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Despite a somewhat hazy history, there is absolutely no 
question that the Zeppole (ZAY-poe-lay) Italian pastry is 
beyond popular in Rhode Island, with local bakeries 
churning out tens of thousands last Wednesday in prepara-
tion for St. Joseph’s Day.

Accounts differ on how the pastry became associated 
with that holy feast day, as do accounts about the evolution 
of the pastry itself.  But here in Rhode Island, the zeppole 
takes the form of a frilly round pastry bursting with rich 
custard filling, wreathed in whipped cream and topped 
with a maraschino cherry.

And although March 19 (St. Joseph’s Day) is the ‘offi-
cial’ day to partake in the confection, most Italian bakeries 
across the state sell them from late January through Easter 
– and a few make them available all year long. Last week 
we visited popular pastry shops in Warwick, Cranston and 
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Johnston, where it was a veritable frenzy of zeppole-
making.

At the Original Italian Bakery in Johnston, it seemed 
that there were zeppole, or parts of zeppole, everywhere. 
There were huge wooden bakery tables lined with split 
zeppole shells waiting for their fillings, buckets of cooked 
custard filling in the refrigerators and a huge mixer churn-
ing out homemade whipped cream.

“By the time we’re done with zeppole season, we don’t 
want to want to eat them,” said one employee, noting that 
the desire to indulge in the sought-after sweet goes away 
relatively quickly when you are surrounded by them day 
after day.

Donald DePetrillo, owner of the Original Italian Bakery, 
can make them in his sleep – something he gets very little 
of. He typically sells zeppole from around the time of the 

Super Bowl until Easter Sunday and estimates that the 
total tally for the season is around 66,000. He already had 
countless orders for this week and said that it’s not un-
usual to sell 8,000 zeppole on St. Joseph’s Day alone.

A baker and bakery owner for 58 years, DePetrillo, says 
he typically starts work around 11:30 pm and stays until 
about 2 pm.  Like other bakeries, his busy store on Atwood 
Avenue near the Cranston line, has gotten creative with the 
zeppole fillings and now sells more than just the tradi-
tional ones filled with a sweet, cooked yellow custard.

The newer, non-traditional fillings – all of which are 
popular – include chocolate, pistachio, ricotta cheese, and 
a raspberry spread combined with whipped cream.  There 
is nothing modest about the zeppole.  They are bursting 
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Two months of Trump administration attacks on federal 
funding of social-service programs and services have left a 
local provider of help to low-income families fearing the 
worst.

 HeadStart is a federally funded program that provides 
early-childhood education and support services to low-in-
come families and their children to promote overall devel-
opment and preparation to succeed in school.

 Stacy Del Vicario, the agency’s vice president of child 
development, oversees HeadStart at Comprehensive Com-
munity Action Program. She says there is concern over 
potential cuts to the programs CCAP offers – programs 
like the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (for-
merly known as Food Stamps), which in turn would affect 
HeadStart.

 “One of the ways that you can get into HeadStart with-
out having to go through proving income and all of that is 
by having SNAP,” Del Vicario said. “So right now with the 
proposal of potentially cutting – I want to say I think it's 
around 25% – but with cuts to SNAP, that's thousands of 
people just in Rhode Island that would lose their SNAP, 
which means that they're not automatically eligible for our 
program now.”

 Del Vicario said that if these cuts continue, people will 
have to begin choosing between putting food on the table 
versus paying the rent that month.

 Del Vicario also noted that Project 2025, the political 
initiative to reshape the federal government in favor of 
right-wing policies, proposed getting rid of HeadStart alto-
gether.

 Asked about the impact if HeadStart went away, Del 
Vicario said this would affect the families in Cranston and 

������������������������
����������
�������������

���
��������
������������������������	�������

	���
�	���	
�������
���������������������������������������
����������������	����������������	

�������������������
��������������������������
�������������������

statewide the most, families who need the support and 
whose children deserve high-quality education.

 “…The cost of childcare is very high and not always 
possible for families to pay,” Del Vicario said. “The whole 
idea of HeadStart is that you get a head start going into 
public school for kindergarten … So, if we're not here, if 
there's no HeadStart, then children that might not have the 
access to preschool … they're going to go into kindergar-
ten at a disadvantage.”
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Peter Neronha had a story as soon as he learned that 
former U.S. Rep. David Cicilline, who is now president of 
the Rhode Island Foundation, would be addressing the 
Warwick Rotary Club.

Both were young prosecutors and both have a habit of 
speaking faster and faster when they home in on their final 
arguments. It was too much for the court stenographer, 
who stopped them – breaking their train of thought – and 
told them to slow down.

Nobody told Neronha, now the Rhode Island Attorney 
General, to slow down last Thursday as he addressed the 
service club. He was on a roll and lingered to chat well 
beyond the end of the meeting at the Crowne Plaza.

Only hours before, his office had issued a release that the 
state had joined a coalition of 20 states in suing the Trump 
administration to stop the dismantling of the Department 
of Education.

But he started with his management of the Office of the 
Attorney General following his election in 2018, went on 
outline the changes he has made, answered “maybe” when 
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SIMPLE ASSAULT
On March 17 at 10:09 

a.m., officers arrested Eric 
Clarke, 41, of 334 Garden 
City Drive, on one count 
each of Simple Assault and 
Resisting Legal or Illegal Ar-
rest. The arrest was the result 
of a call for service at 1282 
Elmwood Ave. (Mobil). 
Clarke was given a release to 
appear.

DOMESTIC SIMPLE AS-
SAULT

On March 16 at 3:49 p.m., 
officers arrested Tiffany De-
cambra, 28, of 297 Bayview 
Ave., on a charge of Domes-
tic Simple Assault. The ar-
rest was the result of a dis-
turbance at the aforemen-
tioned address. Decambra 
was arraigned and released.

 RESISTING ARREST
On March 16 at 9:45 a.m., 

an officer arrested Justin Jer-
ell Reid, 33, of 105 Ginger 
St. Warwick on charges of 
Weapons other than Fire-
arms Prohibited, Obstructing 
an Officer in Execution of 
Duty and Resisting Legal or 
Illegal Arrest. The arrest was 
the result of a suspicious mo-
tor vehicle in the area of 777 
Cranston St. (Season’s Cor-
ner Market). Reid was ar-
raigned by a Justice of the 
Peace.

ARREST & AFFIDAVIT 
WARRANT

On March 16 at 11:44 
a.m., officer(s) arrested 
Shain Wallace, 23, of 15 
Netop Dr. Providence, on an 
arrest and affidavit warrant 
out of Providence. The arrest 
was the result of a call for 
service at 1059 Park Ave. 
(T’s Restaurant). Wallace 
was transferred to Provi-
dence PD.

SHOPLIFTING/FELONY
On March 15 at 4:01 p.m., 

officer(s) arrested Wendy 
Dabreu, 50, of 56 Ocean St. 
Providence, on a charge of 
Shoplifting/Felony and an 
arrest and affidavit warrant 
out of Warwick PD. The ar-
rest was the result of a call 
for service at 275 Warwick 
Ave. (Stop & Shop). Dabreu 
was arraigned and taken to 
ACI Women’s Intake as a 
probation violator.

SHOPLIFTING/FELONY
On March 15 at 5:14 p.m., 

officer(s) arrested Sophia 
Hawkins, 40, of 175 Tidewa-
ter Dr. Warwick, on charges 
of Shoplifting/Felony and 
Habitual Offender. The ar-
rest was the result of a call 
for service at 142 Hillside 
Road. (Sephora). Hawkins 
was arraigned.

DOMESTIC DISORDER-
LY CONDUCT

On March 15 at 7:26 p.m., 
officer(s) arrested Kaley 
O’Neil, 32, of 1586 Elm-
wood Ave., on a charge of 
Domestic Disorderly Con-
duct. The arrest was the re-
sult of a call for service at the 
aforementioned address. 
O’Neil was arraigned.

ARREST & AFFIDAVIT 
WARRANT

On March 15 at 8:39 a.m., 
officer(s) apprehended Jo-
von Byrd, 32, of 206 Mas-
sachusetts Ave., Providence, 
on an arrest and affidavit 
warrant out of Central Falls. 
The arrest was the result of a 
motor-vehicle stop at the in-
tersection of Cranston St. 
and Washington Ave. Byrd 

was transferred to Central 
Falls PD.

SHOPLIFTING/FELONY
On March 15 at 8:34 a.m., 

officers arrested Jose Alicea, 
39, of 9 Highland Park Ave., 
Boston, on a charge of Shop-
lifting/Felony. The arrest 
was the result of a call for 
service at 204 Garfield Ave. 
(Stop & Shop). Alicea was 
arraigned and taken to ACI 
Intake as a probation viola-
tor.

SHOPLIFTING
On March 14 at 3:07 p.m., 

officers arrested Isatou Gaye, 

26, of 314 Lowell Ave. Apt # 
4 Providence, on charges of 
Shoplifting and Resisting 
Legal or Illegal Arrest. The 
arrest was the result of a call 
for service at 200 Atwood 
Ave. (Stop & Shop) Gaye 
was arraigned and released.

DOMESTIC DISORDER-
LY CONDUCT

On March 14 at 3:58 p.m., 
officers arrested Gia Vec-
chio, 19, of 777 Cranston St., 
for Domestic Disorderly 
Conduct and Reckless Driv-
ing, Drag Racing and Elud-
ing Police, First Offense. 
The arrest was the result of a 
call for service on Glenmere 
Drive. Vecchio was ar-
raigned and released.

Licensed and 
Insured 
Arborist

Specializing 
in Climbing

A Care Tree Service

401-932-3541

Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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ANSWER TO THIS 
WEEK’S PUZZLE:

Cranston 
Herald

smithreglazing.comsmithreglazing.com
LSmith@smithreglazing.comLSmith@smithreglazing.com

Licensed and Insured #45582

Proceeds from the raffle to benefit local non profit organizations 

Raffle run by the Rotary Club of Warwick. Drawing to be held May 15, 2025.
Winner has option of cash, full details on the ticket

Must be 18 years of age to participate. Odds of winning are 1 in 3000

TICKETS:
$50 EACH OR 3 FOR $100

AVAILABLE AT 
GREENWOOD CREDIT UNION,  2669 POST RD, WARWICK, 

BEACON MEDIA, 1944 WARWICK AVE , WARWICK
and FROM MEMBERS OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF WARWICK

Vehicle courtesy of Hurd Auto Mall, Johnston

Enter for a chance
 to win a new

2025 Chevy Trax 1RS

Drawing will be May 15 at the Crowne Plaza
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More than 200 people from numerous groups picketed 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement offices on 
Jefferson Boulevard Sunday afternoon.

They came together to protest the detention of Mah-
moud Khalil, who was involved in pro-Palestinian demon-
strations on Columbia University’s campus and is a per-
manent resident of the United States. He has not been 
charged with a crime.

But then there was all the more reason to picket with the 
deportation of Dr. Rasha Alawieh, who has been working 
for Brown Medicine in the Division of Kidney Disease & 
Hypertension on an H-1B visa – and the arrest by ICE of 
Fabian Schmidt, a German national with a green card who, 
according to NBC News, is being held at the Donald W. 
Wyatt Detention Facility in Central Falls.

“There was a lot of energy, a lot of honking,” The Rev. 
E. Jarrett Kerbel, an Episcopal priest and organizer of the 
protest, said Monday. Kerbel said the picketing was or-
derly and that Warwick police sent two cruisers. Kerbel 
was at a loss to name all the churches and organizations 
protesting.

Initially the picketing was in support of Khalil, but as 
the cases of Dr. Alawieh and Schmidt became known, they 
were added to the cause. On Sunday, the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), the nation’s largest 
Muslim civil rights and advocacy organization, called on 
the Trump administration to immediately readmit Dr. Ala-
wieh, who traveled to Lebanon to visit family and was 
then prevented by U.S. Customs officials from reentering 
the United States.

“Deporting lawful immigrants like Dr. Alawieh without 
any basis undermines the rule of law and reinforces suspi-
cion that our immigration system is turning into an anti-
Muslim, white-supremacist institution that seeks to expel 
and turn away as many Muslims and people of color as 

possible,” CAIR wrote in a release.
The explanation on Monday from Department of Home-

land Security spokeswoman Tricia McLaughlin, according 
to news reports including the New York Times:  “Last 
month, Rasha Alawieh traveled to Beirut, Lebanon, to at-
tend the funeral of Hassan Nasrallah – a brutal terrorist 
who led Hezbollah, responsible for killing hundreds of 
Americans over a four-decade terror spree. Alawieh open-
ly admitted to this to [Customs Border Protection] offi-
cers, as well as her support of Nasrallah. A visa is a privi-
lege not a right – glorifying and supporting terrorists who 
kill Americans is grounds for visa issuance to be denied. 
This is commonsense security.”

Kerbel, who is serving as an interim pastor for a local 
church, said “ICE is showing up at Kent County Court 
looking for people.” He said no one came out of the ICE 
office on Jefferson Boulevard and he suspected no one 
was there.

According to NBC, Astrid Senior, Schmidt’s mother, 
said she and her son moved to the United States from Ger-
many in 2007 and received green cards in 2008. He lives 
in New Hampshire and renewed his permanent legal resi-
dent status last year.

Senior told NBC she has no idea why her son is being 
detained by U.S. immigration officials. She said her son, 
who once lived in California, faced misdemeanor charges 
roughly a decade ago. He has no active legal or court is-
sues, she said. 

News of Schmidt’s arrest and detention was first re-
ported by WGBH, a Boston area Public Broadcasting 
Service television station.

“We are all waiting to see if the administration is going 
to follow court orders,” said Kerbel. He also said he and 
others troubled by Trump’s actions are looking for leader-
ship. He observed that fear over the loss of rights has 
brought together diverse groups that normally would not 
join forces.

“They face a common threat and band together,” he said.
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C U S T O M
CARPENTRY

by Gary Smith

No Job Too Small
40 Years Experience

401.644.9495
customcarpentrygs@hotmail.com
634 Margaret Henry Rd., Sterling, CT

Lic. & Insured #38201

Monsignor DeAngelis Manor
is now

ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS FOR

TWO BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS

Msgr. DeAngelis Manor, is located on 
Wakefield Street in West Warwick, centrally 
located on the bus route and nearby stores. 

Financed by the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development for the elderly and 

disabled 62 years old and over.

Please enquire now at
RHM Management Co.

401-828-8040

We've reduced tuition by 47% 
across our skilled trades degrees!

Apply today at neit.edu/trades

Employer 
Driven 

Education

The Rhode Island 
Philatelic Society

The Oldest Philatelic Society in the United States
– presents –

Stampshow 2025
Rhode Island’s Largest Annual 

Postage Stamp Exhibition and Bourse

• Free Admission • Free Parking
• Handicap Accessible
• Many Stamp Dealers
• Special Show Cachet 

• Door Prizes • Free Appraisals
• Kids Area with Free Stamps!

Saturday
March 22, 2025

9am – 3pm
Pilgrim Lutheran Church
1817 Warwick Ave. • Warwick, RI
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Nearly 8,000 residential construction workers from 
across the region are expected to attend the JLC Live con-
ference March 27-29 at the Rhode Island Convention 
Center. Kristen Adamo has had the event in her sights for 
months, lining up volunteers to help the visitors navigate 
Rhode Island, finding hotel rooms and arranging for trans-
portation.

Adamo is executive director of the Providence Warwick 

Convention & Visitors Bureau, and the JLC Live confer-
ence is one of many events she and her team book, plan 
and coordinate. On top of that over the next three to four 
weeks, the state will host the Division 3 college wrestling 
championships and March Madness. There are many more 
events the bureau’s staff of 30 have brought to the state or 
assisted local groups to coordinate from the Great Car 
Race involving 150 pre-1974 cars that started on June 15, 

2022, from Rocky Point Park to Fargo, North Dakota to 
the collectors of paperweights show and convention that 
filled the Crowne Plaza.

And with seven FIFA World Cup games possible in Fox-
boro next year, PWCVB’s world just gets bigger.

Adamo said bookings for regional sporting events are 
large, and so are higher-education and medical confer-
ences. She is keeping a close eye on how cuts in govern-
ment agencies and grants under the Trump administration 
will impact the hospitality business. Already a conference 
focused on wind power has been canceled.

Last year the PWCVB booked 270 events that will result 
in the estimated direct spending of $100 million in the 
state. Events are measured in booked hotel nights with 
2,000 nights over three days considered big.  

World Cup
Adamo told the Rotary Club of Warwick on Thursday 

that the bureau is working with Massachusetts to host 
seven FIFA World Cup 2026 games at Boston Stadium. 
The 2026 World Cup games are being held in this country, 
Mexico and Canada starting June 11 and culminating July 
19.

Yes, you read that correctly, “Boston Stadium.”
In order to host those games to be played between June 

26 and July 4, 2026, FIFA requested Gillette Stadium be 
named Boston Stadium for the period, so it’s Boston.

“That’s like seven Super Bowls. That’s going to be cra-
zy,” said Adamo. She believes one of the semi-final games 
will be played in Rhode Island. She also anticipates War-
wick hotels will be packed, that there will be a surge in 
airline passengers at Green Airport, and there will be an 
increased demand for train service to the stadium.

Consistently, Warwick hotels have recorded good occu-
pancy and average daily rates. Adamo attributes that to 
rates and to the fact that Warwick hotels welcome families 
with savings for groups participating in regional sporting 
events.

In the 12 months that ended in January, the occupancy 
rate of the city’s 18 hotels was 68.8% – growth of 4.3% 
year-over-year.

The average daily rate for the period was $129, a 2.5% 
increase for the year. Revenue for the year was $69.8 mil-
lion, an increase of 5.3%.

“So, Warwick is pretty strong,” Adamo writes in an 
email.

“Our organization currently has 69 events on the books 
that are using at least one Warwick hotel between now and 
April of 2027, which is the furthest out we go for War-
wick. This equals 18,264 total rooms. Lastly, these War-
wick hotels are part of the 69 events that will be bringing 
in 180,940 attendees with a total direct spend of $43.7 
million.
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Seventy-eight percent of Rhode Is-
landers say their communities do not 
have enough homes that average peo-
ple can afford, according to a recent 
poll by advocacy group Neighbors 
Welcome Rhode Island.

 The organization held a press con-
ference Tuesday to present survey re-
sults on housing polices and strategies 
to get more homes built.

 The survey found Rhode Islanders 
support the policy changes that Neigh-
bors Welcome RI has been advocating 
for, says the part-time organizer of the 
group, John Flaherty.

 Neighbors Welcome RI is a grass-
roots network of neighbors calling for 
more home construction to remedy the 
state’s housing shortage. It is part of a 
national network known as Welcom-
ing Neighbors Network (WNN).

 Flaherty said Neighbors Welcome 
RI is focused on advocating for poli-
cies that will produce more homes of 
all types, and on establishing pro-
housing organizations at the local lev-
el.  

He points out that when housing 
developments are proposed in com-
munities, reaction tends to come only 
from residents who are against them.

