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josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Former Nacogdoches Memorial Hos-
pital CEO Scott Street and other leaders 
at Medical Center of South Arkansas 
were chided by medical staff  there who 
unanimously voted late last month that 
they had no confidence in the hospital’s 
leadership.

Street, who abruptly departed from 
Memorial in January 2017 
without public explanation, 
has been head of South Ar-
kansas Medical Center in 
El Dorado, Arkansas, since 
November 2017. El Dorado 
is  a town of around 18,000 
people in central southern 
Arkansas, about 50 miles north of Rus-
ton, Louisiana.

He was head of Memorial for just un-
der three years, and after his departure 
financial woes at the hospital came to 
light after years of The Daily Sentinel 
receiving tips from hospital employees 
accusing Street of mismanagement.

Dr. Ezinne Nwude, chief of staff  at the 
Medical Center of South Arkansas, told 
the El Dorado News that medical staff  at 
the hospital have “no confidence in the 
current leadership of this organization 
spearheaded by Scott Street.”

“This is the first leadership that the 
general medical staff  of this hospital 
have had enough concern about their 
practices and politics that they decided 
to come together and speak up and make 
this unanimous vote of no confidence,” 
Nwude said.

The doctor declined to elaborate on 
the issues that led to the vote but reiter-
ated that there was “no faith or trust” in 
Street and other administrators.

An audit of Nacogdoches Memorial 
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BY NICOLE BRADFORD
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Free COVID-19 vaccines will 
be among the latest additions to 
the Texas Blueberry Festival, 
returning to downtown Satur-
day after a pandemic-related 
absence.

Canceled for 2020 because of  
the coronavirus pandemic, the 
festival sponsored by Tipton 
Ford and organized by the 
Chamber of Commerce returns 
with the usual favorites: Pan-
cakes served by the Kiwanis 
Club at 8 a.m., a car show in 
Festival Park, cooking demon-
strations inside Commercial 
Bank of Texas, a 10 a.m. pet 
parade down Main Street and 
a children’s bounce and splash 

park with $10 wristbands.
“We have over 200 vendors 

scheduled and over 250 booths,” 
said C. Wayne Mitchell, 
president and CEO of the local 

chamber. “There’s going to 
be all sorts of exciting things 
going on.”

After weeks of nearly steady 
rain, organizers have worried 
about storms disrupting the 
festival. But the latest forecast 
from the National Weather 
Service calls for mostly sunny 

Daily Sentinel file photo

Lufkin residents Zayne, left, and Zander Landry chow down on blueberry pies at the pie eating contest 
during 2019 Texas Blueberry Festival.

Daily Sentinel file photo

A dog walks along Main Street during the True Blue Pet Parade at 
the 2019 Texas Blueberry Festival. The festival drew an estimated 
24,000 visitors and returns this year after a pandemic-related 
hiatus.

If You Go
The 2021 Texas 
Blueberry Festival gets 
underway at 8 a.m. 
downtown Saturday. For 
more information and 
schedules, visit www.tbf.
nacogdoches.org.

Back and Blue
Festival returns Saturday after hiatus

Vaccines, entertainment 
on tap for return of festival

Inside
See the official festival map 
inside today 
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“This is the first leadership that 

the general medical staff of 

this hospital have had enough 

concern about their practices 

and politics that they decided to 

come together and speak up and 

make this unanimous vote of no 

confidence,” 
DR. EZINNE NWUDE 

ON FORMER MEMORIAL HOSPITAL CEO SCOTT 

STREET IN HIS NEW ROLE IN ARKANSAS

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@
dailysentinel.com

The board of Nacogdoches 
Memorial Hospital almost im-
mediately went behind closed 
doors Tuesday to discuss its 
potential part-
nership with 
The Lion Star 
Group, LLC and 
the search for a 
new top admin-
istrator for the 
hospital district.

Board mem-
bers met in open session for 
about minute and a half be-
fore voting to enter executive 
session for discussion. The 
boardroom emptied except for 
board members and hospital 
attorneys Jerry Baker and 
Travis Clardy. Debt reorgani-
zation attorney Deborah Wil-
liamson attended by phone.

No votes can be taken in 
closed session, and items on 
Tuesday’s agenda were listed 
as for discussion only.

In April, the hospital an-
nounced that it had entered an 
“exclusive letter of intent” to 
lease operations of Nacogdo-
ches Memorial Health — the 
entity that operates the hospi-
tal — to Lion Star.

Lion Star’s managing part-
ner is Sean Fowler, according 
to information released by the 
hospital. Sean Fowler, who is 
a graduate of Texas A&M and 
has business interests in Tex-
as, is also president and chief  
operating officer of Halsen 
Healthcare in California and 
CEO of South Texas Associ-
ates and Resources, which is 
based in California.

The Daily Sentinel could not 
independently verify Tuesday 
night if  Lion’s Star’s Fowler 
is the same as Halsen’s, but 
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BY NATHAN WICKER
nathan.wicker@dailysentinel.com

Summer is a time for students 
and faculty to decompress after 
a school year like no other, but 
NISD Plant Services will be 
hard at work on a number of  
maintenance and construction 
projects around the district.

The plant services depart-
ment began work on district 
campuses immediately follow-
ing the end of the school year, 
and will work seven days a week 
to ensure they complete projects 
by the August deadline when 
teachers report back to prepare 

for the new school year.
Plant Service workers will 

have a day off  to celebrate July 
Fourth, and the department will 
use that date to assess the prog-
ress of the various projects, said 
Ralph Larue, NISD Director of  
Facilities and Construction.

Of the projects the plant ser-
vices have begun or will begin 
in the near future, arguably the 
most notable is the beginning 
stages of the transition of Fre-
donia Elementary into an early 
childhood center that will house 
the district’s pre-kindergarten 

District busy with 
summer projects

BY NATHAN WICKER
nathan.wicker@dailysentinel.com

It took roughly 10 months 
since the opening, but Na-
cogdoches ISD is finally 
ready to unveil the district’s 
transportation center to the 
public.

The transportation center 
will be on display for all to 
see during a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony hosted by the dis-
trict at 10:30 a.m. Thursday.

“Because of the foresight 
of our community, the suc-
cessful bond election more 

than two years ago is re-
shaping Nacogdoches ISD,” 
Superintendent Dr. Gabriel 
Trujillo said in a written 
statement.“And this trans-
portation center is just the 
beginning.”

Under normal circum-
stances, a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony would have taken 
place closer to the time of  
opening. However, due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, a 
ceremony was put on hold. 
The district originally posted 

Ribbon-cutting set 
for Thursday at NISD 
transportation center

Les Linebarger/NISD photo

Around $5 million of a $77.9 million bond issue was 
used to renovate the district’s transportation center. 
Much of the original building was retained, but it was 
reconfigured and renovated to create much needed 
office space and a large meeting area for bus drivers 
and transportation staff.Projects » 3A Transportation » 3A

Street » 3A Blueberry » 3A

Deal » 3A
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