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by sHane dUncan
Staff Writer

Meigs County School 
Director Clint Baker said 
that school has been going 
well for staff and students 
since the reopening several 
months ago.

The school has recently 
finished a nine-week grad-
ing period while continu-
ing their staggered learning 
process.

“Things have gone rela-
tively smoothly considering 
all of the changes with the 
virus,” said Baker.

Over the 
past month, 
s t u d e n t s 
Kindergar-
ten through 
fifth grade 
h a v e 
returned to 
class four 
days of the 
week.

“They have been coming 
in on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday,” he 
noted. “But we have also 
been staggering our A/B 

In-person students in 
Meigs to attend four 
days starting Oct. 29

Clint
Baker

Meigs 
takes 

trip to 
state SCOTT POWER | THE DAILY POST-ATHENIAN

Meigs County fans showed up to support the volleyball team at the state volleyball tour-
nament on Tuesday. The Lady Tigers will face Union City today in an elimination game at 
2:30 p.m. Central time.

by andy brUsseaU
Staff Writer

The Daily Post-Athenian hosted 
its 2020 Athens City Council Can-
didate Forum on Oct. 13.

The event featured the three 
candidates for two seats on the 
Council — Jordan Curtis, Eric 
Morrow, and Frances Witt-McMa-
han — on the eve of the start of 
early voting for the Nov. 3 elec-
tion. The candidates were asked 
a series of 10 questions and con-
cluded with closing statements.

The DPA is featuring a five-
part series during the early vot-
ing period, which continues until 
Thursday, Oct. 29. The series will 
include each candidate’s answer 
to all questions posed by DPA 

Editor Dewey Morgan during the 
forum.

The following is the third part of 
the series and includes the fourth 
and fifth questions of the night, 
both of which related to economic 
development and growth.

The entire forum is available to 
view any time on The Daily Post-
Athenian’s Facebook page.

The candidates’ responses are 
listed in the order they were asked 
during the forum.

QUestIOn: There has been a focus 
on growth in the City of Athens 
for several years. What can mem-
bers of the Athens City Council 
do to encourage people to move 
to or remain in Athens?

ansWers:
Curtis: “I think we have to mar-

ket ourselves the right way. I think 
we have to present the right 
image of what Athens is. I used 
this example last week: My friend 
that was entertaining some people 
from out of town that had never 
been to Athens; weren’t kind of 
biased by perceptions of Athens 
from being from the area and said, 
‘Hey, look, this is the Friendly 
City. This is a great place where 
people are helpful, they’re kind.’ 
So, I think we have to put our best 
foot forward, certainly, and we 
have to promote our town and be 
positive about it, but, of course, 
realize and identify the things we 
need to improve on as opportuni-
ties. And I also think we have to 
set the right kind of tone, like the 
work Frances and I do with the 

Planning Commission, the EDA. 
We have to set the right kind of 
tone that Athens is a good place 
to do business. But I think that, 
certainly, a great place to start is 
the City Council’s a team. All five 
members have to work together. 
And I think we have to just pro-
mote ourselves and talk about all 
the good things going on here. 
We have things we can improve 
upon, but there are certainly far 
more positive things going on in 
the Friendly City than there are 
opportunities for improving it day 
in and day out as I see it.”
Morrow: “It comes back to 

working as a team. We’ve got 
to work as a team together in 
regards to all this. Some of the 
things I’ve been talking to people 

about in the neighborhoods, as 
I’ve been going through neigh-
borhood to neighborhood, and 
some on social media; we need 
to start looking at ordinances 
and our interstate exchanges. 
As Jordan said, we’ve got to pro-
mote the City of Athens. We’ve 
also got to do some clean up. 
There’s a lot there that needs 
to be looked at and taken care 
of. We’ve got a lot of dated ordi-
nances on the books that kind 
of hurt Athens in my opinion. 
I’ve heard references on social 
media that Athens is called the 
‘Footloose’ city because there’s 
an old ordinance on there about 
dancing late at night. It’s kind of 

Council candidates discuss economic growth in Athens

by sHane dUncan
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A fatal car wreck claimed 
the lives of two individuals 
last Friday on Highway 310 
in Etowah.

According to reports, a 
1999 Toyota Camry collided 
with a 2006 Montana mini-
van around 8:30 p.m. Friday 
night.

The driver — identified 
as Joseph M. Millsaps, 29, 
of Etowah — along with 
his passenger — identified 
as Harold Williams, 51, of 
Englewood — who were in 
the Toyota Camry passed 
away at the scene prior to 
the arrival of emergency 
personnel.

The van that was involved 
in the incident had six chil-
dren as occupants, along 
with the driver.

Emergency personnel 
transported four juveniles 

and one adult from the scene 
to Starr Regional Medical 
Center in Etowah.

According to the Tennes-
see Highway Patrol, “vehicle 
one (the Camry) was travel-
ing eastbound on Highway 
310. Vehicle two (the van) 
was traveling westbound on 
Highway 310. Vehicle one, 
while negotiating a curve, 
went into a skid and crossed 
over the center line. Vehicle 
one struck vehicle two.”

Responders to the scene 
were the Etowah City Fire 
Department, the Etowah 
City Police Department, 
McMinn County Sher-
iff ’s Department, Etowah 
Rural Fire Department and 
the Englewood Rural Fire 
Department with Etowah 
Rural Firefighter John Lipps 
in charge of the scene.

eMaIL shane.duncan 
@dailypostathenian.com

Two killed in Friday 
night wreck in Etowah

COURTESY OF LYNN INGRAM | ENGLEWOOD RURAL FIRE DEPARTMENT
Two people were reportedly killed in this two-vehicle wreck on 
Highway 310 in Etowah Friday.

Special to The DPA

The McMinn Coun-
ty Library Board has 
announced the appoint-
ment of Peyton Eastman 
as the director of E.G. 
Fisher Public Library.

Eastman joined E.G. 
Fisher Public Library’s 
staff in 2016 as the chil-
dren’s librarian and tran-
sitioned into the position 
of program director. She 
has served as the inter-
im director of E.G. Fisher 

Public Library since the 
departure of former direc-
tor Katie Brady from the 
library in July of 2020.

Eastman is a graduate of 
Louisiana State University 
with bachelor’s degrees in 
International Studies and 
French Studies. She is a 
former McMinn County 
High School valedictorian.

Eastman completed the 
Public Library Leadership 
Academy through the 
Tennessee State Library 
and Archives in 2018. She 

was one of three youth 
services staff in the Ocoee 
River Region to be select-
ed for the NASA at My 
Library training hosted 
through a partnership 
between NASA and the 
State Library and Archives 
in 2019.

After pursuing graduate 
studies in international 
development at the Uni-
versity of Kent, Eastman 
returned to Athens and 
turned her focus to com-
munity development. She 

has served as a member of 
the Let’s Read 20 Board 
since 2019.

“The McMinn County 
Library Board is excit-
ed about having Peyton 
serve as the new library 
director,” McMinn County 
Library Board Chair Tyler 
Forrest said. “The board 
looks forward to working 
with her and the commu-
nity to ensure that E.G. 
Fisher Public Library con-
tinues to inspire many 
generations to come.”

Eastman named library director at E.G. Fisher
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Meigs County’s Ansley Wade attacks the ball as teammates Ella Scott and Sarah Swafford get ready to assist. Meigs lost 
to Summertown, the defending state champions, in three sets. See the full story and photos. B1.


