
By Aliya Schneider
Columbia-Greene Media

HUDSON — The city’s wa-
ter supply is gradually refilling 
as a poly-pig cleaning device 
remains lodged in the system. 

The device got stuck in the 
city’s water main Tuesday, 
disrupting the city’s water 
main flow. After workers could 
not retrieve the device Tues-
day or Wednesday, they redi-
rected their efforts to getting 
the city’s water tank full, Su-
perintendent of Public Works 
Robert Perry said.  

The poly-pig is the full di-
ameter of the water main 
and is pressurized and 
forced through the city’s 

120-year-old pipes, Perry said. 
The device is used to clean 
the water main annually and 
while there have been prob-
lems with the process over the 
past decades, there has not 
been an emergency like this, 
Perry said.

“It’s kind of a violent pro-
cess and things can happen,” 
Perry said Wednesday.

The water supply has been 
filling the tank gradually as 
the pig device is lodged in a T-
shaped section of the piping at 
the Claverack pump station. 

The water tank was reach-
ing 50% capacity Thursday 
and made it to 60% on Friday 

Water supply 
refills, but device 

remains stuck
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Partially treated water bubbles while being flushed by a filter at the city’s water treatment plant. 
The organic matter is removed from the water then sent to a backwash tank for future treatment.See WATER A2

By Bill Williams
Columbia-Greene Media

GERMANTOWN — A fire-
fighter with the Germantown 
Fire Department was brought 
to the hospital after she be-
came ill while fighting a fire on 
Thursday, Germantown fire 
chief Mike Lawson said Friday.

The firefighter, who name 
has not been released, experi-
enced chest pains and short-
ness of breath. She was exam-
ined by Northern Dutchess 
Paramedics before she was 
taken to Northern Dutchess 
Hospital, where she was ad-
mitted, Lawson said.

T h e  h o s p i t a l  w a s 

performing tests on the fire-
fighter, Lawson said Friday 
afternoon.

Five fire companies fought 
the fire, which leveled a large 
garage.

At about 4:48 p.m., Colum-
bia County 911 sent the Ger-
mantown Fire Department 
to a home at 50 Hunterstown 
Road after receiving several 
reports that a building was on 
fire.

When the first firefight-
ers arrived at the home, they 
found the garage engulfed in 
flames.

Firefighter taken to hospital
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Five fire 
companies 
were on the 
scene of a 
garage fire on 
Hunterstown 
Road in 
Germantown 
on Thursday.

See FIREFIGHTER A2
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Theo Anthony, pictured, before the free screening of his film Thursday night.

By Aliya Schneider
Columbia-Greene Media

HUDSON — The 326 Warren 
St. pocket park was full Thurs-
day night for a screening of 
Hudson-based filmmaker Theo 
Anthony’s film “All Light, Every-
where.” 

The documentary in-
vestigates the history and 
modern-day use of cam-
eras and surveillance, par-
ticularly police body cameras. 
Anthony worked on the film 
from the summer of 2016 until 
December 2020. It premiered 
at the Sundance Film Festival in 
January.

Anthony began his interest in 
researching how power dynam-
ics are changed with body cam-
eras during the protests in Bal-
timore in response to Freddie 
Gray’s arrest and death, he said. 

There is a lot of lip service 
about transparency and ac-
countability when it comes to 
body cameras, Anthony said. 

“That’s all fine and great but 
if you’re not actually setting the 
policies or enacting the changes 
that allow for accountability, 
you’re not really doing anything 
but wasting people’s time,” he 
said.

The film demonstrates that 
the cameras largely serve a pur-
pose to protect police officers 
rather than the public and An-
thony has been advocating for 
the county to develop its body 
camera policies to better serve 
the public.  

The filmmaker focuses on 
Axon body cameras, which the 
Hudson Police Department and 
sheriff’s department both use. 
Anthony’s film explored how 
the settings on the Axon cam-
eras can present select perspec-
tives of police incidents. 

Viewers get a tour of the 

company’s facilities and get to 
sit in on an Axon training ses-
sion for the Baltimore Police De-
partment. Anthony, who lives in 
Hudson, is from Baltimore. 

Anthony served on Hudson’s 
Police Advisory and Reconcili-
ation Commission and spoke 
about the use of force and body 
cameras at a presentation in 
January that centered on the 
release of the committee’s 
95-page advisory report. The 
Axon body cameras worn by 
Hudson police officers show 
what happens to officers but not 
necessarily the officers’ actions, 
he said at the January presenta-
tion. 

Various political candidates 
spoke before the screening, 
wrapping up with 3rd Ward 
Supervisor Michael Chameides 
speaking about the film’s con-
nection to local issues.

Chameides criticized the 
county’s decision to spend 
$500,000 on a five-year body 
camera contract, saying the de-
cision was rushed and the mon-
ey could have been used toward 
other important issues such as 
transportation or mental health 
services.

He expressed frustration over 
the county’s lack of body cam-
era policy, saying the policy is a 
copy-paste version of the state 
recommended policy.

Chameides wrote a letter to 
the Columbia County Board of 
Supervisors on April 5 with eight 
body camera policy recommen-
dations, which Anthony sup-
ports.

Anthony said that while the 
Hudson police department has 
been receptive to recommenda-
tions, he believes the sheriff’s 
office and county police reform 

Hudson filmmaker questions body camera policies

See POLICIES A2

INSIDE TODAY!

Anthony Ramos, left, and Melissa 

Barrera in Jon M. Chu’s “In the 

Heights,” based on Lin-Manuel 

Miranda’s hit Broadway musical. 

Macall Polay/Warner Bros/TNS

By MOIRA MACDONALD 

The Seattle Times

OK, 
let’s talk about 

musicals. Let’s talk 

Reviewer says movie version of Lin-Manuel 

Miranda’s stage musical hit is a delight

Bursting 

with joy

By KATE FELDMAN 

New York Daily News

NEW YORK — Bruce 

Springsteen is headed back to 

the Great White Way.

New Jersey’s favorite son 

will return 

to Broadway 

with his 

one-man 

show, the 

cleverly titled 

“Springsteen 

on Broad-

way,” this 

summer.

“I loved 

doing 

‘Springs-

teen on Broadway’ and I’m 

thrilled to have been asked 

to reprise the show as part of 

the reopening of Broadway,” 

the singer said in a state-

ment.
“Springsteen on Broadway” 

will run from June 26 to Sept. 4 

at Jujamcyn’s St. James The-

atre in New York City.

The show originally ran for 

236 sold-out performances 

from October 2017 through 

December 2018, earning 

Springsteen a Special Tony 

Award.
Part concert, part audio 

memoir, “Springsteen on 

Broadway” is based on the 

“Dancing in the Dark” singer’s 

autobiography “Born to Run.”

Proceeds from opening 

ed to a 

Bruce Springsteen brings 

show back to Broadway

Bruce 

Springsteen 
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