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by sHane dunCan
Staff Writer

Today marks the first day 
of early voting for regis-
tered voters for the March 
3 presidential preference 
and county primary elec-
tion in both McMinn and 
Meigs counties.

Early voting will last until 
Feb. 25.

Times available to cast 
votes will be Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tues-
day and Thursday from 
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sat-
urday 8:30 a.m. until noon.

Precincts for McMinn 
County are City Park 
School, Etowah Commu-
nity Center, McMinn Cen-
tral High School, Engle-
wood School, Rogers Creek 
School, Riceville School, 

Early voting in  
McMinn, Meigs  
set to begin today
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Early voting for the March 3 election is set to start today in 
McMinn and Meigs counties.

by andy brusseau
Staff Writer

The City of Athens has been named 
as a defendant in a federal lawsuit 
alleging retaliation for the expres-
sion of an individual’s First Amend-
ment rights.

In a complaint filed last Thursday 
in U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Tennessee, Glenn Whit-
ing and his company, ARD Proper-
ties, are suing for First Amendment 
retaliation, violations of other state 
and federal law, and for declaratory 
and injunctive relief. In addition to 
the City of Athens, the city’s attor-
ney, Chris Trew, and City Manager 
C. Seth Sumner are also named as 
defendants.

The complaint states: “Sumner, 
Trew, and other Athens City officials, 
have taken official actions, and have 
threatened to take further actions, 
against Mr. Whiting in retaliation for 
his recent expression of his political 
views at public meetings, as well as 
for expressing his political views 
via a display on the exterior wall of 
his building located at the corner of 
Jackson Street and Madison Avenue 
in downtown Athens.”

The 19-page complaint details a 
series of events occurring over sev-
eral years for which Whiting claims 
he was retaliated against or threat-
ened with retaliation after expressing 
his views in a public manner.

A key element of the complaint 
involves the theft of a vehicle from an 

Athens property owned by Whiting’s 
company. Whiting has expressed 
dissatisfaction on numerous occa-
sions while speaking during public 
meetings of the Athens City Council 
with the way the case was investi-
gated by the Athens Police Depart-
ment. He also painted his complaints 
against city officials on the wall of 
his Downtown Athens property that 
faces Jackson Street.

The complaint alleges that “Sumner 
and other officials have displayed 
open hostility toward Mr. Whiting at 
Council meetings because of Whit-
ing’s allegations regarding the City’s 
failure to investigate.”

The complaint later states: “During 

Federal lawsuit filed against City of Athens 

by sHane dunCan
Staff Writer

No major road problems 
have occurred yet in Ath-
ens and Etowah as rain con-
tinues in the area.

Last week’s heavy rain-
fall left several roadways 
and residential properties 
flooded with standing or 
moving water. With more 
rain coming in this week, 
local public works officials 
have noted that most prob-
lems are currently hold-
ing off.

Athens Public Works 
Director Ben Burchfield 
stated that they have had 
some temporary road clo-
sures in places this week.

“We have had some small, 
just kind of intermittent 
closures for Mayfield and 
Atlantic behind the Ten-
nessee Wesleyan Univer-
sity’s gym,” said Burchfield. 
“The state has also had to 
have some intermittent clo-
sures. They put signage out 
for County Road 305 com-
ing off of exit 52 because 
it always tend to get over-
whelmed when you get a 
lot of water.”

He stated that apart 
from the temporary clo-
sures, they have not had 
any issues with the roads.

Flooding in town hasn’t 
been much of an issue dur-
ing the past couple of days 
either.

“The main thing for us 
to make sure that we are 
responding to any com-

plaints or calls where we 
have some of our storm 
water drains, inlets, things 
like that where things may 
have been clogged,” said 
Burchfield.

According to Burchfield, 
clogging of the drains and 
ditch lines are common.

“People tend to rake their 
leaves out pretty close to 
the road or they put them 
in the ditch in front of 
the house and sometimes 
they get swept down and 
bottle neck somewhere,” 
said Burchfield. “So mak-
ing sure that we are on top 

of that is kind of our main 
focus outside of the roads 
to make sure that we’ve got 
everything flowing good.”

