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Daily Post-athenian
Resource fair to be held for those in need of assistance
by SHaNe dUNcaN
Staff Writer

United Way of McMinn and 
Meigs Counties and Healthy 
Relationships McMinn are part-
nering together to bring a virtual 
resource fair to people in need 
starting on Nov. 16.

The event will consist of live 
videos at 10 a.m. beginning the 
16th and will continue until Nov. 
20.

“This is for McMinn County res-
idents who are in need of resourc-
es to overcome barriers that are 
holding them down,” said United 

Way President Paige Zabo. “If res-
idents are unable to get out and 
find brochures or are looking for 
resources, then they will be able 
to go online and watch videos on 
the United Way’s Facebook page 
where we will have different cat-
egories presented.”

Multiple organizations will be 
featured within the categories for 
the resources.

“Each organization will do a 
short video to deliver informa-
tion as if they were speaking to 
someone in person,” she noted. 
“This is just another avenue to 
provide resources to people who 

may be looking and we hope that 
it is a message of hope and help 
for everyone out there.”

Though the videos will be 
broadcast live through their page, 
the videos will remain on the site 
for people to view at their leisure.

“Our mission is to unite our 
community to resources to find 
everyone opportunity for a good 
quality of life through education 
stability in the home and health,” 
she stated. “We have a community 
resource guide brochure available 
and this is kind of going by that 
brochure.”

She believes holding this event 

is “very important” due to the 
effects the COVID-19 pandemic 
has had on people.

“There are so many people that 
need resources for food or may-
be they need resources to know 
how to go get money for gas to 
get to work or are stuck in an 
abusive home situation, so this 
is just another way to get those 
resources out to people,” said 
Zabo. “There are a lot of people 
hurting right now and, thanks to 
the pandemic, people are trying 
to stay in where it is safe and don’t 
know where to turn.”

UT Extension Agent for McMinn 

County Sarah Kite believes this 
is a “great” resource for the com-
munity.

“We all want to live happy, 
healthy lives but sometimes 
bumps come along to knock 
us down,” said Kite. “This is a 
great way to build resiliency and 
lives by connecting people and 
resources.”

Upcoming United Way events 
consist of the Crye-Leike chili 
drive thru fundraiser that will be 
held Tuesday at 11 a.m. It is rec-
ommended to pre-order as the 

Special to The DPA

The Goodfriend School 
of Business presented 
the seventh annual Dis-
tinguished Entrepreneur 
Award last week, honor-
ing Carl E. Colloms dur-
ing a ceremony on a sunny 
Wednesday afternoon in 
Wallace Square.

Colloms led a career as 
an attorney, judge, mag-
istrate and real estate 
property investor. After 
graduating from Tennes-
see Wesleyan College in 
1964 and earning his law 
degree from the Univer-
sity of Tennessee in 1966, 
Colloms practiced law and 
served as a city and coun-
ty judge before venturing 
into real estate develop-
ment.

His company, Colloms & 
Associates, Inc. Property 
Development and Man-
agement, owned 33 apart-
ment complexes, contain-
ing 840 units, as well as 
five nursing homes. Col-
loms continued his law 

career, serving as a child 
support magistrate until 
his retirement in 2012.

At the event, Colloms 
shared a series of pieces 
of advice with students in 
attendance as they ven-
ture into business, includ-
ing “be prepared,” “educa-
tion is important,” “take 
care of your employees,” 
and more.

“Education is impor-
tant,” Colloms said. “An 

important first step for 
success in the business 
world. My time as a stu-
dent here at TWU was 
a journey that prepared 
me for my studies at UT  
Law school. I had some 
friends here at Tennes-
see Wesleyan and a cou-
ple of professors who 
reached out to me with 
good advice that helped 
prepare me for UT Law 
school.”

Growing up on a farm in 
Charleston, Colloms was 
a first-generation college 
student who was only able 
to attend school thanks 
to a Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) scholarship. 
That opportunity for Col-
loms was the foundation 
for years of philanthropy, 
particularly in the area of 
higher education.

