
 Presley is the daughter of Kevin & Jessica Webb. Presley 
attended McMinn County High School where she has been 
named Valedictorian of her class. She has been a member of 
Mu Alpha Theta Mathematics Club, National Honors Society, 
Student Government, & J-Teens service club.
 Presley was awarded the Distinguished Young Women 
Award for the class of 2020 & placed in Scholastics and Fitness 
at the state level. Presley plans to attend Eckerd College in St. 
Petersburg, Florida to pursue a degree in Marine Science.
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Special to The DPA

The organizing committee for 
Athens’ fall festival, Pumpkintown, 
has decided to cancel this year’s 
event.

Originally scheduled for Satur-
day, Oct. 10, the group will forego 
this year’s event citing compli-
cating factors, such as obtaining 
sponsors, coordinating vendors 
and delays in getting organized. 
The most challenging aspect of 
planning this year’s festival is the 
uncertainty surrounding the coro-
navirus.

“It is challenging enough to get 
the sponsors, work the logistics, 
schedule entertainment and coor-
dinate activities and vendors, but 
when you throw in the ever-chang-
ing response to the pandemic, it 
just wasn’t worth it,” stated Mer-

edith Willson, Pumpkintown Fes-
tival Committee chair and founder 
of Willsonthropic, Inc., the orga-
nizing group behind local events 
such as MooFest, Sounds of Sum-
mer and the Pumpkintown Festi-
val. “We are a group of volunteers; 
we’ve done this event for the past 
14 years, but no one on the com-
mittee was feeling it this year.”

Several festivals and events have 
been canceled this year because 
of the pandemic, including some 
that happen in close proximity to 
Pumpkintown.

“Tennessee Wesleyan University 
is not having their homecoming 
this fall, which is typically held in 
conjunction with Pumpkintown,” 
Willson continued. “Also, Christ’s 
Legacy Academy is not having 
their 5K run, which traditionally 
kicks off the Pumpkintown day of 

activities. Our canceling seems 
like a natural progression.”

Plans for 2021 are to have 
MooFest the first Saturday of June 
and an expanded Sounds of Sum-
mer schedule kicking off the same 
weekend as MooFest, according 
to officials.

Pumpkintown will get a revamp 
next year as well by making it part 
of a month-long celebration, with 
other weekend events, such as an 
arts festival, Artoberfest celebra-
tion one weekend with an actual 
German Oom-pah band and a beer 
tent in addition to the traditional 
activities found at Pumpkintown 
such as the Scott Crisp Memorial 
PowWow.

Anyone interested in help-
ing with events going forward 
can e-mail Willson at mere 
dithw2009@comcast.net

Pandemic leads to Pumpkintown cancellation this year

SPECIAL TO THE DPA
Pumpkintown officials have decided not to hold the annual event in Athens this 
year due to the coronavirus pandemic.
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Kim Harmon, a McMinn 
County native, became the 
inspector general for the 
State of Tennessee in Janu-
ary of 2018.

The Office of Inspec-
tor General (OIG) is a law 
enforcement agency that 
investigates TennCare 
fraud and abuse by recip-
ients or people taking 
wrongful advantage of 
TennCare benefits.

According to Harmon, 
the OIG works to preserve 
Medicaid benefits in Ten-
nessee for those for whom 
they are intended.

“Typical cases include 
persons providing false 
income information, or 
they lie about their house-
hold composition (who is 
living in the home), or they 
lie about living in Tennes-
see by using their mother’s 
address but live in another 
state,” said Harmon. “These 
are considered eligibility 
cases. They lie in order to 
receive TennCare benefits.”

They also work to ensure 
that state-funded medicine 
reaches its rightful recipi-
ent.

“Another type of inves-
tigation is drug diver-

sion. Recipients sell their 
prescriptions for which 
TennCare paid ,”  she 
explained. “TennCare is a 
great program and provides 
much needed medical care 
to approximately 1.4 million 
Tennesseans. Anytime you 
have a great program, you 
will have persons trying to 
take undue advantage of 
that program.”

Harmon has 29 years of 
experience working for the 
State of Tennessee.

She worked her first 10 
years in the Tennessee 

Department of Revenue 
as a tax auditor.

“On a rare occasion, I 
would discover someone 
was cheating on their tax-
es and I wanted to know 
where the dirty money 
went,” Harmon stated. “Out 
of that interest, I was pro-
moted to a special agent 
in the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Spe-
cial Investigations Unit 
and went to basic police 
school at the Tennessee 

More than general careers
Harmon finds  
inspector 
general role 
‘rewarding’
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Kim Harmon serves as the current inspector general in Tennes-
see. She originally hails from McMinn County.
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Deb Wallace, a native 
of McMinn County, is the 
inspector general for the 
State of Georgia.

