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“Happy Thanksgiving!”

 

to Give Thanks

Bank Holiday Nov. 26th
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The call to participate in one 
of the most daring raids ever 
conducted by the U.S. military 
came to Ronnie Strahan’s par-
ent’s home in Melrose a few 
hours before he arrived.

In July 1970, Strahan took 30 
days of leave and he, his preg-
nant wife, Marion, and their 
daughter drove to Nacogdoches 
County from Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, where he served as a 
Green Beret. As they pulled up 
to the house, his father, Buck, 
ran outside.

“You had a call this afternoon 
from Fort Bragg. You’ve been 
selected for some mission, and 
they want you to get ready to 
go,” Strahan recalled his father 
saying.

What neither man knew then 
was that four months later, Stra-
han would be one of 56 elite Spe-
cial Forces soldiers raiding the 
Son Tay prison camp near the 
North Vietnamese capital of Ha-
noi in an effort to rescue more 

than 50 prisoners of war.
“We knew that Americans 

were being tortured and killed 
in North Vietnam. Talk about 
an honor being selected to go try 

to bring some of them home,” 
Strahan said.

He had volunteered earlier 
in the year to participate in an 
unknown mission that was de-

scribed as “rigorous” and “mod-
erately hazardous.” 

“We knew pretty much what 
it was. We didn’t know where it 
was,” he said. 

The daring raid is just one 
of many high points in a Spe-
cial Forces career that spanned 
three decades. When Strahan re-
tired in 1995 as a command ser-
geant major — the Army’s high-
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Regardless of fitness level, the an-
nual Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving 
morning provides families with com-
petition and opportunity for trash 
talk before the big meal.

Runners and walkers in the 5K 
benefiting the Nacogdoches Area 
United Way each receive a chip tim-
er, a device that is activated when the 
participant crossing the beginning 
point at Pecan Park, and stops when 

he or she crosses the finish line.
“For a lot of families, it’s a tradi-

tion,” said Turkey Trot organizer 
Kinnie Reina. “But it’s also about get-
ting out and being active on Thanks-
giving morning. It’s exciting to be 
able to offer it in person and support 
the United Way.”

To receive permits from the city, 
some safety guidelines were required 
for this year’s Trot. Masks will be 
worn when participants cannot 
maintain 6 feet distance from others, 
and water and pre-packaged snacks 

will be distributed only at the end of  
the route. Online registration is en-
couraged, and a Wednesday packet 

pick-up will be done drive-thru style 
at the C.L. Simon Recreation Center.

Staggering the race start so that 
participants can begin any time be-
tween 8:30-8:45 a.m. helps maintain 
distance between the walkers and 
runners, Reina said.

“We always do chip time, so it 
measures when you cross the line 
and when you come back across,” 
she said.

First through third place awards 
will be presented for various age cat-
egories, along with best overall male 

and female.
The 5K winds through the Lanana 

Creek trail and residential streets, 
and includes a turkey costume con-
test. It is among a handful of in-per-
son events hosted by the local Unit-
ed Way, which in August launched 
a “Better Days Ahead” campaign 
with a goal of $300,000. These funds 
support 20 partner agencies that as-
sist families, seniors and children 
in Nacogdoches, Shelby and San 

Huff and puff before you stuff at Turkey Trot
If You Go
The Nacogdoches Area United 
Way 5K Turkey Trot begins at 
8:30 a.m. Thanksgiving morning. 
Race entry is $35 with a free Kids 
K for 10 and under at 8 a.m. For 
registration, call 564-5869 or visit 
unitedwaynac.org.

Strahan recalls assault of infamous 
North Vietnamese Son Tay prison

Tim Monzingo/The Daily Sentinel

Retired Command Sgt. Maj. Ronnie Strahan was one of 56 Special Forces troops to participate in the Nov. 21, 1970, raid on Son Tay 
prison camp about 23 miles west of Hanoi, North Vietnam.

Son Tay Raiders Association

Ronnie Strahan, in the center of the back row, is seen in this 1970 
photo with other members of the Redwine assault group during 
training exercises for the raid on Son Tay prison camp in North 
Vietnam. The ax and chainsaw were used for cleaning landing zones.

M  R Cornyn says 
he’s seen no 
evidence of 
voter fraud
BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Sen. John Cornyn said Thursday that he’s 
unaware of any evidence backing up President 
Donald Trump’s claims of widespread fraud 
but believes the challenges need to be “resolved 
in a public and transparent 
way so that any faulty conspir-
acy theories can be discounted 
and disproven.”

“The process needs to play 
itself out and ultimately if  
there’s no evidence, what that 
means in a court of law is you 
lose and that would be a defini-
tive resolution of the election,” 
the senior senator from Texas said during a 
press call with news outlets in the state.

Cornyn was an attorney and judge before 
being elected to the Senate, and the legalistic 

Cornyn

BY JOSH EDWARDS
josh.edwards@dailysentinel.com

Wednesday marked the 42nd anniversary 
of the notorious Jonestown Massacre, which 
claimed the lives of more than 900 people in a 
settlement in Guyana.

Among the 913 dead were 118 Texans, includ-
ing at least 30 with roots in Deep East Texas.

Their stories are largely forgotten.
Jim Jones was from the Midwest and began 

At least 30 with Deep 
East Texas roots died 
in Jonestown Massacre

IN MEMORIAM 

“We knew that 

Americans were being 

tortured and killed in 

North Vietnam. Talk 

about an honor being 

selected to go try to 

bring some of them 

home.”
RETIRED COMMAND SGT. 
MAJ. RONNIE STRAHAN
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