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YOUR NOVEL
STARTS T00
SLOWLY...

YOU NEED A
MORE POWERFUL
BEGINNING
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Call me Ishmael.

Hagar The Horrible

HOSPITAL!

MS. SPECKLEHEN?
THIS 15 AVERICAN
EXPRESS.
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YOU ARE A VERY INTERESTING,

5 UNIQUE AND, YES,
COMPLEY.
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Snuffy Smith

AHHHH !

NOT A SOUL AROUND
FOR MILES !! I SHOULD
BE ABLE TO GET A
LITTLE PEACE AND QUIET

HERE FOR SURE !
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Hi and Lois
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I'M TAKING
A BREAK
FROM POLITICS.

HOW ARE
YOU GOING
TO DO THAT?

(
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I'LL CHANGE THE TOPIC
TO SPORTS IF ANYTHING
COMES UP.

SNIF SNIFFNO...T
GUESS TS AN
ALLERGY...oNIFE

PO YOU HAVE A
COLD, SARGE?
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SNIFF! MUST BE
SOMETHING IN
THEAIR..SNIF!

IF YOU'RE EVER NEAR AND IF WE EVENTUALLY DO
THE WEST COAST, YOU HAVE MOVE TO FLORIDA, WE'LL
TO COME TO SEATTLE/ BE A LOT CLOSER!

CONEOIPUAS SO SMaIpUy Aq 1510 Ul 'S4N AQZ20Z &

I WONDER
IF WE'LL EVER
SEE THEM
AGAIN!

O, how shall summer’s honey
breath hold out

Against the wrackful siege

of batt'ring days,

When rocks impregnable are
not so stout,

Nor gates of steel so strong,
but Time decays?

~From Shakespeare’s Sonnet 65
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Your Birthday today:

Tune into what'’s going on around
you, and you will connect with the
right people at an advantageous
moment. Flawless vision will keep
you in step and ensure that you take
advantage of what’s available to you.
Trust your intuition and use your
knowledge and experience to guide
you to a place that suits your expertise
and desire. Pick up momentum.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

-- Don't wait until it’s too late. Pitch
in and do your part. An enthusiastic
attitude will put you in a leadership
position. The feedback you receive
and the results you get will boost
your ego.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Be
careful around people trying to entice
you with colorful anecdotes that make
you feel like you are missing out. Be
practical and strong enough to resist
temptation.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) --
Trust in what you know and can do,
and move forward with confidence.
Share your ideas, and you'll gain
respect and support. A personal or
financial gain is within reach.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Keep a
close watch on what others do, but
don't be a copycat. Take your time
and protect your reputation and cash.
Run a tight ship, budget wisely and
refuse to make an unwise move.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Your
timing is impeccable, and the opportu-
nities that come your way will change
your life. Jump into action, take care
of business and get on with things.
Ask for what you want.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Map
out what you want to achieve, then
proceed. Hard work, dedication and
practicality will be the way to go. Don'’t
lose sight of your goal or let anyone
lead you astray.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)

-- Take care of responsibilities before
moving on to enjoyable pastimes.
Indulge in something that puts a smile
on your face or gives you purpose.
Spend time developing your talents.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec.

21) -- Distance yourself from pushy,
demonstrative people using emotional
tactics to win favors. A handout will
come with hidden costs. Until you
know what you want and what'’s best
for you, sit tight.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
-- You'll come up with or be offered
unique ideas or ways to use your
attributes. Open your doors to people
who can help you make progress or
improve your home, position or direc-
tion. Be attentive.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) --
Be careful around people who are try-
ing to change you. Don't feel obligated
to participate in something that doesn’t
interest you. Be honest, and head in a
direction that feels comfortable.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- Be
observant, and it will help you make
better decisions. If you want freedom,
you must grant freedom. Keeping the
peace and maintaining equality are in
your best interest.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Go
over every detail with a microscope.
Don't give anyone a chance to
prove you wrong or meddle in your
business. Your determination and
thoroughness will be your redeeming
features.

