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Special to The DPA

The City of Athens Parks and 
Recreation Department has 
announced the 29th Annual Moth-
er-Son Dance has gone virtual and 
the department will host a virtual 
dance contest in place of the tra-
ditional in-person dance.

Dance contestants will submit 
a video on the City of Athens, 
Tennessee Facebook event page. 
There will be four categories for 

prizes awarded: one in each for 
Best Dressed, Best Video Loca-
tion, Most Creative Video, and 
Best Overall Video. Contestants 
are asked to use a hashtag for the 
category they enter.

The winners will be chosen by 
the community by most “likes.” 
The winners for the Best Overall 
Video will receive a 32” Smart TV. 
Guidelines for the video contest 
are found online at www.cityof 
athenstn.com/parks as well as the 

City of Athens, Tennessee Face-
book page.

Participation is limited to one 
submission per son. Group par-
ticipation is welcome and will be 
held to one per family. The con-
test is open to mothers and sons 
of all ages and submissions will be 
accepted Nov. 2-12.

Another activity the Parks and 
Recreation Department is doing 
for the Mother-Son Dance is to 
host a Mother Son Date at the Ath-

ens Movie Palace. From Nov. 6-11, 
the City of Athens has sponsored 
a movie for Mothers and Sons to 
attend for free, no additional tickets 
will be required and concessions 
will be available for purchase.

The movie showtimes will be 
listed on the Athens Movie Palace 
website and the City of Athens 
website and Facebook page. At 
the theater, parks staff will have 
photo props for picture taking, 
door prizes and a fun kickoff dance 

to start the movie.
For more information on the 

Mother-Son Virtual Dance, con-
tact the City of Athens Parks and 
Recreation Department by phone 
at (423) 744-2700 EXT 3, by e-mail 
at recreation@athenstn.gov, online 
at www.cityofathenstn.com/parks 
or in person at 815 North Jackson 
Street in Athens.

The office is open Mondays 
through Fridays from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m.

by GabrIeL GarcIa
Sports Writer

McMinn County never lost its 
confidence Saturday night.

Not when it conceded the first 
goal early. Not when Franklin 
County tied it with less than eight 
minutes left in regulation. And not 
when the Class AAA Sectional went 
to a penalty kick shootout with the 
score still knotted up at 2-2.

Sydnee Duncan, Addie Smith and 
Allison Hansford, in succession, 

calmly sent in their kicks. Kylee 
Hockman was up next and, when 
the sophomore drove hers into the 
net, the celebration began with the 
Lady Cherokees in a full sprint to 
the far side of the McMinn County 
Soccer Complex’s pitch, where they 
dogpiled and shouted in jubilation.

For the second time as a program, 
and the first time since 2016, the 
Lady Tribe is headed to the TSSAA 
Class AAA State Girls’ Soccer Tour-
nament.

“I knew that we had to capitalize 
on this game and that we’re such 
a great team and we deserved it,” 
Hockman said of her clincher. “And 
as soon as I walked up to the penalty 
spot, I said to myself that this was 
going in and we were going to win.

“I felt shock at first, and when the 
whole team was running towards 
me just an overwhelming feeling 
of, ‘We did this.’”

And in between all of McMinn’s 
successful penalty kicks in the 4-1 
shootout win, it was freshman Bella 
Hooper rising up in the goal box — 
after the goalkeeper’s teammates 
offered her plenty of calming words 
before the shootout began.

“Lots of encouraging words, like, 
‘You’ve got it,’ and stuff like that,” 
said Hooper, practically speech-
less otherwise after the match. “It 
really helped me before I went out 
for the PKs.”

And Hooper responded by putting 
two hands up to deny the lead-off 
penalty kick attempt of Ella Mas-
ters, who had scored both of Frank-
lin County’s goals in regulation. 
Erin Worthington made her kick 

after, but Gracie Morse’s attempt 
sailed high for the Rebelettes, set-
ting up Hockman to send the Lady 
Cherokees to state.

“That was huge, and especially 
being that first one, I think it took 
the pressure off our kickers know-
ing that there wasn’t as much pres-
sure on them to score, that if they 
missed, that’s OK, we’re back even,” 
said McMinn Coach Jordan Jacob, 
whose Lady Cherokees are headed 
to the state tournament in his third 
season. “Just an incredible job from 
Bella.”

Jacob didn’t initially plan to have 
Hooper in goal for the penalty 
kick shootout, but he quickly had 
a change of heart, as Hooper had 
secured 11 saves through regula-
tion and the two 10-minute over-
time periods.

“After a little bit of reconsidera-
tion on my part, I thought that she 
had earned the right to be in that 
goal after so much that she has done 
for us this year and in this game in 
particular,” Jacob said. “So I decided 
to put her back in goal, and it turned 
out to be a great decision. So I’m 
proud of her for doing that, being 
a freshman, that’s big-time for her.”

Duncan, the Lady Cherokees’ 
senior captain, stepped up the sec-
ond time Jacob asked who would 
take the first kick of the shootout.

