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COURTESY OF JENNIFER HARDISON

Athens resident Jennifer Hardison spotted this deer on the 
Eureka Trail while she was out for a walk on Memorial Day.

Memorial Day deer

By SHane dunCan
Staff Writer

Two men were arrested on 
May 29 for the alleged pos-
session of drugs — includ-
ing heroin — intended for 
resale.

On that day, McMinn 
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment Deputy Kevin Gray 
noticed an orange Jeep 
Wrangler with a headlight 
out traveling on County 
Road 804 shortly after mid-
night.

According to the report, 
Gray attempted to stop the 
vehicle around the Cog 
Hill Church area when 
he noticed the driver and 
passenger allegedly mov-
ing around frantically after 

he turned on his vehicle’s 
blue lights.

He reported the vehicle 
came to a stop twice before 
pulling over again.

Gray believed the occu-
pants of the vehicle may 
have been trying to hide 
something due to their 
erratic movements and 
asked both the driver and 
passenger to exit the vehi-
cle after they had come to 
a complete stop.

The driver — identified 
as Kalob Dakota Hall, 25, of 
Madisonville — reported-
ly gave the officer permis-
sion to search the vehicle 
after he and his passenger 
— identified as James Wil-
liams, 49, of Etowah — exit-
ed it.

While searching the 
vehicle, Gray reportedly 
noticed a small compart-
ment that appeared to have 
been removed several times 
under the radio.

Inside of the compart-
ment, allegedly, was a large 
bag of a brownish powder 
substance that Gray sus-
pected to be heroin. He 
also reported that another 
bag was found within the 
same compartment that 
contained three smaller 
bags of a clear, crystal-like 
substance believed to be 
methamphetamine.

Another discovery alleg-
edly made while investigat-
ing the vehicle was $115 in 
loose bills near the center 
console.

Upon these discoveries, 
both the driver and his pas-
senger were detained for 
further investigation.

Hall and Williams were 
questioned about the nar-
cotics found in the vehicle, 
however they both report-
edly claimed that they had 
no idea how those items got 
into the vehicle and that 
the items did not belong 
to them.

Both Hall and Williams 
were taken into custody and 
transported to the McMinn 
County Justice Center.

Gray reportedly discov-
ered that the vehicle was 
not registered to either of 
the arrestees and had it 

Alleged possession of heroin, meth for resale leads to arrests

By deWey MOrGan
Editor

Citizens, police officers and public offi-
cials gathered for a community prayer 
gathering Wednesday in Downtown Ath-
ens, continuing the protests surrounding 
the killing of George Floyd by a police 
officer last week.

The event, which had close to 200 peo-
ple in attendance, opened up with numer-

ous participants making the walk from 
the Market Park Pavilion to the McMinn 
County Courthouse, while chanting 
phrases such as “Mama, I can’t breathe” 
and “No justice, no peace.”

The organizer of the event, Sheina Brad-
ley, then spoke and noted that she was 
seeking a “focus on unity, peace and jus-
tice” with the rally and urged people to 
“stand as a community.”

After the Pledge of Allegiance and a 

reading of Natasha Trethewey’s poem, 
“Myth,” a citizen stood and read off names 
of black citizens killed by police offi-
cers. The names included: Oscar Grant, 
Trayvon Martin, Tamir Rice, Eric Gar-
ner, Freddie Gray, Sandra Bland, Walter 
Scott, Philando Castile, Alton Sterling 
and Floyd.

“We’re tired. Tired, tired, tired,” she 

By SHane dunCan
Staff Writer

As protests continue nationwide and in 
the region, Athens Police Chief Cliff Couch 
shared his thoughts on the situation.

“It makes me cringe every 
time I see the video of 
George Floyd being mur-
dered. My entire career has 
revolved around building 
law enforcement agencies 
that provide a high level 
of professionalism to citi-
zens,” Couch said. “The offi-
cer who callously crushed 
a helpless man in handcuffs 
basically spit on everything 

that I and countless other law enforcement 
professionals strive to stand for. We’re sup-
posed to be the good guys.”

Couch said the protests are understand-
able, given the killing of Floyd.

“Watching a man in uniform do something 
so horrible is the worst kind of irony. I’m 
furious, so I understand why so many oth-
ers are mad too,” he said. “We need to all 
put that energy into focused, specific goals 
that move us toward a day where this type 
of thing doesn’t happen.”

However, he stressed that rioting and 
violence are not the answer.

“There are many different things that 
may move us in the right direction, but 
riots aren’t one of them. I suspect that 
any legitimate protesters who are pour-
ing their souls into building a better world 
are probably heartbroken at the way some 
people have chosen to hijack their cause,” 
he explained. “We must remember that 
there is a difference between legitimate 
protest and self-serving exploitation and 
we have to act accordingly.”

There have been two protests held in Ath-
ens since the killing of Floyd — one Monday 
night and another Wednesday, both at the 
McMinn County Courthouse — and both 
of them have been peaceful.

Couch stated that he was very impressed 
by the protest that happened Monday night 
at the courthouse in Downtown Athens.

“Most of the participants were high-
schoolers. I was encouraged to see the 

Chief  ‘encouraged’ 
by youth turnout 
at Monday protest

Athens Police 
Chief Cliff Couch

Giving prayer for peace

Members of community gather in protest of Floyd killing

DEWEY MORGAN | THE DAILY POST-ATHENIAN
The beginning of Wednesday’s community prayer gathering included various citizens marching from the Market Park Pavilion to the McMinn 
County Courthouse while holding signs and chanting.

By andy BruSSeau
Staff Writer

The Athens City Council 
recently discussed the pos-
sibility of limiting the maxi-
mum continuous tenure of 
its own members.

Council Member John 
Coker reintroduced the 
topic at last month’s study 
session after briefly men-
tioning it earlier this year at 
the Council’s annual Strate-
gic Summit.

Coker asked his fellow 
members to consider impos-
ing a limit on Council seats 
to three four-year terms — a 
12-year maximum. Follow-
ing their departure, Council 
members could then opt to 
run for another term dur-
ing the next election cycle 
two years later. This mir-
rors recent Council action 
where it limited many of its 
appointed committee mem-
bers to 12 consecutive years 
of service and a two-year 

hiatus before becoming eli-
gible to serve another term.

Vice Mayor Bo Perkinson 
did not necessarily oppose 
the idea, but did draw a 
distinction between Coun-
cil seats and committee 
appointments.

“There’s a big difference, 
in my judgment, between 
somebody being elected to 
a position and having a term 
limit on that as opposed to 
somebody being appointed 
by the Council to a certain 

position,” said Perkinson. “I 
put a pretty large differen-
tiation between those two.”

“Would you be willing 
to put it on the ballot in 
November and let the peo-
ple decide,” asked Coker in 
response.

Perkinson said the Council 
must first weigh the “pros 
and cons” of such a mea-
sure. Coker said term lim-
its would better facilitate 
new members joining the 
Council.

“We do have term limits 
called elections,” said Mayor 
Chuck Burris, who noted 
that he would favor term 
limits for federal lawmak-
ers and, like Perkinson, is 
not necessarily opposed to 
them at the city level.

Coker added that city term 
limits might also encourage 
voters to do more research 
into candidates and not vote 
based solely on party affili-
ation or name recognition.

Implementing term limits 

would require a change to 
the city charter that must 
be approved by the state 
legislature.

“We could either elect to 
put it on the ballot and see 
what the people say or we 
could just go ahead and vol-
untarily say, ‘Alright, we’re 
going to change the charter 
for term limits,’” said Coker.

Burris said he is concerned 
that term limits might cause 

Athens Council discusses term limits on its own members
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