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TEXAS LEGISLATURE 

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

The catastrophic Texas blackout 
was a wider failure than the state’s 
power grid, which teetered on the 
brink of an even bigger collapse 
during a freeze that knocked out elec-
tricity to 4 million customers, energy 
executives told legislators this week.

The testimony came as lawmak-
ers turned their attention away from 
budget shortfalls and the coronavi-
rus pandemic to meet for two days 

focused on what led to Texans being 
in the dark as back-to-back winter 
storms brought record-breaking 

snow and cold.
“Any day I’m ex-

pecting the rivers to 
turn red and a swarm 
of locusts hit the state 
of Texas. It’s of bibli-
cal proportions,” Sen. 
Robert Nichols said 
before hearings began 
Thursday.

One energy CEO said he sounded 
a warning days before what became 
one of the worst power outages in 

U.S. history, including to the office of  
Republican Gov. Greg Abbott, whose 
regulatory appointees came under 
sharp criticism during the first in-
vestigative hearing since last week’s 
crisis.

Leaders of other power companies 
said they thought the system would 
hold, while also acknowledging that 
a failure to buttress their generators 
against subfreezing weather contrib-
uted to the outages.

“Who is at fault?” state Rep. Todd 

Hunter, a Republican, demanded of  
witnesses during hours of testimony 
at the Texas Capitol.

Customers were initially told of  
statewide rolling blackouts — con-
trolled outages caused by power pro-
viders — that would help the state 
keep up with record demand for 
energy. But many customers were 
without electricity for days after-
ward.

CITY GOVERNMENT

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

Banker Jimmy Mize is the lone candi-
date for Nacogdoches mayor after his only 
opponent withdrew from the May 1 race.

Current Mayor Shelley Brophy is not 
seeking reelection.

Former Councilman 
Matt Moore had filed for 
mayor just before the 
Feb. 12 deadline but a 
week later withdrew his 
candidacy. Moore ran 
unsuccessfully against 
Brophy in 2019. It was 
during that election that 
Mize served as her cam-
paign chairman. Later, when she opted 
not to seek another term, she encouraged 
Mize to run.

“I’ve seen so many things that our 
community can be,” he said. “I’ve lived 
here almost all my life, and I’ve seen 
some growth. We’ve just got to push for-
ward and combine resources and work 
together with Stephen F. Austin and the 
school district. We’ve got those leaders 
in place with Dr. (Stephen F. Austin State 

NISD in recovery mode

BY TIM MONZINGO
tmonzingo@dailysentinel.com

At least 20% of Nacogdoches ISD’s 
buildings suffered severe damage 
during last week’s winter storms, set-
ting grounds and maintenance pro-
fessionals within the district scram-
bling to battle flooding and broken 
equipment.

Some of the damage didn’t become 
apparent until days after the icy ten-
drils of the winter maelstrom had re-
ceded, and it might be spring before 
some of the destruction is fixed, said 
Ralph LaRue, NISD’s Facilities and 
Construction director.

Of NISD’s 80 buildings, 17 suffered 
significant damage mostly as a result 
of broken water lines, challenging 
the district’s sole plumber, Joe Lewis, 
to work 12-hour shifts crawling be-
neath campus buildings and smash-
ing through tile and drywall to access 
burst piping.

“We all jumped in and did plumb-
ing, but we only have one plumber,” 
LaRue told the school board Thurs-
day night. “He’s done a tremendous 
job for us. He got us running before 
he got his own house running.”

LaRue said the district has been 
searching for a second plumber to 

join its staff  but had been unable to 
find someone to fill the opening be-
cause of a shortage of tradespeople.

Nacogdoches High School and 
Brooks-Quinn-Jones Elementary 
School were the hardest-hit campus-
es. A broken coil inside a heating 
and air conditioning unit at the high 
school dumped water into a pair of  
classrooms at the high school, forc-
ing maintenance staff  to cut out large 
sections of drywall.

In the ninth grade building near 
the fire station, a ruptured pipe flood-
ed a lab and hallway, LaRue said.

Both of those buildings had initial-
ly been inspected on Feb. 18 as the sit-
uation was assessed, but days of be-
low and near-freezing temperatures 
meant ice plugs didn’t break free un-
til warmer weather arrived.

Flooding in part of the competition 
gym at the high school means a por-
tion of the basketball court will need 
to be replaced, and the entire floor 
will need to be refinished — a task 
district staff  had only recently com-
pleted.

LaRue said he’d been in touch with 
the company working on installing 
the new court at Stephen F. Austin 
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‘Who is at fault?’ Probe into blackout begins

Nichols

“Any day I’m expecting 
the rivers to turn red and 
a swarm of locusts hit the 
state of Texas. It’s of 
biblical proportions.”

STATE SEN. ROBERT NICHOLS

R-JACKSONVILLE

Mize sole 
candidate 
for mayor

Mize

HIGHER EDUCATION

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Stephen F. Austin State University pres-
ident Dr. Scott Gordon joined other higher 
education leaders around Texas this week 
in asking Senate Finance 
Committee to restore 
funding to colleges and 
universities that was cut 
because of budget short-
falls related to the corona-
virus pandemic.

Gov. Greg Abbott last 
year asked all state agen-
cies to cut budgets by 5% 
after the pandemic shuttered businesses 
leading to decreased sales tax revenue 
and a downturn in the oil and gas mar-
ket. At SFA that cut amounted to around 
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Crews battle widespread damage

NISD photo

Nacogdoches ISD’s Keith Hayter prepares a torch while working at Nacogdoches High School on Feb. 22.

NISD photo

NISD’s Mike Haley, left, and Maintenance Director Ralph LaRue 
repair the backflow preventer at McMichael Middle School 
Friday morning. A repair kit for the mechanism was ordered from 
New Hampshire, and a replacement for will be shipped in from 
Ohio, LaRue told school board trustees Thursday.Damage » 4A Funding » 4A

Mize » 4A

Blackout » 4A
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