She has worked with 
Georgia’s Office of Inspec-
tor General since its incep-
tion in 2003, working under 
Govs. Sonny Perdue, Nathan 
Deal and now Brian Kemp.

“I initially worked as 
deputy inspector general 
for 10 years and, in 2013, 
was appointed as the state 
inspector general,” Wallace 
said. “As inspector general, I 
direct the office responsible 
for investigating allegations 
of fraud, waste, abuse and 
corruption in the execu-
tive branch for state gov-
ernment.”

Her office has jurisdic-
tion and authority to con-
duct both administrative and 
criminal investigations for 
approximately 100,000 state 
employees that span over 
86 separate agencies, along 
with 330,000 vendors that 
conduct business with the 
state government.

“Anti-fraud awareness and 
ethics training presenta-
tions are essential compo-
nents of my job,” stated Wal-
lace. “Therefore, my staff 
and I speak to about 3,000 
employees a year at various 
conferences and events.”

In January of 2019, Kemp 
signed an executive order 
assigning Wallace’s depart-
ment oversight of the state’s 
sexual harassment investi-
gations.

She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in management sci-
ence from Chaminade Uni-
versity and a master’s degree 
in education administration 
from Troy University.

She is a graduate of the 
Federal Law Enforcement 
Training Center, the Tennes-
see Bureau of Investigation 
(TBI) special agent training, 

executive leadership pro-
grams in both Tennessee 
and Georgia state govern-
ment, as well as being a cer-
tified inspector general and 
certified fraud examiner.

“Upon graduation from 
McMinn Central High 
School in 1980, I served on 
active duty in the United 
States Navy five years in the 
enlisted ranks, advancing 
from seaman recruit to yeo-
man first class petty officer,” 
stated Wallace looking back 

Wallace 
enjoying work 
as Georgia IG

SHANE DUNCAN | THE DAILY POST-ATHENIAN
Deb Wallace is the current inspector general for the State of Geor-
gia and a McMinn County native.

From Staff & Other Reports

McMinn County saw a sub-
stantial increase in early vot-
ing for Thursday’s election.

The early voting period 
ended on Saturday with 3,613 
McMinn Countians casting 
an early ballot. There were 
2,932 Republican ballots and 
645 Democratic ballots cast. 
Another 36 county residents 
cast only general election 
ballots.

In McMinn County, a total 
of 1,676 voters cast an ear-
ly ballot in the comparable 

August 2016 election, with 
2,877 early voters in 2012.

Meigs County will release 
the results from its early vot-
ing period along with elec-
tion day results.

In Meigs County, early vot-
ers cast 866 ballots in August 
2016, with 691 early voters 
participating in 2012.

Election day is set for 
Thursday, Aug. 6.

There are several races on 
each county’s ballot, span-
ning from national to local 
municipal races.

In McMinn County, the 

state Republican primary 
for the United States Sen-
ate will be held between Clif-
ford Adkins, Natisha Brooks, 
Byron Bush, Roy Dale Cope, 
Terry Dicus, Tom Emerson 
Jr., George S. Flinn Jr., Bill 
Hagerty, Jon Henry, Kent A. 
Morrell, Glen L. Neal Jr., John 
E. Osborne, Aaron L. Petti-
grew, David Schuster and 
Manny Sethi.

The Democratic side of that 
race will feature Marquita 
Bradshaw, Gary G. Davis, 
Robin Kimbrough, James 
Mackler and Mark Pickrell.

The United States House 
of Representatives District 
3 seat will also be up with 
incumbent Chuck Fleis-
chmann running unopposed 
on the Republican side and 
future challenger Meg Gor-
man without an opponent on 
the Democratic side.

Mark Cochran will be on 
the ballot for the Republican 
primary in the Tennessee 
House of Representatives 
District 23 seat. No Democrat 
has qualified for the corre-
sponding primary.

County races will feature 

Keith Price unopposed in the 
assessor of property catego-
ry and all but one McMinn 
County School Board race 
unopposed.

Incumbent Bill Irvin is fac-
ing Danny H. Pritchett in the 
District 4 school board unex-
pired term race and candi-
dates running unopposed 
are: Jonathan Pierce (Dis-
trict 1), Denise Cunningham 
(District 2), Donna Maxwell 
Casteel (District 3), Tony All-
man Sr. (District 4) and Sha-
ron Brown (District 5).

Local races will include 

two contests each in Engle-
wood and Etowah.

In Englewood, incumbent 
Jason Hitt faces challenger 
Tony R. Hawn in the mayoral 
race and Walter Arrowood 
and James C. Cochran are 
running unopposed for two 
town commission seats.

In Etowah, incumbents 
Gene Keller and Jim Swayne 
along with challenger John 
James are running for two 
seats on the city commis-
sion. There are also two 

Early voting up significantly in McMinn County since 2016 election
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