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Vanuatu has marked an historical 
milestone in the history of Airline 
Development with the first visit of 
the Airbus A220-300 on Monday, 
October 28.

A flight demonstration was held 
on Monday with a charted course 
from Bauerfield airport in Efate to 
Pekoa International airport in Santo 
where the Government along with 
its contributing partners get to 
experience the tour comfort in the 
aircraft.

During a formal ceremony held 
at Pekoa airport, Prime Minister 
Charlot Salwai said tourism is one 
of the main contributors to the 
national Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) in the economy, which 
contributes 40% to 50% of our 
national GDP.

“As part of the Government’s 
Decentralization process, our main 
focus is boosting tourism growth 

around the islands of Vanuatu,” PM 
Salwai remarked.

“Pekoa Airport is one of the 
most prevalent airports with the 
potential to become a major hub 
in extending tourism benefits in 
the northern part of Vanuatu.

“Air Vanuatu has confirmed its plan 
to develop Pekoa Airport into a 
new domestic hub for its fleet. 
This strategic plan will provide 
employment opportunities and 
economic prosperity in Luganville.

“Espiritu-Santo has a lot of tourism 
advantages, not just fancy resorts 
and beaches but its rich diversity 
in culture, natural attractions and 
the people. As we know, local 
hospitality is always the prime 
factor in tourism development.

“Airlines play a significant key role 
in development, especially within 
the tourism industry. The plan to 
increase the number of airlines 

falls in line with the Government 
policy inside the shared vision of 
2030.

“I strongly believe that the 
work plan of ‘Shared Vision’ 
2030 is working ahead and will 
challenge Air Transportation 
and Tourism taskforce to work 
harder and wiser to contribute 
in the national economic 
development of Vanuatu in 
areas of aviation and tourism.”

CEO of Vanuatu Tourism Office, 
Adela Issachar commented that 
the new model of aircraft that 
Air Vanuatu will operate, will 
help increase tourism growth in 
all parts of Vanuatu, not just Port 
Vila and Santo.

“I would like to acknowledge 
Air Vanuatu, the Government of 
Vanuatu and Airports Vanuatu as 
partners in the shared vision to 
answer the Call of Vanuatu.”

New A220 Aircrafts to 

Boost Tourism Growth 

Vanuatu’s Islands

TORBA PROVINCE

The TORBA Province is the northernmost province 
of Vanuatu, made up of the Banks Islands and the 
Torres Islands. It sits above the SANMA Province. 
The province's name derives from the initial 
letters of TORres and BAnks. The province has a 
population of approximately 9,500 people and 
an area of 882 km². Its capital is Sola on Vanua 
Lava. As Torba is only just becoming part of the 
international tourism scene within the last 2 years, 
so you can be sure that the experiences you 
have there are rare and unique! The quality of 
accommodation and tours on offer is world class 
and we encourage everyone to visit this untouched 
part of the world. Geographically, Torba reaches 
north and west to the Solomon Islands as with all 
of Vanuatu, the main islands are volcanic in origin 
with active volcanoes on Gaua and Vanua Lava 
islands. The islands are relatively small and most 
attractions are easy to walk to; explore white sand 
beaches and coral reefs around west Mota Lava 
and Ra or climb the massive rocks on Ra, or climb 
the Sleeping Mountain on Mota Lava with beautiful 
island bungalows dispersed across the islands.

For more information: torbatravels.com.vu

SANMA PROVINCE

Sanma Province is made up of the islands Espiritu 
Santo and Malo and includes a number of smaller 
surrounding islands that a sit just offshore, such as 
Aore, Tutuba, Turtle and Ratua islands, and Bokissa. 
Known for its stunning diving, blue holes and white 
sandy beaches, Sanma Province is the perfect 
destination for your next holiday. Whether you are 
looking for a romantic escape, an off-the-beaten-
track adventure, relaxing spell by pristine beaches 
or family-friendly getaway, we guarantee that there 
is something here for everyone! Getting here is 
stress-free as Espiritu Santo's Pekoa International 
Airport, located just outside Luganville, receives 
daily flights from Port Vila and direct weekly flights 
from Brisbane Australia via Air Vanuatu. Sanma 
Province is also the gateway to the northern outer-
islands of Vanuatu. Pekoa airport has direct flights 
to Torba, Penama and Malampa provinces, making 
it easy for you to explore! For more information 
on Sanma province, visit Santo.travel and when 
you get to Luganville, pop into the Santo Travel 
Center and say hello to our friendly staff. Our lovely 
Silesia and the team there will be happy to help 
answer any queries you may have of Santo and her 
surrounding islands.

MALAMPA PROVINCE

Located in the heart of Vanuatu's archipelago, 
Malampa's islands offer the adventurous 
traveller a unique South Pacific experience.  
Meet the Big Nambas and Small Nambas; the 
ancient people of Malekula; Peek into the heart 
of a live volcano; Go snorkelling with a dugong in 
the Maskylnes! Malampa province has something 
for everyone - traditional dancing, sand drawing, 
ancient cannibal sites, lush jungle trekking, remote 
waterfalls, snorkeling tropical clear waters and 
much more... MALAMPA province gets its name 
from the islands of Malekula (MAL), Ambrym 
(AM) and Paama (PA). The region also includes 
a number of smaller islands along the coast of 
Malekula and the uninhabited volcanic island of 
Lopevi. The islands of MALAMPA are steeped in 
culture, history and a rare tropical wilderness. 
Malampa also boasts the twin volcanoes of Mt 
Benbow (1160m) and Mt Marum (1270m) on the 
island of Ambrym or the ‘black magic island’.  
The people of MALAMPA province are proud of 
their cultural heritage and pristine environment, 
they welcome you to experience, enjoy and learn 
about the wonders of their home.

For more information: torbatravels.com.vu