 Neighbors Welcome RI supports 
mixed-use zoning, a way of encourag-
ing commercial and residential uses 
together. According to Flaherty, on 
Thursday, a new bill requiring munici-
palities to designate a portion of com-
mercial land to accommodate mixed 
uses will be heard.

 "We support it because it is a com-
mon-sense way to allow for private 
investment in so many Main Street-
type districts across the state that need 
investments and that local zoning 
doesn't allow for," Flaherty said.  

 Neighbor Welcome RI was launched 
two years ago by a group concerned 
about the housing crisis in their com-
munities who came together to work 
on it, says Vice President Kristina 
Brown.

 The organization has a volunteer 
board of four directors, including 
Brown. She says their focus is for 
Rhode Islanders to have access to 
housing across their lifespan.

 She says the lack of housing for 
ntire lifespans – from rental units to 
starter homes to homes for seniors – is 
because of the low vacancy rate and 

lack of supply in the state.
 According to Brown, the policies 

Neighbor Welcome RI focuses on sup-
port the construction of new housing 
and for commercial zones to accom-
modate housing.

 “We just want to make sure that 
people who want to live here can live 
here or [who want to] stay in the state, 
can stay here,” Brown said.

 Brown lives in Cranston and serves 
on the Cranston Housing Commis-
sion. She says the city is one of the 
areas that needs to be considering 
growth in housing.

 Brown recalls looking for a new 
home. After being a tenant for a long 
time, she said, there weren’t a lot of 
choices.

 It took her three years to find a 
house, and during that time she was 
putting bids in repeatedly – a symp-
tom of the lack of supply, she says.

 “People are bidding on the same 
houses, and bidding wars are causing 
the price of housing to increase,” 
Brown said. “Many households have 
to settle for a home that is more ex-
pensive and in worse condition.”

 Brown speaks from experience. She 
bought her home, built in the 1920s, at 
a high price from an older couple who 
had raised their kids there and were 
now moving to Virginia to downsize.

 She realized the house had not been 
updated for some time.

 “If we're not building enough new 
housing to ease the supply-and-de-
mand issue, the housing that exists, no 
matter how run-down it is, will con-
tinue to cost more, and cost more to 
maintain, which exacerbates the hous-
ing cost burden,” Brown said.

 Brown says the housing stock that 
is really needed is something she calls 
the “missing middle,” which refers to 
having a diverse range of housing 
types, such as duplexes, single-family 
and rental units, providing options to 
increase housing diversity and afford-

ability.
 Brown says that, according to data 

from the Housing Works RI 2024 fact 
book, households need an annual in-
come of $143,000 to own even “af-
fordable” houses in Cranston.

 According to the same fact book, 
the median household income in Cran-
ston in 2024 was about $83,000.

It [is] estimated that Rhode Island 
needs to build about 24,000 units to 
get to a healthy vacancy rate in the 
housing stock,” Brown said. “That’s 
the goal, to be able to have people 
moving throughout their lifespan into 
appropriate types of housing.”

As Neighbors Welcome RI contin-
ues to advocate for housing across the 
state, it is always looking for new 
members. With a database of more 
than several hundred people engaged 
in the work they do, they are looking 
to hold their first membership meeting 
on Wednesday, March 26.

 Flaherty says everyone is welcome 
and that the mission right now is to 
activate people to engage in their com-
munities.

 "There needs to be more voices 
advocating for the building of homes, 
because this is a problem that has been 
decades in the making,” Flaherty said. 
And while we won’t get out of it from 
the flip of a switch, I think the data 
shows that this has risen to a big prob-
lem for the average Rhode Islander. 
And we have to take that concern and 
put action behind it to address the 
problem."

 The survey, conducted by YouGov 
Blue, surveyed 602 registered voters 
in the state between Feb. 21 and 
March 5, with a margin of error of +/- 
4.8%. Neighbors Welcome RI says 
more than half of respondents (57%) 
identified housing costs as the most 
important issue facing the state today.  
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City of Cranston Notice of Public Hearing 
and Request for Public Comment

2025-2029 Consolidated Plan and 2025 Annual Action Plan
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program

 
The City of Cranston is convening a public hearing to review the draft 2025-2029 
Consolidated Plan and One-Year Annual Action Plan for the Program Year 2025. 
The City of Cranston is expecting to receive approximately $5 million over the 2025-
2029 Plan period, approximately $1 million annually. The Consolidated Plan and 
Annual Action Plan are required documents by the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD). These documents assist the city in identifying how it 
will invest CDBG funds in housing, homelessness services, economic development, 
public infrastructure, and community programs between July 1, 2025, to June 30, 
2029.
 
The primary purpose of these funds is to benefit low- and moderate-income persons. 
Through the allocation of these funds, the City of Cranston plans to support viable 
urban communities by meeting the following objectives: (1) provide safe and decent 
affordable housing; (2) create and maintain a suitable living environment; and (3) 
expand economic opportunities.
 
The City of Cranston is making available a draft of its 5-Year Consolidated Plan and 
Annual Action Plan for public review and comment during a 30-day public comment 
period from April 1, 2025, to May 3, 2025. These documents will be available for 
review starting on April 1, 2025 online at https://www.cranstonri.gov/departments/
community-development/. Additionally, a copy of each will be available for review at 
the Department of Community Development, 35 Sockanosset Cross Road, Unit #6, 
Cranston, Rhode Island 02910 between the hours of 8:30am to 4:30pm.
 
A public hearing will be held on Wednesday, April 9, 2025, at 6:00pm to provide 
an opportunity for the public to offer comments on the 5-Year Consolidated 
Plan and Annual Action Plan. The meeting will be held at the Cranston Senior 
Center, 1070 Cranston St., Cranston, RI 02910.
 
Residents of Cranston and all interested parties are urged to participate in this meet-
ing.  Written comments are also encouraged, and may be addressed, on or before 
May 3, 2025, to:
Ernest Tommasiello
Director of Community Development
City of Cranston
35 Sockanosset Cross Road, Unit #6
Cranston, RI 02920
etommasiello@cranstonri.org
 
The City of Cranston will consider all comments received, revise the Consolidated 
Plan and/or Annual Action Plan as appropriate, formally adopt each as official City 
documents, and post the final versions on its website. The Consolidated Plan and 
Annual Action Plan will be submittal to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment in May 2025.

Legal Notices
is more fully described for hearing 
March 27, 2025

GUERRERO LAZARO, ALEJANDRO 
A. ESTATE
 Petition for Administration; for 

hearing March 27, 2025

HJERPE, BRIDGET M. ESTATE
	 Administrator’s	 First	 and	 Final	

Account; for hearing March 27, 
2025

LUIS TOJ, LUISA PAULINA 
MARIANA RESIDENT MINOR
 Petition for Minor Guardianship; for 

hearing March 27, 2025

NEOU, ANGELINA RESIDENT 
WARD
 Petition for Guardianship; for 

hearing March 27, 2025

PIZZO, ANGELO ESTATE
 Petition for Probate of Will; for 

hearing March 27, 2025

PIZZO, ANN J. ESTATE
 Petition for Probate of Will; for 

hearing March 27, 2025

SMYTH, MICHAEL RESIDENT 
WARD
 Petition for Guardianship; for 

hearing March 27, 2025

TOBIAS, DEBORAH J. ESTATE
 Petition for Administration; for 

hearing March 27, 2025

AU, NHU Q. ESTATE
	 Niki	 Tu	 has	 qualified	 as	

Administratrix; creditors must 
file	 their	 claims	 in	 the	 office	 of	
the probate clerk within the time 
required by law beginning March 
13, 2025

BOUCHARD, CHARLES RESIDENT 
WARD
	 Andrew	 Hamil	 has	 qualified	 as	

Guardian of the Person Only

BUMP, RICHARD ESTATE
	 Kenneth	 G.	 Cote	 has	 qualified	 as	

Executor;	 creditors	 must	 file	 their	
claims	 in	 the	 office	 of	 the	 probate	
clerk within the time required by law 
beginning March 13, 2025

CEPHAS, JOLOMONDEN D. 
RESIDENT MINOR
	 Helena	T.	Horace	 has	 qualified	 as	

Guardian of the Person Only

DORVILIER, JOSHUA J.S. 
RESIDENT WARD
 Josue Dorvilier and Dieula G. 

Dorvilier	 have	 qualified	 as	 Co-
Guardians of the Person and 
Estate;	 creditors	 must	 file	 their	
claims	 in	 the	 office	 of	 the	 probate	
clerk within the time required by law 
beginning March 13, 2025

FAZZI, LYNNE E. ESTATE
	 Peter	 S.	 Allen	 has	 qualified	 as	

Executor;	 creditors	 must	 file	 their	
claims	 in	 the	 office	 of	 the	 probate	
clerk within the time required by law 
beginning March 13, 2025

GAUVIN, DANIEL JOSEPH ESTATE
	 Daniel	Martin	Gauvin	has	qualified	

as	Executor;	creditors	must	file	their	
claims	 in	 the	 office	 of	 the	 probate	
clerk within the time required by law 
beginning March 13, 2025

GRAY, JAMES J. ESTATE
 Lisa Ann Gray and Lori Ellen Laury 

have	 qualified	 as	 Co-Executrices;	
creditors	 must	 file	 their	 claims	 in	
the	office	of	the	probate	clerk	within	
the time required by law beginning 
March 13, 2025

HIGHAM, MARY ELIZABETH 
ESTATE
	 Melissa	H.	Polanco	has	qualified	as	

Executrix;	 creditors	 must	 file	 their	
claims	 in	 the	 office	 of	 the	 probate	
clerk within the time required by law 
beginning March 13, 2025

MCGLOIN, ROBERT ESTATE
 Kthleen G. Dimuro, Esq. and Msgr. 

Jeremiah J. McCarthy PhD have 
qualified	as	Co-Executors;	creditors	
must	 file	 their	 claims	 in	 the	 office	
of the probate clerk within the time 
required by law beginning March 
13, 2025

PARRILLO, GILBERT R. ESTATE
	 Steven	M.	Parrillo	has	qualified	as	

Executor;	 creditors	 must	 file	 their	
claims	 in	 the	 office	 of	 the	 probate	
clerk within the time required by law 
beginning March 13, 2025

RUSSOLINO, JR., ALEXANDER G. 
ESTATE
	 Joseph	Russolino	has	qualified	as	

Executor;	 creditors	 must	 file	 their	
claims	 in	 the	 office	 of	 the	 probate	
clerk within the time required by law 
beginning March 13, 2025

SAWTELLE, SUZANNE ESTATE
	 Amy	 Peters	 has	 qualified	 as	

Executrix;	 creditors	 must	 file	 their	
claims	 in	 the	 office	 of	 the	 probate	
clerk within the time required by law 
beginning March 13, 2025

THIBEAULT, RAYMOND ERNEST 
ESTATE
	 Robert	M.	Proulx,	Esq.	has	qualified	

as Administrator; creditors must 
file	 their	 claims	 in	 the	 office	 of	
the probate clerk within the time 
required by law beginning March 
13, 2025

Individuals requiring assistive lis-
tening devices are requested to 
contact the office of the city clerk 
at 46l-l000 ext 3l97 seventy-two 
(72) hours in advance of the hear-
ing date.

Tracy Nelson 
Clerk of the Probate Court 

3/13, 3/20/25

SAFETY SERVICES & 
LICENSES COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

 A Public Hearing will be held before 
the Safety Services & Licenses Com-
mittee on Monday, April 7, 2025, at 
6:00 p.m.. in the Cranston City Council 
Chambers, City Hall, 869 Park Ave-
nue, City Hall, Cranston, R.I.in accor-
dance with Title 5, Chapter 24 of the 
R.I. Gen. Laws, 1956, as amended for 
the purpose of considering the applica-
tion listed below. Remote participation 
is also available by using the logon in-
formation provided below as posted on 
the	 City’s	 website	 at	 www.cranstonri.
gov	and	the	Secretary	of	State’s	web-
site at www.sos.ri.gov. 

When: Apr 7, 2025 05:30 PM Eastern Time 
(US and Canada)
Topic:   Safety Services & Licenses Committee 

Join from PC, Mac, iPad, or Android:
https://zoom.us/j/94782936799?pwd=OozUnX
4xZbloJ0RLTiBid9KVtAKxDI.1
Passcode:320225

Phone one-tap:
+16469313860,,94782936799# US

Join via audio:
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
Webinar ID: 947 8293 6799

International numbers available: 
https://zoom.us/u/aKZ2Mmug1

Additional Hours
Victualing License

RB Donuts, Inc. 
d/b/a Honey Dew Donuts 

1334 Park Ave. 
Mon-Sun	5am-6pm

Kristen Haroian, Chair   
Safety Services & Licenses Committee

Tracy A. Nelson, CMC
City Clerk

Individuals requesting interpreter ser-
vices for the deaf or hard of hearing 
must	 notify	 the	 City	 Clerk’s	 Office	 at	
461-1000		ext.	3194	seventy-two	(72)	
hours in advance of the hearing date.”  

3/20, 3/27, 4/3/25

PROBATE COURT OF THE
CITY OF CRANSTON

NOTICE
Of	Matters	Pending	and	For	Hearing

In Said Court
On	the	dates	specified	in	notices	

below at
10 A.M. for hearing said matters

Cranston City Hall
869 Park Ave, Cranston, RI 02910

3rd	Floor,	Council	Chambers

CROWSHAW, JAMES T. ESTATE
 Petition for the Sale of Real 

Estate located at 89 Sheldon St., 
Cranston, RI; for purposes set forth, 
now	on	 file,	wherein	 said	 property	

CITY OF CRANSTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

“South Auburn-Replat Record Plat 
Lot Nos. 235-238”

Minor Subdivision with Zoning Relief
Unified Development Review

The Cranston City Plan Commission will meet to review 
the Preliminary Plan for a proposed Minor Subdivision – 
Preliminary Plan entitled “South Auburn-Replat Record 
Plat Lot Nos. 235-238”. This public hearing will be held on 
Tuesday, April 1, 2025, at 6:30 P.M., in the Main Auditorium 
of Cranston High School East, 899 Park Avenue, Cranston, 
Rhode Island. All are invited to attend this public hearing at 
which time plans will be presented for public comment and 
City Plan Commission consideration.

Zoom webinar information for remote participation:
https://zoom.us/j/98893795256?pwd=gJ8tT6aJwTEKIjX26T
KrJinknNNMm2.1 
Passcode: 735678
Or One tap mobile: +16465588656,,98893795256#
 US (New York)
Or Telephone: +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
Webinar ID: 988 9379 5256
International numbers available: https://zoom.us/u/ac3v4pFcJt 

The meeting of the City Plan Commission will be live streamed 
on the City’s YouTube channel. You will only be able to watch 
the proceedings on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@
cityofcranston

In accordance with the provisions of RIGL § 45-23-50.1 and 
§45-24-46.4 (Unified Development Plan Review), the City Plan 
Commission will consider and vote upon any requested zoning 
relief in lieu of the Zoning Bord of Review for subdivisions 
and land development projects.  The Proposal requires relief 
from provisions of the Zoning Ordinance including Chapter 
17.20.120 – Schedule of Intensity Regulation relating to 
minimum lot size and width requirements for street frontage.

The subject parcel is located at 14 Dale Avenue designated as 
Lot No. 1375 on Assessor’s Plat No. 5.  The owner is Amir 
Kattan and the applicant is Robert Moll. The existing four (4) 
record lots (3) contain 9,500 square feet.  The proposal is to 
create two lots of 4,750 +/-square feet. The parcel is zoned A-6 
Residential.  The project will be serviced by public water and 
sewer.  The proposed minor land development project is a use 
allowed by-right within the Cranston Zoning Code, subject to 
the zoning relief sought and is consistent with the goals and 
policies of the Cranston Comprehensive Plan.

A copy of the Site Plan is included in this notice. The full Site 
Plan, staff reports, and additional details on this application will 
be posted to the City’s website and can be found on the City 
Planning Department’s webpage at https://www.cranstonri.
com/departments/planning/. If you are unable to access the 
internet, you can contact the City Planning Department directly 
at 780-3136 for access to meeting materials. The application 
may be reviewed prior to the meeting in the City Planning 
Department, Room 309, Cranston City Hall, during regular 
office hours, 8:30 A.M. – 4:30 P.M., Monday through Friday.

Pursuant to the Cranston Subdivision and Land Development 
Regulations, the proposed plan may be revised by the City Plan 
Commission as a result of further study or because of views 
expressed at this meeting. Individuals requesting interpreter 
services for the hearing impaired should contact the Planning 
Department at 780-3136, seventy-two (72) hours prior to the 
meeting date.

Steven Frias Beth E. Ashman, MCP, AICP
President Acting Planning Director
3/20/25

March 20, Family Event: 
Routines! Routines! Rou-
tines! will be hosted by the 
OneCranston Health Equity 
Zone on Thursday at 5:30 
p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Pastore 
Center, 155 Gansett Ave. 
No registration required. 
For more info, contact Celia 
at cmhernandez@comcap.
org or 401-649-0878.
 
March 26, Lunch & 
Learn: the OneCranston 
Health Equity Zone will 
host on Thursday at 12 p.m. 
to 1 p.m. at 311 Doric Ave-
nue. Lunch will be provid-
ed. Bring a friend and re-
ceive a gift card. Virtual 
option available as well. For 
more info, contact Celia at 
cmhernandez@comcap.org 
or 401-649-0878.
 
March 27, TogetHER 
event for Women’s Histo-
ry Month, Garden City 
Center is celebrating Wom-
en’s History Month by spot-
lighting women-owned 
businesses and hosting the 
third annual TogetHER 
event at Legal Seafoods 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $25 and pro-
ceeds will be donated to the 
Sojourner House. You can 
find the tickets on Event-
brite named “TogetHER 
Women's Networking and 
Panel Event.”
 
March 27, Grandparents 
Focus Group will be hosted 
by the OneCranston Health 
Equity Zone on Thursday, at 
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Ar-
lington Elementary School, 
155 Princess Ave. Dinner 
will be served. For more 
info, contact Celia at cmher-
nandez@comcap.org or 
401-649-0878.
 
March 28, Emergency 
Preparedness 101: the state 
Department of Health will 
host a workshop at 10 a.m., 
on Friday to help you plan 
in case of an emergency. 
The workshop will be held 
at the Cranston Senior Cen-
ter. You will also receive a 

copy of “My Emergency 
Plan Workbook.   Space is 
limited please call 401-780-
6000 to register.
 
April 2, Deep Vein Throm-
bosis (DVT): the URI Phar-
macy Outreach Program 
will host a session Wednes-
day at 10 a.m. at the Crans-
ton Senior Center on the 
symptoms of DVT and pre-
vention treatments and how 
it is diagnosed.
 
April 3, VFW Post #183 
BINGO, Open to all. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. and bingo 
starts at 6:30 p.m. There is a 
$30 entry fee and cash priz-
es. Please email vfwpost-
183bingo@gmail.com with 
any questions.
 
