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By Natasha Vaughn
Columbia-Greene Media

COPAKE — Officials will continue 
to take public comment on changes to 
the town code regarding the proposed 
Shepherd’s Run 500-acre solar farm.

Comments will be accepted through 
next Thursday, town officials said.

Hecate Energy identified a 900-acre 
area for the project that extends south 
of state Route 23 and county Route 7. 
The company’s proposal calls for the 
installation of 200,000 solar panels that 
would take up 500 acres and would 
generate 60 megawatts of electrical 
power.

The ongoing discussions about 
the proposed solar project continued 
Thursday night with a public hearing 

to discuss proposed revisions to the 
law governing construction and siting 
solar power generating facilities. 

“We will accept written comments 
until next Thursday at noontime,” Co-
pake Town Supervisor Jeanne Mettler 
said. “Go to the website, review the law 
and take a look at the summary of the 
law and if you have a comment you 

would like to suggest you can send us 
an email.”

The proposed revisions include di-
viding solar facilities into four distinct 
classifications based on their size; for 
example, bigger projects such as Shep-
herd’s Run would be considered a ti-
er-4 solar facility.

The revised town code would also 

require all solar facilities, regardless of 
their size, to be evaluated for the im-
pact they would have on local resourc-
es.

In Copake’s case, this includes Rhe-
instrom Hill Audubon Center and 
Sanctuary, Taghkanic State Park and 
Copake Lake, as well as an abundance 
of prime farmland available in the 
town.

“The idea is to really ensure that 
whoever is reviewing the project, 
whether it’s the town or the state, is 
taking a hard look on the impact of 
the things that matter the most to this 
town,” said Benjamin Wisniewski, 
a partner in the Loughlin Group law 
firm.

Copake solar law goes under microscope
“We will accept written comments until next Thursday at 

noontime. Go to the website, review the law and take a 

look at the summary of the law and if you have a comment 

you would like to suggest you can send us an email.”

— COPAKE TOWN SUPERVISOR JEANNE METTLER
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By Kate Lisa
Johnson Newspaper Corp.

ALBANY — The state’s antici-
pated, broad 20% cuts to education 
are disgraceful, educators, union 
representatives, parents and stu-
dents said outside the Capitol on 
Thursday, demanding officials stop 

school funding slashes that devas-
tate the poorest districts.

State education leaders gathered 
for an event in West Capitol Park 
on Thursday afternoon to rally law-
makers after many school positions 
were eliminated in districts state-
wide as students began or prepare 

to resume in-person learning after 

Monday’s Labor Day holiday.

“In the face of a global pandem-

ic, our students need us now more 

than ever,” Albany Public School 

Teachers Association President 

By Bill Williams
Columbia-Greene Media

HUDSON — City police 
have had to deal with their 
share of wildlife over the years, 
including several bears this 
spring, a moose last year, oc-
casional coyotes, and bald 
eagles.

But a reported shark that 

was spotted in the Hudson 
River on Friday morning has 
a lot of people shaking their 
heads.

A one-minute long video 
of the shark was taken by lo-
cal fisherman James Gabriel, 
Hudson Police Chief L. Ed-
ward Moore said.

Gabriel shared the video 

with Hudson police in hopes 
of getting word out that a 
shark may be in the area, and 
people who use the Hudson 
River should be alert to that, 
Moore said.

Although conditions are a 
bit cold for swimming, many 

Possible shark 
caught on video

Contributed photo

A still photo taken from a video of an apparent shark taken by 
local fisherman James Gabriel on Friday morning and was posted 
to the Hudson Police Department Facebook page.

Kate Lisa/Johnson Newspaper Corp.

Hundreds of empty chairs lined West Capitol Park in Albany on Thursday afternoon representing the hundreds 
of school staff and faculty positions cut in poorer districts statewide as New York faces a $14 billion revenue gap 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Teachers protest 
school funding cuts

Kate Lisa/Johnson Newspaper Corp.

Albany City School District parent Ginny 
Farrell speaks outside the state Capitol on 
Thursday about devastating position and 
programming cuts in the Capital Region 
school district she said will impact the 
education of children for a generation. 

Kate Lisa/Johnson Newspaper Corp.

