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Living history captured for future generations
by aNdy brUSSeaU
Staff Writer

Among McMinn County’s 
greatest treasures are its vet-
erans.

A special part of McMinn 
County’s bicentennial cel-
ebration is a project chron-
icling the stories of county 
residents who have served 
in the U.S. Armed Forc-
es. About 10% of McMinn 
County’s 55,000 citizens are 
either veterans or currently 
on active duty.

Beginning on Veterans Day 

— Monday, Nov. 11 — visi-
tors to the McMinn County 
Bicentennial Facebook page 
can begin enjoying videos of 
local veterans telling their 
stories. Local informational 
Channel 95 will also begin 
running the videos periodi-

cally.
The project began earlier 

this year as an idea from the 
McMinn County Bicenten-
nial Committee. McMinn 
County Veterans Service 
Officer Susan Peglow con-
ducted interviews with more 
than 20 veterans and those 
interviews were recorded by 
videographer Josh Boggess. 
The McMinn County Living 
Heritage Museum provided 
space for the interviews to 
be held.

“I wish I had my grand-
father’s knowledge of his 

experience in World War II, 
but he never talked about it,” 
said McMinn County Mayor 
John Gentry. “We respect 
that, but a lot of grandchil-
dren want to know and 
today we have the technol-
ogy to pass that down.”

Gentry said this idea has 
been talked about for some 
time. He recalled a veteran 
who was a member of the 
McMinn County Senior Citi-
zens Board who was at the 
Bataan Death March that 
occurred at the conclusion 
of the Battle of Bataan in the 

Philippines during World 
War II. The Allies surren-
dered to the Japanese, with 
76,000 soldiers surrendering 
altogether — the largest in 
American and Filipino mili-
tary histories and the larg-
est United States surrender 
since the Civil War’s Bat-
tle of Harper’s Ferry. Soon 
afterwards, U.S. and Filipi-
no prisoners of war were 
forced into the Bataan Death 
March.

The man to whom Gentry 
referred has since passed 
away and was building radar 

installations for Allied forc-
es during the battle.

“How many other folks 
do we have like (him) who 
call McMinn County home 
and we don’t know their sto-
ries?” Gentry asked. “We’re 
talking about bonafide hero-
ic stories.”

Gentry also noted the ser-
vice of Company B soldiers 
from Etowah during World 
War II.

“That was one of the 
most decorated units in all 

by deWey morGaN
Editor

A new unit of volunteers are on 
patrol in the streets of McMinn 
County.

The McMinn County Sheriff ’s 
Department’s Public Service Unit 
(PSU) is currently made up of five 
men who are volunteering their time 
to assist law enforcement.

The PSU began in June as an off-
spring of the sheriff ’s department’s 
Ham Radio Watch.

“Monroe County has this type of 
public service unit and other depart-
ments do across the state and we 
thought it was a good idea,” McMinn 
County Sheriff Joe Guy said. “Picking 
the right personnel is always critical.”

That led Guy to Cliff Blackburn, 
Dale Williams, Gary Eiff, Bill Luecken 
and Chris Nunley — all fellow mem-
bers of the local Ham Radio Club.

“The more I’ve gotten involved 
with Ham Radio, the more I real-
ize the service minded mentality in 
Ham Radio,” Guy said, adding that 
members of the Ham Radio Club are 
already experienced in emergency 
response communications. “They’re 
already schooled in working with 
the public.”

The PSU members are tasked with 
handling non-law enforcement work 
— including funeral processions, 
traffic control, safety checks on cit-
izens and buildings and generally 
being the “eyes and ears” for the 
sheriff ’s department.

While the members of the PSU 
are deputized as reserve/auxiliary 
officers, they don’t get involved in 
making arrests, chasing suspects or 
activities of that nature.

“They’ve assisted us on some 
scenes,” Guy said. “They’ve prov-
en themselves very useful and suc-
cessful.”

Guy said having assistance with 
the types of activities carried out by 
the PSU helps his officers deal with 
other situations.

“When they’re on duty, it frees up 
at least one patrol car and deputy,” 
Guy said. “It puts more manpower 
toward answering calls and doing 
law enforcement duties.”

A public service

Guy sees success with Public Service Unit since inception
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Shown here are the members of the McMinn County Sheriff’s Department’s Public Service Unit with McMinn County Sheriff Joe 
Guy (center). They are Cliff Blackburn, Dale Williams, Gary Eiff, Bill Luecken and Chris Nunley. They are shown here in their uni-
forms behind their patrol car.

by CameroN beLK
Staff Writer

McMinn High School’s 
Future Farmers of Amer-
ica (FFA) received 3-Star 
National Chapter Award 
for the third year recently.

From Oct. 30 through 
Nov. 1, MCHS FFA mem-
bers in a series of compe-
titions at the National FFA 
Convention and Expo in 
Indianapolis.

Jacqueline King placed 
in the top 12 in the coun-
try for her Agriscience Fair 
Project in the animal sys-
tems area.

“King has prepared all 
year through submitting 
applications, paperwork 
and working diligently on 
her experiment that she 
presented at nationals,” 
said Brittany Davis, MCHS 
FFA advisor.

Students are also inter-
viewed at the national level.

King has prepped through 
being interviewed by 
numerous teachers and 
community members to 
practice the interviewing 
process.

King’s project displayed 
the benefits of utilizing a 

Coburn Hog Weigh Tape 
to help predict growth in 
show pigs.

King had full responsibil-
ity of the project, accord-
ing to Davis, collecting the 
data given from the exper-
iment and interviewing 

by CameroN beLK
Staff Writer

Athen’s City Middle School 
held its annual day Cougar 
Care Day on Oct. 29.

The school has made this a 
tradition since 2017, during 
which time students com-
plete two days of service as 
a team throughout the com-
munity.

The school’s students and 
staff work together to reach 
out to places of need locally.

The students involved 
from 6th grade to 8th grade 

will have completed six dif-
ferent days of service when 
they leave, as well as expe-
riences with different orga-
nizations.

A total of 540 students and 
staff member participated 
this year.

“The Cougar Care Day was 
born from Rachel’s Chal-
lenge. As a school, we decid-
ed to give the students the 
chance to look outside of 
themselves to do service in 
the community,” said San-
dy Starr, the coordinator of 
Cougar Care Day at ACMS.

One of places the students 
worked at on Cougar Care 
Day was CASA, located in 
Downtown Athens.

CASA Corridor of East 
Tennessee is a nonprofit 
organization which began 
advocating for abused and/
or neglected children in 
McMinn, Meigs and Rhea 
Counties in 2007.

The students visited the 
site from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
to team up with Linda Long, 
the housekeeper for CASA, 

ACMS students assist at local organizations during Cougar Care Day 

SPECIAL TO THE DPA
Shown here are Athens City Middle School students serving at CASA on Cougar Care Day.

SEE FUTURE, A9

SEE SERVICE, A9

MCHS FFA chapter earns 
3-Star Chapter Award 

SPECIAL TO THE DPA
Graydon Colbaugh holds his 
proficiency award medals 
received at nationals in India-
napolis recently.

SPECIAL TO THE DPA
Shown here is Jacqueline King with her project at nationals.

SEE AWARD, A9

SEE ASSIST, A9