April 4, Elder Protection, 
the Rhode Island Legal 
Services will host a presen-
tation Friday at 10 a.m., on 
the types and signs of abuse 
of adults 60 + and what you 
can do about it at the Crans-
ton Senior Center. Call 401-
780-6000 to register for this 
class.
 
April 12, Historic Hope 
Village will be presented by 
The Hope Historical Soci-
ety on Saturday 2 p.m. The 
meeting will be held at the 
Howland Barn, 35 Ryefield 
Rd. Exerts from RI PBS 
Special “Our Town” Scitu-
ate will be featured.
 
April 16, VFW Post #183 
BINGO, Open to all. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. and bingo 
starts at 6:30 p.m. There is a 
$30 entry fee and cash priz-
es. Please email vfwpost-
183bingo@gmail.com with 
any questions. 

Applications open for 
Cranston Hall of Fame, if 
you would like to honor a 
Cranston Alum, please click 
fill out the application on-
line on the cpsed.net web-
site. Contact csoccio@cox.
net for more information.
 
Wickford Art Festival 

Artist Applications Now 
Open North Kingstown, RI 
– The Wickford Art Associ-
ation (WAA) is excited to 
announce that artist applica-
tions for the 62nd annual 
Wickford Art Festival are 
now open. The outdoor art 
festival will take place on 
the weekend of July 12 & 
13, 2025. Now through 
March 15, artists are invited 
to submit their applications 
to be considered for partici-
pation in this event. Artists 
interested in applying can 
visit the official festival 
website at www.wickford-
art.org for more details. Ap-
plications will be reviewed 
by a jury panel, and selected 
artists will be notified in 
early April 2025.
 
Meals on Wheels of Rhode 
Island Call for Volunteers, 
to apply you can visit rime-
als.org/volunteer.
 
Every Monday through 
Friday, Virtual Dementia 
Caregiver Support Groups 
are specifically designed for 
people caring for loved ones 
with Alzheimer’s and other 
forms of dementia. Monday, 
3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.; Tues-
day, 3 p.m. to 4:30 p. m.; 
Wednesday, 5 p.m. to 6:30 
p. m.; Thursday and Friday, 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a. m. Infor-
mation and registration, call 
401-415-4664; or email to: 
info@HopeDementia.org. 
Follow us on Facebook @

HopeHealth.
 
Every Monday – The Gas-
pee Celtic Jam meets at the 
Pawtuxet Village Baptist 
Church, 2157 Broad St., ev-
ery Monday from 7 to 9 
p.m. All skill levels wel-
come. Visit www.gas-
peecelticjam.org for more 
info (including the current 
tune list/tune book) or to 
send us any questions. No 
specific Celtic music expe-
rience is required.
 
Every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday – Crans-
ton Senior Enrichment 
Center will be providing 
chair exercise classes from 
9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. This 
free exercise class can 
strengthen everything from 
the core muscles and the 
glutens to the lower and up-
per back, the legs, and the 
arms.  Come by and try it!
 
Every Monday through 
Thursday – Cranston Se-
nior Enrichment Center 
will be offering Tech-Help 
at 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Whether you are having 
computer questions or expe-
riencing issues with your 
phone, iPad etc.  Need help 
with your Portals or need to 
order Free Covid test kits?  
They can assist with that as 
well.  
 
Every Monday and Thurs-
day – Cranston Senior En-

richment Center will be 
offering sessions to man-
age concerns about falls. 
Beginning March 24 and 
ending April 17, the ses-
sions will run from 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. It will meet twice a 
week for four weeks. Upon 
successfully completion of 
the program each partici-
pant will receive a gift cer-
tificate. Space is limited. 
Call 401-780-6000.
 
Every Tuesday and Thurs-
day – Cranston Senior En-
richment Center will pro-
vide medication reviews 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Mary 
McKenna, our CVS phar-
macist, is available to re-
view and discuss your med-
ications with you. Don’t 
miss out on this free service 
available to you.  Stop by or 
call for an appointment 401- 
780-6210.
 
Every First and Third 
Monday Rhode Island Ac-
tive Toastmasters meets, 
serving both Rhode Island 
and Southern Massachu-
setts. Rhode Island Active 
Toastmasters holds its meet-
ings at New England Insti-
tute of Technology in East 
Greenwich, in Rm N214 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For 
more information, please 
contact us Rhode Island Ac-
tive Toastmasters.  All are 
welcome!
 
Every Tuesday, ASL Inter-
preted RI AA Meeting will 
be held at Phillips Memorial 
Baptist Church, 565 Pontiac 

Ave., from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
 
Every Tuesday – Cranston 
Senior Enrichment Center 
will offer computer assis-
tance at 9:45 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m.
 
Every Tuesday – Cranston 
Senior Enrichment Center 
will offer a balance, strength 
and flexibility class at 10:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. You will 
learn how to move the body 
in a healthy way to reduce 
pain and improve body 
awareness. Fee: $3.00 
Classes are with or without 
the use of a chair.
 
Every Tuesday – Cranston 
Senior Enrichment Center 
will offer an evidence-based 
workshop on “Tools for 
Healthy Living,” starting 
Mar. 4 at 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
and ending April 8. Class 
meets once a week for six 
weeks.  Space is limited.  To 
register call 401-780-6000. 
Facilitators: Marylou Pear-
son, RN & Jackie Rizzi
 
Every Second and Fourth 
Tuesday the Fall River 
Toastmasters Meeting, serv-
ing both Rhode Island and 
Southern Mass., the Fall 
River Toastmasters holds its 
meetings. Doors open at 6 
p.m. and meeting is from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Join us at 
The Chamber, 200 Pocasset 
St, Fall River, Massachu-
setts, second floor. For more 
information, call Sean 

Cranston Chatter

● CHATTER to page 6
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EVERYTHING YOU WANT. ALL IN ONE PLACE.

Awareness Code: 23705  ∙  Expires: April 13, 2025  ∙  Valid only at: Sharon Costco and Costco.com

*To receive a Digital Costco Shop Card, you must provide a valid email address and set up auto renewal of your Costco 
membership on a Visa® card at the time of sign-up. If you elect not to provide a valid email address and sign up for auto 
renewal, a Digital Costco Shop Card will not be emailed. Valid only for nonmembers for their first year of membership. Limit 
one per household. Nontransferable and may not be combined with any other promotion. New members will receive their 
Digital Costco Shop Card by email within 2 weeks of sign-up. Costco Shop Cards are not redeemable for cash, except as 
required by law. A Costco membership is $65 a year. An Executive Membership is an additional $65 upgrade fee a year. 
Each membership includes one free Household Card. May be subject to sales tax. Costco accepts all Visa cards, as well 
as cash, checks, debit/ATM cards, EBT and Costco Shop Cards. Departments and product selection may vary.

Join and enroll in auto 
renewal of your annual 
membership to receive:
A $40 Digital Costco Shop 
Card for new Executive 
Members. Or, a $20 Digital 
Costco Shop Card for 
new Gold Star or Business 
Members.* Expires April 13, 2025.

Special Offer
Join today!
160 Old Post Road
Sharon

For location details, visit 
Costco.com and search: 
Sharon Opening

Sharon
WE’RE OPEN IN

Three-Year Degrees
A Faster Path to Future Success

Johnson & Wales University now offers 
90-credit, in-person three-year bachelor’s 
degrees. These careerfocused programs 
provide a rigorous education in less time, 
allowing students to enter the workforce 
faster with less financial burden. 

CAREER 
OUTCOMES 

RATE

95%
More at 
jwu.edu/3year

Ave., from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Every Tuesday – Cranston 
Senior Enrichment Center 
will offer computer assis-
tance at 9:45 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m.

Every Tuesday – Cranston 
Senior Enrichment Center
will offer a balance, strength 
and flexibility class at 10:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. You will 
learn how to move the body 
in a healthy way to reduce 
pain and improve body 
awareness. Fee: $3.00 
Classes are with or without 
the use of a chair.

Every Tuesday – Cranston 
Senior Enrichment Center 
will offer an evidence-based 
workshop on “Tools for 
Healthy Living,” starting 
Mar. 4 at 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
and ending April 8. Class 
meets once a week for six 
weeks.  Space is limited.  To 
register call 401-780-6000. 
Facilitators: Marylou Pear-
son, RN & Jackie Rizzi

Every Second and Fourth 
Tuesday the Fall River 
Toastmasters Meeting, serv-
ing both Rhode Island and 
Southern Mass., the Fall 
River Toastmasters holds its 
meetings. Doors open at 6 
p.m. and meeting is from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Join us at 
The Chamber, 200 Pocasset 
St, Fall River, Massachu-
setts, second floor. For more 
information, call Sean 

Meet 
Sergeant 

Pickles
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Governor Dan McKee and First 
Lady Susan McKee arrived at 
Park Elementary School on Fri-
day to a crowd of excited sec-

ond- and third-graders ready to learn about 
eradicating litter.

The two read the brand-new Litter-Free 
Rhode Island Coloring Book, which was 
created to help teach children about why it 
is important to keep their communities 
clean.

The visit was part of the McKees’ Litter-
Free Rhode Island campaign, launched in 
2022.

Helping keep communities clean, Susan 
McKee said, is a big source of civic pride, 
and something that everyone, no matter 
what age, can be part of.

“We know that we live in a beautiful 
state, don’t we?” the first lady told the stu-
dents. “Rhode Island is a beautiful state. It 
has beautiful beaches, parks and neighbor-
hoods, and we want Rhode Island to be the 
most beautiful, the cleanest, the healthiest 
state in the whole country. We know that 
we can do that if we all work together.”

The book’s author, Jordan Brazeau, at-
tended Park and graduated from Pilgrim 
High School as its class president last year. 
He and the book’s illustrator, Margaret 
Price, had been working on the book as 
part of the Litter Free RI campaign after 
they pitched to the McKees the idea of a 
coloring book to get young people engaged 
in the Litter-Free Rhode Island campaign.

Park principal Dan Sylvestre said 
Brazeau’s work with the governor and first 
lady showed current students that they 
could go on to do great things. Brazeau 
said that he hoped he could at least inspire 
students and their families to be active in 

keeping their communities clean.
“This was designed to inspire young 

people like all of you – and me, I’m still 
young too,” Brazeau said, “to think about 
the impact of litter and take action in their 
own communities, which is key to main-
taining a healthy and sustainable commu-
nity. Each page tells a story of young lead-
ers in Rhode Island taking initiative.”

Price, who is studying political science 
and global studies at Providence College, 
said illustrating the book showed her how 
her different passions could intersect.

“Working on this coloring book reflected 
for me how politics, art and education can 
come together to protect our beautiful 
lands and waters,” Price said. “Participat-
ing in cleanups, learning about recycling 
and becoming more conscious about our 
intertwined relationships with the Earth 
starts with kids like you, so it’s important 
for all of us to get involved in caring for 
our state.”

The coloring pages within the book fol-
low a plot line of Jordan and his friends 
cleaning litter from a beach, with the shore 
cleaned up by the final pages.

The book also ended with some trivia 
questions about Rhode Island, which the 
governor asked the crowd after he was do-
ne reading.

The governor also gave Sylvestre a cer-
tificate of recognition on behalf of the 
whole school for their work helping in the 
Litter-Free Rhode Island program.

“You kids play such an important role in 
this,” Dan McKee said. “You’re going to 
be a big, big help and make our state really 
shine.”

After reading to the second- and third-
graders, the governor and first lady visited 
classrooms, helping kids color and signing 
their coloring books.
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Your Target Audience is reading...
Make sure they’ll be 
reading about YOU!

Call for information about
advertising on this page,

732-3100
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Convenient to US Hwy 6 and I-295 in Johnston, RI
54 Old Pocasset Road | briarclifferi.com

CALL 401.944.2450
TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR

THE PRESERVE AT BRIARCLIFFE
Supportive Independent and Assisted Living

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

Donna Zarrella
advertising director

DonnaZ@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

DaCosta at (508) 840-6621. 
All are welcome!
 
First Wednesday of every 
month, The Caregiver’s 
Support Group will hold 
its meetings at 2 p.m. at the 
Cranston Senior Center. It 
will encourage caregivers to 
care for themselves and pro-
vide productive strategies. 
The next meeting is on 
Wednesday April 2.  For 
more information call Jen-
nifer at 401-780-6254.
 
Every Wednesday and 
Friday – Cranston Senior 
Enrichment Center will be 
offering a balancing and 
strengthening exercise class 
called Tai Ji Quan Moving 
for Better Balance 

(TJQMBB). It will begin 
March 12 from 9 a.m. to 10 
a.m. and end Aug. 29. It is 
free. Prescreening is re-
quired. For more informa-
tion call Amy at 401-780-
6200.  
 
Every Thursday, Get-a-
Job-Thursdays – We 
Make RI, an organization 
that provides free manufac-
turing training, hosts a se-
ries of job fairs every Thurs-
day from 11 a.m. to noon, 
200 First Ave., For more 
information about this event 
or other training opportuni-
ties, visit www.wemakeri.
com/get-a-job-thursday or 
contact Mike at (401) 232-
0077 x109.
 
Every Thursday, BINGO, 
the Cranston Senior Cen-
ter will host bingo every 

Thursday from 1 p.m. to 
2:30 p.m. Snacks provided, 
and cash prizes will be 
available.

Exercise Classes at the 
Cranston Senior Center: 
you choose what works for 
you. Some include but are 
not limited to: Aerobics, 
Balance, Strength & Flexi-
bility Class Tai Chi, Zumba, 
Ballroom Dancing & Line 
Dancing Lessons. For more 
information call 780-6000.
 
PSA Free Gun Locks at 
Cranston and Warwick 
Public Libraries: Secure 
storage of weapons is now 
the law in Rhode Island. A 
Free Gun Lock and Secur-
ing Weapons Safely infor-
mation is now available at 
two locations: Cranston 
Central Library Reference 

Desk, 140 Sockanosset 
Cross Rd. Cranston, War-
wick Central Library Refer-
ence desk, 600 Sandy Lane, 
Warwick. Stop by for a free 
gun lock and literature on 
how to securely store weap-
ons. Doing so will save 
lives and make our commu-
nities safer. Residents from 
all RI communities are wel-
come. "This event is not 
endorsed by or affiliated 
with the Cranston Public Li-
brary."
 
Oaklawn Grange Used 
Clothing Donation Shed in 
need of used clothing items 
at the Oaklawn Grange Do-
nation Shed, 24 Searle Ave., 
Cranston. Accepted items 
only: Used Clothing, Shoes, 
Sneakers, Belts, Purses, 
Linens, Pillowcases, Blan-
kets, Curtains, and Stuffed 

Animals. All items must be 
in useable condition. Your 
donations will be distribut-
ed as whole garments local-
ly and worldwide. Contact 
oaklawngrangeinfo@gmail.
com for more information.
 
NAMI-RI Offers Family 
Support Groups; the RI 
chapter of the National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness of-
fers free support groups for 
families and friends of loved 
ones struggling with mental 
health. Groups are led by 
trained facilitators with ex-
perience with family mem-
bers. Meetings last 1.5 
hours, and everyone gets a 
chance to share. Group 
members offer help and re-
sources, when appropriate, 
based on their experiences. 
More information and full 
schedule can be found at 

namirhodeisland.org. or call 
401-331-3060. No pre-reg-
istration for these monthly 
groups is necessary.

Editor’s Note: To submit 
your news to The Chatter, 
send information and pho-
tos to rosegaliec@beacon-
mediari.com by Friday at 3 
p.m. to appear in the follow-
ing week’s edition. Items 
can include community and 
school event announce-
ments and calls for volun-
teers. Submissions may be 
edited for space and are not 
guaranteed to run. To guar-
antee space, please call 
(401)732-3100 and ask to 
place an advertisement. 
 

● CHATTER from page 4
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732-3234
FriendlySeptic.com

Spring is in
the air...

make sure your 
septic isn't on 

your lawn!

Spring
Cleaning!

We’ve
Got Your 
Back!
Call us to 
schedule your 
septic pump
out today!

septic

Irish Spirit 
Shines at 
Rhodes
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with their rich fillings and ringed with gen-
erous amounts of whipped cream.

Even the dough is rich.  It is typically an 
egg dough called pâte à choux, and is the 
same dough used for cream puffs and 
eclairs. It is a soft dough that is spooned 
into pastry bags and piped onto baking 
sheets with crimped tips to give the zep-
pole its characteristic frilly look.

At DeLuise Bakery on Oaklawn Avenue 
in Cranston, baker Joe Gardner says zep-
pole are not the most difficult pastry to 
make but require “a process” and are cer-
tainly labor intensive.  Most Italian baker-
ies in Rhode Island proudly point out that 
each zeppole is made by hand – from pip-
ing out the dough to filling and topping 
them.

Gardner noted that while frying the pas-
try is the traditional way to cook a zeppole 
shell, most are now baked, creating a 
slightly healthier version – if the word 
healthy can be applied to such a bodacious 
pastry.

He said that customers want them pretty 
much all year long, although the special 
filling flavors, such as Bailey’s Irish cream, 
are only available during prime zeppole 
season.

At Antonio’s Bakery on West Shore 
Road in Warwick, trays and trays of zep-
pole bursting with a variety of fillings lined 
the glass display cases.

“Thousands, we sell thousands a day at 
this time of year, said manager Shannon 
Monahan, as customers were ordering 

them by the boxful. Antonio’s has many of 
the varieties that other bakeries have but 
are also proud of their strawberries and 
cream zeppole creation.

If you like zeppole history, which is 
mostly anecdotal, the origin of the pastry is 
humble.  Some accounts say it started out 
as a friend pancake-like creation, ostensi-
bly because St. Joseph at one time sold 
pancakes to help support his family.  Oth-
ers say that its original form was nothing 
like its current, ruffled incarnation.  It was 
supposedly simple balls of fried dough 
dusted with powdered sugar and cinnamon.

Some accounts say that the simpler-
shaped zeppole of ancient times were 
meant to signify the carpentry tools of St. 
Joseph and the crumbs symbolized saw 
dust.   One of the few facts that many – but 
not all – accounts agree upon is that while 
the earliest forms of zeppole may date back 
thousands of years, they began to become 
popular in the 1800’s when Neapolitan 
baker Pasquale Pinaturo began selling 
them in the streets every March 19.

The zeppole’s current popularity is ap-
parently at its peak in southern Italy, Rhode 
Island, Boston and parts of other East 
Coast cities where there are sizeable popu-
lations of Italian Americans.

As fascinating as the history may be, 
sleep is more on the minds of area bakers 
who are surrounded by zeppole and lines of 
people who want to buy them.

“I’ve seen enough this year,” said Gini 
Nani at DeL–uise with a laugh.  “I don’t 
need to see any more for a while.” 
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The Cranston Herald encourages letters to the editor. It’s part of our mission to reflect a multitude of perspec-
tives on everything from community news to national politics. In the interest of including as many viewpoints 
as possible, we ask that you hold your letter to 250 words. We can accommodate a longer piece on a complex 
topic as an op-ed,  preferably with a local focus and a maximum of 750 words. With your letter or op-ed, we 
ask that you include a phone number (not for publication) where we can reach you to confirm authorship. We’d 
like to hear from you.