Assemblyman John McDonald III, D-108, 
suggested legalizing mobile sports betting 
and recreational marijuana outside 
the state Capitol on Thursday to raise 
revenue and avoid deep cuts to the state’s 
education spending amid the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
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Delivered by Bill Williams

Enter online at  
www.hudsonvalley360.com/pizzaparty

Enter for your chance to win an office pizza party from Scali’s Pizza & Pasta 
for you and your coworkers.  Every Tuesday Bill Williams will be delivering 

pizza to one lucky business in Columbia/Greene County. 
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Is TV getting us emotionally prepared 

Pexels

By YVONNE VILLARREAL

Los Angeles Times

In any other year, people 

sprinting like maniacs through 

fully stocked grocery store aisles 

— hurriedly filling their carts 

with frozen turkeys and contain-

ers of baby formula — would 

make for an escapist TV romp. 

And the team behind the up-

coming revival of “Supermarket 

Sweep” hopes that’s still the case.

Even at a time when a trip to 

the market can be its own stress 

test. 
The update to the beloved 

game show was announced back 

in January, when time still felt 

chronological and distinct, and 

was scheduled to begin shoot-

ing in mid-March for a summer 

launch. But it became one of 

the many productions upended 

as Hollywood came to a halt in 

compliance with the state’s stay-

at-home orders due to the CO-

VID-19 pandemic.

“We were set to load in the 

Monday after the order was giv-

en,” says Alycia Rossiter, an ex-

ecutive producer and co-show-

runner of the new series. “We 

thought: Let’s put this on pause 

and see what happens — and a 

heck of a lot did happen.”

But with a mix of video confer-

‘Supermarket 

Sweep’ returns 

with SNL alum

Leslie Jones
GAME SHOW: Reboot 

filmed during COVID 

and will air in October

By HANK STUEVER

Washington Post

R
aise your hand if you used to 

be one of those people who 

were not at all interested in go-

ing to Mars. (Boring, costly and 

creepy — right? To say nothing 

of viable.)

But lately? After those endless re-

frains of “Tomorrow Belongs to Me” 

during the Republican National Con-

vention? And now armed teenagers 

going militia on us? And with hur-

ricanes arriving in pairs? Getting off 

this forsaken planet is looking better 

all the time. “Love it or leave it” might 

as well be the new “Smoking or non-

smoking?”

Netflix’s intriguing but over-

wrought new astronaut drama, 

“Away,” is a couple of steps ahead of 

you on this. It’s another melancholy 

and occasionally triumphant take on 

the brave souls who will someday set 

foot on our neighboring Red Planet 

— a journey that “Away’s” creator, 

Andrew Hinderaker, showrunner Jes-

sica Goldberg (“The Path”), and some 

big-name collaborators (including 

“Friday Night Lights” producer Jason 

Katims and “My So-Called Life’s” Ed 

Zwick) present as both a fait accompli 

and a deadly risk.

Echoing the optimistic rhetoric in 

political stump speeches, the ques-

tion is not if we’re ever going, it’s how 

soon. To emphasize that, “Away” is 

set more or less in the current day, as 

an international space cooperative 

prepares to launch a fi ve-person crew 

on a three-year trip to Mars and back.

Somewhat like Sean Penn before 

her (in Hulu’s deeply doleful 2018 

mission-to-Mars series “The First”), 

Oscar-winner Hilary Swank stars as 

former Navy pilot Emma Green, the 

commander-designate of the Atlas I 

mission. She’s fulfi lling a dream that 

dates back to her Montana girlhood, 

yet it’s tearing her apart. She’s a wife 

and mom, you see, and “Away” seems 

to be counting on her tears (and yours, 

if you’re an easy mark) as a sustain-

able form of water supply.

“Away” regards the angst of leav-

ing Earth as a more important obses-

sion than the destination; the whole 

series is built around the pain Emma 

feels by leaving her husband, Matt Lo-

gan (Josh Charles), a mission-control 

expert and former astronaut who is 

permanently grounded by a genetic 

medical condition, and their daugh-

ter, Alexis (Talitha Bateman), a high 

STELLAR SERIES: New shows ‘Away’ and ‘Raised by Wolves’ are out of this world

See SCI-FI C2

to LEAVE the PLANET? 
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