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3010 University Dr. Nacogdoches, TX 
(936) 560-1401

Make it a great school year!  

WE EARN A+’s, TOO!!
Outstanding Products and Service + Local People =  A+ Hometown Banking

1 of 12 banks of 5,009 banks in 
the United States to earn this elite 

financial strength rating!

WEEKEND EDITION

CORONAVIRUS

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

With seven new cases added Fri-
day afternoon, Nacogdoches Coun-
ty’s estimated number of active cas-
es of coronavirus dropped to 78.

Active cases — those testing posi-
tive and considered contagious — are 

determined by subtracting fatalities 
and recoveries from the county’s 
now 1,209 cumulative cases since the 
first case was confirmed in March.

Recoveries, however, are pre-
sumed after a period of two weeks 
or more. Patients are not retested to 
determine if  they have recovered, 
according to a spokesperson for the 

Texas Department of State Health 
Services. Instead, they considered 
recovered after 14 days if  they were 
not hospitalized, or after 32 days if  
they were.

As of Friday, 26 of the county’s ac-

tive cases were hospitalized, with 10 
patients in intensive care, according 
to the SouthEast Texas Regional Ad-
visory Council website.

Only one of the cases confirmed 
Friday was from a previously re-
ported household. Seven of 19 cases 
announced Thursday and two of  
the three cases reported Wednesday 
were from households that already 
had a diagnosed case.

After peaking at 442 Aug. 7, the 
number of active cases dropped be-
low 100 this week for the first time 

since late June. But the virus contin-
ues to impact plans. Summer band 
rehearsals at Nacogdoches High 
were halted Thursday after an at-
tendee tested positive for the virus.

Masks and distancing were in 
place at summer practices and tests 
were being administered to those 
who had been closest to the person 
testing positive, NISD officials said. 
Still, the remainder of summer 
practices have been canceled as a 

EDUCATION

BY JOSH EDWARDS
jedwards@dailysentinel.com

Foretravel has felt 
the same pressure from 
shutdowns and supply line 
shocks that have rippled 
throughout the automotive 
industry during the corona-
virus pandemic, but unlike 
carmakers the motorcoach 
manufacturer is experienc-
ing record demand for its 
products.

“They’re sold as soon 
as we get them on the lot” 
said Tyle Fore, marketing 

director for Foretravel. 
“People don’t want to travel 
commercially, and they 
want to stay with their own 
personal effects.”

As consumer confi-
dence in commercial 
travel declined during the 
pandemic, sales of RVs and 
motorcoaches has skyrock-

More coverage inside

Texas will start posting virus 
data from public schools
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Active case count plummets below 80
NHS cancels band practice over virus 
concerns after person tests positive 

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

The Nacogdoches City Coun-
cil will hold its first in-person 
meeting since March next 
month, allowing the public to 
address city officials about a 
small proposed tax increase.

Public hearings on Sept. 8 will 
be held at the C.L. Simon Recre-
ation Center to allow for social 
distancing that’s not possible in-
side the council’s modest-sized 
chambers at City Hall.

The council has been permit-
ted to meet though livestreamed 

In-person 
hearing, 
vote on 
taxes set

CITY GOVERNMENT

Venue switches 
to rec center to 
allow distancing

BY JOSH EDWARDS
jedwards@dailysentinel.com

Sen. Ted Cruz will address Na-
cogdoches community leaders 
Tuesday during the 
weekly videocon-
ference call held by 
the Nacogdoches 
County Chamber of  
Commerce.

Cruz will speak at 
the 10 a.m. meeting 
and is expected to 
take questions from 
business and community leaders.

“We are anxious to hear 
about the latest COVID-19 devel-
opments in Washington,” said 

Cruz set 
to speak to 
chamber

Cruz

Tim Monzingo/The Daily Sentinel

A motorcoach sits beneath the Foretravel production facility sign on Hwy. 21 West just inside the Nacogdoches 
city limits.

Tim Monzingo/The Daily Sentinel

Motorcoaches line service bays at Foretravel’s 
location on the corner of Northwest Stallings Drive 
and Hwy. 21 West.

SUPPLY SUPPLY 
BUST, BUST, 
DEMAND DEMAND 
BOOMBOOM
The pandemic led to a 

huge spike in demand 

for motorcoaches. 

It also badly fractured 

the supply chain. 

‘They’re sold as soon as we get them on the lot’
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The slate of local candidates 
for city and school elections 
in the fall is complete and in-
cludes several 
races postponed 
by the corona-
virus pandemic 
this spring.

Candidate fil-
ings ended Aug. 
17 for the board 
of Nacogdoches 
Memorial Hospital as well as 
Martinsville, Central Heights 

Local races 
shape up for 
November

ELECTIONS

Stallings

ECONOMIC RECOVERY

Related coverage

Jobless rate slightly falls
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NISD to 
meet on 
delaying 
classes
BY JOSH EDWARDS
jedwards@dailysentinel.com

Nacogdoches ISD will con-
sider delaying the start of  
school even further in an effort 
to allow teach-
ers time to pre-
pare for the re-
turn of students 
to campus and 
provide a new 
laptop to every 
educator before 
class begins.

The school 
board will meet in special 
session at 5 p.m. Tuesday to 
consider the delay. School was 
initially set to begin Monday, 
but in June the board unan-
imously approve postponing 
until Aug. 31.

“There’s so much for our 
teachers and staff  to com-
plete to be ready for students,” 
Superintendent Dr. Gabriel 
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