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B
efore she was inadver-
tently exposed to the 
coronavirus by a staff  

member, 81-year-old assist-
ed living resident Michelle 
Rogers hadn’t been able to 
see her family in person for 
three months.

Still isolated from the 
family she loved, “Mik-
ie,” as they affectionately 
called her, became ill with 
COVID-19. Weeks later, on 
Independence Day 2020, 
she was gone. At the time 
of  her death, she was one 
of  25 Nacogdoches County 
residents killed by the vi-
rus. A year after the virus 
was first identified here, 
the local death toll has 
since risen to 163, leaving 
surviving family members 
to grieve.

“Nothing can ever replace 
her,” says Mikie’s grand-
daughter Bonnie Bennett, 
“But maybe other people 
can read this, take precau-
tions and get vaccinated, so 
that no one else has to lose a 
loved one.”

The following are six sto-
ries of those lost loved ones 
since the pandemic arrived 
last spring.

Arismendiz Najar
May 3, 1964-July 1, 2020

Nicknamed “Mendiz,” 
husband and father, Aris-
mendiz Najar was 56 when he 
lost a hard-fought battle with 
COVID-19.

“His family is heartbroken, 
but we find peace in knowing 
he is watching over us,” his 
daughter, Jessica Najar, said. 
“He was full of  life, so humble 
and always so friendly.”

Originally from San Juan 
Capistrano in the Mexican 
state of  Zacatecas, he had been 
married to his wife, Sofia, for 
27 years, and the couple raised 
three children together.

He loved planting flowers 
and trees, his daughter said, 
and he worked in his garden 
every chance he got.

“He took pride in everything 
he did,” she said. “But he took 
pride in his family. Likewise, 
his family took and still takes 
pride in him.”

Dennis Glazener
Dec. 3, 1958-Oct. 16, 2020

An Elvis fan, softball umpire 
and salesman for Mike Perry 
Motors, Dennis Glazener never 
met a stranger, his family said.

“He had the most tender 
loving heart with a definite 
stubborn and mischievous 
side,” daughter Christen Smith 
recalled.

Affectionately called “Pops” 
by his grandchildren, Glazen-
er died at 61 after contracting 
COVID-19.

Elvis tribute artist Vince 
King sang at his memorial 
service; Glazener had been a 
member of King’s fan club, 
known as the VK Mafia. He en-
joyed everything from music to 
baking to hunting and fishing. 
He doted over his family, loved 

to go on cruises and was always 
full of surprises.

“He loved to shop and his 
favorite color was pink,” Smith 
said. “He had the strength and 
courage to move mountains.”

Brooks Ervin 
Kennemer 

Feb. 25, 1942-Sept. 10, 
2020

Brooks Kennemer loved a 
good conversation — the liveli-
er, the better.

“(He was) a walking, talking 
juxtaposition of adjectives,” 
recalled daughter-in-law Jodie 
Kennemer, adding that while 
Brooks was assertive, he was 
also a compassionate and 
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Crash on 
Hwy. 7 kills 
3, injures 1

Brooks Kennemer

Frankie Peveto

Arismendiz Diaz

Mikie Rogers Dennis Glazener

Monica Montgomery

Portraits of grief

‘Nothing can ever replace’ them, say 
families of those lost to the pandemic

Story by Nicole Bradford | nicole.bradford@dailysentinel.com

Share your story
The coronavirus pandemic has killed more than 150 people here 
since it was first identified here March 25, 2020. The Daily Sentinel 
wants to share the stories of those who lost their lives to COVID-19. 
If you have lost a friend or loved one to the coronavirus and want 
to share remembrances, email Nicole Bradford at nicole.bradford@
dailysentinel.com or call 936-558-3207.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Voting begins this week for the 2021 
Best of Nac Reader’s Choice awards.

Print ballots are pub-
lished in today’s issue and 
in the April 4 issue. For the 
third year, voting is also 
available online. Winners 
will be announced in June.

The Daily Sentinel pub-
lisher Rick Craig is empha-
sizing that there is never a 
fee to be nominated or selected for the 
newspaper’s Best of  Nac awards.

“There have been companies contact-
ing business in the past allegedly to notify 
them they could be named as a ‘Best of’ 

Voting in ’21 
Best of Nac 
starts Sunday
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BY TIM MONZINGO
tmonzingo@dailysentinel.com

A Wednesday evening car crash in 
western Nacogdoches County killed 
three people and hospitalized a fourth.

The wreck happened about eight miles 
east of Nacogdoches on Hwy. 7, according 
to a statement issued Thursday by the 
Texas Department of Public Safety. Na-
cogdoches County Sheriff’s Department 
records indicated the wreck was near the 
Carl Monk Scenic Overlook outside Mar-
tinsville.

“The preliminary crash investigation 
indicates at approximately 6:40 p.m., a 
2017 Chevrolet passenger car was trav-
eling west (and a) 2020 Buick SUV was 
traveling east,” according to Thursday’s 
statement. “For unknown reasons, the 
driver of the Chevrolet drove over into 
the eastbound lane and struck the Buick 
head-on.”

The driver of the Chervolet was not 
identified in Thursday’s statement, but 
was declared deceased at the scene, as 
was 26-year-old Brandon Guy, of Mans-
field, Louisiana, who was a passenger in 
the vehicle.

Sarah Barton, 23, of Laurel Hill, North 
Carolina, was driving the 2020 Buick at 
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