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Glacier County officials
back in court asking to
spend some of county’s
protested tax fund

Toole Co.
residents:
Get home
safe! Call
Tipsy Taxi
It’s almost time to bid
farewell to 2021 and welcome
in 2022. If you plan on going
out, or are hosting a New
Year’s Eve party, remember
that the Tipsy Taxi is available and happy to help get
everyone home safely. This
service is provided for free
on New Years Eve.
If you, or anyone, needs
a safe and sober ride home
call (406) 434-5585 and the
Toole County Search and
Rescue members will get you
there.
The Shelby-Toole County
Community Transportation
Safety Committee and DUI
Task Force, along with
the Toole County Sheriff’s
Department, want to make
sure everyone’s holiday season ends on a high note and
not in tragedy.
If you’ve been drinking,
don’t drive! This service is
provided for free.
The committee wants to
protect and keep safe our
friends, neighbors and community members.
Be safe, be responsible and
happy 2022!

By LEANNE KAVANAGH
Pioneer Press Editor
–––––––––––––––––––––––
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At not quite five-months-old, little Kesslee Padilla wasn’t quite sure
what to think of this jolly man all dressed in red, but no tears were
shed as she focused on Santa and even gave him a brief smile before
her visit was done. The Toole County Sheriff’s Office invited Santa to
stop by and visit with children Dec. 23 before his busy night of delivering packages. Santa had a little help getting the gifts from the Red
Sleighs Over Montana program to Shelby and Cut Bank when weather
grounded the pilots on Dec. 20 and Dec. 21.

Mariah Omeasoo:

‘You have to remember where you come from
and know that there are lots of opportunities’
By UM NEWS SERVICE
For the Glacier Reporter
––––––––––––––––––––––––

A

t first meeting, Mariah
Omeasoo, a
University of

Montana senior, might seem
like a normal college student trying to get through
finals week. And for the
most part, she is.
But when she’s asked to
reflect on her UM experi-

ence during the last four
years, that’s when the tears
come.
“It was really hard,”
Omeasoo said.
She apologizes, takes a
minute, wipes her cheek

UM photo by Andy Kemmis

Senior Mariah Omeasoo graduated from the University of Montana’s College of Business
and the Davidson Honors College on Saturday, Dec. 18. Mariah, who is from Browning, is
the third member of her family to graduate from UM.

with the sleeve of her
sweatshirt and adjusts
her posture.
“I always tell myself,
I’m just a kid from the
rez,” she said. “And I’ve
been thinking a lot about
how I got here. I really
didn’t think I would graduate.”
But the marketing
and business major recently graduated from
UM’s Davidson Honors
College and the College of
Business.
Quiet and unassuming, Omeasoo is from
Browning and the
Blackfeet Nation. She’s
the third person in her
family to graduate from
UM, following two older brothers, Vince and
Marcus Omeasoo.
“Missoula was always
a second home for me,
so it made sense for me
come here,” she said. “My
brothers both majored
in business, and I guess I
always sort of knew that
was my path.”
Her journey to UM
began at Browning High
School, where academics
came easily to her. Her
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Glacier County officials
will be back in the courtroom
on Jan. 6 to continue the
hearing on Glacier County’s
motion to spend a portion
of the money being held in
the Protested Tax Fund. The
time allotted for the hearing
on Dec. 16 limited the hearing to opening comments by
both sides and the testimony
of one witness.
District Judge Kaydee
Snipes Ruiz continued the
hearing to Jan. 6, starting
at 8:30 a.m. Plaintiffs in the
case, which was filed in
2017, are Jeff Gottlob, Elaine
Mitchell, James Childress,
et al with the defendants
listed as Michael DesRosier,
Ron Rides At The Door,
Tom McKay, John Overcast,
Galen Galbreath, Don Wilson
and Glacier County.
At the Dec. 16 hearing,
Glacier County Attorney
Terryl Matt, Glacier County
Commission Chair Mary Jo
Bremner and Special Counsel
Kirk Evenson appeared in
person before Judge Ruiz
in the Hill County District
Court.
Commissioners
Michael
DesRosier
and
John
Overcast
attended
the hearing via Zoom from
the Glacier County District
Court. Great Falls attorney Lawrence Anderson
and Elaine Mitchell also
appeared in person before
Judge Ruiz. Members of the
public were in attendance in
both courtrooms.
During the two hour hearing, Matt argued Glacier
County officials should be
allowed to spend a portion
of the $2.4 million in protested taxes currently being
held. The amount, $223,184,
was determined by Chief
Financial
Officer
(CFO)
Chancy Kittson.
Anderson
pointed
to
Glacier County’s audit “deficiencies” and “material
weaknesses” as well as “misstated” financial statements
and the repeated overspending of funds among the reasons for questioning the
county’s “methodology” for
determining the amount “excess” amount of protested
taxes they should be allowed
to spend at this time.
“Each audit says the county is not able to reconcile
cash in the protested tax
fund…how can you deal with
a motion to spend what is in
the fund?” asked Anderson.
Matt countered the auditors pointed to a discrepancy in the protested tax fund
“that has to be accounted
for and the county has done
that.”
CFO Kittson was the first
and only witness called by
Matt during the Dec. 16 hearing. Kittson explained the
process he used to determine
the “discrepancy” in the protested tax fund, which Matt
said was $223,184 and Kittson
agreed.
Ed Street, a certified public
accountant in Albuquerque,
New Mexico, was hired by
Glacier County and “verified” Kittson’s findings.
On his cross-examination
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Glacier
County
Chief
Financial Officer Chancy
Kittson was the only witness
to testify at the Dec. 16 hearing. Due to time constraints,
the hearing recessed until
Thursday, Jan. 6 and will resume at 8:30 a.m.
of Kittson, Anderson introduced Glacier County’s
audits dating back several
years, highlighting many of
the findings by the auditors,
including those related to the
protested tax fund and violations of state law.
Anderson also challenged
Kittson’s methodology for
determining the “discrepancy” amount in the fund. At
one point Kittson responded,
“I guess at this point, reading it, it doesn’t make a lot of
sense…”
Anderson asked Kittson if
Street was asked to reconcile
the county’s protested tax
fund or evaluate Kittson’s
calculations,
to
which
Kittson responded, “No.”
Anderson pointed out that
Mitchell, one of the named
plaintiffs in the tax protest
case, was not listed on the
county’s report prepared
by Kittson. Mitchell originally protested the second
half of her 2014 taxes in May
2015 and then filed her first
lawsuit against the county
within 90 days as required by
state law.
Anderson asked Kittson
if anyone “double checked”
the information on protested
tax reports and the completed spreadsheets. Not that
he was aware of, responded
Kittson.
Anderson cited other discrepancies where taxpayers
who paid taxes under protest
were not listed in Kittson’s
report, concluding to the
Court the system used by
county officials was flawed.
With several witnesses left
to testify from both sides,
Judge Ruiz set the continuation date for the hearing on
Jan. 6, beginning at 8:30 a.m.
Due to a conflict with
scheduling, attorneys from
both sides agreed to split the
cost of hiring a court reporter for the hearing.
The public may attend
the hearing in person in
Hill County District Court,
Glacier County District, or
via Zoom. Those attending
via Zoom are reminded to
mute their microphones. The
Zoom connection was not
available at press time.

