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STA N D OU TS . A 1 3    

By sHanE dunCan
Staff Writer

While it was a bit delayed 
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, the commencement 
ceremony for spring Ten-
nessee Wesleyan Univer-
sity (TWU) graduates still 
took place Friday night.

The university combined 
the spring alumni with the 
summer graduates for a 
large ceremony in front of 
the Colloms Center.

The introduction to the 
ceremony was delivered by 
TWU President Dr. Harley 
Knowles, who welcomed 
those in attendance before 
introducing the com-
mencement speaker.

“It is an honor this eve-
ning to present to you, as 
our commencement speak-
er, a young man who needs 
no introduction on the Ten-
nessee Wesleyan campus,” 
announced Knowles. “This 
individual began his stud-
ies at Tennessee Wesley-
an in the fall of 2016 and 
has been an inspiration to 
many of us for his perse-
verance, strength and in 
spirit of optimism. Please 
give a warm welcome to 
our featured speaker, Mr. 
Kyle Blassingame.”

Blassingame lost a leg in 
a wreck in South Carolina 

in 2019 that claimed the life 
of one of his classmates, 
Lane Lusk. 

According to a report 
from the Charleston 
County (S.C.) Sheriff ’s 
Department at the time 
of the wreck, the incident 
stemmed from a traffic 
stop on a stolen vehicle, 
in which a 16-year-old sus-
pect reportedly fled and 
subsequently collided with 
two other vehicles.

“I am honored to stand 

in front of you all as the 
2020 speaker tonight. Grad-
uation is only a couple of 
months late, much like 20 
of us graduating tonight 
that were a couple of min-
utes late for our 8 a.m.s,” 
said Blassingame. “These 
past four years have been 
fun but difficult. It has also 
been exciting but heart-
breaking. It has been filled 
with assignments, exams 
and hard work, however 
it has also been filled with 

joy, laughter and lifelong 
friendships.”

He discussed the activi-
ties he and his fellow grad-
uates will miss, such as “the 
infamous lip sync,” ice 
cream Fridays and cheer-
ing on the sports teams.

“After these four years 
we have all earned the 
label as a graduate, but 
what does being a gradu-
ate truly mean,” inquired 

Special recognition

Spring, summer graduates honored during TWU ceremony

SHANE DUNCAN | THE DAILY POST-ATHENIAN
Shown here is the processional of graduates walking in during Tennessee Wesleyan University’s commencement ceremony Friday.
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The keynote speaker during Tennessee Wesleyan University’s commencement ceremony Friday 
night was TWU graduate Kyle Blassingame.

By sHanE dunCan
Staff Writer

A piece of technology that was 
used to help protect first respond-
ers from the coronavirus will con-
tinue to benefit people here in 
McMinn County.

Ashton Jenne, a McMinn Coun-
ty native and currently a student 
at Washington and Lee Univer-
sity with an interest in perform-
ing community outreach work, 
donated a 3D printer to the Ath-
ens-McMinn Family YMCA last 
Wednesday as part of her intern-
ship.

She has been participating in the 
internship with Lowe’s corporate 
office performing community rela-
tions work over the summer.

“One of their big COVID 
response programs that they had 
was for a lot of their associates to 
print face shields for first respond-
ers,” said Jenne. “At the beginning 
of my internship, they mailed me 
this 3D printer and I probably 
printed over 100 face shields, but 
at the end (of the program) it was 
the understanding that I would 
give the printer to a non-profit in 
my local area.”

She stated that Lowe’s has accom-
plished more than $100 million 
in COVID relief within the few 
months that she has worked with 
the company.

“It has been unreal to see the 
impact that they have had on com-
munities with the 3D printer pro-
gram being one of their small-

er projects,” said Jenne. “They 
had 20 to 30 associates printing 
face shields and they made a lot, 
so hopefully they are making an 
impact.”

She stated there was a small 
learning curve to make the face 
masks.