Colloms has donated 
millions of dollars to 
area institutions, includ-
ing a $2 million gift to the 
Proud Heritage, Strong 
Future capital campaign.
This contribution was 
instrumental in the con-
struction of the Colloms 
Campus Center, which 
provides student services, 
career preparation, aca-
demic support and more 
for future generations of 
TWU students.

“God works in mysteri-
ous ways,” Colloms said, 
quoting William Cowper, 
the British poet and hymn 
writer. “His wonders to 
perform. I believe that.”

by SHaNe dUNcaN
Staff Writer

COVID-19 has caused 
many places to alter their 
practices with the intent 
of interacting safely with 
the community.

According to McMinn 
County Sheriff Joe Guy, 
the pandemic has hardly 
altered his department in 
terms of how his deputies 
conduct their patrols and 
respond to calls.

“COVID has not changed 
o u r  ge n e ra l  p a t ro l 
response,” said Guy. “Our 
officers are still patrolling, 
answering calls, conduct-
ing investigations and per-
forming their duties.”

Deputies still take pre-
cautions when interacting 
with the public, however.

“Deputies use masks and 
distancing when feasible 
during direct contact with 
others,” he noted. “We are 
attempting to utilize cita-
tions for misdemeanor 
offenses to reduce the 
number of people brought 
into the jail.”

Though the practices of 

patrol deputies saw little 
change, the jail is enforc-
ing heavier restrictions.

“Jail operations require 
more diligence in staff 
using masks,” stated Guy. 
“Masks are worn anytime 
a corrections officer has 
contact with an inmate or 
are in an inmate housing 
area.”

Protocols have been 
developed in an attempt 
to keep the virus from 
coming into or spreading 
within the jail.

“We have developed 
plans for receiving and 
housing any inmate who 
comes in positive with 
COVID,” Guy said. “So 
far, we have had no posi-
tive COVID cases in our 
jail facility.”

eMaiL shane.duncan 
@dailypostathenian.com

by aNdy brUSSeaU
Staff Writer

The Daily Post-Athenian 
hosted its 2020 Athens 
City Council Candidate 
Forum on Oct. 13.

The event featured the 
three candidates for two 
seats on the Council — Jor-
dan Curtis, Eric Morrow, 
and Frances Witt-McMah-
an — on the eve of the start 
of early voting for the Nov. 
3 election. The candidates 
were asked a series of 10 
questions and concluded 
with closing statements.

The DPA is featuring a 
five-part series during the 
early voting period, which 
continues until Thurs-
day, Oct. 29. The series 
will include each candi-
date’s answer to all ques-
tions posed by DPA Editor 
Dewey Morgan during the 
forum.

The following is the 
third part of the series and 
includes the sixth, seventh 
and eighth questions of 
the night — two of which 
emphasized the future 
development of Down-
town Athens.

The entire forum is avail-
able to view any time on 
The Daily Post-Athenian’s 
Facebook page.

The candidates’ respons-
es are listed in the order 
they were asked during 
the forum.

QUeStiON: What do you 
see as Athens’ biggest 
strengths and in what ways 
could the city improve?

aNSWerS:
Witt-McMahan: “I would 

have to say that the biggest 
strength is the fact that we 
are the Friendly City. I’ve 
gone all over Athens and 

A ‘distinguished’ career

Colloms named TWU’s 2020 Distinguished Entrepreneur 

SPECIAL TO THE DPA
Shown here, (from left) Larry Wallace, Carl E. Colloms and Dr. 
Harley Knowles stand together after last week’s ceremony.

SPECIAL TO THE DPA
Shown here is Carl E. Colloms, who was recently named Tennessee Wesleyan University’s Distinguished Entrepreneur.

Guy: Precautions being 
taken by deputies, no 
positive cases at jail

Sheriff Joe
Guy

The sheriff said the 
pandemic has not 
altered his depart-
ment’s conduct.

Athens Council  
candidates focus on 
Downtown Athens
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