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Gohmert says 
Biden stole 
election, but 
Fox disagrees

Vaccines could give economy shot in the arm 
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With the COVID-19 vaccine draw-
ing closer and flu season around the 
corner, the most important thing 
Americans can do to help bolster 
and fully reopen the economy is to 

get vaccinated, an ad-
viser in the largest 
public health initiative 
in the nation’s history 
told the Nacogdoches 
County Chamber of  
Commerce this week.

“We cannot really get 
to opening our econo-
my unless we stop the flu and stop 

COVID,” said Steven Anderson, presi-
dent and CEO of the National Associa-
tion of Chain Drug Stores and a mem-
ber of the panel advising the federal 
government on how to distribute the 
upcoming COVID-19 vaccine.

Polling by the drug store associ-
ation indicates 90% of Americans 
understand the importance of pro-
tocols designed to curb the spread of  

the novel coronavirus, but only 67% 
receive an annual flu shot. Last year, 
around 65,000 people died of flu in 
the United States.

“If  we hold up to those num-
bers this season, it will exhaust our 
health care system, which is highly 
fatigued,” Anderson said. “The idea 
of having a twin-demic between flu 
and COVID is really not going to be 

good for our country.”
The pharmacy group has been 

turning to local chambers of com-
merce to help get out the message 
that “we cannot fully open our econ-
omy” until the virus is under con-
trol, Anderson said.

Public health officials and state 
Anderson

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

U.S. Rep. Louie Gohmert stepped up 
his defense of President Donald Trump 
during a Thursday morn-
ing appearance on “Fox 
and Friends First” in 
which he called Amer-
icans who reject un-
substantiated claims of  
widespread voter fraud 
“ignorant” and “biased.”

“I believe the election 
was stolen and anybody 
who says the allegations 
of fraud are unfounded is either ignorant 
or so biased that they’re trying to affect 
outcome,” said the Tyler Republican who 
East Texans recently reelected to a ninth 

Gohmert

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

A portion of Raguet Street is closed for 
repairs near East Austin and is expected to 
reopen by mid-December, city officials say.

City Council in March approved near-
ly $300,000 in drainage repair and other 
work on Raguet Street between Brook-
shire and Millard drives. 

In a project that requires closing the 
street for an estimated 45 days, Aus-
tin-based DIGG Commercial is replacing 

Street work 
targets Raguet, 
Park, Pearl
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FROM STAFF REPORTS

Nacogdoches ISD’s direc-
tor of student support ser-
vices will become the newest 
member of the State Board 
of Education in January.

Dr. Audrey Young, who 

has been an educator for 27 
years and has worked at all 
levels within public schools, 
will be sworn in this January 
as District 8 member of the 
board.

The State Board of Edu-
cation sets curriculum stan-

dards in Texas, reviews and 
adopts instructional mate-
rial and establishes gradu-
ation requirements for the 
state’s 5 million children 
attending public schools. It 
also oversees the Texas Per-
manent School Fund, an en-

dowment established years 
ago to benefit public educa-
tion in the state.

“We’re very proud of Dr. 
Young and her victory in 
the election,” said NISD 

Young elected to State Board of Education
Dr. Audrey 
Young, director 
of student 
support 
services for 
Nacogdoches 
ISD, has been 
elected to the 
State Board of 
Education.
NISD photo 
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Some Nacogdoches ISD board 
members voiced concerns this 
week over the possibility of cost 
overruns mounting as the three 
capstone projects funded by a vot-
er-backed 2018 bond issue grind 
along, even though the district 
is within the projected budget 
agreed upon for the projects.

The concerns were driven by an 
analysis of the ongoing construc-
tion work that showed a $5.03 mil-
lion overrun, even as savings else-

where were accounted for, with 
several of the projects less than 
30% finished.

“My concern there ... (is) we 
still have a lot of projects to go, 
and … we don’t know how those 
are going to hit,” said Pam Fitch, 
the board president. “We need to 
save every penny we can and try 
to make sure we hit all these other 
areas as well.”

Only one phase of the three cap-
stone projects — purchasing land 
for the new Emeline Carpenter 

NISD board gets update on costly 

bond-funded construction projects

Photos by Tim Monzingo/The Daily Sentinel

Workers clamber over rebar set in place for the foundation of the expansion at McMichael Middle School on Friday. The expansion along with 
the new Emeline Carpenter campus and renovations at the high school are the three capstone projects currently underway in the district.

Workers and 
machinery 
bustle 
around the 
Emeline 
Carpenter 
Elementary 
School 
construction 
site on 
Friday. 
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