• WHERE TO WRITE:
publisher@beaconmediari.com
or…
The Cranston Herald
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889

What’s on your mind?C
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Sponsor the
Crossword Puzzle!

PLACE YOUR AD  HERE

Only $50.00/wk.
5.19” x 3” • 4 Week Minimum
(FREE Color If Available)

Call 401.732.3100

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Take heed
 5. One’s superior
 9. Prepped meat
 11. Tighten anew
	13.	Type	of	textile	fiber
 15. Animalistic
 16. When you hope to get 

somewhere
 17. Offender
 19. Former NYC mayor Ed
 21. Type of cryptocurrency
 22. Mauna __, Hawaiian 

volcano
	23.	Herring-like	fish
 25. Popular PBS program
	26.	Congressman	(abbr.)
	27.	Flightless	Australian	birds
 29. Defrosted
 31. Prior Yankee sensation 

Kevin
 33. Nasal mucus
 34. Some are southern
 36. A place to construct
	38.	Popular	beer	brand
 39. Shouts of farewell

 41. Network of nerves
 43. Make a mistake
 44. Showed old movie
 46. Body parts
 48. A divisor
 52. Congressional investigatory 

body
 53. Papers
 54. Most unnatural
 56. Judge the worth of 

something
 57. Makes sounds while 

sleeping
 58. Which
 59. Hungarian Violinist
 
 CLUES DOWN
 1. Pages
 2. Head pain
 3. A loud utterance
	4.	 Large	brown	seaweed
 5. Hulu’s chef Carmine
 6. Greek mountain
	7.	 Made	final
 8. Bar
	9.	 Tai	subgroup

 10. What you eat
 11. Teaches again
 12. Small constellation
	14.	Type	of	berry
 15. Cows fattened for meat
 18. A way to hoof it
 20. Exaggerated a role
	24.	About	two
 26. Long upholstered seat
 28. What employees earn
	30.	Fiber	from	a	coconut	husk
 32. Digits
	34.	Polish	by	rubbing
	35.	Liquid	body	substances
 37. Furniture with open shelves
	38.	Edible	part	of	a	chicken
 40. Satisfy
 42. Tool used to remove
 43. Icelandic poems
 45. Swiss village
 47. Drunks
 49. Evergreen plant genus
 50. Light precipitation
	51.	Ribosomal	ribonucleic	acid
	55.	An	informal	debt	

instrument

401-736-0600

Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week’s
Featured Business...
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By JOHN HOWELL
Warwick Beacon Editor

One hundred and four airport employees, 
members of Local 2873 of RI Council 94 
AFSCME, have a three year contract follow-
ing a tumulus eight months during which all 
but one union member rejected a contract 
giving them 3% raises for each of the next 
three years, took a vote of no confidence in 
Rhode Island Airport Corporation president 
and CEO Iftikhar Ahmad and saw their 
union president, Steve Parent, lose his job.

“I think it is a good package,” Parent said 
Wednesday afternoon. “There are no chang-
es to health care costs, and it should help 
with new hires.”

Under the agreement, Parent said, union 
employees will receive a 5% raise retroac-
tive to last July for the first year followed by 
a 4% raise as of this July and 3% in the third 
and final year. Members also will receive a 
$500 signing bonus under the agreement 
which was approved in executive session by 
the RIAC board on March 13.

Language changes that the union claimed 
would have given management the power to 
change job descriptions without workers be-
ing able to file grievances was the major 
stumbling block in the earlier contract offer. 
At that time, Parent said, “there is not a lot 
of trust in RIAC,” and that Ahmad would 
like to order anyone at any given time.”

As it turned out, Ahmad didn’t care for 
Parent’s performance.

Soon after Parent was reelected union 
president on Oct. 17, 2024, RIAC initiated 
the process to have him fired as lieutenant in 
the airport fire department, where he had 
worked since 2019. RIAC said he “know-
ingly and willfully engaged in efforts to 
sabotage airport operations” by discourag-
ing applicants from working at the airport. 
Parent contested his firing, which has not yet 
gone to arbitration.  Meanwhile, he is col-
lecting unemployment compensation.

In a call Friday, Parent said the union con-
sidered making his return to work part of the 
package, but at his urging it was not includ-
ed because he didn’t want the appearance of 
the deal hanging on that.

Parent said he is confident of winning his 
case on the merits, because “what they al-
lege never took place.”

In a statement released Thursday, Michael 
McDonald, President of Council 94, said 
“Council 94 hopes that the new spirit of col-
laboration between management and the 
union continues. We also hope that RIAC 
management will swiftly reinstate President 
Steve Parent’s employment.”

Iftikhar Ahmad, president and CEO of the 
Rhode Island Airport Corporation  had this 
to say in a release: "We are pleased this mat-
ter has been finalized and has resulted in a 
positive outcome for all parties. Both the 
union and management agreed to enter into 
mediation last month, which proved to be a 
highly successful vehicle for resolving our 
differences.”

Union president fired from 
airport job calls new pact ‘good’

Fitch Ratings upgraded 
the rating on approximately 
$54 million of outstanding 
airport revenue bonds issued 
by the Rhode Island Com-
merce Corporation from A- 
to A, with a rating outlook of 
‘stable’.

In announcing the up-
grade, Fitch cited several 
positive factors, including 
Rhode Island T. F. Green In-
ternational Airport’s (PVD) 
robust financial position, 
highlighted by reduced le-
verage, strong coverage lev-
els, and strong cash balanc-

es. The agency also noted 
that passenger levels have 
increased, with new airline 
services underway to boost 
enplanement growth and 
volumes.

“We are thankful for Fitch 
Ratings’ continued confir-
mation of our strong finan-
cial stability and growth,” 
said Iftikhar Ahmad, Presi-
dent and CEO of the Rhode 
Island Airport Corporation 
said in a statement. “RIAC’s 
‘A’ credit rating truly reflects 
the commitment of all who 
have worked so hard to help 

us become one of the best 
airports in the world and 
help boost our state’s avia-
tion-related economy.”

The recent credit upgrade 
marks the fourth time RIAC 
has received a revenue bond 
upgrade in two years. In De-
cember 2023, Fitch Ratings 
upgraded RIAC’s bond rat-
ing to ‘A-’ from ‘BBB+.’ 
Earlier in 2023, S&P Global 
upgraded RIAC’s long-term 
and special facility bond rat-
ings to ‘A’, according to the 
RIAC release.

Airport Corporation 
receives credit rating upgrade

As uncertainty surrounding federal funding and shifting federal policies grows, threaten-
ing the stability of nonprofits and the critical services they provide to hundreds of thousands 
of Rhode Islanders, United Way of R.I. is doubling-down on its support of local families 
and organizations.

“United Is The Way” will support efforts to provide needed resources to Rhode Islanders 
and to the community-based organizations serving them through this unpredictable time, 
focusing on three main areas.  United Way will expand supports for nonprofits through the 
Alliance for Nonprofit Impact, expand services for residents through 211 and community 
outreach, and expand grantmaking to local nonprofits that provide vital support to their 
communities.. 

 “It’s been dizzying to try and keep up with the barrage of funding and policy shifts com-
ing out of Washington, but one thing is certain – what’s being targeted would be devastating 
to nonprofits and to our families, friends, and neighbors,” said Cortney Nicolato, United 
Way’s president and CEO. “The current climate and what’s at risk requires that we be swift 
and decisive in our actions, and that’s what we’re doing. You cannot have strong families 
and strong communities without also having strong nonprofits.”

The launch of “United Is The Way” includes expanded services by the Alliance for Non-
profit Impact. Through its partnerships the Alliance will facilitate and fund legal supports 
to help organizations navigate the new regulatory environment, and will provide technical 
assistance to prepare nonprofits for increased federal scrutiny. The Alliance also will equip 
nonprofits with the resources, tools, and training to help them continue and sustain their 
vital work. 

Among the resources the Alliance will be offering are expanded access to professional 
experts in the areas of fund development and revenue generation, strategic planning, and 
financial management. The Alliance also will offer additional support for collaboration and 
innovation, discounted certification programs, and will be advocating for funding protec-
tions at the state level.

United Way is also moving to strengthen its 211 services. In anticipation of increased 
need among Rhode Islanders, the organization plans to add staff to accommodate an ex-
pected increase in call volume and referrals, and to expand its direct community outreach.

The United Way Board of Directors voted to allocate organizational funds to seed “Unit-
ed Is The Way” and its new grants, which will soon be made available via a request for 
proposal (RFP) process and awarded on a rolling basis. To expedite its investments in the 
community, United Way will be accelerating payments to its grant partners, providing them 
added flexibility to meet their immediate needs and those of their community.

 “This is a broad-based mobilization strategy to defend our community infrastructure 
from federal disruptions and do so with the heightened sense of urgency this moment de-
mands,” said Nicolato. “We need to ensure the preservation of vital services and empower 
the nonprofits that deliver them. This is not a time to sit idly-by. It’s time for the caring 
power of the community to shine through.”

United Way Increasing 
Nonprofit, Family Support
 Amid Federal Uncertainty

 
New Safety Net Grants Will be Made Available

St. Mary Academy-Bay View principal 
Dr. Marcela Rossi is proud to announce that 
173 students made the honor roll for the 
second quarter. This academic distinction 
recognizes the dedication of students in 
grades 6 through 12 who demonstrate ex-
ceptional performance in their studies.

Students who earn all As for the quarter 
grading period receive the distinction of 
highest honors. Students who achieve As 
and Bs for the quarter grading period are 
recognized with “honors.”

St Mary Academy-Bay View is proud of 
the academic excellence these young wom-

en have achieved.
Cranston

Highest Honors: Charlotte Mancini, Grade 
6; Honors: Abigail Matrullo, Grade 6, Ad-
dison (Addie) Haller, Grade 6, Adriana Pina, 
Grade 6, Amelia Saltzman, Grade 7, Cailey 
Zarcaro, Grade 12, Ella Izzo, Grade 10, 
Hayleigh Ranney, Grade 6, Ilsa (Hope) Carl-
son, Grade 8, Ireland McKenna, Grade 10, 
Mirna Mateo Ayala, Grade 10, Theodora 
Canty, Grade 8

Hope
Highest Honors: Ella Desrosiers, Grade 9; 

Honors: Ryan Miller, Grade 10

Bay View announces second quarter honors
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The Cranston Herald encourages letters to the editor. It’s part of our mission to reflect a multitude of perspec-
tives on everything from community news to national politics. In the interest of including as many viewpoints 
as possible, we ask that you hold your letter to 250 words. We can accommodate a longer piece on a complex 
topic as an op-ed,  preferably with a local focus and a maximum of 750 words. With your letter or op-ed, we 
ask that you include a phone number (not for publication) where we can reach you to confirm authorship. We’d 
like to hear from you.

• WHERE TO WRITE:
publisher@beaconmediari.com
or…
The Cranston Herald
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889

What’s on your mind?

Opinion
EDITORIAL

LETTERS

To the Editor,

The clock is ticking for Rhode Island. In February, the 
FDA cancelled its annual meeting to pick which flu strains 
should go into next winter’s flu shot.

The virus changes every year, so shots need updating, 
and vaccine manufacturers need six months to get them 
ready for the fall. As a result, we may not have a shot for 
the next flu season.

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services is 
also thinking about cancelling its contract with Moderna to 
develop a bird-flu vaccine, and considering RFK Jr.’s hos-
tility toward proven science, cancellation seems likely.

We already have bird-flu vaccines — Canada bought 
500,000 doses of GSK’s vaccine — but how we get shots 
for Rhode Island is unclear.

Bird flu is creeping up on us. It’s begun infecting hu-
mans here and there, and it kills 50% of the people who 
catch it. Being prepared with a vaccine is important.

So, with plan A — waiting for the federal government to 
act — falling apart, what would a plan B look like? Can the 
Rhode Island Department of Health work on getting us 
vaccines? It would be an unprecedented thing to ask for.

Or could we have a regional response with all six New 
England states and New York state working together? It’s 
still unprecedented, but sharing the work could make it 
more possible.

Our state officials are reeling from the chaos caused by 
federal agencies abruptly reversing course, and limiting 
the damage will require solutions that are innovative and 
new.

Everything needs to be done at once, but some things 
need to be started first. A flu pandemic has the potential to 
cause unimaginable mayhem and harm, and a plan to con-
tain it needs to be near the top of the list of things to do.

Wil Gregersen
Providence

We’re not ready for a 
bird-flu pandemic

The greatest obstacle to policymakers enacting a modest 
personal income surtax on Rhode Island’s highest earners, 
those in the top one percent, is the fear that any such mea-
sure will trigger their mass exodus and harm the economy. 
Well, as the recent policy brief published by my organiza-
tion, the Economic Progress Institute, makes clear, policy-
makers on Smith Hill can let go of this fear, because there 
has simply never been in any state such a mass exodus in 
reaction to tax policy.

The data show that annual interstate migration rates 
never exceed the low single digits, regardless of top tax 
rates and changes in those rates. The data show that migra-
tion patterns are similar across New England, despite dif-
ferences in rates and approaches to taxation.

Most people move for job and family reasons, and there 
is no good evidence showing that anyone, even the highest 
earners, are moving only or primarily over tax rates. In-
deed, across the country, the highest earners, including 
millionaires, are less likely to move than those with the 
lowest incomes. Those with high incomes, especially 
those with businesses, tend to be very grounded in their 
professional, business, and social networks, and so are less 
likely to uproot themselves and their families over chang-
es in top marginal tax rates.

When people do move from state to state, many move 
from higher-tax states to other higher-tax states. And while 
it is true there is movement, especially among retirees, to 
warmer states in the south, many people make the reverse 
trip, offsetting some of the population loss. For the last six 
years, tax filers with income of $200,000 and above have 
moved into Rhode Island at a higher rate than they’ve 
moved out.

People warned that the Massachusetts Fair Share 
Amendment establishing a four percent surtax on income 
above $1 million would drive people away, and some 
Rhode Island politicians looked forward to welcoming all 

the millionaires who would flee across the border to the 
Ocean State. Yet, there is no evidence of such movement, 
let alone a mass exodus. Indeed, the early predictions of 
new revenue from the tax have proven to be significantly 
underestimated, with well over $2 billion each year in new 
revenue helping to pay for education, public transit im-
provements, and free breakfast and school lunches for all 
students.

Currently, the top one percent of filers pay less of their 
income in total state and local taxes (8.6 percent) than the 
20 percent with the lowest incomes (13.3 percent). Enact-
ing a three percent tax on taxable income above the top 
one percent cut-off of approximately $625,000 per year 
(as proposed in House Bill 5473 and Senate Bill 0329) 
would both make our state tax system more balanced and 
generate an estimated $190 million. The legislation would 
have no effect on tax filers whose taxable income is 
$625,000 or less. This new revenue could protect Rhode 
Islanders from the harm of likely federal cuts in state fund-
ing and help pay for critical services that make Rhode Is-
land a wonderful place to raise families and do business.

Whether you are a legislator or concerned citizen, if you 
see the benefits of such a proposal but remain hesitant over 
the fear that lots of high-income Rhode Islanders will flee 
the state, I am here to tell you that you can let go of this 
fear and support the proposal. If you are a concerned citi-
zen who wishes Rhode Island were a fairer and more eq-
uitable state, call or email your state legislators and tell 
them you support this legislation. I am not claiming abso-
lutely no one will leave the state, but the data are clear that 
mass tax flight is a myth. It has never happened in any 
other state and will not happen here.

Alan Krinsky, Ph.D., is the Director of Research and 
Fiscal Policy for the Economic Progress Institute.

Moving Beyond the 
Mass Exodus Tax Flight Myth

We’re not breaking news to say that there are 
millions of reasons to visit Rhode Island, 
and New England in general.

People flock here throughout the year, 
every year, because of our history, our top-notch beaches 
and protected natural resources, our amazing restaurants, 
and to watch our world-class professional and collegiate 
athletic programs.

As we cover in this week’s paper, there are some enor-
mous events looming on the horizon that signal big bucks 
and big opportunities for our local hospitality industry. 
Even though it will mainly be held in Foxboro, the poten-
tial ancillary benefits that Rhode Island could experience 
from New England-based FIFA World Cup Round 32 
matches is tantalizing, to say the least, for our local ho-
tels, restaurants and entertainment venues. World-class 
events like this provide crucial tax revenue to our coffers 
and keep our cities and towns financially healthy and on 
the map.

Tourism remains one of Rhode Island’s most important 
industries, supporting over 86,000 jobs and bringing 
more than 28 million visitors in 2023. Those visitors and 
those jobs generated close to a billion dollars in state and 
local tax revenue.

In other words, keeping Rhode Island (and the country 
itself) a desirable place to travel is simply paramount to 
our continuing success.

And this is why we will be keeping a close eye on tour-
ism numbers throughout the coming months and years.

As economic volatility continues to surge – with the 
price of groceries and the cost of living seeing no relief 
– and some early signs already being reported that people 
elsewhere are opting not to take vacations to the United 
States amidst the bombastic rhetoric of the Trump admin-
istration, we find it concerning and worthy of more 
analysis as we move forward.

A lot of people are hurting financially. The retired 
couple from Kansas that was pondering taking a flight 
into Green to check out their Jayhawks as part of March 
Madness might be clutching their wallets a little tighter 
this year, and for years to come. The family from Canada 
or Mexico who were interested in checking out Newport 
for their annual seaside vacation might think twice con-
sidering the political climate of the moment.

These are not unreasonable concerns in modern times. 
Canadians have been urged by their former prime minis-
ter to not visit the United States, and travel to the U.S. 
from other countries is down over 2% from last year’s 
February numbers.

And while that might seem minuscule, at a time when 
declining revenue sources and the increasing cost of just 
about everything from health-insurance premiums to 
goods and services has put significant and constant bur-
den on municipal budget cycles, even a slight percentage 
loss to our tourism industry could spell fiscal disaster for 
the state and for residents who foot the bill through nec-
essary tax increases to make up for it.

Rhode Island must remain a welcoming place to all 
who wish to visit. That much, at least, remains within our 
control.

Will local 
tourism 
take a hit?

GUEST OPINION

Union president fired from 
airport job calls new pact ‘good’

Airport Corporation 
receives credit rating upgrade

As uncertainty surrounding federal funding and shifting federal policies grows, threaten-
ing the stability of nonprofits and the critical services they provide to hundreds of thousands 
of Rhode Islanders, United Way of R.I. is doubling-down on its support of local families 
and organizations.

“United Is The Way” will support efforts to provide needed resources to Rhode Islanders 
and to the community-based organizations serving them through this unpredictable time, 
focusing on three main areas.  United Way will expand supports for nonprofits through the 
Alliance for Nonprofit Impact, expand services for residents through 211 and community 
outreach, and expand grantmaking to local nonprofits that provide vital support to their 
communities.. 

