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CORONAVIRUS

BY JOSH EDWARDS
jedwards@dailysentinel.com

Active COVID-19 cases 
continued to climb at re-
cord levels this week as 
state officials announced 
possible delays in receiv-
ing supplies for the local 
monoclonal antibody infu-
sion center.

Patients who remain 
contagious were at 778 Fri-
day morning, up from 664 a 
week ago and 745 Wednes-
day. Fifty-one COVID-19 
patients were hospitalized 
here Friday morning, with 
18 in intensive care.

Health care officials 
have credited antibody 
infusions with keeping 
hospitals from becoming 
totally overwhelmed, but 
a shortage of therapeutics 
and a change in distribu-

tion methods could hinder 
the fight against the virus.

This week federal offi-
cials transitioned how the 
drugs are being distribut-
ed. Previously sites like the 
one in Nacogdoches could 
directly order from distrib-
uters. Now, all monoclonal 
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Cases near 800
Vital therapy may be 
delayed because of 
distribution change

“I did have COVID 

and I’m completely 

beyond it. It made 

me feel completely 

different within 24 

hours.
NISD SUPERINTENDENT 

GABRIEL TRUJILLO 

ON RECEIVING MONOCLONAL  

ANTIBODY INFUSION

SFA and staff graphic
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A student from Fredonia Hill Baptist Academy rings the bell of the Old University 
Building as part of a Constitution Week ceremony sponsored by Daughters of the 
American Revolution on Friday. DAR marked the 234th anniversary of the signing of the 
U.S. Constitution by letting students ring the bell of the historic building 234 times. 
The annual ceremony drew dozens of students in addition to local officials and other 
spectators. 

PUBLIC SAFETY

BY VALERIE REDDELL
valerie.reddell@dailysentinel.com

Courtney Herring feels lucky to be alive.
The 25-year-old Nacogdoches woman 

was a passenger on a mo-
torcycle that was struck 
by an SUV on Sept. 4.

She and the driver of  
the 2020 Honda remain in 
a Tyler hospital recover-
ing from serious injuries.

The crash occurred 
around 11:50 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 4, on U.S. 59, just 
south of CR 5021 between 
Woodland Hills Golf Club 
and Lugnutz Bar and Grill.

After preliminary investigation, DPS 
investigators said that the motorcycle was 
traveling north in the outside lane and 
was slowing down to turn right into the 
entrance of a private business when an 

Night out with 

friends ends in 

life-changing crash

Herring

POLITICS

BY VALERIE REDDELL
valerie.reddell@dailysentinel.com

Allen West drew a full house of true be-
lievers Tuesday to the Rebellion Barn at Mil-
lard’s Crossing for an event 
hosted by Nacogdoches 
Conservative Watch. West 
is seeking the Republican 
nomination for governor in 
the 2022 primary.

West’s campaign plat-
form focuses on individual 
freedoms, rule of law, bor-
der security, reducing the 
burden of property taxes, 
curtailing foreign influence 
and election integrity.

Mindful of the setting for Tuesday’s event, 
West invoked the memory of several of the 
heroes of the Texas Revolution, pointed out 
that spirit of Texas is not dependent on being 
a native Texan.

West invokes spirit 

of past Texas heroes 

at campaign event

WEST
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Racks BBQ and Catering co-owner Russell Wright delivers 
pulled pork to the kitchen at the county expo center 
during a benefit fundraiser for Nacogdoches police Sgt. 
Al Patterson who is recovering from COVID-19. See more 
photos on Page 4A

BY VALERIE REDDELL
valerie.reddell@dailysentinel.com

The widely publicized rift be-
tween faculty and staff  at Ste-
phen F. Austin State University 
and its president Dr. Scott Gor-
don reached a peak last week, 
weeks after Gordon shared doc-
uments detailing how the finan-
cial crisis developed.

Gordon’s analysis reveals a 
10-year trend 
of declining en-
rollment and 
student credit 
hours — the pri-
mary statistics 
that drive state 
appropriations.

The budget 
was one of three 
chief concerns 
expressed by faculty and staff  
during a series of meetings, 
Board of Regents chairwoman 
Karen Gantt said during a spe-
cial meeting over the weekend. 
Tensions came to a head after 
Gordon accepted an $85,000 
raise this spring but later re-
turned it. The Faculty Senate 
issued a vote a no confidence in 
Gordon, in part due to his accep-
tance of the raise.

The vote, which also asked 
Regents to revoke Gordon’s 
contract, was supported by all 
heads of all the university’s de-
partments and deans of its six 
colleges. Regents so far have 
taken no action in open session 
but have requested an audit of  
finances.

Gordon says 
budget woes 
result of a 
10-year trend

Gordon
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