Burchfield gave some tips 
on how to prepare for fur-
ther heavy rain predicted 
to continue through Thurs-
day.

“Try to give yourself extra 
time when you leave the 
house,” said Burchfield. 
“Always make sure that you 
have alternate routes, espe-
cially if you leave in the 
morning and everything 
because you may not come 
back home until 5 o’clock 

and your usual route may 
not be available.”

Keeping track of what is 
around your property is 
another thing that he rec-
ommends to watch for.

“Be mindful of any storm 
water drainage that sits 
around your home,” said 
Burchfield. “Be mindful of 
the roof, inlets, drain down-
spouts, things like that. 
Just make sure that things 
are not going somewhere 
where they can accumulate 
and become a problem.”

He expects the next wave 
of rain to be harsher than 
what has recently occurred.

“The next system that 
is anticipated to come 
through Wednesday into 
Thursday is going to be 
more severe,” said Burch-
field. “When I say severe I 
mean more thunderstorms 
or wind, so we are trying to 
be mindful and prepared 
for that. We are going to be 
more cognizant of trees and 
things like that because the 
ground is already saturated 
and they are more likely to 
get blown over.”

Etowah Public Works 
Director Gary Hicks also 
stated that his department 
has been working hard to 
maintain roads due to the 
recent weather.

“Before it started becom-
ing a torrential downpour 
the roads looked pretty 
decent,” said Hicks. “After 
the rain hit we had some 

Here comes the rain

Weather not a problem for roads yet in Athens, Etowah

SHANE DUNCAN | THE DAILY POST-ATHENIAN
Shown here is the creek between St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and Veterans Park in Athens. Various places around the area are 
seeing effects from the heavy amounts of rain recently.

DEWEY MORGAN | THE DAILY POST-ATHENIAN
Shown here is the high level of water in the creek on South 
Jackson Street in Athens.

by deWey MOrGan
Editor

The contract negotiation 
process has begun for the 
potential new director of 
Athens City Schools.

During Monday night’s 
regular meeting, the Ath-
ens City School Board 
voted unanimously to sus-
pend their search for a new 
director and begin contract 
negotiations with Robert 
Greene, who has previous-
ly served in that capacity.

Greene would replace Dr. 
Melanie Miller, who suc-
ceeded him, should the 
negotiations produce an 
acceptable contract.

The board voted to have 
Chairman Mike Bevins (or 
a designee of his choice), 
new Board Attorney Bridg-
et Willhite and Supervi-
sor of Finance Traci Bry-
ant begin negotiations with 
Greene and then the con-
tract would come back to 
the board for a final vote 
once it is finalized.

Miller announced in 
October of 2019 that she 
intended to retire effec-
tive June 30, 2020. She has 
served as the director of 
schools since June of 2014.

If Greene is hired, he 
would take over the job on 
July 1. Greene is currently 
the director of Dayton City 

Schools and has also served 
as ACS director from 2010-
2015 — being succeeded by 
Miller — and as superin-
tendent of Meigs County 
Schools from 1981 to 2007.

In between his stints at the 
two local school systems, 
Greene served as the state’s 
assistant commissioner of 
education and deputy com-
missioner of education.

Greene earned an Ed.S. 
from Tennessee Techno-
logical University, a mas-
ter’s degree from Union 
College in Kentucky and 
his bachelor’s degree from 
Tennessee Wesleyan Col-
lege (now University) — in 
recent years, he was named 
a J. Neal Ensminger Dis-
tinguished Alumnus by 
the Tennessee Wesleyan 
Alumni Association.

Prior to becoming a super-
intendent, he was a school 
principal in Monroe County 
and a teacher and coach in 
Monroe and Meigs counties 
beginning in 1972.

eMaIL: dewey.morgan@ 
dailypostathenian.com

ACS Board votes to 
discuss contract with 
Greene for director role

Robert
Greene

Greene would 
replace Melanie 
Miller as City School 
Board director.
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