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by CaMeron beLK
Staff Writer

On Thursday, Johnny Holden was awarded 
the Distinguished Entrepreneurship Award 
by Tennessee Wesleyan University’s Good-
friend School of Business at the Johnson 
Event Center at TWU.

“It’s very humbling for me to be here and 
I thank the committee who nominated me,” 
said Holden.

Holden is now the sixth annual recipient 
of the 2019 Distinguished Entrepreneur-
ship Award. Other recipients of this award 
include John Thornton, Claire Tucker and 
Hugh Queener.

He is founder of Pioneer Credit Company 
and has continuous involvement in the area 
Boys and Girls Club.

Holden’s career began with a 14-year 
tenure at American Credit Corporation, 
reaching the role of senior vice president 
before branching off to start Pioneer Credit 

From Staff and Other Reports

The Christmas season is here 
and the Friendly Fellow is bring-
ing food to local families.

A community tradition for 80 
years, the Friendly Fellow Club 
annually provides holiday food 
baskets at Christmastime to 
families in need around the area.

The Friendly Fellow Club is a 
501(c)(3) organization and all 
contributions are tax deduct-
ible.

Monetary donations will be 
accepted at The Daily Post-
Athenian’s office at 320 S. Jack-
son St., in Athens, or by mail to 
The DPA, Attn: Friendly Fel-
lows, P.O. Box 340, Athens, TN 
37371-0340.

Donations to the Friendly Fel-
low Club will be listed in The 
DPA as they come in throughout 
the holiday season.

The 2019 Friendly Fellow Club 
schedule is as follows:

• Monday, Dec. 2; Tuesday, 

Dec. 3; and Wednesday, Dec. 
4: Applications for food boxes 
will be taken in the Blue Room 
of the McMinn County Court-
house from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
A household member must be 
present to sign up and Social 
Security numbers and identi-
fication will be required.

• Monday, Dec. 16, at 6 p.m.: 
The community will gather at 
the National Guard Armory off 
Highway 30 between Etowah 
and Athens to pack boxes for 

distribution. All are invited to 
participate.

• Tuesday, Dec. 17, at 8:30 a.m.: 
Food boxes can be picked up by 
eligible households from 8:30 to 
11:30 a.m. at the National Guard 
Armory.

For more information on the 
Friendly Fellow Club, contact 
The Daily Post-Athenian at 745-
5664.

eMaIL cameron.belk 
@dailypostathenian.com

An 80-year tradition

Friendly Fellow bringing food to local families with 2019 schedule

FILE PHOTO
The Friendly Fellow schedule for 2019 has been released. Shown here are volunteers packing up food baskets last year as part of the program.

SPECIAL TO THE DPA
Shown here are (from left) Johnny Holden, his wife Kay, and TWU President Dr. Harley Knowles.

by andy brUSSeaU
Staff Writer

Participation in next year’s Cen-
sus is “critical” according to Ath-
ens officials.

Vice Mayor Bo Perkinson asked 
that discussion of the 2020 Census 
be added to the Council’s study 
session agenda last Monday. He 
had recently attended a Tennessee 
Municipal League meeting where 
this topic was highlighted.

“It’s a critical effort of how we 
go about this and we make sure 
every opinion is counted,” he said.

Perkinson asked City Manager 
C. Seth Sumner to share with the 
rest of the Council what prepara-
tions are underway to prepare the 
city for next year’s Census.

“(We need to) make sure we get 
this done in the most advantageous 
way for the City of Athens,” said 
Perkinson.

Sumner has assigned several city 
staffers to be points of contact for 
the Census.

“There’s a whole pile of other 
data other than the interviews and 
going door to door like we see hap-
pen every decade,” said Sumner.

The city began preparing for the 
Census about two years ago. Since 
that time, Building Inspector Gene 
McConkey has been compiling 
housing and business data for ref-
erence so he can serve as the point 
person for inquiries of this nature.

Sumner said city government has 
communicated with its McMinn 
County counterparts in order to 
form a Census committee. The 
committee is under the purview of 
Dana Ferguson with the McMinn 
County Economic Development 
Authority.

“That will be made up of vari-
ous community partners that can 
help get the word out,” explained 
Sumner. “What we’re really talking 
about doing is a McMinn County 
promotion of some sort to help 
make sure that folks know that 
it’s happening and the importance 
of it.

“It happens in every community 
— folks get the knock on the door 
and they don’t want to answer the 
door or they don’t want to answer 
the questions,” Sumner continued. 
“Some of (the questions) seem to 
be prying. They might ask you for 
your salary or how many children 
are in the house — things that we 
think are personal information — 
but it’s important to make sure 
that everyone is counted so that 
we get the best representation we 
can in our federal government and 
especially with our federal dollars 
when they start looking at how our 
tax money is allocated back to us. 
So, it is of vital importance that 

by SHane dUnCan
The Daily Post-Athenian

New evidence was revealed and 
an interview with the defendant 
was played during the fourth day 
of the Joseph Wielzen murder trial 
Saturday.

Certain pieces of evidence 
became the focus of the trial, as 
a knife and a pair of gloves that 
were spotted near the body of the 
victim under a piece of concrete 
were discussed.

Faith Sisson, who was dating 
Wielzen at the time of victim 
Kelsey Burnette’s disappearance, 
was called to the stand to see if she 

could identify any of the items that 
were found near the victim’s body.

Sisson claimed that she knew 
Burnette prior to the victim’s death 
and that she also knew both Aus-
tin Burke and Nick Rose because 
of Wielzen.

Sisson stated she did not see 
Wielzen on the day of June 30, 
2017 — when Burnette disappeared 
— and that it had been about three 
weeks since they had last seen each 
other.

Tennessee Assistant Attorney 
General Koty Wamp asked Sisson 
if she was aware that Wielzen was 
at the party on June 30.

“He told me that he was at his 

dad’s house that night,” said Sisson.
She also stated that the first time 

Wielzen told her that he was at 
Burke’s house was on the morn-
ing of July 1, 2017.

According to Sisson, Wielzen 
also told her Burnette had gone 
missing that morning.

“I woke up that morning and he 
called me and asked me if I had 
seen her,” said Sisson. “I told him 
no and I told him to call the hos-
pital … that’s as far as the conver-
sation went.”

Wamp asked Sisson if Wielzen 
had ever mentioned anything to 
her about the discovery of Bur-
nette’s SIM card.

“He told me that he had found the 
SIM card in the toilet because he 
had taken a shower,” said Sisson. 
“He said that she left her car, she 
took all of the cigarettes and that 
she took off walking and never 
came back.”

She told the jury that the next 
time she saw Wielzen was on the 
Fourth of July.

“At one point from June 30 to July 
4, he told me that they had found 
her,” said Sisson. “He said that they 
had tracked her phone and a police 
officer had taken him, Rose and 
Burke to Athens and the officer 
informed them that they had found 
her but they couldn’t do anything 

to make her come home because 
she was 18.”

Sisson then confirmed that Wiel-
zen carried a knife around the time 
that they were dating.

Wamp presented the knife that 
was found near Burnette’s body 
to the witness and she confirmed 
that it appeared to be Wielzen’s.

“Yes,” said Sisson. “The writing 
on the blade is what I remember.”

During cross examination, 
Defense Attorney Andy Brown 
questioned Sisson as to what 
made her believe that it belonged 
to Wielzen.

Evidence identified, taped interview played during Wielzen trial
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