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by asHLey COpeLand
Staff Writer

Finding new ways to engage the 
community is a recent focus of the 
McMinn County Election Commis-
sion.

The local Election Commission 
office is actively collaborating with 
the county’s two public high schools 
and will be attending a number of 
community events this fall to broaden 
familiarity with the voting process.

Last year, the Election Commission 
oversaw the Homecoming vote for 
Central High School. This year, it will 
not only return to Central on Sept. 
20, but also help McMinn County 
High School facilitate its Homecom-
ing Court and Class Officers elections 
on Sept. 12.

The Election Commission office 
will be closed on Sept. 12 in order to 
be present at McMinn.

TeAnna McKinney, administrator of 
McMinn County Election Commis-
sion, spoke about how she believes 
coordinating the elections at McMinn 
will help acclimate students to the 
idea of voting as adults.

“It was received very well by stu-
dents and faculty at McMinn County 
High School,” McKinney said of the 
idea to host the school election. “I’ve 
been talking to the Assistant Principal 
Marla Cobb and she said several of 

the students are very excited that they 
will be voting on the voting equip-
ment and several of the parents are 
very excited as well.”

McKinney noted she is excited to 
help make the elections more formal.

“They’re getting to vote on official 
equipment, so it’s really a more official 
election,” she said. “It will be the same 
process as a real election. The votes 
will be tabulated at the end and sealed 
in an envelope. It will be an all-secret 
vote and tabulated officially instead 
of it being hand-counted.”

McKinney hopes the Election Com-
mission’s involvement will help prime 
about 1,500 students participating 
with a voter-friendly mindset.

“It gets them used to going to an 
official place and voting on official 
equipment,” she said. “They’re vot-
ing on the same equipment that is 
normally voted on in any election.”

McKinney noted the class officer 
results will be released on the follow-
ing Friday morning after the election 
and the king and queen results will be 
unveiled during Homecoming Court.

Following the event at McMinn, 
election officials will also be pres-
ent at booth five at the Fried Green 
Tomato Festival in Niota on Satur-
day, Sept. 15.

“We’re going to be setting up at the 
fall festivals — the Fried Green Toma-
to Festival, two days at the Etowah Fall 

Festival and Pumpkintown,” McKin-
ney said.

At the festivals, folks can change or 
update their addresses with the Elec-
tion Commission representatives and 
receive election information for the 
upcoming year.

“Even if they’re not local to McMinn 
County, but they’re a resident of 
Tennessee — we can still send their 
information to the county where it 
belongs,” McKinney said. “Even if 
you’re a registered voter, come see 
us — we may have some new infor-
mation they might be interested in.”

Encouraging people to come visit 
the booths, McKinney noted they will 
have goody bags available for children 
and provide educational resources 
for adults.

Overall, she hopes to amplify the 
Election Commission’s civic involve-
ment.

“We just feel like being out in the 
community maybe will make people 
more aware of their election pro-
cess,” McKinney said. “Everyone has 
a stake in the community they live 
in. Sometimes people are not aware 
of the election process and where 
to vote and we want to be a place 
they can get the information they  
need.”

emaIL: ashley.copeland 
@dailypostathenian.com

Community involvement sought in elections

by deWey mOrGan
Editor

As the weather begins to cool and 
people seek to warm their houses, 
the chances of a house fire increase.

With this in mind, the Englewood 
Rural Fire Department is offering 
free smoke detectors and free instal-
lation to anyone in the department’s 
fire district.

“We just want people to have smoke 
detectors,” Englewood Fire Chief 
Billy Roach said. “Tennessee ranks 
pretty high in fire deaths.”

Roach noted that the department 
has put up about 500 detectors over 
the past couple of years and, during 
the first round of the program about 
10 years ago, put up more than 1,800.

The program that supplies the 
smoke detectors is sponsored by 
the State Fire Marshal’s Office and 
there is typically a steady supply of 
detectors throughout the year.

“We try to keep them all year,” 

Roach said. “Sometimes we have to 
wait until they get them to us from 
Nashville.”

He said the upcoming seasons are 
when the department really tries to 
make sure people are aware of the 
program, though.

“We try to get out as many as we 
can in the fall and winter seasons,” 
he said. “Fires are more prevalent in 
the fall and winter — people with 
drop cords, wall and space heaters 
and furnaces catching on fire.”

Roach noted that there are no 
restrictions on who can get a free 
detector, except that they cannot be 
installed in businesses.

“Anybody who calls gets one,” 
Roach explained. “It’s a good pro-
gram.”

