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DEAR ABBY
Advice written by

Jeanne Phillips

Your Birthday today:
Bide your time, do the ground-

work and leave no room for error. Put 
your energy to good use, and you’ll 
get the acknowledgment you desire. 
Hard work and dedication will pay off 
if you spend time perfecting what’s 
important and honing your skills to 
suit your needs. Work quietly behind 
the scenes to ensure everything falls 
into place. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- 
Slow down; don’t let temptation lead 
you astray. Be diligent and consider 
your options, the cost involved and 
the consequences if things don’t go 
as planned. Be open to experimenta-
tion.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Dig 
in and do what you can to make a 
difference. Your input and dedication 
will impress someone who can help 
you advance. Do your homework 
before you make a physical change 
or commitment. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Say 
little and do a lot. Size up situations 
and schedule your time to ensure you 
fulfill your obligations. Refuse to let 
emotional issues interfere with your 
responsibilities. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Put 
your heart into taking care of your 
duties. Refuse to let anyone lead you 
astray or take advantage of your time, 
skills and helpful nature. A family bur-
den is best dealt with privately.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- 
Focus on partnerships and working 
alongside others. New information will 
change how you do things. Address 
financial, medical and contractual 
concerns with practicality and insight. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Don’t 
take on responsibilities that you can’t 
accomplish on your own. Relying on 
others will lead to disappointment. 
Know your limitations and make 
promises based on your capabilities. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Consider suggestions and new ideas. 
Putting a unique spin on whatever 
you do or say will give you the edge 
and help you gain valuable support. 
You can do something great! 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Keep 
expenses to a minimum. Determine 
what you can do without and sell 
what you no longer need. Focus on 
personal gain, fitness and achieving 
peace of mind. Excess will get you 
nowhere.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Deal with issues that are holding 
you back. Putting off difficult conver-
sations will hinder your chance to get 
moving on things you genuinely want 
to do. Clear up unfinished business. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Concentrate on what’s doable. 
Listen to what others have to offer, 
but don’t take a risk or trust someone 
offering the impossible. Emotional 
spending and joint ventures will dis-
rupt your plans. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
-- Home improvements that enhance 
your ability to earn money, live and 
follow your dreams are within reach. 
Adjustments to how you use your 
cash, skills and experience will be 
crucial.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- Make an honest assessment of 
your life and relationships, and follow 
a path that suits your needs. Trusting 
someone to look out for your interests 
will put you in an awkward position.

Brevity

Grizwells

Heart of the City

DEAR ABBY: My wife and I share a common drive-
way with our neighbors. These neighbors are keenly 
aware that my wife and I do not share their political 
views. After the election, one of them quit speaking to us 
or even acknowledging our presence. 

After a few months, I approached him in the shared 
driveway and said “Bob, it is obvious you are not speak-
ing to me. If I have offended you, let me know and I will 
do my best to apologize.” His response was, “I’ll think 
about it.” That was the last I heard for a while, but he still 
shunned me. 

A few months later, he rang my doorbell and asked 
us to accept his apology, saying, “Only God can judge.” 
I knew what he meant. Life is short, the neighborhood is 
small and neighbors need each other, so my wife and I 
accepted his “apology.” 

Now, months later, he is back to not acknowledging 
our existence. I see him several times a week. I am 
happy to continue “turning the other cheek,” but with no 
results so far, both cheeks are getting red. Any sugges-
tions? -- FREE THINKER IN TEXAS

DEAR FREE THINKER: Stop turning any of your 
cheeks in this neighbor’s direction. It’s a shame that so 
many relationships have been destroyed in this country 
because people were unwilling to TALK with or LISTEN 
to each other. Folks on both sides of the aisle had their 
reasons for voting the way they did in the last presi-
dential election. Those reasons cannot be understood 
unless they are calmly discussed. Individuals who are 
not mature enough to discuss their differences are really 
not worth your time, so ignore what he’s doing and go 
on with your life.

DEAR ABBY: I’m a 54-year-old man, blessed with 
a good life, family, friends and a good job for 35 years. 
I was married for six years. The first four of them were 
very good. We were blessed with a sweet, beautiful 
daughter. Her mother and I have been divorced for more 
than 20 years now. 

I’m a decent-looking guy. I’m kind, honest and fun, 
and I have good morals and a sense of humor. I have 
dated many women since the divorce, but most of those 
relationships were all about sex. I’m not complaining, but 
I’d like to find that one woman with whom I could share 
everything -- travel, dinner, ballgames, concerts, etc. 
The few of those I’ve encountered over the last 20 years 
have ended up getting married to someone else. Abby, 
can you help? I feel ... -- CURSED IN ARKANSAS

DEAR CURSED: If I read your letter correctly, you 
have been jumping into bed with women before you 
find out what they are all about. Your chances of finding 
someone to share the rest of your life with might improve 
if you make the effort to form friendships first. Although 
you may not find someone who enjoys all of the activi-
ties you mentioned on your wish list, you might forge 
rewarding friendships along the way and enjoy some of 
them together.


