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CORONAVIRUS

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

January was the deadliest 
month of the coronavirus pan-
demic for Nacogdoches County 
as COVID-19 claimed the lives of  
more than 20 residents.

Last month, 22 people died of  
the virus, up from the previous 
record of 19 in July, according to 
data from the Texas Department 
of State Health Services.

A single week, Jan. 10 though 16, 
had 11 coronavirus-related deaths, 
more than the entire months of  
April, May, June, September and 
October.

Three more lives have been 
claimed by COVID-19 thus far in 
February, all three reported by 
the state Tuesday afternoon, along 
with 14 more confirmed cases of  
the virus. The death toll here now 
stands at 129. Active cases are esti-
mated at 303.

The state on July 27 announced 
it was streamlining its reporting 
of  fatalities through using the 
cause of  death on death certifi-
cates. Up until then, COVID-19 fa-
talities had been reported by local 
and regional health departments 
after they received a notification 
and then verified the death — a 
process that could take weeks or 
months. Death certificates are re-
quired by law to be filed within 10 
days.

“The current data is based on 
the date for all deaths,” state health 
department spokesman Chris Van 
Deusen said in an email Tuesday. 
“Deaths are captured whenever 
they occur.”

A fatality is attributed to 
COVID-19 when a patient’s doctor 
determines it was a direct cause of  
death.

Across the state, the virus has 

87TH TEXAS LEGISLATURE

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Gov. Greg Abbott identified expanding 
broadband internet across rural Texas 
as one of five emergency items that will 
be eligible for consideration during the 
first 60 days of the 87th Texas Legisla-
ture, signaling that twin pieces of legis-
lation by two East Texas legislators will 
likely gain traction.

“From medicine to 
education to business, 
broadband access is not 
a luxury, it is an essen-
tial tool that must be 
available for all Texans,” 
Abbott said Monday 
night in his State of the 
State address.

State Sen. Robert 
Nichols, R-Jacksonville, and Rep. Trent 
Ashby, R-Lufkin, last week filed iden-
tical bills aimed at expanding critical 
broadband services by forming a state 
broadband office and creating a compre-
hensive plan.

“Over the last several months our 
offices have been working with stake-
holders, from internet service providers 
to non-profit organizations, to identify 
the most efficient and effective path to 
expand access to broadband in Texas,” 
Ashby said in a statement. “Now, the 

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

Texas businesses were put 
through the wringer by the pan-
demic, and a representative of re-
tailers statewide says the hurdles 
don’t end there.

A shutdown in early 2020 fol-
lowed by reduced occupancies and 
COVID-19-related expenses either 
shuttered businesses or left them 
struggling, George Kelemen, pres-
ident and CEO of the Texas Retail-
ers Association, told Nacogdoches 
business leaders during a virtual 
Chamber of Commerce network-
ing breakfast Thursday.

As the infomercial phrase says: 
But wait, there’s more.

Aided by sophisticated tech-
nology, the crime known as or-
ganized retail theft is a growing 
problem for Texas businesses, 
Kelemen said.

“It’s not petty shoplifting. It’s 

not even organized rings of pet-
ty shoplifting,” he said. “It’s a lot 
bigger than that, and a lot more 
sophisticated.”

Organized retail theft has 
climbed to devastatingly new 

heights in recent years, he said, 
thanks to the internet.

“We’ve seen an explosion in 
not only organized retail theft it-
self, but the usage of online mar-
ketplaces as the black market to 

sell stolen items or items that are 
fraudulent and counterfeit,” he 
said. “Over time, even before the 
pandemic, these organized crime 
rings have just become much 
more sophisticated in how they 
steal the goods and how they dis-
guise themselves to sell them us-
ing online platforms as their new 
black market.”

Targeting these criminals and 
increasing efforts to make con-
sumers aware of stolen merchan-
dise are among a list of priorities 
the association has set out for the 
87th Legislative Session. Most 
of the topics that need to be ad-
dressed, Kelemen said, are related 
to the pandemic.

“COVID will have an overlay in 
just about everything discussed at 
the Legislature and just about ev-
ery issue we engage on,” he said.

Even though up to 70% of  

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches and Lufkin are often a “pit 
stop” for human traffickers taking victims 
from Houston to the Dallas and Tyler areas, 
an expert on the topic told Nacogdoches Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce members Tuesday.

Deep East Texas is along the edge of what 
is known as the Red Triangle, an area where 
human trafficking flourishes between the tri-
angle’s points of Dallas, Houston and San An-
tonio, said Maria Villarreal, a sexual assault/

human trafficking specialist for Family Crisis 
Center of East Texas.

“Our area is like a pit stop for traffickers. 
These traffickers are trying to get their vic-
tims from Houston to Tyler,” she said. “I hear 

that a lot. I hear a lot of victims coming from 
Houston to Tyler or Dallas but they stop in our 
area to rest or for something.”

Texas is currently second in the nation be-
hind California for the number of human traf-
ficking reports.

“I do think in a few years it’ll be No. 1,” Vil-
larreal said.

What human trafficking is and who it af-
fects are widely misunderstood, she said.

“It’s really not the movie ‘Taken.’ What we 

“It’s really not the movie ‘Taken.’ 

What we tend to see is the trafficker 

knows the victim.”

 MARIA VILLARREAL, 

SEXUAL ASSAULT/HUMAN TRAFFICKING SPECIALIST 

FOR FAMILY CRISIS CENTER OF EAST TEXAS

January breaks record for local COVID-19 deaths
By the numbers
Month Deaths Month Deaths

April 9 Sept. 8

May 8 Oct. 9

June 6 Nov. 16

July 19 Dec. 14

Aug. 15 Jan. 22

Source: Texas Department of State Health Services

Abbott says 
broadband a 
top priority 
for session

Abbott

Robbery is 
motive in 
Oct. slaying, 
police say
BY TIM MONZINGO
tmonzingo@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches Police Department in-
vestigators believe robbery was the mo-
tive behind the October 2020 shooting 
death of a local man.

Authorities charged 
21-year-old Jacorion 
Shaizae Desmonte Mos-
bey with capital murder 
and theft of property 
when they arrested him 
on Jan. 28 in the case, 
according to jail re-
cords. The warrant for 
Mosbey’s arrest set bail 
for the murder charge at $2 million and 
$2,500 for the theft charge.

As of Monday, Mosbey was not listed 
as an inmate at the county jail.

Police initially contacted Mosbey as a 
the victim of a shooting after he showed 
up at a local hospital around 10:23 p.m. on 

Mosbey

CRIME

Tim Monzingo/The Daily Sentinel

The permanent closing of the Stage store location at the corner of North Street and Stallings Drive is noted in both Spanish and English. 
Retailers have been hard hit by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Tim Monzingo/The Daily Sentinel

A closed sign hangs in the window of a shuttered business on North 
Street.
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Hurdles remain amid changed landscape

Expert: East Texas a ‘pit stop’ for human traffickers
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