friends and family 
members.

Several inches of snow blanket area, 
knocking off electricity for thousands

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches Medical 
Center this week announced 
tightened visitor restric-
tions as COVID-19-related 
hospitalizations continue to 
climb.

Visitors are limited 
pre-approved parents of  
young patients, a designated 
support person in Pediatric 

and Women’s Services, end-
of-life situations and others 
evaluated on a case-by-case 
basis, hospitals officials an-
nounced. No visitors will 
be allowed in the COVID-19 
patient care area, a press re-
lease from NMC Health Net-
work states.

Both patients and visitors 
are being screened for expo-
sure and symptoms of the 
coronavirus as they enter 

Nacogdoches Medical Cen-
ter. Similar measures are in 
place at Memorial Hospital, 
where visitors are prohib-
ited except those related to 
end-of-life, labor coaches or 
pediatric caregivers. NMC 
visitors must be age 16 and 
up, while those at Memorial 
must be 18 or older.

Hospitalizations in the 

Hospital tightens visitor restrictions
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