“Coach asked us, like, ‘Who wants 
to go first?’ and we were really not 
paying attention, and he said it 

Lady Tribe to state

McMinn battles to sectional win in PK shootout

GABRIEL GARCIA | THE DAILY POST-ATHENIAN
The McMinn County Lady Cherokees run onto the field and prepare to dogpile after winning the penalty kick shootout over 
Franklin County 4-1 in the Class AAA Sectional on Saturday at the McMinn County Soccer Complex. The match was tied 2-2 
after two overtime periods.

GABRIEL GARCIA | THE DAILY POST-ATHENIAN
McMinn County’s Kylee Hockman (8) battles for the ball during the Class AAA Sec-
tional against Franklin County on Saturday. After the match was tied 2-2 through 
two overtimes, Hockman sent in the final penalty kick of the Lady Cherokees’ 4-1 
shootout win, sending McMinn to its second TSSAA Class AAA State Tournament 
in five years.

CLASS AAA SECTIONAL

MCMINN COUNTY 2, Franklin County 
2 (McMinn wins PK shootout 4-1)

CLASS AAA STATE TOURNAMENT
WHO: McMinn County vs. 

Bearden, first round
WHEN: 5 p.m. CDT (4 p.m. EDT) 

Wednesday
WHERE: Richard Siegel Soccer 

Complex, Field No. 7,  
Murfreesboro

Annual mother-son dance to be held virtually this year

by SHane dUncan
Staff Writer

Unemployment rates for 
McMinn and Meigs coun-
ties dropped around 2%, 
which followed suit with 
the rest of the United States.

According to the State 
of Tennessee, the Septem-
ber unemployment rate in 
McMinn County dropped 
from 7.7% to 5.7% and in 
Meigs the rate dropped 
from 8.9% to 6.6%.

In September of 2019, the 
rate in McMinn County was 
3.5% and in Meigs it was 
3.9%.

State of Tennessee Sta-
tistical Analyst Patrick 
Todd stated the decrease 
of around 2% only looked 
good on the surface.

“The main driving force 
there is some people 
dropped out of the labor 
force,” Todd said. “The 
labor force declined sig-
nificantly in both of those 
counties and you didn’t see 
much employment growth.”

He believes the decrease 
in the labor force is con-
nected to the layoffs that 
happened in April.

“It is not uncommon 
to see people eventually 
drop out if they have been 
unemployed for a while,” 
he noted. “Just about every 
county in the state looks 

about the same. I think all 
of them have declined right 
around the 2% mark and 
none of those counties saw 
any job increases either. If 
unemployment had gone 
down because people found 
work, then there would be 
an increase in total jobs but 
we didn’t see that.”

Todd predicted that we 
may see a slight increase 
in jobs soon with busi-
nesses looking for seasonal  
help.

“We may see  some 
increase in jobs with the 
holiday season coming, 
however that probably 
won’t show until Novem-
ber,” he said. “As far as com-
panies reopening and things 
like that, I’m not sure how 
much of that is left to go.”

The September rate for 
the state dropped from 8.6% 
to 6.2%.

Across the area in Septem-
ber, the rate dropped 2% 
in Roane County to 4.8%, 
fell 2.4% in Rhea County to 
6.5%, decreased 1.7% in Polk 
County to 4.9%, dropped 2% 
in Monroe County to 5.3%, 
declined 1.9% in Loudon 
County to 4.5%, fell 2.2% in 
Hamilton County to 5.6%, 
and dropped 2% in Bradly 
County to 5.2%.

eMaIL shane.duncan 
@dailypostathenian.com

Labor force decline 
spurs unemployment 
drop in McMinn, Meigs

by andy brUSSeaU
Staff Writer

The Daily Post-Athenian 
hosted its 2020 Athens City 
Council Candidate Forum 
on Oct. 13.

The event featured the 
three candidates for two 
seats on the Council — Jor-
dan Curtis, Eric Morrow, 
and Frances Witt-McMah-
an — on the eve of the start 
of early voting for the Nov. 
3 election. The candidates 
were asked a series of 10 
questions and concluded 
with closing statements.

The DPA is featuring 
a five-part series during 
the early voting period, 
which continues until 
Thursday, Oct. 29. The 
series had included each 
candidate’s answer to all 
questions posed by DPA 
Editor Dewey Morgan  

during the forum.
The following is the 

fifth part of the series and 
includes the ninth and 
tenth questions of the 
night.

The entire forum is avail-
able to view any time on 
The Daily Post-Athenian’s 
Facebook page.

The candidates’ respons-
es are listed in the order 
they were asked during the 
forum.

QUeStIon: Athens Police 
Chief Cliff Couch has 
recently discussed the 
challenges facing his 
department. What could 
you as a Council mem-
ber do to encourage the 
recruitment and retention 
of city police officers?

anSWerS:
Witt-McMahan :  “I’ve 

Athens candidates 
answer questions 
ahead of election

SEE ELECTION, A4

SEE SHOOTOUT, A15