 “It’s been dizzying to try and keep up with the barrage of funding and policy shifts com-
ing out of Washington, but one thing is certain – what’s being targeted would be devastating 
to nonprofits and to our families, friends, and neighbors,” said Cortney Nicolato, United 
Way’s president and CEO. “The current climate and what’s at risk requires that we be swift 
and decisive in our actions, and that’s what we’re doing. You cannot have strong families 
and strong communities without also having strong nonprofits.”

The launch of “United Is The Way” includes expanded services by the Alliance for Non-
profit Impact. Through its partnerships the Alliance will facilitate and fund legal supports 
to help organizations navigate the new regulatory environment, and will provide technical 
assistance to prepare nonprofits for increased federal scrutiny. The Alliance also will equip 
nonprofits with the resources, tools, and training to help them continue and sustain their 
vital work. 

Among the resources the Alliance will be offering are expanded access to professional 
experts in the areas of fund development and revenue generation, strategic planning, and 
financial management. The Alliance also will offer additional support for collaboration and 
innovation, discounted certification programs, and will be advocating for funding protec-
tions at the state level.

United Way is also moving to strengthen its 211 services. In anticipation of increased 
need among Rhode Islanders, the organization plans to add staff to accommodate an ex-
pected increase in call volume and referrals, and to expand its direct community outreach.

The United Way Board of Directors voted to allocate organizational funds to seed “Unit-
ed Is The Way” and its new grants, which will soon be made available via a request for 
proposal (RFP) process and awarded on a rolling basis. To expedite its investments in the 
community, United Way will be accelerating payments to its grant partners, providing them 
added flexibility to meet their immediate needs and those of their community.

 “This is a broad-based mobilization strategy to defend our community infrastructure 
from federal disruptions and do so with the heightened sense of urgency this moment de-
mands,” said Nicolato. “We need to ensure the preservation of vital services and empower 
the nonprofits that deliver them. This is not a time to sit idly-by. It’s time for the caring 
power of the community to shine through.”

United Way Increasing 
Nonprofit, Family Support
 Amid Federal Uncertainty

 
New Safety Net Grants Will be Made Available

en have achieved.
Cranston

Highest Honors: Charlotte Mancini, Grade 
6; Honors: Abigail Matrullo, Grade 6, Ad-
dison (Addie) Haller, Grade 6, Adriana Pina, 
Grade 6, Amelia Saltzman, Grade 7, Cailey 
Zarcaro, Grade 12, Ella Izzo, Grade 10, 
Hayleigh Ranney, Grade 6, Ilsa (Hope) Carl-
son, Grade 8, Ireland McKenna, Grade 10, 
Mirna Mateo Ayala, Grade 10, Theodora 
Canty, Grade 8

Hope
Highest Honors: Ella Desrosiers, Grade 9; 

Honors: Ryan Miller, Grade 10

Bay View announces second quarter honors
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Anchor Baptist Church
New Meeting Place

868 Reservoir Avenue
Pastor Alex Martinez

632-9672
www.sermonaudio.com/anchorbaptist

Annunciation Greek
Orthodox Parish

175 Oaklawn Avenue
401-941-4188

Sunday Liturgy 9:30am
www.annunciationri.oeg

Asbury United 
Methodist Church

143 Ann Mary Brown Drive
Rev. Yohan Go

467-5122
Worship Service 9:30am
Sunday School at 9:30am

Sept – June
asburyumcri.org

Assemblies Of God 
The Solid Rock Church

1753 Phenix Avenue
Rev. Richard K. Leahey

827-0770
www.solidrockchurchag.com 

Christadelphian
Ecclesia

2104 Cranston Street 
441-7432

www.christadelphia.org 

Church Of The
Ascension (Episcopal)

390 Pontiac Avenue
Pastor Santiago Rodriguez

Sun 10 am (English) 
Sun 12pm (Spanish)

461-5811
www.ascensioncranston.org

Church Of The
Transfiguration
1665 Broad Street

461-3142
Sunday 10 am
Holy Eucharist

Edgewood
Congregational Church

1788 Broad Street
461-1344

Sunday 10 am w/coffee hour
www.edgewoodchurchri.org

Faith Chapel 
Lutheran Brethren

43 Scituate Ave.
John Black, Pastor

944-2771
www.faithchapelri.org
Sunday Worship 10am

Gateway Pentacostal
Fellowship

711 Park Ave. (rear)
Pastor Russell Farmer

467-3830
www.gatewayupc.org

Grace Bible Church
116 Rolfe Street

481-0030
www.gbcri.org

9 a.m. Sunday Worship
7 p.m. Wednesday Prayer

Holy Apostles Church
800 Pippin Orchard Road
Very Reverend William J. 

Ledoux
946-5586

www.holyapostles.com 

New Beginings
Christian Church
122 Laurens St.

Mario J. Nadich, Pastor
787-0725

Oak Lawn 
Community Baptist Church

229 Wilbur Avenue
944-0864

www.olcbaptistchurch.com

Pawtuxet Baptist Church
2157 Broad Street
Rev. Irving Scoby

461-3635
pawtuxetbaptist@verizon.net

People’s Baptist Church
1275 Elmwood Avenue
Pastor Mark Lindsay

www.PeoplesBaptistChurch.org

Phillips Memorial
Baptist Church

565 Pontiac Avenue
467-3300

Handicapped accessable
www.phillipschurch.org
Rev. Dr. Amy Chilton, Pastor

Affiliated with the 
American Baptist Churches of 
Rhode Island and the USA

Member of the Association of 
Welcoming and Affirming Baptist 

(AWAB)
Facebook: @PhillipsChurch

Church Office Hours: 
9:00 am – 1:00 pm (Mon. – Fri.)   

Worship is at 10:00 am on Sunday

St. David’s On-The-Hill
Episcopal Church

200 Meshanticut Valley 
Father Edward Beaudreau

942-4368
www.stdavidsonthehill.net

St. Matthew Church
15 Frances Avenue

Rev. Ronald J. Bengford
461-7172

St. Patrick 
Catholic  Church

2068 Cranston Street
Fr. Roger Durand, Pastor

SaintPatrickCatholicChurch.org
Sat. 5pm, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30

Saint Paul Church
Of Edgewood
1 St. Paul Place

461-5734

Shepherd Of The Valley 
United Methodist Church

604 Seven Mile Road
Rev. Katherine Mitchell

821-8217
www.sovumc.org 

Trinity Church
139 Ocean Ave., Pawtuxet 

Cranston, RI 02905
Rev. Mitchell Lindeman

8am & 10am
10 am is live-streamed on 
facebook @trinitypawtuxet

941-4324
http://www.trinitycranston.org/

Woodridge
Congregational

United Church Of Christ
546 Budlong Road
Rev. Aidan Kelley

942-0654
woodridgechurchri.org

Word & Prayer
Fellowship

828 Oaklawn Ave.
Pastor Chick Salliby

www.wordandprayer.org 

Word Of Life 
Covenant Church
1308 Phenix Avenue

944-1163
thewordoflife.net

houses of Worship

Over three months, 10,000 California 
homes were lost. Wildfires are no longer a 
crisis in Los Angeles, but they are a grow-
ing threat in Rhode Island and beyond. 
With increasingly dry conditions, wildfires 
are not only spreading farther but also af-
fecting air quality everywhere. Fires in the 
Carolinas as recently as March 2, 2025, 
show that this danger is putting more com-
munities at risk. Many communities cur-
rently facing these risks are not aware.

Our team recognizes that we must act 
now by supporting wildfire relief and pre-
vention efforts that make a real difference. 
We have been fundraising for Community 
Organized Relief Effort. CORE partners 
with local communities to ensure the aid 
they receive matches the community's 

needs, including providing immediate aid 
and investing in long-term solutions. We 
know this is not a challenge we can face 
alone. We must all come together.

Our campaign began as a community 
service project for SkillsUSA, a career and 
technical student organization that con-
nects students with industry to develop 
workforce skills. This competition initiated 
our efforts to give back, but we began to 
recognize that there is so much more we 
can do. As environmental engineering stu-
dents, we recognize the risks we take when 
we don’t take proactive action towards ur-
gent societal needs. 

Learning about the homes lost and lives 
devastated in LA, and the broader causes 
of wildfires, we were led to a clear realiza-

tion: In a community, when one member 
suffers, everyone is affected.

What started as concern has become 
much more personal, making the need for 
action urgent. Our campaign is now driven 
by the hope that we can educate and inspire 
Rhode Island to take precautions, raise 
awareness and support efforts to safeguard 
our environment and homes. Everyone 
must come together to contribute to stron-
ger, lasting action.

Wildfires threaten more than just forests. 
They endanger homes, air quality and en-
tire communities. Our mission has driven 
us to create a petition to Rhode Island’s 
legislature. To spark action and amplify 
our message, we urge Rhode Island to lead 
by example. Together we can show how 

communities can unite to prevent greater 
devastation and protect the places we call 
home before it’s too late.

Wildfires affect us all. The time to pre-
pare and protect is now. Please sign our 
petition. www.daviestech.org/wildfires

11th Grade Pre-Engineering Technology 
Students Davies Career and Technical 
High School Lincoln

SkillsUSA: CVC Wildfire Guard
Audrey Rolfe, Lincoln
Lissalin Guzman, Pawtucket
Zyere Blake, Pawtucket

GUEST OPINION

Students urge ‘proactive action’ on wildfires

U.S. Representative Seth Magaziner announced his 
third annual Congressional Art Competition for high 
school students in Second Congressional District. All eli-
gible high school students are encouraged to participate, 
with the winning artwork to be displayed in the U.S. 
Capitol for one year.

“The Congressional Art Competition shines a spotlight 
on the incredible talent of young artists in Rhode Island,” 
said Magaziner. “I’m thrilled to give students the chance 
to showcase their creativity on a national stage, and I en-
courage all eligible students to take part.”

 Sponsored annually by the Congressional Institute, this 
nationwide art competition provides high school students 
with the opportunity to have their winning artwork dis-
played in the U.S. Capitol. Since the competition began in 
1982, more than 650,000 high school students across the 
country have participated.

Participating students must reside in Rhode Island’s 
2nd Congressional District. Entries must be submitted by 
April 11, 2025, at 5 p.m. and dropped off at Rep. Maga-
ziner’s Warwick District Office, located at 935 Jefferson 
Blvd., Suite 3003, Warwick, Rhode Island, during office 
hours, Monday through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Students may submit artwork in any of the following 
seven categories: painting, drawing, collage, print, mixed 
media, computer-generated art, and photography. All sub-
missions must include a Student Information and Release 
Form attached, signed by the student, a parent or guard-
ian, and a teacher.

 
To find the Student Information and Release Form, and 

to learn more about rules and submission guidelines for 
Representative Magaziner’s 2025 Art Competition, visit 
https://Magaziner.House.gov. 

Magaziner launches
 2025 Congressional art competition

There’s still time for organizations to register and be a 
part of the state’s largest philanthropic effort in support of 
local nonprofits

401Gives, Rhode Island’s single largest philanthropic 
effort to lift up and support the vital work of local non-
profits, is just around the corner on Tuesday, April 1. 
Hundreds of nonprofits across the Ocean State will par-
ticipate, including more than 20 from Cranston and War-
wick that will be raising funds.

There is still time for organizations to sign up and be a 
part of the day. Nonprofits can register through March 21 
by visiting 401Gives.org.

Last year’s 401Gives raised a record $3.86 million for 
597 organizations, inspiring nearly 25,000 gifts. In 2025, 
and as federal funding uncertainties jeopardize critical 
programs and services that tens of thousands of Rhode 
Islanders of all ages depend on, 401Gives is more impor-
tant than ever.

“There is nothing more powerful than Rhode Islanders 

helping Rhode Islanders, 
and right now, the nonprof-
its who are always there for 
us, need us to be there for 
them,” said Cortney Nico-
lato, United Way’s president 
and CEO. “Cuts to funding 
leave seniors without spe-
cialized care and meals, 
children without access to 
Head Start, people without 
shelter, and unanswered 
calls to domestic violence 
hotlines, among many other 
services. This would be 
devastating to our communities.”

A sampling of the Cranston- and Warwick-based organi-
zations gearing up for 401Gives includes: Project Under-
cover, RI Civic Chorale & Orchestra, · Hope Alzheimer’s 

Center, Cozy Rhody Litter Clean-Up, Rhode Island Parrot 
Rescue, Children’s Wishes, Saint Elizabeth Home, Rhode 
Island Feline Rescue, Warwick Center for the Arts, Nora’s 
Heaven, West Bay Chorale, Rhode Island Pet Network, 
Justice Assistance, Friends of the Warwick Animal Shel-
ter, Junior Achievement of Rhode Island and Rhode Island 
Children’s Dyslexia Center

A unified day of giving that makes it easy both for non-
profits to participate and for individuals to make donations 
to them, 401Gives utilizes an online fundraising platform 
and harnesses the power of social media and peer-to-peer 
outreach.

To learn more about 401Gives or if there are questions, 
contact Caitlynn Douglas at (401) 444-0720, or email 
401Gives@unitedwayri.org.

Nonprofits gear up for 401Gives on April 1

URI faculty, staff and students 
joined university leaders, Gov. Dan 
McKee and state lawmakers, on Feb. 
13 to celebrate the official announce-
ment that URI had achieved R1 desig-
nation in the latest Carnegie Classifi-
cation of Institutions of Higher Edu-
cation. The designation places URI 
among the 187 institutions that have 
achieved R1 classification—the top 
4.8% of degree-granting postsecond-
ary institutions nationally.

“I am so pleased and so proud to 
announce that the University of Rhode 
Island has officially achieved R1 sta-
tus, the highest classification for re-
search institutions in the United 
States,” said URI President Marc Par-
lange to cheers and applause. “This 
designation recognizes universities 
with the most advanced research ac-
tivity and impact – placing URI 
among the top-tier research institu-
tions in the nation.”

 The R1 classification signifies that 
URI has achieved the highest level of 
research activity, measured by the 
number of doctoral degrees awarded 
and the amount of spending on re-
search and development. To earn the 
designation, institutions must grant at 
least 70 doctoral degrees and have 
more than $50 million in total re-
search spending annually.

 “This milestone is not just about 
rankings,” said Parlange. “It’s about 
impact. We are a powerhouse for re-
search and education fueling discov-
eries that benefit not just our students 
and faculty but Rhode Island, the na-
tion and the world.”

 “This is testament to everyone here 
today for their hard work and com-
mitment,” said McKee. “URI is not 
only a leader in higher education. To-
day, they’re reaffirming their position 
as a leader in research on a national 
scale. 

 “Being named an R1 institution by 
Carnegie is further proof that this 
school truly goes above and beyond 
for its students and our state,” he 
added. “This classification means 
URI can attract the best faculty, re-
searchers, and students to campus … 
and can provide one-of-a-kind re-
search and experiential learning op-
portunities. This is more than just a 
point of pride for Rhode Island. It’s 
necessary for economic and work-
force growth and national competi-
tiveness.”

Barbara Wolfe, provost and execu-
tive vice president for academic af-
fairs, said R1 recognition is proof of 
the dedication, expertise and vision of 
the University’s academic communi-
ty. 

“Across diverse disciplines, our 
faculty have driven a 25% increase in 
research expenditures over five years, 
exceeding $144 million and solidify-
ing URI as a leading research institu-
tion,” said Wolfe. “The research ex-
penditures represent real-world im-
pact – on health care, the blue econo-
my and the many other fields being 
advanced by our faculty who are im-
proving our communities, the state 
and the world.”

 In her comments, Bethany Jenkins, 
vice president for research and eco-

nomic development, described what it 
takes to produce successful re-
search—research that improves lives 
and serves society. It’s the long hours 
put in by faculty, principal investiga-
tors, and students; faculty who have 
sustained research programs for years; 
early career members who are receiv-
ing major recognition for their work; 
and the work of support staff who 
oversee the grant proposal pipeline, 
she said. 

“I want to celebrate that this collec-
tive hard work at URI has paid off 
today with this major recognition for 
URI to be included among America’s 
best R1 research universities,” said 
Jenkins. “We accept this designation 
with pride and further determination 
to continue our research excellence 
for the common good.” 

 Dean of the Graduate School Bren-
ton DeBoef noted the vital contribu-
tions that graduate students— “the 
secret sauce,” as he called them — 
make to the university’s research eco-
system. The university has more than 
2,400 graduate students in over 124 
doctoral, master’s and certificate pro-
grams. Graduate enrollment is grow-
ing fast, he said, and URI has a goal 
of doubling graduate enrollment in 
the next decade.

 “The University of Rhode Island is 
a destination for research,” he said. 
“Its graduate programs attract stu-
dents from every continent – except 
Antarctica, of course –but we send 
students to do research on every con-
tinent, including Antarctica.”  

URI celebrates top U.S. research status

Gov. Dan McKee speaks at a 
University of Rhode Island event 
celebrating the university's reaching 
Carnegie R1 status.  Seated, from left 
are: Brenton DeBoef, dean of the URI 
Graduate School; Bethany Jenkins, 
URI vice president for Research and 
Economic Development, Barbara 
Wolfe, URI provost and executive vice 
president for Academic Affairs, R.I. 
Rep.Kathleen Fogarty, R.I. Sen. Alana 
DiMario and URI President Marc 
Parlange.  URI photo/Catherine Scott  
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Anchor Baptist Church
New Meeting Place

868 Reservoir Avenue
Pastor Alex Martinez

632-9672
www.sermonaudio.com/anchorbaptist

Annunciation Greek
Orthodox Parish

175 Oaklawn Avenue
401-941-4188

Sunday Liturgy 9:30am
www.annunciationri.oeg

Asbury United 
Methodist Church

143 Ann Mary Brown Drive
Rev. Yohan Go

467-5122
Worship Service 9:30am
Sunday School at 9:30am

Sept – June
asburyumcri.org

Assemblies Of God 
The Solid Rock Church

1753 Phenix Avenue
Rev. Richard K. Leahey

827-0770
www.solidrockchurchag.com 

Christadelphian
Ecclesia

2104 Cranston Street 
441-7432

www.christadelphia.org 

Church Of The
Ascension (Episcopal)

390 Pontiac Avenue
Pastor Santiago Rodriguez

Sun 10 am (English) 
Sun 12pm (Spanish)

461-5811
www.ascensioncranston.org

Church Of The
Transfiguration
1665 Broad Street

461-3142
Sunday 10 am
Holy Eucharist

Edgewood
Congregational Church

1788 Broad Street
461-1344

Sunday 10 am w/coffee hour
www.edgewoodchurchri.org

Faith Chapel 
Lutheran Brethren

43 Scituate Ave.
John Black, Pastor

944-2771
www.faithchapelri.org
Sunday Worship 10am

Gateway Pentacostal
Fellowship

711 Park Ave. (rear)
Pastor Russell Farmer

467-3830
www.gatewayupc.org

Grace Bible Church
116 Rolfe Street

481-0030
www.gbcri.org

9 a.m. Sunday Worship
7 p.m. Wednesday Prayer

Holy Apostles Church
800 Pippin Orchard Road
Very Reverend William J. 