He noted that the department gets 
about 100 at a time and they currently 
have “several” remaining at this time.

For anyone interested in acquiring 
a free smoke detector, Roach said 
they should call Lt. Austin Smith at 
423-435-2880 or the fire hall at 423-
887-7509.

If there’s no answer, Roach advised 
leaving a message with your phone 
number and “we’ll try to call back 
within a couple of days.”

For people outside the Englewood 
fire district, Roach said there are 
several other departments that take 
part in the program as well.

emaIL: dewey.morgan 
@dailypostathenian.com
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A life saver

Free smoke detectors offered by Englewood Fire Department

FILE PHOTO
The Englewood Fire Department offers free smoke detectors and installation throughout the year as detectors are available.

by andy brUsseaU
Staff Writer

Athens officials are con-
tinuing to advance toward 
the consolidation of the 
city’s four elementary 
schools.

City voters decided in 
a public referendum on 
Aug. 20 that Athens should 
increase its local option 
sales tax rate from 2% to 
2.75%.

The Athens City Council 
has committed at least $1 
million of the new annual 
revenue toward funding 
the construction of a sin-
gle consolidated elemen-
tary school on the cam-
pus currently occupied by 
City Park Elementary. This 
would reduce the number 
of city elementary schools 
from four to one as a long-
term cost saving measure. 
Proceeds from the new 
revenue would also fund 
renovations at Athens City 
Middle School.

The sales tax increase 
is part of what has been 
referred to as the “three-
legged stool” approach 
to funding the consolida-
tion project. The second 
“leg” is an increase in the 
city’s property tax rate. 
The third “leg” would be 
an annual contribution of 
about $700,000 from the 
school system as a result 
of savings from personnel 
reduction and lower main-
tenance and utility costs.

At Monday night’s Coun-
cil study session, the “next 
steps” in the process were 
discussed by Athens City 
Manager C. Seth Sumner 
and Director of Athens 
City Schools Dr. Melanie 
Miller.

Sumner said he and Mill-
er have already met with 
representatives from the 
USDA to explore funding 
options made available by 
the agency. Sumner and 

Merging of Athens 
schools still in talks

by asHLey COpeLand
Staff Writer

A former resident of Ath-
ens will visit this month 
to share his testimony of 
living as an ambulatory 
quadriplegic.

Author of “Get Back Up,” 
Rod Cate, 53, currently 
lives in Spanish Ford, Ala-
bama and works as a mal-
practice defense attorney. 
Cate, who attended Ingle-
side Elementary School 
for a couple years, had his 
life forever changed when 
he was 15 years old from a 
paralyzing football injury.

“Get Back Up” was writ-
ten as a motivational book 
sharing Cate’s memoir of 
not only how he learned to 
walk again in high school, 
but continues to live each 
day as a husband, father 
and lawyer — despite the 
longterm effects of his dis-
ability.

On Sept. 26, Cate will 
be the keynote speaker 
at White Street Market in 
Athens and, the following 
day, he will join the Kiwan-
is Club of Athens at noon 
as the guest speaker. In 
addition to speaking, Cate 
will have his book available 

for purchase.
His mother, Nancy Cate, 

has lived in Athens for over 
20 years. She explained he 
initially began writing “as a 
catharsis” and that eventu-
ally turned into the book.

“This book is about what 
happened to him, about 
some of his reactions and 
then as an attorney — some 
of the cases he has tried 
and the importance of 
those,” Nancy Cate said. 
“At the end of the book, 
I think it’s very poignant 
about what you need to do 
to be happy in life. Things 
are going to happen, so you 
need to be prepared for it 
and get back up — that’s 
the whole emphasis.”

His mother shared how 
proud she is for his pro-
gression through life.

“When I first saw him 
lying on the football field, 
it was just pure terror,” she 
said. “I just didn’t have any 
idea what a broken neck 
even meant, but to see him 
progress like he did. … He’s 
married, he has three chil-
dren, he was valedictorian 
of his high school class.”

For Nancy Cate — the 

Former Athens  
resident to recount 
‘inspirational’ story

SPECIAL TO THE DPA
Rod Cate, author of “Get Back Up,” poses for a picture with a 
display of his book. Cate will be the keynote speaker in Athens 
at White Street Market on Sept. 26 and the Kiwanis Club of 
Athens on Sept. 27.

‘We just want people to 
have smoke detectors. 
Tennessee ranks pretty 
high in fire deaths.’
Billy Roach
Englewood Fire Chief
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