¢ craftech®
INDUSTRIES, INC.

Hudson NY Manufacturer

Parts Cleaner -
Monday - Friday 7am-3pm and 3pm-11pm
(On the Job Training) - Full benefits

Call: 518-828-5001 Ext. 114 for Details « Application: 8 Dock Street in Hudson ¢ Email: ljablanski@craftechind.com

Full Time

Secondary Operator - Full Time
Monday - Friday 7am-3pm and 3pm-11pm
(On the Job Training) - Full benefits

Molding Operator - Full time
Monday - Friday 7am-3pm
(On the Job Training) - Full benefits
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Laborshortages

By NatashaVaughn
Columbia-Greene Media

HUDSON — The Twin
Counties continue to face a la-
bor shortage as unemployment
numbers fall to near-pre-pan-
demiclevels.

The state Department of La-
bor said unemployment lev-

County and Greene County.

“I believe employers con-
tinue to struggle to find enough
employees to run their busi-
nesses, both anecdotally and
based on unemployment num-
bers and job openings that are
posted,” Columbia Economic
Development President F. Mi-

hamper business

AJune 22 report from the La-
bor Department compares the
unemployment rates of May
2021 to May 2020. In May 2020,
while many industries in the
state were shut down or more
restricted because of the pan-
demic, the unemployment rate

Unemployment Rates
by County,

New York State,

May 2021

Chauta

County Unemployment Rates (not seasonally adjusted)
[l Rate is 7.0 percent or greater

[ Rate is 6.0 - 6.9 percent

[J Rate is 5.0 - 5.9 percent

[] Rate is 4.0 - 4.9 percent

[] Rate is less than 4.0 percent ot -

Richmond SIS

New York State rate = 6.9 percent

Source: New York State Department of Labor

els dropped in both Columbia chael Tucker said.

See LABORAS
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BILLWILLIAMS/COLUMBIA-GREENE MEDIA
Firefighters at the scene of a house fire on Orchard Road in
Livingston on Friday night that displaced a local family.

BILLWILLIAMS/COLUMBIA-GREENE MEDIA

A Livingston family was displaced after lightning struck their
home and started a fire Friday night.

By Bill Williams
Columbia-Greene Media

LIVINGSTON — A local family was
displaced after their home caught fire
Friday when lightning struck the prop-
erty for the second time this year, fire of-
ficials said.

Lightning struck the home at 457 Or-
chard Road, Livingston, just before 7:42
p.m. Friday, Livingston Fire Chief Paul
Jahns IV said Saturday. The homeown-
ers called Columbia County 911 imme-
diately afterward to report their house
was filling with smoke.

The lightning strike caused significant
electrical damage to the home. The fam-
ily will be staying at another home near-
by until repairs can be made, Jahns said.

There were no reported injuries.

The first firefighters to arrive found a
working fire in the basement and a heavy
condition of smoke, the fire chief said.

Firefighters went to work inside the
home and extinguished the blaze at
8:16 p.m. Afterward, they inspected the
residence to ensure the flames had not
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spread.

Friday’s incident marked the second
time lightning struck the Orchard Road
house this year. A large tree in the front
yard was destroyed by lightning in early
May, Jahns said.

Fire officials Friday requested mutu-
al-aid assistance from Taghkanic and
Greenport fire departments.

National Grid was requested to the
scene to disconnect electric power.

Northern Dutchess Paramedics and
the Columbia County Fire Coordinator’s
Office assisted at the scene. The town
building inspector also responded.

All firefighters were back in service at
9:47 p.m.

The area was being pounded by a se-
vere thunderstorm on Friday evening
when the house was struck by lightning.
That same storm brought heavy rains,
and was responsible for street flooding
across Columbia and Greene counties.

Lightning is the most dangerous

See FIREA8

COVID-19 trends tell tale of two counties

PHOTO COURTESY OF GOV. ANDREW CUOMO'S OFFICE
Numbers of new COVID-19 cases differ between Columbia County
and Greene County.

By Natasha Vaughn and Sam Raudins
Columbia-Greene Media

HUDSON — Numbers
of new COVID-19 cases dif-
fer widely between Columbia
County and Greene County.
Columbia’s are trending down.
But Greene’s are tracking up-
ward.

Vaccination rates tell anoth-
er side of the story. Columbia
County’s rate is above 70% but
Greene County’s rate is 48%, or
more than 20 percentage points
below the state average.

The Columbia County De-
partment of Health reported
two new cases of the virus Mon-
day morning — the first new
cases the county had in four

days.

But Greene County has seen
a small spike in cases since July
6.

“We had two cases today,”
Columbia County Department
of Health Director Jack Mabb
said Monday. “That’s over the
whole weekend. That’s Satur-
day, Sunday and today.”

Twenty-five states in the
country are seeing a rise in CO-
VID cases, Mabb said. A num-
ber of states are experiencing
growing numbers of the Delta
Variantas well.

“New York is one of the 25
thatis seeing arise,” Mabb said.
“On the other hand, whenIlook
at the vaccine tracker for the

state, I see the counties around
the Hudson Valley, from right
up from Long Island all the way
up have pretty much gotten
over 70%.”

The two cases Mabb talked
about Monday were two unre-
lated people from different ar-
eas of the county. He said one
of them was in their 50s and the
other was in their 70s. He said
their vaccination status was
not known. In recent weeks a
number of the positive cases re-
ported in Columbia County had
been people who were 30 and
younger.

“And for me when I interpret

See COVID A8