DEAR ABBY

Advice written by
Jeanne Phillips

DEAR ABBY: Because of frustration with our state’s
substantial COVID restrictions and our teen son’s strug-
gles with remote learning, we moved to another state. At
the time, our son was excited to move (we kept asking
him to make sure). However, we are now nearly through
the school year and he still hasn't made new friends.
He’s depressed and wants to move back.

He plays a sport and has a part-time job, but neither
have helped. My husband and | love it here. In fact,
our son loves everything except his lack of a social life
(beyond texting, FaceTiming and playing video games
with his old friends).

We work from home, so it would be an option for us
to temporarily return so he can finish his remaining two
years of high school in our original state. He has always
been very social, so we are surprised he hasn't made
new friends. Should we push him to keep trying? Or
is moving back for two years the best for his (and our)
mental well-being? -- WANTS THE BEST FOR HIM

DEAR WANTS: Moving during one’s teens isn't
easy, particularly because cliques have already formed.
Before packing your bags, talk with your son’s teachers
and counselors about why he has had problems inte-
grating there. They may be able to offer some important
insight.

However, if they cannot do that and you are prepared
to make the move when the school term is over, do it.
Being treated as an outcast isn’t good for anyone’s men-
tal health, and while it might benefit your son to learn to
adapt, he might do better academically if you put him in
a friendlier environment.

DEAR ABBY: | have two grown sons who are 13
months apart. The younger, age 44, constantly and
viciously degrades his brother in text messages. His
anger level is so high that on Christmas Eve two years
ago, while he was visiting from a neighboring state with
his wife, he declared, “F--- this family!” and stalked out,
leaving his wife, my husband and me stunned.

Since then, his wife has divorced him, he’s been
rear-ended in a car wreck due to road rage, lost his job
and alienated himself from our family. Online research
I've done indicates he’s narcissistic. Last month, | tex-
ted him my concern that he’d walked off his job, which
unleashed an angry tirade against his brother and me.

Everything is our fault, and he badmouths his ex-wife
mercilessly. He’s an adult, so | can’t force him to seek
mental health help. Is there anything | can do? We no
longer communicate, but a mother can’t erase love and
concern for her child. -- WORN OUT IN WYOMING

DEAR WORN OUT: Your son is deeply troubled, and
for that you have my sympathy. For the sake of your
own mental health, | strongly recommend you consult a
licensed mental health professional. You can't diagnose
your son’s problem, and neither can |. You also cannot
force him into therapy before he’s ready to admit that
he needs it. Please don’t wait to do this. | know you are
hurting.

Brevity

EXCUSE ME, CAN
YOu TELL ME
WHERE | AM?
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Grizwells
WEY, FLoRA'S

15 TT ABoIT DINNER BEING

WELL, ALCATRAZ IS THAT WAY,
AND THIS FAMOUS VEGAN
RESTAURANT IS THE OTHER
WAY. YOU'RE IN THE MIDDLE.

SO I'M BETWEEN THE ROCK
AND A CHARD PLACE?
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IN THAT CASE, TWiS (ONNERSATIN )
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7”MOM, YOU'R
OVERREACTING!
I OUST HAVE A

coLD! IT'S NOT |
THUE END OF THE /|

WORLD IF YoU
\TCH IT.

HEART, I'M THE
ARENT! I HAVE TO
GO TO WORK AND
MAKE MONEY S0
WE CAN SURVIVE!
I CAN'T GET
SICK! T WAVE TO
KEEP THINGS
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Moderately Confused
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T DON'T
LIKE
BOWTIE
FASTA...
IT MAKES
ME FEEL
UNDERDRESSED.

HERMAN®
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“Here’s a cup. Give me a dollar’s worth.”

Born Loser

VD\DYOU KNOW T WAS ON

THE DEBATE TEAM IN HIGH
SCHOOL, WILBERFORCEZ 5
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\I STAHLER.

©2022 Jeff Stahler/ Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication

NOT ONLY THAT, I WASTHE VTHAT'S TRUE,,, OF COURSE, H?
CAPTAIN OF THE TEAM! WAS THE ONLY MEMBER
OF THETEAM!
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