Ledoux
946-5586

www.holyapostles.com 

New Beginings
Christian Church
122 Laurens St.

Mario J. Nadich, Pastor
787-0725

Oak Lawn 
Community Baptist Church

229 Wilbur Avenue
944-0864

www.olcbaptistchurch.com

Pawtuxet Baptist Church
2157 Broad Street
Rev. Irving Scoby

461-3635
pawtuxetbaptist@verizon.net

People’s Baptist Church
1275 Elmwood Avenue
Pastor Mark Lindsay

www.PeoplesBaptistChurch.org

Phillips Memorial
Baptist Church

565 Pontiac Avenue
467-3300

Handicapped accessable
www.phillipschurch.org
Rev. Dr. Amy Chilton, Pastor

Affiliated with the 
American Baptist Churches of 
Rhode Island and the USA

Member of the Association of 
Welcoming and Affirming Baptist 

(AWAB)
Facebook: @PhillipsChurch

Church Office Hours: 
9:00 am – 1:00 pm (Mon. – Fri.)   

Worship is at 10:00 am on Sunday

St. David’s On-The-Hill
Episcopal Church

200 Meshanticut Valley 
Father Edward Beaudreau

942-4368
www.stdavidsonthehill.net

St. Matthew Church
15 Frances Avenue

Rev. Ronald J. Bengford
461-7172

St. Patrick 
Catholic  Church

2068 Cranston Street
Fr. Roger Durand, Pastor

SaintPatrickCatholicChurch.org
Sat. 5pm, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30

Saint Paul Church
Of Edgewood
1 St. Paul Place

461-5734

Shepherd Of The Valley 
United Methodist Church

604 Seven Mile Road
Rev. Katherine Mitchell

821-8217
www.sovumc.org 

Trinity Church
139 Ocean Ave., Pawtuxet 

Cranston, RI 02905
Rev. Mitchell Lindeman

8am & 10am
10 am is live-streamed on 
facebook @trinitypawtuxet

941-4324
http://www.trinitycranston.org/

Woodridge
Congregational

United Church Of Christ
546 Budlong Road
Rev. Aidan Kelley

942-0654
woodridgechurchri.org

Word & Prayer
Fellowship

828 Oaklawn Ave.
Pastor Chick Salliby

www.wordandprayer.org 

Word Of Life 
Covenant Church
1308 Phenix Avenue

944-1163
thewordoflife.net

houses of Worship

Obituaries
In your time of need, the 
C r a n s t o n  H e r a l d  w i l l 
print your loved one’s full 
obituary for a small charge. 
The paper also places the 
obituary on our website, 
cranstononline.com.

Should  you  des ire  our 
services, kindly inform your 
funeral director, or call 
(401) 732-3100 or email 
Obits@rhodybeat.com 
for additional information. 
Obituary prices start at 
$60. You may include the 
obituary in any of our other 
newspapers for half price. 

– Thank you

FOUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
Thomas & Walter Quinn Funeral Home • WARWICK    738-1977

Tucker-Quinn Funeral  Chapel • GREENVILLE    949-1370
Fagan-Quinn Funeral Home • NORTH KINGSTOWN    295-5603

Potvin-Quinn Funeral Home • WEST WARWICK    821-6868

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Michael F. Quinn, Patrick J. Quinn,  

Jerome D. Quinn, Christopher P. Quinn, 
Michael J. Quinn, Stanley G. Larson, 

Paul C. Potvin, John H. Grover, 
Steven A. DiLorenzo, Alex D. Manasas

www.QuinnFuneralHomes.com

 In Cranston, the Early HeadStart federally funded ca-
pacity is 20 slots for children up through 3 years old and 
pregnant mothers, Del Vicario says. There are 146 slots in 
the HeadStart program for children 3-5 years old. There’s 
also a state-funded Pre-K program for children 4 years old. 
In total, Del Vicario says, they have 250 children enrolled 
at three sites.

 “Proven results show that a child's early years shape the 
foundation of their future,” said Chris Mansfield, CCAP’s 
CEO. “Cutting funding for Head Start programs would 
take away vital opportunities for children to learn, grow, 
and thrive. Supporting early education is an investment in 
a brighter future for all.”

 Del Vicario said the program is more than just school. 
She says the biggest difference between HeadStart and 
regular childcare, including state-provided pre-K, are the 
comprehensive services provided, such as advocacy work 
with families, a nurse, nutritionist and mental-health con-
sultant.

 Robin Cunetta, a Cranston resident, says HeadStart has 
had a big impact on her life. Her son went through the 
HeadStart program many years ago, when he was about 3 
or 4.

 “The reason I chose the program was because I liked … 
how they addressed the whole child and not just necessar-
ily focusing on academics, but the social-emotional piece 
was huge for me,” Cunetta said. “And the social interac-
tion and the opportunities it provided him, including meal-
times, breakfast and lunch, I thought that would be good 
for him to be able to sit with his peers and socialize while 
he's having his meals.”

 Her son, who is now 30, made leaps and bounds when 
he went to HeadStart for the year, she says. She said it was 
a nice, welcoming environment where she got to come in 
and help wherever needed.

 Today, Cunetta has been working at HeadStart for about 
17 years. She began as a teaching assistant before moving 
up, and she recently started a new role as one of the educa-
tion managers.  

 To Cunetta, HeadStart is all about what’s best for the 
kids. She said it would be a shame and a tragedy to see 
such a high-quality program fall by wayside.

 “Sometimes [people] think preschool is like babysit-
ting,” Cunetta said. “It's not. We don't do babysitting here. 
We are actually educating, and they do learn through play, 
so some people don't necessarily understand that, but 
they're learning as they're playing and we're facilitating 
their learning.”

 Expressing that same sentiment, Del Vicario says sud-
den uncertainty in federal funding for programs like Head-
Start and SNAP is unfortunate, and that the families they 
provide education and services to deserve no less than ev-
erything they can give them.

 “Someone's income level or where you live in the state, 
what neighborhood, should not define the quality of educa-
tion that your child is able to receive,” Del Vicario said. 
“HeadStart is high-quality education and support services 
for families that really need it.”

● HEADSTART from page 1

Maya, who 
Ms. Isabel 

says is 
sometimes 
known as 

“Maya Bianca 
Beyoncé” 

after 
proclaiming 
herself as 

such one day 
in class, gets 
ready to paint 

at the art 
station while 

Ms. Isabel 
looks on.

asked if he would run for governor in 2026 and dove into a civics lesson on the three 
branches of our government and why it is so important to challenge the president when 
he steps beyond his authority.

And by what criteria does he make the decision to sue the president, or for that matter 
fight for lower energy rates?

The first question, he said, is whether the action being taken is unlawful, second is 
whether it harms Rhode Islanders and third is  whether he has legal standing.

One of the first of Neronha’s challenges is to Trump’s effort to strip the U.S. citizenship 
of children born to immigrant parents in the United States. He said the 14th Amendment 
to the Constitution “makes it clear if I’m born here, I’m a citizen.”

Neronha said he and other attorneys general across the country had been working in 
anticipation that Trump would seek to deny this birthright citizenship. Their work re-
sulted in the granting of a preliminary injunction by a federal judge early last month.

“If [immigrants] have a child here, they have standing whether [the administration] 
likes it or not.”

Neronha went on to talk about “federal funding grabs” and efforts to nullify grants that 
have been approved and in some cases issued.

“We knew we had to act quickly,” he said of calling on other states, among them Cali-
fornia and New York, to gain a temporary restraining order.

He called those grants “basically a contract and not new aid.”
Neronha also touched on the dismantling of agencies, saying they “can’t be cut by 50% 

and do the same level of work.”
In the case of the Department of Education, Neronha said in the release issued last 

Thursday morning that massive layoffs “will severely undermine the department’s ability 
to perform basic functions, functions upon which American families rely. Kids with spe-
cial needs who require speech therapy and IEPs and transportation; kids in rural com-
munities whose districts rely on federal help to keep up; kids from underserved commu-
nities; those who require vocational rehabilitation services; the list goes on.”

In a discussion following the meeting, Neronha didn’t hesitate to say that in addition to 
stripping away the authority of Congress, Trump is going after the courts.

“If the courts don’t stand up to him, he’ll do it,” he said.
But then if the Department of Justice has been compromised, what power do courts 

have to enforce the law?
Neronha said he would hope that the people would see what’s happening and stand up. 

Attorney General Peter Neronha and his counterparts in other states have 
challenged multiple actions of the Trump administration.  Beacon Media photo by 
John Howell

● NERONHA from page 1

By BARBARA POLICHETTI

The city’s Historic District Commission 
(HDC) last week denied a request to re-
move a shingled tower from the historic 
Henry Pratt workshop at 5 Turner Ave., and 
also denied the owners’ request to refresh 
the building with vinyl siding.

The unusual-looking building, which is 
now being used as a residential garage, was 
once the workshop of local builder and 
craftsman Henry Pratt who built some of 
the finer historic houses in the village in 
the late 1800s.

According to the application on file with 
the city, owners John and Pamela Lawson 
would like to remove the shingled tower 
because of the cost of maintaining it and 
the fact that its weight is stressing the 
structure of the building. They also noted 
that maintenance costs could be reduced by 
the application of vinyl siding.

According to historical documents, Pratt 
built the tower to serve as the base of a 
propellor-style windmill for his workshop.

The building is a part of Oaklawn’s fed-
erally designated Historic District, which 
means that it is part of a protected preser-
vation area. Proposals for new construction 
or exterior alterations are subject to review 
by the HDC in order to determine the im-
pact on a building’s historical character and 
whether or not changes will make a struc-
ture inconsistent with the historic character 
of the district.

The Oaklawn historic district is the only 
designated historic district in Cranston.

The decision to deny the Lawson’s re-
quest was preceded by lengthy discussion 
during which Commission members some-
times questioned how much latitude they 
have over determining exactly what exte-
rior changes can be made to buildings in 
the historic district.

Some board members also considered 
modifying the Lawson’s request in an at-
tempt to find a compromise between the 
owners’ concerns and the need to protect 
the historic value of the former Pratt work-
shop.

In conversations with the committee, the 
Lawsons noted said that they had received 
information from various contractors who 
said that there was dry rot around the base 
of the building and that it might need to be 
stabilized at the bottom since it does not 
have a foundation. They said that the 
weight of the tower is further stressing the 
building. Some HDC members debated 
whether it would be possible to reach a 
compromise under which only a portion of 
the old windmill tower was removed to 
reduce stress, while keeping at least a third 
of the tower to serve as a visual indication 

that the building had historical signifi-
cance.

Pratt, a creative builder known for the 
decorative touches he added to his late 
19th-century houses, had originally hoped 
that the windmill would produce enough 
energy to power his tools.  Historical docu-
ments indicate that the farm-style windmill 
did not achieve that, but did generate 
enough power to help him draw water from 
his well.

Stephen A. Torregrossa, chairman of the 
historic commission, said that according to 
his understanding of the rules and policies 
governing the HDC, a compromise would 
not be possible because any buildings 
within the district have to either be restored 
to exactly their original specifications or 
torn down if it not structurally sound. As a 
result, he said, removing part of the tower 
should not be considered.

Because there were questions about the 
condition of the Pratt garage, Torregrossa 
said that in his opinion, it should be razed.

The Lawsons asked if they would be al-
lowed to build a new garage in its place but 
were advised that current zoning laws 
would not allow that given the size of the 
lot it is situated on.

Torregrossa’s remarks about tearing 
down the building seemed to surprise some 
HDC members who said they were looking 
for a compromise.

Acting City Planning Director Beth Ash-
man said that the final decision rested with 
the HDC but noted that language in the city 
code of ordinances indicates that the com-
mission it does have some latitude in deter-
mining if a building can be modified while 
still preserving its historical character.

A couple of residents, including mem-
bers of the Cranston Historical Society, 
spoke out against removing the tower from 
the garage as well as the request to add vi-
nyl siding.  Historical Society member and 
Cranston resident John Hill cautioned that 
the integrity an entire historic district can 
be eroded bit by bit as the result of deci-
sions to allow historical structures to be 
modified in ways that are not keeping with 
their original character.

In denying the application to take down 
the old windmill base and add vinyl siding, 
HDC members noted that they would not 
object to work done to further stabilize the 
building as long as it was done with “in 
kind” materials.

The Lawsons declined comment after the 
decision, saying that wanted to review all 
the information that had been discussed.

Editor’s note: Cranston Herald reporter 
Barbara Polichetti is a volunteer with the 
Cranston Historical Society.

Request denied: 
Pratt workshop tower stays
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Local Coverage 
Where You Work, 
Play & Live

Cranston Herald
401.732.3100
www.cranstononline.com

Catch up on sports,
shopping deals,
restaurant reviews,
events, new businesses,
politics, job openings,
homes for sale, cars for
sale and more with
your local newspaper!

Get 52 Weeks
for $44!*

Call or go online 
today to get started.
*52 issues. In state only.  Please call for 
out of state, multi year or senior discount 
subscriptions.

In Print & Online

Subscribe Today!

1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

East students get 
creative boost from 

tattoo pros
 

Cranston East student received expert feedback 
from Season 2 winner of Ink Master, Steven Tefft. Ms. 
DiCicco’s Mirror-Mirror class are working on an art 
project designing identity tattoos based on their 
personal research. Tefft held one-on-one conferences 
providing personalized feedback, answered questions 
and demonstrated tattooing equipment to help 
students elevate their original designs.
Four local tattoo artists also joined the class, 

including Cranston East alumni, AJ Williams (CHSE 
Class of 2007), Maxwell Blackmar, Giulia Davis 
DeSimone (CHSE Class of 2013), and Alexandra 
Bowden (CHSE Class of 2014). They helped students 

think about their projects 
and demonstrated some 
freestyle drawings of their 
own to show how art 
evolves. Submitted photos

Northeast gasoline prices continue to 
buck the seasonal trend, falling at a time 
they typically climb thanks to sizable in-
ventories that remain well above average 
and economic uncertainty gripping global 
markets.

The dip in prices comes despite demand 
for gasoline last week reaching the highest 
level of the year at 9.18 million barrels a 
day, according to the Energy Information 
Administration (EIA). That’s an increase of 
300,000 barrels a day from the previous 
week and the highest seen for an early 
March week since 2020.

 But the stronger domestic demand wasn’t 
enough to keep petroleum prices from fall-
ing alongside stocks and commodities as 
uncertainty about tariffs and trade injected 
volatility into markets last week.

Global demand is also weighing heavily 
on prices, particularly because OPEC+ pro-
duction increases are expected to begin in 
April. Last week, the International Energy 
Agency forecasted that global supply will 
exceed demand later this year, which could 
keep a lid on crude prices and lead to 
cheaper gasoline.

The other factor keeping prices down is 
strong supply: domestic inventories of gas-

oline are about 7 million barrels above 
where they were in the comparable week of 
last year and about 3 million more than the 
5-year average, according to the EIA. It’s a 
similar story in the Northeast: 65.3 million 
barrels are in storage, compared to 61.1 
million last year and the 62 million 5-year 
average.

Locally, the average gas price in Rhode 
Island is down 2 cents from last week, av-
eraging $2.91 per gallon. Today’s price is 9 
cents lower than a month ago and 30 cents 
lower than a year ago. Rhode Island’s aver-
age gas price is 16 cents lower than the 
national average.  

 “As more Americans took to the road 
last week, they enjoyed markedly lower gas 
prices this year than last,” said Jillian 
Young, director of public relations for AAA 
Northeast. “In Rhode Island, for example, 
prices are 30 cents lower than they were 
last year.”

Today, Mississippi and Texas have the 
lowest prices in the nation, at $2.63 and 
$2.65 respectively. California and Hawaii 
hold the highest prices in the nation this 
week at $4.65 and $4.51, respectively. 
Rhode Island holds the 22nd place on the 
list of lowest gas prices in the nation.

Average pump price down, 
defying typical spring trend upward
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L ocal comedian Doreen Collins 
has some celebrating to do. 
This month marks the tenth 

anniversary of The Ladies Room, her an-
nual night of standup and drag. 

The March 28 event, which features 
women performers, women sponsors, and 
supports non-profit organizations run by 
women, will be held at the Courthouse 
Center for the Arts in South Kingstown.

“Men give us a bad rap,” said Collins, 
who lives in Warwick with her husband 
Frank. “Contrary to popular belief, women 
just really want to support one another.” 

According to her website, every year she 
produces a show that’s all about the ladies, 
bringing new meaning to girls night out. 
“The Ladies Room promotes and supports 
my fellow funny females by combining 
women just starting their comedic journey, 
with ladies with national recognition,” she 
notes on the site.

Collins has lived in Rhode Island for the 
past 25 years and was the first women in-
ducted into the Rhode Island Comedy Hall 
of Fame. Most of her work now is with 
Aging Disgracefully, a variety show she 
performs around the state with comedian 
Charlie Hall. Hall also contributes weekly 
editorial cartoons to this publication. 

Collins and Hall bring Aging Disgrace-
fully to the Courthouse Center for the Arts 
a few times each year. The venue is mostly 
known for the cover bands that perform 
there–in the next month alone you can see 
tributes to Mötley Crüe, The Doors, Creed, 
Led Zeppelin, Styx, Boston, and Jackson 
Browne. 

“When it’s not live music it has a really 
intimate theater feel. It’s also definitely 
haunted,” she laughs. “I haven’t experienced 
anything myself, but it’s totally haunted.” 

Other comedians at The Ladies Room 
this year include Boston-based headliner 
Stacy Kendro, who has performed at the 
event several times before, as well as Ai-
mee Schwab and Steph White. The three 
will be joined by drag performers LaDiva 
Jonz, Haley Star, and Jacqueline DiMera 
of Drag RI. 

The audience is almost entirely made up 
of women. “There’s Frank,” she says, 
pointing to her husband, “and there’s Char-
lie [Hall], and the occasional man who 
doesn’t know 
what he’s walk-
ing into.” Audi-
ences familiar 
with Collins 
might already 
know about 
Frank, a fre-
quent subject of 
her comedy. 

Collins likes 
to keep the night 
light and not too 
raunchy. “The 
performers can 
be as risqué as 
they want to be, 
but I’m not looking for the kind of acts that 
drop the f-bomb every other word.” 

One challenge for Collins as the orga-
nizer is that it takes time to wrangle the 
talent and the sponsors and so she doesn’t 
spend a lot of time preparing her own rou-
tine. 

“I kind of like the spontaneity,” she said. 
“My background is in musical theater 
where you rehearse, rehearse, rehearse. 
You know your lines, you hit your marks. 
I’m too nervous to go in totally cold. I at 
least need an idea in my head of what I 

want it to be about.” 
Collins is no stranger to being on cam-

era. She’s a regular on WPRI’s The Rhode 
Show, where she hosts a segment called 
Senior Moments, and previously wrote, 
produced, and hosted the late-night series 
Rhode Bytes on Channel 10. But she is not 
a big fan of her live shows being recorded. 

