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ELECTIONS

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

The Texas Supreme Court on 
Tuesday ordered three Green Par-
ty candidates to be restored to the 
November ballot after Democrats 
successfully sued to remove them in 
a move that will delay the roll-out of  
mail-in ballots and has already dis-
rupted the voting process for military 

and overseas voters.
The move comes 

more than two weeks af-
ter the Texas Secretary 
of State’s Office formal-
ly finalized ballots on 
Aug. 31.

“The state did not give 
us any warning at all 
that something was in the works that 
could potentially change the ballot 

weeks after certification,” said Na-
cogdoches County Elections Admin-
istrator Todd Stallings. “I would have 
never dreamed of it.”

Stallings said his office was on 
track to send out mail ballots to more 
than 2,000 local voters this week, 
but the plans have been scrapped 
because of the court decision. Re-
publicans and Democrats have both 
launched initiatives to get voters 

over 65 to use mail-in ballots and 
avoid going to the polls in person be-
cause of the coronavirus pandemic.

“My best guess now is it may be 
closer to Oct. 1 before mail ballots go 
out to local voters,” Stallings said. He 
later added, “I want people to know 
that your county government hasn’t 
failed you. This is a state-level prob-
lem. Locally, we were ready to go and 
did everything correct.”

The ruling leaves election admin-
istrators like Stallings scrambling to 
update overseas and military ballots 
by the Saturday mailing deadline 
and sending new, corrected ballots 
to replace any that had already been 
mailed.

“I already sent them ballots last 
week. They can receive ballots via 

COURT

Editor’s note: This story 
contains graphic content that 
some readers might find objec-
tionable.

BY JOSH EDWARDS
jedwards@dailysentinel.com

A Shelby County man who 
federal prosecutors are call-
ing the “Dark Web Cannibal” 
after he post-
ed an online 
ad seeking to 
abuse, kill and 
eat a child, will 
spend 40 years 
in federal pris-
on for child ex-
ploitation viola-
tions.

Alexander Nathan Barter, 
23, of Joaquin, was sentenced 
Thursday by U.S. District 
Judge Michael Turncale, more 
than two years after he posted 
an ad saying he wanted to “see 
how it feels to take a life.”

“As this chilling case demon-
strates, online talk is not al-
ways just talk. The constant 
vigilance of our law enforce-
ment partners has prevented 
an evildoer from finding a like-
minded accomplice and bring-
ing his grisly plan to fruition,” 
U.S. Attorney Stephen J. Cox 
said in a statement. “This case 
is a sobering reminder of how 
the brave men and women of  
law enforcement face down the 
worst of the worst in the scari-
est of scenarios.”

Barter pleaded guilty in late 
2019, though the plea was not 
certified until January. As part 

BY JOSH EDWARDS
jedwards@dailysentinel.com

Gov. Greg Abbott on Thurs-
day eased restrictions for 
businesses, long-term care fa-
cilities and hospitals in most 
parts of the state but kept bars 
shuttered.

Starting Monday, business-
es, museums, libraries and 
gyms that have been oper-
ating at 50% occupancy will 
be allowed to expand to 75% 
in regions of the state where 
coronavirus-related hospital-
izations are below 15%.

Nacogdoches Chamber 
CEO C. Wayne Mitchell called 
the announcement “welcome 
news” for local businesses.

“I know some of our restau-
rants clearly were struggling 
at 50% capacity. This will 

The Daily Sentinel
Home of Stephen F. Austin State UniversityNACOGDOCHES, TEXAS

❧

18991899

S
er

vi
n

g 
th

e 

O
ldest Town in T

exas sin
ce 

DailySentinel.com83/61 » 6A Follow us Call us » 564-8361 Missed your paper » 936-631-2629

Business » 6B         Classified » 1C         Dear Abby » 5B         NacFaces » 5A         Obituaries » 3A         Opinion » 7B         Outdoors » 4B         Weather » 6A         Sports » 1B

7 906583 02150

Vol. No. 122 Issue 9 • $2

Sunday » September 20, 2020

Court victory for Green Party will delay mail-in ballots

Stallings

‘Dark Web 
Cannibal’ 
to serve 
40 years

Barter

Abbott eases restrictions 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Free Wi-Fi has been set up for 
the public at city parks as well 
as the police station, City Hall 
parking lot, library and recre-
ation center, the city announced 
this week.

Providing Wi-Fi through 
grants from the federal coro-
navirus relief package, city 
officials say they hope to assist 
students attending virtual class-

es as well as others affected by 
the pandemic. In assisting stu-
dents, the city has partnered 
with Naogdoches ISD’s Dragon 
Connected program.

The city has received an esti-
mated $370,000 in federal relief  
funding, the majority of which 
is being used for pandemic re-
sponse such as protective equip-
ment, overtime and chemical 
foggers. In addition to the public 
internet access, hand washing 

stations are also planned.
City facilities with public 

Wi-Fi include: C.L. Simon Rec-
reation Center and the Judy 
McDonald Public Library, 1112 
North St.; Nacogdoches Police 
Department, 312 W. Main St.; 
and the City Hall parking lot, 202 
E. Pilar St.

Parks with Wi-Fi are: Banita 
Creek, 501 Pearl St.; Eugenia 

BY SHAWN MULCAHY
The Texas Tribune

Texas long-term care facilities 
— even those with active COVID-19 
cases — can allow visitors begin-
ning Sept. 24, Gov. Greg Abbott an-
nounced Thursday.

Eligible facilities include nursing 
homes and intermediate care cen-
ters that serve residents without 
COVID-19, but that also have an iso-
lation wing reserved for those who 
test positive for the virus. Visitation 
also will be allowed at state support-
ed living centers, which house resi-
dents with intellectual and develop-

mental disabilities.
Visitors previously were allowed 

only into long-term care facilities 
where there were no active cases of  
the virus among residents and no 
confirmed cases among staff  mem-
bers in the past two weeks, based 
on state guidelines released Aug. 6. 

Nursing homes visits 
will have complex rules

City offering free public Wi-Fi access

A sign announces 
City Hall as a Dragon 
Connected hotspot for 
internet access. Providing 
Wi-Fi through grants from 
the federal coronavirus 
relief package, city 
officials say they hope to 
assist students attending 
virtual classes as well as 
others affected by the 
pandemic.
Josh Edwards/ The Daily 
Sentinel 

INTERNET ACCESSIBILITY 

Tim Monzingo/The Daily Sentinel

Diners make their way into Bottlecap Alley Icehouse Grill Friday afternoon. 
Restaurants will soon be able to operate at 75% capacity as the result of an 
executive order by Gov. Greg Abbott announced this week.

Tim Monzingo/The Daily Sentinel

A pair of customers enjoy the balmy September weather as they eat outside Dolli’s Diner Friday afternoon. A recent order 
by Gov. Greg Abbott means restaurants will be able to increase the number of patrons they can serve in areas that meet 
certain COVID-19 requirements.

Businesses in 
most of state 
can expand 
occupancy

Inside

Officials urge diligence as 
cases appear to have peaked
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