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Hope �

The last week offers us great hope – let’s 

use this as a springboard for the future
Antoine Boudier, VCCI President

Vanuatu has taken two big steps 

forward in the past week in the ongoing 

attempts to mitigate and minimize 

the negative impacts of the COVID-19 

crisis, through the arrival of the vaccines 

and the announcement of a stimulus 

package. These two milestones are 

unambiguously positive, and should be 

celebrated.

Firstly, on the vaccines, the 24,000 

AstraZeneca doses will help protect 

and possibly save the lives of some of 

the most vulnerable people in society. 

These vaccines are safe, and have 

been proven to work around the world, 

with frankly astonishing results being 

seen from countries with high levels 

of vaccinations. One particularly clear 

example is the United Kingdom – in 

January the UK was experiencing well 

over 1,000 deaths every day. 60 million 

vaccines later, and the daily death rate 

is just 5. By far and away the dominant 

factor in this success is the vaccines, 

and they are allowing the UK to rapidly 

regain a high degree of normality.

A similar story should be told for Vanuatu 

– vaccines are our best hope of moving 

on from this crisis, and so their arrival 

is a huge step. The 4,000 people who 

signed up for pre-registration prove that 

people want these vaccines, to protect 

themselves and their families and 

neighbors. It was also pleasing to hear 

the Prime Minister will take the first 
vaccine. This leadership will prove to 

people that the vaccines are safe, and 

support their rollout.

The second good bit of news was the 

announcement of a second stimulus 

package. This targeted package 

supports the most impacted businesses, 

and will help to protect employment 

and businesses, whilst the Special 

Business Grant will really help the 

smallest businesses. By safeguarding 

the economy today, the Government is 

helping to support the development of 

the future.

I would like to again congratulate the 

members of the Government, as well as 

the hard-working public servants, of the 

Ministries of Health, and Finance and 

Economic Management in particular, for 

their excellent work in achieving these 

two milestones.

As positive as this news is for the 

country, of course it is not the end of the 

road. It is clear that Vanuatu will still be 

dealing with the impacts of COVID-19 for 

a long time to come. However, it is also 

clear that Vanuatu has a chance to have 

some of the best COVID-19 outcomes of 

any country in the world. COVID-19 is of 

course both a health and an economic 

crisis, and so the best outcomes, by 

definition, mean as few deaths caused 
by the disease as possible, and as small 

and as short an economic crisis as is 

possible. This is what we should all be 

aiming for.

To understand how Vanuatu can achieve 

such positive outcomes, it is first 
important to understand why Vanuatu is 

in such a unique position. 

Firstly, on the heath side, Vanuatu of 

course faces a substantial advantage 

in our geographical isolation. It was no 

coincidence that six months into the 

pandemic, almost all of the countries 

which had zero COVID-19 cases were 

small and isolated Pacific countries. We 
were of course also helped by the rapid 

decision of our main partners – Australia 

and New Zealand – to close their own 

borders, which helped to stem the flow 
of people coming to the Pacific. 

On top of this geographical advantage, 

the Government has then done a truly 

excellent job in ensuring the country 

remains COVID-19 free. They have 

put in place a high-quality quarantine 

system, which has allowed thousands 

of seasonal workers and other citizens 

and residents to return. They have 

confidently dealt with the three active 
cases we had in quarantine, as well as 

the unexpected event of a dead body 

washing up with the virus. All the while, 

the number of countries which have zero 

COVID-19 are falling – looking around 

at our Melanesian friends, Papua New 

Guinea has been facing the horrors of 

COVID-19 for months, whilst Fiji is in the 

early stages of trying to contain its own 

outbreak. Further afield, more developed 
places which have had COVID-19 under 

control for most of the last year, such 

as Taiwan and Singapore, are now 

facing their own severe outbreaks. Our 

COVID-19 status is something which 

is enjoyed by less than 0.01% of the 

world and is something which should be 

cherished and protected.

On the economic side, Vanuatu 

has again been blessed with strong 

advantages. Firstly, the village life 

which dominates the country has been 

relatively unimpacted by COVID-19. This 

is not to say that their lives have been 
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