“People will video me at a show,” she 
said. “I end every show with a number, and 
people who have seen me before know 
that’s when the phones come out. I’m not 

going to stop 
the show to say 
anything about 
it, but I wonder 
if it’s going to 
end up some-
where online 
and what I actu-
ally sound like. 
S o m e t i m e s 
things are really 
great in the mo-
ment and don’t 
really work at 
all when you re-
watch them lat-
er. Charlie re-

cently posted a video with two other guys 
doing karaoke, and not one of them was 
hitting the notes. I said what are you do-
ing? Take that down!” 

As an emcee, Collins also has some 
thoughts about the role of the host and the 
role of the interviewer. “I love Kelly Ripa. 
She’s smart, she’s funny, and she’s a great 
interviewer. Is she the nicest person off 
camera? I don’t know. Maybe, maybe not. 
But Mark [Consuelos, her co-host] needs 
to stay home and do the dishes. He talks 
over the guests, he reads questions from 

note cards, he gets picky with Kelly, he’s 
terrible. When you’re interviewing some-
body your job is to make them the focus, 
you get them to talk about whatever they’re 
promoting. You let them have the spot-
light.” Collins pauses. “I go off on these 
tangents, I’m sorry.” 

“I don’t think I’m really funny,” she 
adds. “I’m amusing.” 

Each year Collins donates a portion of 
proceeds from the event to a different 
charitable cause, and this year she decided 
to support Courthouse Center for the Arts, 
which is under the direction of Mariann 
Almonte. 

In addition to being a music and comedy 
venue, the center provides opportunities 
for children of all abilities. According to its 
website, the center “provides theater, mu-
sic, art, and child development programs 
for children of all ages and abilities, with 
inclusion programs for what we call differ-
ently-abled children.” Summer and year-
round arts camps increase cognitive learn-
ing skills, self-esteem, and speaking abili-
ties in the youth.

“I like supporting smaller charities,” 
Collins says, “because they need the mon-
ey more and every dollar goes farther.”

This year show sponsors include Lisa 
Altieri, owner of Dante’s Kitchen in East 
Greenwich, Christina Rondeau of Ron-
deau’s Kick Boxing in Johnston, Jackie 
Judd of The Experience, Robin Kall of 
Reading with Robin, Ashley Bove of Arti-
san Bites RI, Nancy DiGiglio of Anyplace 
Travel in Johnston, Jessica Braza of The 
Dance Floor in Cranston, and Rebecca 
Minutelli of Mane Hair in Cranston. 

The Ladies Room begins at 7:30pm on 
Friday, March 28. Tickets are $25 and can 
be purchased at http://courthousearts.org. 

���������
�
�
�����



Cranston Herald�� ������������������������

Frederick Louis Bo-
dreau Jr. was contract-
ed by Rocky Point 
Management to make a 
jump from an airplane 
on July 8, 1928 to thrill 
park guests. Bodreau, 
28, who worked as a parachute jumper and 
wing-walker, hired pilot Raymond Menard 
of Fall River to fly a plane belonging to 
Armand Pothier of Woonsocket for the 
spectacle.

The jump had been scheduled for 3 p.m. 
and as that time neared, Menard circled the 
drop area – about a quarter mile from the 
shore, between the park’s wharf and the 
Shore Dinner Hall. 

“How high are we flying?” Bodreau 
called to Menard.

“One-thousand two-hundred feet,” Men-
ard informed him.

“Throttle down the motor,” Bodreau di-
rected. As the plane slowed down and be-
gan to glide, Bodreau stepped out onto the 
wing and crouched down, a recently-
packed, brand new parachute harnessed to 
him. Those in the distance watched Bo-
dreau jump. The chute didn’t open. The 
young daredevil plummeted into the deep 
water below.

Two men on the shore pushed a small 
motorboat out into the water and hurried to 
the scene. The closed chute was providing 
buoyancy for the unconscious jumper and 
the two men attempted to pull him into the 
boat, one grabbing Bodreau’s head and the 
other grabbing the chute. During the recov-
ery, Bodreau slipped out of the harness and 
his body sunk below the surface of the 
water.

Professional diver Charles Crepeau 
searched the bay’s depth with no luck, fol-
lowed by Warwick Police unsuccessfully 
moving through the area with grappling 
hooks.

Bodreau, the son of Frederick Louis Bo-

dreau Sr. and Georgi-
anna (Marshall), was 
born in Pawtucket on 
April 23, 1906. He 
grew up on Lonsdale 
Avenue, his father – a 
United States Navy 

veteran – supporting a wife and two chil-
dren as a machinist in a machine shop. The 
family later removed to Fall River where 
the elder Frederick worked as a machine 
shop foreman. 

Bodreau had been honorably discharged 
from the United States Marine Corps in 
1927. He remained on the west coast where 
he performed the daredevil feats. He re-
turned to his parents’ home on Legion Way 
in Auburn in 1927. He was called back by 
the death of his 12-year-old sister Esther. 
At that time, he settled into a house in 
Cranston. By the summer of 1928, he and 
his wife Vivian were in the process of di-
vorce. 

Six days after the fatal jump, two men 
walking along Warwick Neck, discovered 
Bodreau’s body – clad in a red bathing suit 
and white skullcap – washed up on the 
shore. The cause of death was attributed to 
the shock of falling and striking the water. 

The cause of the parachute malfunction 
was determined to be an erroneous knot 
tied by Bodreau when he packed the chute. 
While one of the shroud lines was sup-
posed to contain a slip knot, he had alleg-
edly tied an inside-out knot by mistake. 
When he later pulled on the line, the knot 
tightened when it needed to loosen, leaving 
Bodreau to freefall over a thousand feet 
into the water below.  

Bodreau was buried in Springvale Cem-
etery in East Providence, where his sister 
and both of his parents lay. During his fu-
neral, a plane flying over the cemetery at a 
height of about 500 feet dropped three bou-
quets of roses and daisies in his memory.

As the Warwick Library tours  the U.S. in 
its “It Happened in America” film series, it 
will take a side trip for “Journeys of the 
Heart: A Film Series.” Come for four per-
sonal quests to satisfy a troubled soul and 
reach what may be an unreachable goal at 
Warwick Public Library on Tuesdays at 7 
p.m.

On March 25, 2025, see “Everything Ev-
erywhere All at Once” (2022), starring Mi-
chelle Yeoh and Jamie Lee Curtis. Can the 
possibilities of the multiverse save weary 
Evelyn Wang from her failing laundromat, 
marriage, and family relationships?

On April 1, watch “My Own Private Ida-
ho” (1991), starring River Phoenix and 
Keanu Reeves. Narcoleptic street hustler 
Mike Waters and Scott Favor, a fellow hus-

tler from a rich family, travel to Italy to look 
for Mike’s mother.

On April 8, enjoy “Dead Man” (1995), 
starring Johnny Depp and Gary Farmer. Na-
tive American nomad “Nobody” helps crit-
ically-wounded accountant William Blake 
cross the Northwest frontier and find a po-
etic death.

On April 15, sit back for “Moonlight” 
(2016), starring Trevante Rhodes and Nao-
mi Harris. As a child, teen, and young man, 
Chiron wrestles with neglect, physical and 
emotional abuse, and finding a way to be 
black and gay.

For more information, call (401) 739-
5440, x9758. The Library is located at 600 
Sandy Lane.

This event is free and open to all.

Parachute jumper found on 
Warwick shore 

Journeys of the Heart:
A Warwick Library

film series

Back in
the Day
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“Spring has sprung. The grass is riz. 
I wonder where the flowers is.” I re-
member this playful ode to spring 
from my days at Oakland Beach 
School. My mother was the president 
of the PTA, and this was the headline 
of the spring newsletter. Some attri-
bute these whimsical lines to Ogden 
Nash, while others credit an anony-
mous author. Wherever it originated, I 
appreciate its lighthearted spirit. It’s a 
joyous and carefree welcome to 
spring—one that comes to mind every 
year around this time.

I love springtime! The air feels 
fresher, and with the time change, the 
days seem so much longer. Add to 
that the warmth creeping up again, 
and I can’t help but skip around with 
joy.

Spring is said to be good for your 
health. Increased sunlight exposure 
boosts serotonin production, which, 
in turn, lifts your mood. Gone are the 
winter doldrums—days spent stuck 
indoors, wrapped in a warm blanket, 
eyes glazed over watching reruns on 
television while snow and ice linger 
outside. In their place comes the en-
ergy and excitement of spring fever.

The thawing temperatures awaken 
the earth, encouraging wildflowers to 
bloom. Crocuses are the first to peek 
through the soil, soon followed by 
pink tulips, purple hyacinths, and 
cheerful white and yellow daffodils. 
Spring is simply breathtaking!

Buds appear on the barren trees, 
and their leaves return. Birds are more 
plentiful, with many migratory birds 
returning from their winter homes, 
filling the air with cheerful songs. 
Robins, swallows, and bluebirds are 

among the first to reappear, and, if I 
am lucky, I can actually spot the birds 
in the trees rather than just hear their 
tweets.

Baseball season is back, and Hubby 
is once again cheering on the Red 
Sox. Every playing field in the com-
munity comes alive with activity, 
from Little Leaguers just starting out 
to seasoned high school teams. Mean-

while, spring soccer is in full swing, 
with players of all ages—from the ti-
niest tots to energetic adults—kicking 
off the season.

One of the best parts of spring is 
packing away my bulky winter clothes 
and reaching for lighter, breezier out-
fits. Gone are the heavy coats, thick 
sweaters, and fuzzy socks. I can fi-
nally pull out my short-sleeved shirts, 
dresses, and light sweaters. As I am 

doing so, a little voice in the back of 
my mind whispers a familiar worry 
that everything will not still fit after 
months of cozying up indoors and 
indulging in comfort foods. Those 
extra five pounds might have settled 
in a bit too comfortably. But that is 
okay, I love to go spring shopping at 
Kohl’s. I still love spring.

But wait… with all the beauty of 
spring comes an unwelcome guest—
pollen! As trees and flowers burst into 
bloom, they release tiny particles into 
the air, triggering seasonal allergies. 
Even after taking an allergy pill, I am 
not spared. My eyes water uncontrol-
lably, and my throat feels scratchy 
and dry, making my voice sound like 
the Hulk. My customary tiny sneezes 
come in rapid succession. (My dad 
used to sneeze one humongous sneeze 
which would scare the hell out of me 
and make me jump and pee in my 
pants, so I have always held back my 
sneezes into tiny bursts.)

Additionally, Rhode Island has 
seen its share of cold in the spring, 
with ice and snow bursting forth from 
the sky, covering the tender flowers. I 
even remember one blizzard on April 
Fool’s Day that dumped over a foot 
of snow. We were on our way to cel-
ebrate Easter with relatives in Con-
necticut when we got caught up in 
that snowstorm. The weather in 
March is unpredictable, with it often 
being warm during the day, only to 
wake up to frost on the car windshield 
the next morning.

I still love spring, with the promise 
of warmer weather to come.

Spring has sprung…time to 
skip with joy

Life 
Matters
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A concert of new jazz standards by Austin Burns & Elliott 
Talley will be held at Warwick Public Library on Sunday, 
March 23 at 2 p.m.

Jazz standards from the Great American Songbook can be 
up to a century old, so Austin and Elliott are updating it with 
new standards that sound classic but have a modern sensi-
bility. Hear tunes like “The Coffee Song,” “Romance Is Not 
a Silly Dream,” and the pandemic-themed “Ah Chu” sung 
with a magnificent blend of tenor voices and accompanied 
by keyboards and guitar.

Burns is a classically-trained performer, composer, and 
arranger with a degree in vocal performance from New 
England Conservatory. Talley is Director of Music for 
Union Congregational Church in East Bridgewater, Massa-
chusetts and a senior at New Bedford High School.

For more information, call (401) 739-5440, x9758. The 
Library is located at 600 Sandy Lane.

This event is free and open to all.

A concert of 
New Jazz 

Standards on 
March 23 at 

Warwick 
Library
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(Oscar Winner)

Did you know that over the years 17 actresses have won 
Oscars for playing prostitutes!

Along comes a virtually unknown young actress named 
Mikey Madison to play yet another woman of the streets 
and guess what?

She wins an Academy Award for Best Actress.
Know what else? She deserves it.
Madison plays Ani, a stripper who earns a little on the 

side when her customers want more.
She becomes enamored by one of her customers, the son 

of a rich Russian who hires her for a week of fun and 
games at his expensive New York apartment.

A visit to Vegas ends up at a wedding chapel and the two 
return to NYC as husband and wife.

Daddy finds out and sends his henchmen to collect the 
spoiled brat and quickly annul the marriage.

Ani resists in one of the funniest scenes we’ve seen in 
ages, as she takes on three enormous bad guys. 

The rich kid escapes, goes on a bender, as the body-
guards and Ani try to find him in another hilarious series 
of events.

The ending is both funny, sweet and clever.
If you missed this movie and want to see what all the 

praise is about, get over to the Showcase or rent it.

����������
* * * 

(Cerebral Spy Whodunnit)

Cate Blanchett and Michael Fassbender play British in-
telligence officers who happen to be married to each other.

When she is suspected of betraying her nation, he is 
faced with the choice of turning her in or covering up for 
her.

There are other suspects, and BLACK BAG quickly 
turns into a cerebral whodunnit.

The movis opens with the couple inviting three other 
people to dinner and concludes with the same setting, 
where all is revealed. There’s lots of dialogue and very 
little action as George tries to find the mole and save jolly 
old England from a secret code being leaked and thousands 
of innocent people dying.

Good performances, but occasionally hard to follow 
with all that spy talk and English accents.

���
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* * * ½ 

(Grim, eerie murder mystery)

If you like your murder mysteries on the grim and eerie 
side, this one from Germany is for you.

Brünhilde Blum owns a funeral home in a small ski re-
sort town. She is married to a local cop and has two chil-
dren and a father-in-law who lives with them.

Her husband is killed on his motorcycle by a hit and run 
driver and Blum sets out to find the killer, only to discover 
some nasty goings-on around town.

The series takes a number of turns as more bodies pile 
up as suspects are unturned.

Blum is an interesting and very dark character with some 
skeletons (literally) in her past and her present.

The series will give you the creeps as you witness Blum 
doing her handiwork with corpses.

Great ending.

See it on the
Screen
�����������������������

The public is invited to join ukulele beginners Ed, 
Judy, and Wil for a friendly and relaxed ukulele jam ses-
sion at Warwick Public Library Wednesday, March 26, 
at 6:30 p.m.

Ed, Judy, and Wil have been working with each other 
to learn new songs, chords, and strumming patterns, and 
you’re invited to be part of the group. Work on one tune 

each month until every player can confidently perform it 
with the group.

The Beginners Ukulele Jam runs on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month from March through October.

For more information, call (401) 739-5440, x9758. 
The Library is located at 600 Sandy Lane.

This event is free and open to all.

Public invited to join beginners ukulele jam

Salois of Psycle 
goes acoustic 

at Strings

There’s an energy that usually occurs when a band or 
musician performs at a particular venue for the first 
time. It’s an opportunity for folks who might not have 
heard them before to give their music a listen and it’s 
also an opportunity to create new networking opportuni-
ties and a new group of friends. It’s a cool thing to expe-
rience for both the performer and the audience, and if all 
goes according to plan, it won’t be the last time this 
happens at the establishment. 

For vocalist and guitarist Seth Salois from the Provi-
dence hard rock act Psycle, this is exactly what’s going 
to happen when he takes the stage on March 25 at 
Strings Bar & Grill in Johnston. Starting at 7pm, he’s 
going to be doing a full set of acoustic tunes and show-
ing a different aspect of his musical abilities. 

We had a talk ahead of the debut performance about 
what made him want to play stripped down versions of 
songs, having an evolving song list and a new record 
he’s been working on. 

Rob Duguay: What made you want to pursue this 
side gig of performing acoustically?

Seth Salois: I started doing it years ago and I really 
enjoyed it. I was doing it as part of a duo and it’s kind of 
a different platform for me, it allows me to interpret ver-
sions of songs that I really like. It also gives me the op-
portunity to strip things down and work on vocal stuff. 
It’s nice to front a loud rock band, but I’ve always en-
joyed those stripped down versions of songs. I love go-
ing out and being able to play in front of people in a 
different atmosphere, which is great.

RD: Does it feel drastically different for you to be 
performing by yourself with a guitar without a full-
fledged band behind you? If so, how do you handle it? 

SS: It’s definitely different because you’re under the 
microscope, but that’s partially the reason why I like it 
because it makes me really hone what I’m doing. I spend 
a lot of time practicing, rehearsing and making sure my 
voice is good. I try to push it even more when I’m doing 
acoustic stuff. To me, it also comes down to song choice. 
I try to pick things that people might not necessarily 
know the artist, but they know every word to the song. 

It’s stuff that I really enjoy, and I span everything from 
stuff by Peter Gabriel and El-
ton John all the way to the stuff 
I grew up on during the ‘90s, 
rock, alternative and grunge. 
Alice In Chains, Pearl Jam and 
stuff like that and even reinter-
preting songs by Linkin Park 
and Metallica. 

I try to be mindful of the 
songs that I’m picking, and I 
also want to give people an ap-
preciation for going out there 
and stripping it down while 
showing them that you can be 
vulnerable. You can just go lay 
it out there. It’s not really about 
mistakes or anything like that, it’s about being in tune 
with the audience. You can do a song a different way 
without being backed up by a bunch of other instruments 
and trying to create different energy can be a lot of fun. 

RD: That’s a cool approach to have. You just men-
tioned the songs that you play, and you do a mix of cov-
ers and originals with a growing song list that features 
The Beatles “While My Guitar Gently Weeps”, Incubus’ 
“Drive” and Elton John’s “Saturday Night’s Alright (For 
Fighting)” among others. When you first started pursu-
ing this outlet, how many songs did you learn how to 
play and how many did you already know given a rough 
estimate? Did you find yourself learning 30 songs to 
begin with, or did you already have an established rep-
ertoire from the get go? 

SS: I did have a lot of songs that I had played either 
as a cover with a band or stuff that I did when I first 
started playing solo acoustic years ago. Recently, what 
I’ve really tried to start to do is to take songs that I run 
into each other. For example, doing something like 
“Mary Jane’s Last Dance” by Tom Petty and going into 
a Bill Withers song. I’m staying in the same key and I’m 
able to transition into a different song to give a different 
flavor. It kind of makes a show within itself while stack-
ing songs that are fun to reinterpret like that. 

I try to look at it that way, but I’d say that I probably 
know around 150 songs. I’m always trying to add and 
I’m always asking people because I want to know what 

songs they like, which songs I would sound good doing 
or what they think would be enjoyable. I’m always try-
ing to get feedback or trying to play something that 
people enjoy, even if it’s a piece of it. I think that’s fun 
for people too. 