“I’m not very good with technol-
ogy but Lowe’s made it easy with 
tutorials and videos,” said Jenne. 
“Once I figured out how to do it 
then it was pretty easy to crank 
the face shields out.”

She noted the printer took about 
two hours to print a face shield.

“I had it constantly running try-
ing to make as many as possible 
for six weeks,” Jenne exclaimed. 

Tool used to make masks now aiding at Athens YMCA
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Shown here (from left) are Debbie Crews, Bradi Sewell and Ashton Jenne standing 
with the 3D printer Jenne recently donated to the Athens-McMinn Family YMCA.

By dEWEy MoRgan
Editor

A stamp commemorating 
a major step forward for 
women across the nation 
will be unveiled in Niota 
later this month.

The stamp honoring the 
100-year anniversary of the 
passage of the 19th Amend-
ment will be showcased 
for the first time during a 
ceremony in Niota on Sat-
urday, Aug. 29.

This is one of several cel-
ebratory events the city has 
planned to celebrate the 
vote of Niota native Harry 
T. Burn in 1920 that legal-
ized women voting.

The event, hosted by the 
Niota Depot Preservation 
Committee, will begin at 
11 a.m. at the Niota Depot 
and will feature people 
getting the chance to buy 
commemorative stamps, 
envelopes and other mem-
orabilia.

The event will require 
masks to be worn and 
social distancing will be 
regarded as well.

Scheduled speakers 
during the event include 
Evonne Hayes, Joe Guy, 

Mark Cochran, Mike Bell, 
John Gentry, Lois Preece, 
Boots Snyder, Becky Dun-
can-Massey and descen-
dants of Harry T. Burn.

“We’re doing everything 
we can to make sure peo-
ple stay safe,” Burn’s great-
grand nephew Tyler Boyd 
said.

There will be a livestream 
of the event available as 
well.

Boyd stressed the impor-
tance of Burn’s vote in 
regard to the impact citi-
zens can have on history.

“It shows people that 
when you have Burn doing 
what he did as a state rep-
resentative … he’s an ordi-
nary, engaged citizen,” 
Boyd said. “He was young 
and he found himself able 
to enact significant legisla-
tion. I hope people realize 
you can have a big impact.”

As a result, Boyd said he 
looks forward to seeing a 
lot of local people at the 
event on Aug. 29.

“Everyone should be 
proud of that and we hope 
they come celebrate,” he 
said.

Women’s suffrage 
stamp to be unveiled 
in Niota ceremony

By andy BRussEau
Staff Writer

The Athens City Council 
is seeking to fill a vacancy 
following John Coker’s res-
ignation from the board last 
month.

Coker’s departure from 
the Council at its July meet-
ing was a result of him mov-
ing outside the city limits. 
The Council is now tasked 
with appointing a replace-
ment to serve the remain-
der of Coker’s unexpired 
term, which runs through 
the Nov. 3 election. Two 
seats — the one vacated by 
Coker and the one currently 
occupied by Mayor Chuck 
Burris — will be contested 
in the election.

Four names have been sub-
mitted by Council members 
for consideration at tonight’s 
study session, which will be 

held at 5:45 p.m. in the Con-
ference Room of the Athens 
Municipal Building.

Lisa Dotson was nomi-
nated by both Burris and 
Vice Mayor Bo Perkinson. 
Council Member Mark 
Lockmiller nominated Amy 
Goodin. Council Member 
Dick Pelley nominated two 
people, Eric Morrow and 
Eddie Arnwine. Among the 
four nominees, only Mor-
row is a declared candidate 
for a permanent seat on the 
Council in the November 
election.

All four candidates have 
had their eligibility con-
firmed by the McMinn 
County Election Commis-
sion. Discussion at the study 
session is expected to cen-
ter on forming consensus 
around a nominee to move 

Athens Council to fill 
vacancy left by Coker
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