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New York doctors and health 
care workers want people with 
questions about the COVID vac-
cine to do one thing: Ask.

No vaccine-related question 
is silly or unacceptable, infec-
tious disease experts said Tues-
day, citing common concerns 
about the one- or two-dose vac-
cine to protect against coronavi-
rus COVID-19.

“If you have questions, ask,” 
said Dr. Anja Bottler, chief of 
infectious disease at Unity Hos-
pital within Rochester Regional 
Health. “Don’t just sit there and 
pout and get stuck in your think-
ing hole. Ask questions. Talk to 
other people. Get a feeling on 
what is the right thing for your-
self to do.”

Bottler also works at United 
Memorial Medical Center in 
Batavia, and regularly sees pa-
tients from all backgrounds. 

About a quarter of New York-
ers eligible to receive the COVID 
vaccine, or about 3.5 million 
adults, have opted not to get the 
shot. More than 68.3% of state 
residents ages 18 and older are 
fully vaccinated against the up-
per respiratory disease, which 
has killed more than 54,226 New 
Yorkers to date, according to the 
U.S. Centers For Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

More than 74.9% of New York 
adults have at least one vaccine 
dose as of Friday.

FDA & QUICK APPROVAL
“People are skittish about 

the vaccination because of the 
FDA approval,” said Dr. Alan 
Sanders, chief of the Infectious 
Diseases Division at Albany 

Medical Center. “I’m not trying 
to be flip about this — I’m not 
sure a lot of these individuals 
have knowledge that the FDA 
has been involved with approval 
of vaccines for many, many de-
cades.”

The U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration and the state’s 
vaccine Clinical Task Force 
separately approved Pfizer 
and Moderna’s two-dose 
coronavirus vaccines in De-
cember under Emergency Use 
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RIDGEFIELD, CONNECTI-
CUT — The son of a promi-
nent Columbia County at-
torney and a rising star in the 
financial world died Thursday 
in an automobile accident.

Carl Whitbeck, 43, of Ridge-
field, was killed in a crash on 
Branchville Road in Ridge-
field, Capt. Shawn Platt of the 
Ridgefield Police Department 
said Friday.

Whitbeck was driving east 
on Branchville Road when his 
car crossed over into the west-
bound lane. The car left the 
road and struck an embank-
ment before coming to rest, 
Platt said. 

At about 1:59 a.m., fire and 
rescue crews responded to the 
scene on Route 102. 

Whitbeck was taken to Dan-
bury Hospital for evaluation 
of his injuries and was later 

pronounced dead, Platt said.
Whitbeck, who was known 

as “Pepper,” was the global 
head of High Yield and US Ac-
tive Fixed Income at Axa In-
vestment Managers in Green-
wich, Connecticut, according 
to the company.

“The thoughts of Axa IM’s 
Management Board and em-
ployees go out to Pepper’s 
family and loved ones,” a 
spokesperson for Axa IM said 

in a statement Friday. “The 
company has offered its full 
support to his family, his team 
and closest colleagues.”

Whitbeck had been with 
Axa Investment Managers 
since 2002 and had been heav-
ily involved in developing the 
company’s high-yield capa-
bilities over the past 19 years, 
the company said.

“During his 19 years at Axa 
IM, Pepper built a strong team 
of experienced, high-yield 

investment professionals. 
Pepper’s guiding philosophy 
was that portfolios should be 
managed through a team-
based approach,” according 
to the company.

Whitbeck was born April 
18, 1978, at Columbia Memo-
rial Hospital in Hudson. He 
attended Albany Academy 
and Williams College in Wil-
liamstown, Massachusetts. He 
lived in Hudson.

He leaves behind a wife and 

three children. Funeral ar-
rangements were not immedi-
ately made public.

Whitbeck’s father, Carl G. 
Whitbeck Jr., is well known 
throughout Columbia County, 
with many years of experience 
in advising municipal, corpo-
rate and nonprofit clients.

