
BY LAURA SPANN
Contributor

The students and staff 
of Calhoun Elementary 
School enjoyed a day of 
historical celebration on 
Wednesday.

To commemorate the 
200th birthday of the 
Town of Calhoun and the 
establishment of McMinn 
County, local historian 
Laura Spann, Calhoun 
City Manager Joe Bryan 
and other members of the 
McMinn County Bicenten-
nial Committee coordinat-
ed a variety of educational 
and entertaining activities 
for students of all ages.

State Rep. Mark Cochran 
greeted the students dur-
ing morning assembly 
and shared his pride in 
the commemoration of 
this once-in-a-lifetime 
event. Cochran described 
the founding of McMinn 
County and explained 
that Calhoun was the first 
county seat.

He stressed how impor-
tant it is for the children 
to learn and appreciate the 
history of their commu-
nity, because they are the 
historians of the future.

Historical activities 
included a visit by Major 

John Walker, the Cherokee 
founder of Calhoun, por-
trayed by Sheriff Joe Guy, 
who described the early 
beginnings of the town as 
the Walkers Ferry trading 
post.

Walker, a veteran of the 
War of 1812, was instru-
mental in the negotiation 
of the 1819 Hiwassee Pur-
chase Treaty. As a result, 
Walker was granted two 
reservations on the Hiwas-
see: one including his 
house and ferry and the 
other at the site of his mill 
on the Eastanallee Creek.

Walker laid out the town 
and re-named the commu-
nity “Calhoun” to honor 
Secretary of War John C. 
Calhoun. After McMinn 

County was established by 
the Tennessee Legislature 
on Nov. 13, 1819, the orga-
nizational meeting of the 
circuit court for McMinn 
County government was 
held in Walker’s home in 
March of 1820.

A 200-year timeline 
of Calhoun History was 
unfurled as Spann high-
lighted the significant 
events in the establish-
ment and development of 
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Shown here are the participants in the Distinguished Young Women 
program, which will be held on Saturday, Nov. 23.

Distinguished Young Women program to be held Nov. 23
BY CAmeRoN BeLK
Staff Writer

An annual tradition will have a new 
date this year and organizers hope 
it will be a permanent one.

The Distinguished Young Women 
(DYW) program will be held on Sat-
urday, Nov. 23, at the Athens City 
Middle School this year.

Sponsored annually by the Opti-
mist Club of Athens, Distinguished 
Young Women (formerly known as 
Junior Miss) awards college schol-
arships to young women who have 
distinguished themselves at school 

and in their communities. It is a 
local preliminary for the state and 
national Distinguished Young Wom-
en programs.

“The state mandates that the pro-
gram will be finished before a cer-
tain date. We changed to February 
last year and that just didn’t work 
out well for us,” said Jackie Newman, 
DYW organizer. “We hope that the 
date will be maintained for years to 
come for consistency.”

This is the 59th year of the DYW 
program, with one of the highest 
number of participants, Newman 
said.

There will be 24 girls participat-
ing in the program this year from 
across the county.

“ACMS has 800 seats and they have 
been packed each year,” said New-
man. “We, by far, probably have the 
biggest local, if not state, program. 
We are honored that our community 
and the Optimist Club support us 
that much.”

Many of the participants have also 
had relatives that have been a part of 
DYW and it has been a generational 
event for many to be involved in.

Burnette’s boyfriend 
testifies during 
Wielzen murder trial
BY SHANe dUNCAN
The Daily Post-Athenian

The second day of the 
Joseph Wielzen murder trial 
on Thursday saw five peo-
ple take the witness stand, 
including victim Kelsey Bur-
nette’s boyfriend.

Most of the witnesses 
called to the stand were at 
the residence where a party 
was held the night that Bur-
nette went missing.

Nickolas Rose, who was 
dating the victim at the time 
of her disappearance, was 
one of those at the party and 
he gave his testimony.

Assistant District Attorney 
General Coty Wamp ques-
tioned Rose as to how he 
viewed his relationship with 
Burnette.

“It was the best relation-
ship I ever had,” said Rose. 
“We got along and fell in 
love with each other.”

Wamp asked Rose if he 

could recall what he and 
Burnette did on June 30, 
2017, the night in question.

Rose explained how he 
and Burnette woke up at his 
parents’ house that morning 
before going to help a friend 
set up a radio system.

Rose claimed that while 
they were helping his friend, 
they continued to receive 
invites from the defendant, 
Joseph Wielzen, to go to the 
party.

“While I was helping him, 
my phone kept getting blown 
up. It was from Joseph,” said 
Rose. “He kept saying come 
to a house in Etowah.”

Rose then claimed that 
after they finished setting 
up the stereo, he along with 
Burnette and his friend got 
into her car and drove to 
Etowah.

According to Rose, when 

BY CAmeRoN BeLK
Staff Writer

The parent company of 
Mayfield Dairy announced 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy on 
Tuesday, leading to ques-
tions about how this may 
affect local dairy farmers.

Dean Foods made the 
announcement earlier this 
week, saying in a press 
release that it intends to use 
this process to protect and 
support its ongoing busi-
ness operations and address 
debt and unfunded pension 
obligations while it works 
toward an orderly and effi-
cient sale of the company.

T h e  c o m p a ny  a l s o 
announced that  i t  i s 
engaged in advanced dis-
cussions with Dairy Farm-
ers of America, Inc. (DFA) 
regarding a potential sale of 
substantially all assets of the 
company.

If not resolved, it could 
potentially affect many dairy 
farmers in Tennessee and 
other states as well.

One of the local farms 
that could be affected is 
Lee Farms, located in Engle-
wood. Lee Farms is home to 
now fifth generation dairy 
farmers and their families.

“We’ve been here for over 
100 years,” said Steve Lee.

Like Lee, many farmers in 
Tennessee have built them-

selves a home in the agri-
culture industry for years 
and it is their main source of 
income. Lee estimated that 
this could affect as many as 
500 dairy farms in Tennes-
see and 20 other states.

“This sort of thing affects 
my finances and it’s very 
discouraging,” said Lee.

This could possibly lead to 
30-plus days of of lost rev-
enue, added Lee.

“When you lose 30 plus 
days in farming it isn’t good,” 
said Lee. “I hope the end 
result will benefit us farm-
ers and that we will get our 
money.”

“Importantly, we are con-
tinuing to provide custom-
ers with an uninterrupted 
supply of high-quality dairy 
products, as well as support-
ing our dairy suppliers and 
other partners,” Eric Berin-
gause, who recently joined 
Dean Foods as president and 
chief executive officer, said 
in the press release.

Lee added that his main 
concern is that the farmers 
might ultimately not receive 
anything from Dean Foods.

Lee said that he and sev-
eral other farmers in the 
area have not yet heard 
from Dean Foods since the 
announcement.
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McMinn’s bicentennial celebration held at Calhoun School

SPECIAL TO THE DPA
Members of the McMinn County Bicentennial Committee stand with the eighth grade class at Calhoun School. Shown here are 
(from left) Joe Bryan, Calhoun city manager; Mark Cochran, District 23 representative; Laura Spann, Calhoun historian; John Gentry, 
McMinn County mayor; Joe Guy, McMinn County sheriff and county historian; and Teresa Blevins, Calhoun Elementary principal.

SPECIAL TO THE DPA
Shown here, Laura Spann explains a section of the 200-year timeline.
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Local farmer reacts to 
Dean Foods bankruptcy
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