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C-G(Cdelays semesterby one week

ByNatasha Vaughn
Columbia-Greene Media

GREENPORT — Columbia-
Greene Community College
has announced it will delay the
start of its spring semester by
one week.

The college announced
Tuesday it will begin the spring
semester Jan. 25, a one-week
delay because of the COVID-19
pandemic.

“Columbia-Greene Com-
munity College is exercising
extreme caution with respect
to the virus,” said college presi-
dent Carlee Drummer. “The
recommendation from SUNY

“Columbia-Greene Community College is exercising extreme
caution with respect to the virus. The recommendation from SUNY is
that classes begin a little bit later than normal in order for the Christ-
mas holiday and New Year's holidays to have passed and enabled
students to get tested for the virus before they return to campus.”

— COLLEGE PRESIDENT CARLEE DRUMMER

is that classes begin a little bit
later than normal in order for
the Christmas holiday and New
Year’s holidays to have passed
and enabled students to get
tested for the virus before they

return to campus.”

Most SUNY colleges are
starting Feb. 1. Columbia-
Greene Community College is
starting Jan. 25 instead of the
original Jan. 19 start date with

limited face-to-face classes
and the majority of classes be-
ing taught remotely, Drummer
said. This will allow the college
to end its spring semester and
keep its normal schedule for the

summer term, which begins
May 17, she added.

“We are doing everything
we can to reach out to students
to make sure everything is go-
ing smoothly,” Drummer said.
“We are having our advisors
and our faculty team check in
with their students frequently
just to ask questions, just to
make sure everything is fine,
and if there’s feedback that we

should have, theyll tell us. They
aren’t shy and that’s really help-
ful to have that open communi-
cation.”

See (-GCCA2

TOP 10 STORIES OF 2020

COUNTDOWN

Through the end of the year, The Daily Mail and the Register-Star will be featuring the top 10 stories of 2020,
based on HudsonValley360.com's website analytics, which measures readership.
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Liana Lekocevic/Columbia-Greene Media

Hundreds turned out to a demonstration at Promenade Hill Park on Sunday to
call for justice in the wake of George Floyd’s death in Minneapolis.

Hundreds rallyin a
call for justice

By Melanie Lekocevic
Columbia-Greene Media

HUDSON — Hundreds turned out
to Promenade Hill Park on Sunday af-
ternoon to rally for justice in the wake
of the death of George Floyd in Minne-
apolis.

Floyd, 46, who is African-American,
died following a confrontation with
police on Memorial Day, which was
caught on video by a bystander. His
death has sparked protests, demonstra-
tions and riots nationwide.

“I just want everyone’s voices to be
heard,” Hudson resident Bella Lugo
said. “It’s really hard, what is going on.
We need to stand up for people whose
voices aren’t being heard. Iwant it to be
a safe place for my nieces and nephews
to be able to go outside and not be dis-
criminated against because of the color
of their skin.”

The demonstration, which was
peaceful, was organized by Mayor

Kamal Johnson to give voice to people
angry over the events in Minneapolis.

“This is an event for solidarity, and
to let the world know — there doesn’t
have to be chaos, but we can be fed up
and we can be angry,” Johnson said pri-
or to the demonstration.

Johnson and city officials organized
therally.

“We just want to make sure the com-
munity feels heard, and also that our
police understand that this isn’t just
about them, but it is about us being
heard and us all doing a better job for
our community,” he told the crowd.

Protesters carried signs reading “De-
mand Justice Now,” “End Police Brutal-
ity,” No Justice, No Peace,” “End White
Supremacy” and “Black Lives Matter,”
among other messages.

“Theviolence needs to end,” Hudson
resident Irene Porcaro said. “People

See RALLY A2

ByKatelLisa
(olumbia-Greene Media

NEW ROCHELLE — After mass con-
fusion among regional executives, half
the state entered the second phase of
reopening nonessential businesses Fri-
day and New York City is expected to
start reopening in early June as down-
state COVID-19 numbers continue to
drop, Gov. Andrew Cuomo said.

