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CORONAVIRUS

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The number of active coronavirus 
cases in Nacogdoches County was 
at 266 Tuesday, falling for a second 
straight day, and down significantly 
from the nearly 450 active cases re-

ported Friday.
Monday and Tuesday saw a total 

of 26 cases — seven Monday and 19 
Tuesday — added to the tally, though 
the number of people who’ve over-
come the novel coronavirus jumped 
significantly.

State officials recorded 836 recov-
eries on Tuesday, a climb of 38 from 
Monday’s total of 798. The number 
of deaths in which the virus played 
a role remained at 32 for the 15th day 
in a row. Cumulative confirmed cases 
since the virus was first detected here 
in March was at 1,334 Tuesday.

The mortality rate — the percent-
age of confirmed cases resulting in 
death — was at 2.8% Tuesday.

The slight uptick in cases corre-
sponded with an enormous leap in 

tests administered by health offi-
cials. On Monday, the total number 
of coronavirus tests administered 
within Nacogdoches County climbed 
by 2,063, driven in part due to drive-
up tests last week at the county expo 
center. A total of 8,524 tests had been 
administered locally as of Tuesday 
afternoon.

Gov. Greg Abbott speaking at 
a news conference Tuesday in 

UNIVERSITY

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Stephen F. Austin State University stu-
dent will begin to return to campus this 
week for the first time since the coronavi-
rus pandemic forced all in-person classes 
to be canceled in March.

The university’s fresh-
man orientation, known 
as Jack Camp, begins 
Thursday in a return to 
some sense of  normalcy 
for a campus that’s been 
largely empty for five 
months.

“I’ve been on college 
campuses for 35 years 
and when the students aren’t here it’s 
just not the same. This is something I 
look forward to,” university president 
Dr. Scott Gordon said during a confer-
ence call Tuesday with the Nacogdoches 
Chamber of Commerce.

The fall semester is set to begin Aug. 
24, but campus life will be far from 
typical. Everyone on campus will be 
required to wear a face covering and 
maintain social distancing practices. 

BY JOSH EDWARDS
jedwards@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches High School is 
seeking a new leader after prin-
cipal Dr. Rom Crespo resigned 
to take a similar position in the 
Houston area.

Crespo announced his depar-
ture in an email sent to parents 
of high school students Tuesday 
afternoon.

“I have accepted an oppor-
tunity to return to Houston 
for the 2020-2021 school year 
and although I am happy to be 
back at home with my family, 
it is bittersweet leaving such an 
awesome staff, groups of  stu-
dents, and community,” Crespo 
said in the email.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The first major project fund-
ed by a $77.9 million bond pack-
age approved by voters in 2018 
will be open for business soon.

Nacogdoches ISD’s trans-
portation center is nearing 
completion, and staff  will soon 

begin moving into the new fa-
cility, district officials said.

“NISD is grateful for the 
Board of Trustees as well as 
the voters of NISD for over-
whelming support in 2018 to 
provide the funds to complete 
the transportation center,” Su-
perintendent Dr. Gabriel Tru-

jillo said. “And let’s not forget 
the vision and mission of our 
former superintendent, Alton 
Frailey, who saw what this fa-
cility could be.”

Voters in 2018 overwhelming-
ly approved the bond package 

After record high, cases decline sharply

Gordon

SFA campus  
is coming 
back to life
But ‘things don’t 
look good’ for fall 
sports, Gordon says

Josh Edwards/The Daily Sentinel

Dr. Rom Crespo stands in front of his wall of honor in his office at Nacogodches High School in 2018. 
Crespo is departing his post as NHS principal and returning to the Houston area.

Josh Edwards/The Daily Sentinel 

Dr. Rom Crespo sits in his office filled with books, University of 
Houston memorabilia and photos of family and former students at 
Nacogodches High School in 2018. Crespo is departing NISD after 
two years.

A ‘bittersweet’ 
goodbye to NHS

Crespo leaving his post 
as high school principal

BY JOSH EDWARDS
jedwards@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches’ new city 
manager went to work Mon-
day, ending a months-long 
saga to replace longtime lead-
er Jim Jeffers.

Mario Canizares took his 
new leadership post in city 
hall after being 
named lone 
finalist for the 
position in ear-
ly July. He was 
previously dep-
uty city man-
ager in Denton, 
a city of about 
140,000 people, 
about 40 miles 
northeast of Fort Worth.

“As we look ahead, the 
challenges cities face will be 
enormous,” Canizares said 
in a statement when he was 
named lone finalist. “With 
high service delivery demands 
and minimal and declining 
resources we must rely on 
governments at the local level 
to change our way of thinking 
and work collaboratively to 
deliver services to the commu-
nity. I believe my background 
and skill set prepares me to 
lead Nacogdoches into the fu-
ture.”

He was meeting with city 
staff  and community mem-
bers Monday and Tuesday, 
city officials said during a con-
ference call with the Nacogdo-
ches Chamber of Commerce.

“We are very happy to an-
nounce that our new city man-
ager joined us yesterday,” city 
spokeswoman Amy Mehaffey 

Canizares

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

City of 
Nac has 
a new 
leader
Mario Canizares 

started job as city 

manager Monday

First major bond-funded project almost done

Les Linebarger/NISD photo

Nacogdoches ISD’s transportation center is 
nearing completion.
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NACOGDOCHES HOPE

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches HOPE food pantry is in 
“desperate need” of volunteers to help 
with food distri-
bution efforts, 
pantry officials 
said Monday.

“Right now 
we’re down to 
just a few people. 
On Thursday 
we’re expecting 
300 cars, and we 
only have a few 
volunteers lined 
up to help,” said 
Kathy Griffin 
of Nacogdoches 
HOPE — Helping Other People Eat.

Thursday will be the next distribution, 
but volunteers are needed for all time 
slots, Griffin said. HOPE distributes food 
boxes from 9 to 11:30 a.m. Monday and 

Food pantry in 
‘desperate need’ 
of volunteers

How to help
Volunteers can 
sign up at www.
nacogdocheshope.
com or by sending 
a private massage 
with contact 
information to 
the organization’s 
Facebook page. 

NATIONAL NEWS
 ■ Joe Biden picks Kamala 

Harris as running mate 

Page 5B

LOCAL NEWS INSIDE  

 ■ Teen charged in bottle 

biting video, Page 7A

 ■ Sentencing is delayed for 

a child porn suspect from 

Joaquin, Page 7A

 ■ Man accused of holding knife 

to woman’s throat, Page 8A

Recoveries, testing skyrocket this 
week as new cases begin to slow
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