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CORONAVIRUS

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

U.S. regulators on Monday ex-
panded the use of Pfizer’s COVID-19 
vaccine to children as young as 12, 
offering a way to protect the nation’s 
adolescents before they head back to 
school in the fall and paving the way 
for them to return to more normal 
activities.

Shots could begin as soon as 

Thursday, after a federal vaccine 
advisory committee issues recom-
mendations for using the two-dose 
vaccine in 12- to 15-year-olds. An an-
nouncement is expected Wednesday.

Nacogdoches Fire and Rescue 
has applied to receive and distribute 
Pfizer’s vaccine after installing an 
ultra-cold freezer capable of stor-
ing the vaccine at a temperature of  
around 90 degrees Fahrenheit below 
zero.

It was unclear Tuesday when dos-
es of the Pfizer vaccine might ar-
rive. The majority of vaccines given 

in Nacogdoches County have been 
made by Moderna, though the sin-
gle-shot Johnson & Jonson vaccine is 
also in use again after a brief pause 
by federal health officials.

Nacogdoches County had 60 active 
cases of the coronavirus as of Mon-
day, the latest data available from 
Texas Department of State Health 
Services.

Around 31% of Nacogdoches 
County residents 16 and older are 

fully vaccinated.
Most COVID-19 vaccines world-

wide have been authorized for 
adults. Pfizer’s vaccine is being used 
in multiple countries for teens as 
young as 16, and Canada recently be-
came the first to expand use to 12 and 
up. Parents, school administrators 
and public health officials elsewhere 
have eagerly awaited approval for the 

CRIME

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

The Nacogdoches County’s Sheriff’s 
Office is seeking a man accused of stab-
bing his wife with 
a screwdriver on 
Mother’s Day be-
cause she wanted to 
go to church, Sheriff  
Jason Bridges said 
Monday afternoon.

Rodolfo Madera 
Gonzalez, 43, is want-
ed for aggravated 
family violence as-
sault with a weapon, 
a first-degree felony.

Gonzalez got into 
an argument with his wife on Mother’s 
Day because she wanted to go to church 
and then stabbed her multiple times with a 
screwdriver, Bridges said in a press release.

“The assault occurred in the 300 block 
of CR 6108, where the suspect fled the 
scene after the stabbing. The victim was 
transported to a local hospital, where she 
is in stable condition,” Bridges said.

Gonzalez is believed to be driving a 
2007 Gray Dodge Ram half ton pickup 
bearing Texas license plate number BS9-
9021.

“The suspect is believed to be on the 
run, and has possibly left the area. The 
suspect is also wanted for a violation of  
a protective order, a third-degree felony,” 
Bridges said.

Washed Out
wild 2021 weather continues

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

The wild weather of 2021 con-
tinued early this week as flooding 
and downed trees closed nearly 
two dozen roads in the aftermath 
of severe thunderstorms that 
dropped more than 2 inches of  
rain across the region.

More than 20 roads across the 
county were closed because of  
high water or fallen trees Monday, 
and eight remained closed Tues-
day morning, according to the 
Nacogdoches County Emergency 
Management Office. The roads 
still closed Tuesday were along 
swollen creek and river beds like 
CR 756 that cross Loco Bayou 
southwest of Alazan, and CR 526 
that passes over Lanana Creek 
south of Nacogdoches. Several 
roads in the Woden and Chireno 
area also remained closed due to 
high water all along the Attoyac 
Bayou watershed.

Nacogdoches and Woden ISDs 
canceled classes Monday due to 
flooded roads throughout their 
districts, and Chireno ISD opted 
for a late start.

More than 2 inches of rain fell 
across the region Sunday after-
noon into Monday morning, and 
another 0.85 inches fell Monday 
night, according to the National 

Weather Service.
Widespread power outages ac-

companied the early week rain 
and lightning with more than 

1,000 customers without power 
Monday morning. Those numbers 
dipped significantly by Tuesday 
but customers in Melrose were 

still reporting power outages.
More rain was expected Tues-

day night into Wednesday morn-
ing, which could lead to more 
widespread flooding. Strong thun-
derstorms were in the weather 
service forecast for Wednesday.

The Nacogdoches Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant off  Rayburn 
Road was overwhelmed by rain-
water, city officials said, and more 
than 100,000 gallons of water 
flowed into Lanana Creek, which 
led to flooding along CR 526.

“The environmental threat is 
minimal as the overflow was 95% 
rainwater,” city spokeswoman 
Bethanie Griffin said in an email.

Lake Nacogdoches, near the 
city’s surface water treatment 
plant, was listed as 100% full 
Tuesday about 3 feet beyond flood 
stage. That’s down about a foot 
from the week before following 
another round of heavy spring 
rains. Sam Rayburn Reservoir 
was about 4 feet above normal ca-
pacity Tuesday.

The Attoyac Bayou was more 
than 4 feet above flood stage Tues-
day and expected to remain swol-
len throughout the week as more 
rain saturates the region.

The flooding comes less than 
three months after unprecedented 

Vaccine info
Moderna and Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines are currently available in 
Nacgodoches County. Schedule an 
appointment online at tinyurl.com/
VacNac or call 936-305-8488. 

Feds lower age for Pfizer shot to 12

Man wanted 
in stabbing 
of wife on 
Mother’s Day

Rodolfo Madera 
Gonzalez

Sheriff: Woman wanted to go 
to church; husband attacked 
her with screwdriver Sunday
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Roads flood as more rain on the way

Photos by Josh Edwards/The Daily Sentinel

Spanish Bluff Road leading to Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Moral was one of around two dozen county roads closed at one point 
Monday due to high water and fallen trees. More heavy rain is on the way, which could spark more flooding around the county, especially along 
already swollen creek beds. 

Floodwater from Carrizo Bayou flows under Woden Road near Marion 
Ferry Road on Monday morning.

An Oncor 
lineman 
works to 
restore 
power at 
Austin 
Street and 
North Street 
on Monday 
morning.

CITY GOVERNMENT

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

In his ninth month in Nacogdoches, 
City Manager Mario Canizares readily 
points out advantages of  
small-town living.

“You drive around and 
see the natural attributes 
this community has, 
and one of the things 
COVID taught us is you 
can live anywhere on the 
planet and still work,” 
Canizares told Nacogdo-
ches County Republican 
Women’s Club during a luncheon ad-
dress Monday. “At some point, people get 
tired of the gridlock, and they’re going to 
find this hidden gem in Nacogdoches.”

But pine trees and lakes aside, the 

Canizares describes 

memorable start, 

future goals for city

Canizares

Weather » 3A Canizares » 3A

Pfizer » 3A

http://dailysentinel.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=68f984cf-b0ee-533f-be31-105e777b5c44
http://dailysentinel.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=68f984cf-b0ee-533f-be31-105e777b5c44
http://dailysentinel.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=68f984cf-b0ee-533f-be31-105e777b5c44
http://dailysentinel.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=68f984cf-b0ee-533f-be31-105e777b5c44
http://dailysentinel.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=68f984cf-b0ee-533f-be31-105e777b5c44
http://dailysentinel.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=68f984cf-b0ee-533f-be31-105e777b5c44