The North Country, Finger Lakes,
Central New York, Mohawk Valley and
Southern Tier regions were cleared
to resume Phase II businesses of the
state’s four-phase reopening plan for
nonessential businesses Friday after-
noon. Professional services including
barber shops and hair salons, finance
and insurance, retail, administrative
support, real estate and rental leasing
industries and other office-based work
canreopen under the second phase.

Many county and regional officials
monitoring their COVID-19 hospital-
ization, infection and death rates were
confused Thursday into Friday as they
expected to start Phase Il at midnight —
or the expected 14 days between phases
— so Friday could be the first full day of
business.

The governor said he understood the
frustration over the half-day delay, add-
ing the afternoon announcement came
after multiple international experts
cleared regions to proceed with reopen-
ing after examining their COVID-19
metrics.

“Today is today,” Cuomo said Friday
during a 1 p.m. pandemic briefing at
Iona College. “Twanted to make sure we
had the best minds review all the data
and give us their opinion. A county ex-
pert may be very good at what they do,
but they're not an expert of viral trans-
mission.

“..It’s stone to stone across the mo-
rass,” the governor added. “If you step

Courtesy of Gov. Andrew Cuomo's Office
Half of New York entered Phasell
of reopening Friday afternoon and
New York City is expected to begin
reopening June 8, Gov. Andrew Cuomo
announced during a COVID-19 briefing
Friday at lona College in New Rochelle.

on alily pad across the morass, you will
sink.”

Friday marked two weeks since the
regions started Phase [ after the gover-
nor’s NY On Pause order first expired.

New York Cityis expected to beginre-
opening June 8, or one week from Mon-
day, as hospital bed capacity continues
to improve and officials hire and train
hundreds of contact tracers. The city is
thelastregion torestart thelocal econo-
my and satisfied five of the Department
of Health’s seven required reopening
benchmarks Friday afternoon.

The state will focus COVID-19 re-
sources in low-income and minor-
ity New York City “hot spot” neighbor-
hoods, mainly in the Bronx and parts
of Brooklyn where some infection rates
toppled 40% — twice the city’s general
population, Cuomo said.

See REGIONS A2
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Shelter nearly triples fundralslng goal

By Bill Williams
Columbia-Greene Media

HUDSON — The Columbia-
Greene Humane Society is ending
2020 on a high note.

In the beginning of Decem-
ber, the organizaton’s president
Ron Perez announced the shelter
would have to raise $10,000 by the
end of the month to keep essential
services going through the winter
months. The shelter was also over-
whelmed with a record number of
petsurrenders due to owners losing
their jobs or having to relocate to a
residence where pets were not al-
lowed, Perez said.

“The community came through
inabigway this month,” Perez said.

The Humane Society received
more than $28,000 in donations. A
friend and lifelong supporter of the
shelter promised to match the first

$10,000 raised, which he did.

With the match, the Humane So-
ciety ended up raising more than
$38,000.

“That’s nearly triple what we
needed and will go a long way to
keeping essential services, includ-
ing the low-cost veterinary clinic
and pet food bank, operating well
into the spring,” Perez said.

Pet adoptions were way up
throughout December as well.

The shelter announced early in
the month adoption fees would be
waived until the end of the year.
During the month, the Humane So-
ciety found homes for more than 82
cats, 14 dogs and 14 small animals
like rabbits, Perez said.

There are still a few more pets at
the shelter who are still in need of a
new home, Perez said.

The shelter’s website lists six

dogs, nine cats and a couple of
guinea pigs and rabbits available
foradoption.

The cash donations that were re-
ceived came in many forms, from
one donation of $5,000, to numer-
ous donations of $100, $250, $25
and many smaller donations of $5
or $10.

People gave what they could af-
ford and all donations are appreci-
ated, Perez said.

More than 100 communi-
ty members made donations
throughout the month, which add-
ed up to more than $28,000, Perez
said.

The year has been a financially
challenging one, but the generosity
of donors has helped a great deal,
Perez said.

See SHELTER A2
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Contributed photo
Milo is a 3-year-old male collie smooth/mix, available
for adoption at the Columbia-Greene Humane Society. =



