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by deWey MorGan
Editor

COVID-19 has stalled a 
plan to consolidate sever-
al McMinn County schools, 
but plans are still in place to 
move forward with the idea 
in the near future.

MCS Director of Schools 
Lee Parkison said that there 
are scheduled meetings at 
this point between himself, 
McMinn County Mayor 
John Gentry, the school 

board and Sam Moser of 
Mainstreet Studio Archi-
tects to begin the discus-
sions surrounding consoli-
dation once again.

“There are no hard plans 

right now,” Parkison said, 
adding that he hopes to 
begin moving forward on 
the conversations “hope-
fully in the next month or 
so. The time has come when 
we need to start again.”

He said there are still 
some concerns around the 
consolidation plans, includ-
ing whether there should be 
middle schools, how com-
munity schools would go 
away in the plan and wheth-
er to rebuild or remodel 

what’s already there.
“The things I just men-

tioned will determine 
where we go,” he explained.

There will also be cost 
questions, since the previ-
ous plans were drawn up 
prior to the outbreak of the 
coronavirus.

“The figures are from well 
over a year ago,” Parkison 
said. “I think we will come 
together and make deci-
sions on the direction we 
need to go.”

This conversation for the 
county schools comes on 
the heels of Athens City 
Schools and the Athens City 
Council agreeing on a plan 
to consolidate the four ele-
mentary schools into one 
structure at the current site 
of City Park Elementary 
School. The single build-
ing will now house two ele-
mentary schools — Athens 
City Primary School (Pre-K 
through second grade) and 
Athens City Intermediate 

School (third through fifth 
grade).

Parkison commended the 
city council and ACS board 
for coming to a consensus 
on the consolidation plan.

At the time that the initial 
county schools consolida-
tion idea was brought up, 
multiple phases were pro-
posed to make it happen.

When the  proposal 
was laid out, the Phase I  

by SHane dunCan
Staff Writer

A couple of local off road enthusi-
ast groups banded together to repay 
some kindness offered to them.

The Tennessee Ridge Monkeys 
and the McMinn Jeep Crew, both 
consisting of four-wheel drive off 
road enthusiasts, came together to 
clean up the Athens Power Lines 
on Saturday.

The Tennessee Ridge Monkeys 
group contains 350 members, 
according to Josh Stevens, who is 
a part of the group.

“It is a place where everybody 
goes to play or do a modification 
or something,” Stevens said. “It is 
privately owned property, so we 
felt it was something that we need 
to do — cleaning up, to keep it open 
because the people that let us use 
it could close it down at anytime.”

He believes cleaning the location 
also sends a message of good faith 
to the owners.

“They are kind enough to let us 
use it, so I think we should pay them 
back a little,” Stevens expressed. 
“We got there around noon and 
cleaned up until around 2. We had 
two dumpsters and made a dent 
in it, but you could clean that up 
for days.”

He believes his group will attempt 
to maintain the cleanup as the 
opportunity arises.

“We may start carrying trash bags 
and try to haul them back off, but 
our main goal is for people to know 
that the trash isn’t coming from 

those who drive off road,” he not-
ed. “There was a lot of household 
garbage there. A lot of carpet, lino-
leum, car parts, things like that, but 
we off road enthusiasts are very 
adamant about if you take it in then 
you take it out.”

According to Stevens, one of the 
largest events for off roading, Out-
west, was cancelled due to trash.

“Moab (Utah) is out west and if 
you get to go, people will look at you 
and go ‘wow he went to Moab,’” Ste-
vens said. “It is a big off road event 

and it is some of the best riding in 
the world.”

He believes picking up the trash 
at the Athens Power Lines was very 
important.

“We have to protect what we have, 
we have to protect this gift to us,” 
he expressed. “All of this isn’t ours, 
we are just borrowing it from our 
kids and grandkids, so if we aren’t 
careful we are going to lose it.”

eMaIL shane.duncan@ 
dailypostathenian.com

Special to The DPA

edITor’S noTe: A story that 
took place in Etowah in the 
mid-20th Century may 
indicate the progress that 
society has made regard-
ing race relations. In obser-
vance of Black History 
Month, the following story 
was shared with The Daily 
Post-Athenian by the local 
chapter of the NAACP. It 
gives an example of a strat-
egy called “racial passing” 
that was sometimes used by 
people of color prior to pas-
sage of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, which outlawed 
discrimination on the basis 
of race, color, religion, sex, 
or national origin, required 
equal access to public plac-
es and employment, and 
enforced desegregation of 
schools and the right to 
vote.

Dr. Charles J. “Jack” 
Montgomery operated a 
dental office on Tennes-
see Avenue in Downtown 
Etowah for a number of 
years. Montgomery’s den-
tal assistant was an Afri-
can-American woman.

Virginia Williams Taylor 
was born in Buckhead, Ga. 
in 1906. She and her family 
moved to Etowah, where 
her father and brothers 

found work in the L&N 
Railroad shops.

Taylor attended school in 
Etowah and later graduat-
ed from Knoxville College. 
She married Leo Taylor, 
who was also from Geor-
gia.

According to a verbal 
history from Taylor, her 
husband was an employee 
of the Glennora Hotel. He 

‘Protect what we have’

Off road groups band together to clean up local area
SPECIAL TO THE DPA

Shown here are members of the Tennessee Ridge Monkeys cleaning up at the Athens Power Lines on Saturday.

SPECIAL TO THE DPA
Shown here are the Tennessee Ridge Monkeys getting ready to haul off a load of 
items from the Athens Power Lines on Saturday.

Local woman was 
example of ‘racial 
passing’ in Etowah

COURTESY OF ALLEN MCCROSKEY
Shown here is Virginia Wil-
liams Taylor — an African 
American woman who worked 
as a dental assistant in the 
Etowah office of Dr. Charles 
J. “Jack” Montgomery in the 
middle of the 20th Century.

Parkison hopes to begin consolidation talks again soon

SEE PLANS, A6

Lee 
Parkison

The MCS director 
said no hard 
plans for the 
schools currently 
exist.

SEE RACE, A6

by SHane dunCan
Staff Writer

Brittany Davis has been 
selected to be McMinn 
County Schools’ overall 
system teacher of the year.

She was also selected as 
the system’s 9th through 
12th grade teacher of the 
year as well.

She currently works as 
the agriculture teacher at 
McMinn County Career 
Technical  Education 
(CTE) Center.

Davis stated that it was 
humbling being selected to 
be the teacher of the year.

“There were a lot of other 
teachers that were nomi-
nated from their schools 
and a lot of great teachers, 
so overall it was a hum-
bling experience,” Davis 
said. “I teach with some 
great teachers and I have 

great students that make 
the classroom easy and 
make teaching a lot easier.”

Davis has worked as a 
teacher for six years with 
this being her fifth year 
working for McMinn 
County.

“I didn’t decide to be a 
teacher until I was a senior 
in high school. Prior to that 
I wanted to be a veterinar-
ian,” she recalled. “Once 
I got into high school I 
became very active in 
the agricultural program 
and very active in the FFA 
(Future Farmers of Amer-
ica) and so, through those 
experiences, I changed 
my mind about my career 
path with the aspiration 
of wanting to become an 
agriculture educator.”

She believes the most 

Interest in agriculture 
turns into teaching  
career for MCS’ Davis

SEE CAREER, A6