Whitbeck acted as corpo-
ration counsel to the City of 
Hudson from 1980 to 1999, 
and again from 2014 to 2016.  
He was town attorney for the 
Town of Greenport from 1986 
to 1995, and again from 2016 
to 2017, and as Columbia 
County Attorney from 1988 
to 1989. He represented the 
New York State Bridge Au-
thority from 1994 to 2020. He 
also served on the board of 
directors at Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation.

Whitbeck is a partner at 
Whitbeck Benedict & Smith 
LLP in Hudson.

Carl Whitbeck, son of Hudson attorney, dies at 43
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The thoughts of Axa IM’s Management 

Board and employees go out to  

Pepper’s family and loved ones.  

The company has offered its full support  

to his family, his team and  

closest colleagues.
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Carl Whitbeck

DOCTORS WANT MORE COVID 
VACCINE QUESTIONS 

By Bill Williams
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HUDSON — Police have 
made an arrest in connection 
with a stabbing on Wednesday 
night that left a man in seri-
ous condition, Hudson police 
chief L. Edward Moore said 
Friday.

Tavaris A. Grant, 25, of Hud-
son was charged with first-de-
gree assault, a class B felony, 
Moore said.

Grant was stopped on the 
Taconic Parkway on Friday 
morning and brought to the 
Hudson police station, where 
he was processed. He was ar-
raigned Friday afternoon in 
Hudson City Court. Grant was 

taken to the Columbia County 
Jail, where he was held on 
$10,000 bail, Moore said.

The victim, a 31-year-old 
Hudson man, is at Albany 
Medical Center recovering 
from several stab wounds to 
the chest.

“This is an instance where 
we received support from 
members of the public who 
witnessed this crime. When 
people step forward action 
can be swiftly taken. Collec-
tively, we can make a safer 
neighborhood,” Moore said in 
a statement.

The man was stabbed sev-
eral times during a brawl that 
occurred around 8:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
n i g h t  o n 
North 2nd 
Street in the 
vicinity of 
Rope Alley.

P o l i c e 
were first 
called to the 
scene after 
several peo-
ple called Columbia County 
911 to report there was a large 
fight taking place. 

When Hudson police ar-
rived, they found the injured 
man and requested assistance 
from Greenport Rescue Squad 

Man charged in Hudson stabbing
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Multiple police agencies at the scene of a stabbing in Hudson on 
Wednesday night.

Tavaris A. 
Grant
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LPN Kimberly Peacock, left, administers the COVID-19 Vaccine 
shot to Dr. Guy Hewlett, M.D., right, at Cooper University Health 
Care on Dec. 15, 2020. Cooper University Health Care was among 
the first group of hospitals in New Jersey to receive the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
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By GENE PARK

Washington Post

Valve, the company that 

manages PC gaming’s most 

dominant storefront, Steam, 

announced its entry into the 

portable gaming market with 

the Steam Deck. The handheld 

gaming device will sell for be-

tween $399 and $649.

Reservations, which also 

come at a price, begin today 

for a planned December 2021 

release in the U.S., Canada, 

Europe and United Kingdom. 

The form factor looks much 

like the old Sega Game Gear 

portable from the 1990s, with 

two touch pads on either side 

of the screen to mimic using a 

mouse.
The device comes with a 

7-inch screen, the same size 

as Nintendo’s recently an-

nounced Switch OLED Model. 

Valve claims Steam Deck has 

been optimized as a mobile 

device and promises an ambi-

tious two to eight hours of bat-

tery life for continuous game-

play.
The LCD screen’s resolution 

will be 800p, a bit sharper than 

the Switch’s 720p in handheld 

mode. But it’ll sport a refresh 

rate of 60hz, which would en-

sure high-performance games 

will run at most at 60 frames 

include 

Steam Deck 

to make 

PC gaming 

portable
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