RD: When it comes to learning new material to grow 
the song list, do you make an effort to learn a new song 
on a daily basis? How would you describe your ap-
proach?

SS: What I try to do is I will go onto ultimate-guitar.
com, where you can learn a lot of songs through tabla-
ture and stuff like that. For me, I’ll start going through 
lists of decades and songs from the ‘70s, 80s and ‘90s. I 
also follow a bunch of different groups on Facebook and 
Instagram where people will put up songs randomly and 
I’ll just save them into a folder. I always try to add at 
least two, three or maybe four new songs into the rota-
tion. It’s nice to go to a new place where people hear you 
for the first time, but I’m lucky to have a lot of friends 
and people who follow me and they go to multiple 
shows, so it’s nice to always have something to include 
that’s new.

I’ll save them into a folder on my phone and when I 
have time I’ll sit down to go through a few songs and get 

to where I feel comfortable 
playing them. I’ll pick at 
least two and I’ll keep on 
adding them as I go, but I 
grab them from multiple 
places and then I’ll go back 
to chunk them out. 

RD: What are your 
thoughts on this upcoming 
show at Strings and are 
there any plans for either a 
solo album or a new record 
from Psycle in the near fu-
ture? 

SS: I’m really excited 
about the show. I have a lot 

of friends who’ve played at Strings and my friend Rob 
Davis, who is also a local musician, has helped me out 
with stuff and he always has an open ear. He does so 
many shows and there’s so many good artists who are 
playing there too. Rob told me that Strings is a great 
place for music, so I’m looking forward to it and I’ve 
been really lucky to play the venues I’ve been able to 
play at. There’s great ownership, some good crowds and 
I’m hoping to add on to that. 

I’m also doing a solo album. I’ve been working with 
Chris Piquette at No Boundaries Studios [in North 
Kingstown] and he also recorded Psycle’s first EP and 
our full-length album. We’ve stayed close over the 
years, so I told him that I had these songs, and I really 
wanted to do something original. We’ve been fleshing 
out these ideas and I’m going to be heading back there 
soon to do the vocals for the second single, so we’re 
probably going to be doing a full five song EP. I’m go-
ing to release three or four songs off of it as singles 
along with a bunch of media behind it to push it while 
getting as many ears on it as possible. 

It’s the first time I’ve done a solo album and just being 
able to sit with Chris in a room and design these songs 
the way I want them to has been great. Hopefully people 
like it and I can get some cats together to play it live, 
which is an exciting possibility. I’ve been sitting on 
these songs for a bit and I’m really excited for people to 
hear them. 
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PrimeTime

A
Thanks for agreeing to do this, Alan. There is a lot to discuss. Let’s start 

by getting into some of your pursuits since leaving The Providence 
Journal, where during a long career you rose to the title of Executive 

Editor. You are an editor at SlashGear.com. Tell us about that.
I hadn’t thought about how much fun it would be to edit stories about cars, 

planes, ships, and other tech stuff before I got the job as a news editor with 
SlashGear. But last week I got to edit stories about a newly commissioned 
class of Chinese warships; how apps like Google Maps and Waze avoid traffic 
jams; and why current and former U.S. presidents aren’t allowed to drive — 
among many others. We check all the facts in a story as well as correcting 
spelling and grammar, so our stories are pretty airtight by the time they’re 
posted. I get to suggest stories, too (the story about the Chinese warships was 
one of my ideas), and I’m about to start training new writers for the site. So 
SlashGear scratches a lot of itches for me.

A true passion of yours is as a reviewer of audiobooks. Along with other 
duties, you reviewed them for over 20 years while at The Journal – and 
now at the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, Johnston SunRise, The 
Reminder, and  The Valley Breeze Newspapers. Why audiobooks? 

Partly, it’s that they help me make good use of my time — I can listen to 
a book while driving or taking a walk or dealing with the dishes, which I 
can’t do while reading. But it’s more than that. Audiobooks have an extra 
dimension that print books lack — the performance.

What makes for a great audiobook?
A top-notch book, plus a terrific multi-actor cast or an excellent narrator. 

A great narrator can bring a book to life in a way the little voice in your 
head just can’t. They use different accents, they shift their timbre depending 
on whether a man or a woman is speaking, and they have a whole host of 
characters they animate in varying ways. They can elevate a so-so book to 
something that’s really enjoyable, and when they’re reading a good book it’s 
even better. There are lots of wonderful audiobook narrators today.

Audiobooks help Rosenberg make good use 
of his time. Here he listens while drying dishes. 
Photo submitted by Avis Gunther-Rosenberg

  udiobooks
  erformance

Enjoying the

ofP
Q & A with editor and writer

Alan Rosenberg
b y  G .  W A Y N E  M I L L E R

O c e a n  S t a t e  S t o r i e s

Some audiobooks today have 
“narrators” that are not people but AI-
generated. Your thoughts on those?

I’ve only listened to one AI-narrated 
book, but I wasn’t a fan of it. It was a 
reasonably good facsimile of a human 
voice, but then it would mispronounce a 
word or pause in a strange place, which 
pulled me right out of the story.

How do you choose your titles?
I look first for Rhode Island authors and 

subjects. There are a surprising number 
of Rhode Islanders — both established 
writers like Ann Hood and newer talents 
like Vanessa Lillie and Riss M. Neilson — 
who are being published today. And even 
non-Rhode Islanders will sometimes pick 
Rhode Island subjects or settings to write 
about.

Beyond Rhode Island, I try to pick New 
England-based books. After that, I’m 
looking for whatever interests me. History, 
science fiction, mysteries, literary fiction, 
actors’ autobiographies — there’s a long 
list. I figure if I’m interested and enjoy a 
book, I can convey why potential listeners 
might like it, too.

Also, I try to pick a diverse set of authors 

and topics, so anyone in my audience can 
see themselves reflected in the audiobooks 
over time.

What schooling and jobs did you 
have before coming to The Providence 
Journal?

I went to Northwestern University’s 
Medill School of Journalism, which had 
and still has a program that places students 
in newsrooms around the country. I took 
an unpaid internship with the Herald-
Dispatch in Huntington, West Virginia, 
which led to a paid internship there, which 
led to one at the Detroit Free Press. And 
there I was lucky enough to work with 
Marty Kohn and Carol Stocker, who both 
had come to the Free Press from The 
Providence Journal, and who talked a lot 
about how great both The Journal and 
Rhode Island were. And, of course, they 
were right.

Let’s indulge in a bit of nostalgia 
about The Projo. You and I were there 
together for about four decades. Any 
favorite memories?

Oh, gosh, so many. The Journal’s former 
bureau in Greenville, where I worked 
with folks like Frank Prosnitz, Debbie 

Horne, Peter Gosselin and Gregg Krupa. 
Wandering around the old Providence 
police station as a young reporter, getting 
to know the cops and trying to dig out news. 
Covering both trials of Claus von Bulow, 
which involved competing with reporters 
from all over the world. My years in 
Features, working alongside unforgettable 
personalities like Andy Smith, Gail Ciampa 
and Michael Janusonis, just for starters 
— and where I got to interview William 
Shatner and Majel Barrett, and review 
restaurants along with my wife, Avis 
Gunther-Rosenberg. And working with 
my team as executive editor, especially 
Mike McDermott, Michael Delaney and 
Whitman Littlefield. I guess it’s really the 
people I remember most fondly.

What do you see as the biggest problem 
facing journalism today?

When I became The Journal’s executive 
editor in May of 2017, I wrote that the 
news media faced “the hostility of a 
president who has labeled the news 
media as the nation’s enemy, and the 
suspicion of those who think he might be 
right.” Today, journalists face the same 
conditions, only more so: a president who 

now seems implacably opposed to fact-
based journalism, and is working hard to 
undermine it, as well as the open scorn 
of many of his followers. It’s not clear to 
me how journalists can break through that 
scorn so that the information on which 
people base their decisions is factual, 
rather than being driven by ideology.

Finally, what advice would you have 
for young and emerging reporters and 
writers?

Understand that this is a historically hard 
time to start out and prepare yourself for a 
long and winding road in trying to make a 
living as a reporter. Be ready to work long 
hours for not much pay, if you’re lucky 
enough to get a job, and to take photos 
and shoot videos as well as reporting and 
writing. Make sure you’re building your 
own brand as well as burnishing your 
employer’s, because you might find your 
job evaporating at any moment. And above 
all, try to conduct yourself ethically in 
everything you do. It takes a lifetime to 
build a reputation, and as we’ve seen so 
often over the last few years, just one false 
step or ill-considered social-media post to 
blow it all away.
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Like spring sweeps away win-
ter’s doldrums, it’s time to open 
the windows to my memories 
and let the fresh air in. Our jour-
ney through life is like a stone 
wall, built rock by rock, held 
together by mortar of recollections and 
experiences. This column has been 65 
years in the making and it’s a validation 
that the past shapes our present.

Recently, I saw the movie, “Twelve 
Mighty Orphans.” The film chronicles a 
Depression-era football team of 12 Tex-
as orphans fighting for respect and rec-
ognition after being abandoned by their 
birth parents. Twelve Mighty Orphans 
brought me back to a past life.

My sister and I lived part of the win-
ter and spring of 1959 at St. Aloysius 
Home, an orphanage in Greenville. My 
mother was hospitalized for an extended 
time and my father had to keep his job 
in the plating room of a local jewelry 
manufacturing shop. My sister and I sat 
silently in a dimly lit, foreboding office 
while my father made the arrangements 
for our admission. We spent weekdays 
St. Aloysius Home; and returned home 
on weekends. Every Sunday, we would 
return to St. Aloysius. It must have been 
very hard on my father. 

My ‘bedroom’ at St. Aloysius was a 
ward. My ‘closet’ was an olive drab met-
al locker for my clothes and a few per-
sonal items. My most prized possession 
was a brand-new hockey stick my father 
had bought for me. I looked forward to 
playing hockey on the frozen pond in the 
back of the orphanage. It’s the only fond 
memory I have of my time there.

Every morning, we were ushered into 
a cavernous bathroom with a long 
row of sinks to wash up and brush 

our teeth under the watchful eyes of 
the religious sisters. After breakfast, 
we walked to the school building next 
door. Often, I was called on to encour-
age my younger sister to eat. It was 
evident that the trauma of being in the 
strange and intimidating surroundings 
affected her deeply.

The plain brick school building did 
not resemble the gothic structure that 
housed our Tyler School in the parish 
of the cavernous Cathedral of Saints 
Peter and Paul in Providence. The 
building at St. Aloysius was not the 
only thing that was unsettling. I had 
trouble adjusting to new subjects, new 
teachers, and the new atmosphere. I 
felt lost and lonely.

  Thankfully, my mother came home in 
May and we went back to Tyler School. 
I can still feel the gentle spring breezes 
drifting through classrooms with ancient 
wooden desks with ink wells bolted to 
the floors. In retrospect, it was a com-
forting metaphor for a new start.

Even though many years have passed, 
my time at St. Aloysius remains a part of 
my present. My wife and I never wanted 
our children to be uprooted. We wanted 
to give them the type of childhood de-
void of upheaval. And despite some 
bumps in the road and the usual child-
hood ‘crises’ we achieved that goal.

We spent countless hours at sporting 
and cheerleading events. We were very 
accessible to them, and they knew that 
they were safe and secure. To this day, 
our three children maintain a close re-

lationship although my daughter 
lives in North Providence, one son 
is in Las Vegas; and my other son 
just moved to Vero Beach. Like 
many parents, we did our best to 
install in them the characteristics 

that would serve them well in their lives. 
We are proud that each of them is a gen-
erous and caring person.

We have five grandchildren now. I be-
lieve that my experiences as a temporary 
resident of St. Aloysius Home, and my 
wife, as a member of a large, loving fam-
ily has inspired us to become an impor-
tant part of their lives. We have joyfully 
established a very close relationship 
with our 21-year-old twin granddaugh-
ters and our 15-year-old grandson. We 
are determined to be the same attentive 
and caring grandparents to our six-year 
old grandson and three-year-old grand-
daughter.

The lessons of the past have melded 
into the present.

Larry Grimaldi is a freelance writer 
from North Providence. Larry and his 
wife Kathy are co-authors of “Wan-
dering Across America,” a chronicle 
of their cross-country road trip, and 
“Cooking with Mammie,” a collection 
of family recipes prepared with their 
grandchildren. He has also written the 
anthologies, “50 Shades of Life, Love, 
and Laughter, Volumes I & II;.”  The 
anthologies are a collection of previ-
ously published columns, used with the 
permission of Beacon Communications. 
For more information, or comments, e-
mail lvgrimaldi49@gmail.com or visit 
fruithillpublishing.my.canva.site/

Place your ad in our monthly section Place your ad in our monthly section 
aimed at active seniors in the aimed at active seniors in the 

prime of their lives!prime of their lives!

PrimeTime
For details, call 401.732.3100For details, call 401.732.3100

Ready to enter the 
Housing Market?

Sellers, prepare your home for qualifi ed buyers.
Freshen up the exterior to welcome buyers.

Clean windows to let the sunshine in.
Dust off  the cobwebs in the basement. 

Buyers, get your fi nances in order and be ready
when that perfect home is listed for sale.
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The Past Shapes Your Present
MY SIDE OF THINGS
b y L A R R Y  G R I M A L D I

March is one of those months that is almost 
like the beginning. The year is fully under-
way. There are signs of spring and its newness 
everywhere. The trees are now waking up, 
stretching their limbs to the sky. Spring bulbs 
are coming out of hiding — sticking their ten-
der green shoots up out of the ground to take 
their first breath of spring air — waking up to 
their official ‘New Year’.

 Spring sports start and tracks and fields, 
basketball and tennis courts come alive again. 
It’s as if we’ve suddenly emerged from hiding, 
too. Mild air and longer days make us smile.

New beginnings are everywhere. A new be-
ginning happened for me in March long ago. My 
oldest daughter, Rachel, was born on March 25. 
I promised her I wouldn’t mention the year, but I 
was 26 and she now has two children — nearly 
grown — Michael is 20 and Abby is 18.

I remember holding this 8 lb. 2 oz. little be-
ing in my arms as I was being wheeled from 
the delivery room to my hospital room in 
the old Lying-In, the same hospital where I 
was born.

New Beginnings
MY MEMOIRS
b y  S U S A N  D E A N

● BEGINNINGS to next page

● BEGINNINGS from previous page



Cranston Herald 19Thursday, March 20, 2025

ASSISTED LIVING

A Not for Profit Organization                  CareLink Member

401-461-1444

Accepting admissions in our Assisted Living
The Destination of Choice for Wellness and Eldercare 

Call for more information about our new “Senior Living Option”

www.ScandinavianCommunities.org

50 Warwick Avenue, Cranston, RI  02905

Last month I ended this column 
encouraging you to check out a lo-
cal senior center as one way to learn 
more about services available to 
older adults in Rhode Island. This 
month, I want to make sure you 
know where to find one. Not every single city or town in Rhode 
Island has a senior center, but every single city and town has 
programming for older adults.

How do I know this?
The State of Rhode Island allocates funds for Senior Services 

Supports through its annual budget and those funds are dis-
tributed by the Office of Healthy Aging to 51 municipal and 
community agencies.

 Do you know where your senior center or community center 
is? You can go on-line to the Office of Healthy Aging website, 
(https://oha.ri.gov/), or call the Aging and Disability Resource 
Center, 401-462-4444 to find one.

As Rhode Island’s older adult population has grown, so has 
the commitment of the State to these important resources. In 
2021, when Governor McKee took office, $800,000 were allo-
cated to these communities. In each budget he has introduced, 
he has increased the state’s investment. So now, in 2025, $1.4 
million was distributed throughout Rhode Island communities. 
Additionally, in his proposed budget for next year, Governor 
McKee recommended another increase to bring that amount to 
$1.6 million.

Throughout Rhode Island’s 39 cities and towns there are 
centers where you could join a walking club, take an exercise 
class, learn how to use the latest iPad, share a meal, gain a new 
skill, volunteer your time, get support with the questions that 
you have about aging, or simply enjoy time with friends. Each 
center is unique, just as each community and each older person 
is unique.

One of the most important things I’ve come to appreciate 
since becoming the Director of the Office of Healthy Aging, is 
the great diversity within our older adult population and pro-
gramming, from age ranges to center offerings. Each center 
mirrors the geographic or cultural community it serves.

At the Cranston Senior Center, you could play chess, talk to a 
nurse, or hone your ballroom dancing skills.

At the Pilgrim Senior Center in Warwick, you could create 
sculptures, catch a movie, or learn about Medicare plans.

And at the Johnston Senior Center you could play bocce, 
plant a garden or go to a blood-pressure clinic. At other centers 

throughout the state, seniors are record-
ing podcasts, painting with watercolors, 
engaging in intergenerational programs, 
discussing current events, and more. 
These are just a few examples.

Senior Services Supports are also 
used to ensure that older adults can find connection and sup-
ports within their own cultural or faith communities. There are 
centers serving Southeast Asians, Spanish-speaking individu-
als, and African immigrants, as well as LGBTQ+ older adults, 
veterans, rural Rhode Islanders, and individuals with physical 
disabilities.

In recent years, the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) has identified social isolation and/or loneliness as 
being as great a risk to health as smoking. We all know af-
ter decades of surgeon general reports and scientific research 
that smoking can be hazardous to your health. Who would’ve 
thought that the act of being lonely could have the same impact?

CDC research shows how common it is to feel a lack of social 
connection. About one third of the older adults in the US report 
“feeling lonely,” and about one quarter of them report “a lack 
of social and emotional support.” Older adults are particularly 
at risk of loneliness, and that can increase their risk of heart 
disease, depression, dementia, and type 2 diabetes.

Older adults in Rhode Island, however, are lucky. In every 
community of our state, and across every level of government, 
there is consensus that Rhode Islanders deserve an older adult-
hood full of learning, fun activities, shared experiences, and 
thoughtful, individual supports. Governor McKee highlights 
his dedication to that shared goal through his continued sup-
port of the Senior Services 
Supports funding in the state 
budget. At the 51 commu-
nity centers across the state, 
dedicated staff and volunteers 
make those experiences possi-
ble for older adults every day.

So, this column ends as the 
last one did. There is a place 
to get answers to your ques-
tions, connect to services, de-
velop new interests, and make 
new friends – at any age! Pop 
into your local senior center 
and discover your community.

b y  M A R I A  C I M I N I

 Rachel had bright red hair — a surprise 
since I’m blond and her father has dark brown 
hair. We thought this baby would be either 
light or dark or somewhere in-between… 
but red?

 But my grandmother was a redhead — not 
the bright carrot top that Rachel was — my 
grandmother’s hair was a coppery auburn 
shade. And my mother was a strawberry 
blond. So, I guess having a redheaded baby 
wasn’t so surprising after all. I remember my 
grandfather, at 89, holding Rachel for the first 
time when she was just days old.

 He said, “She’s like Lydia — her hair.” Lyd-
ia being his wife, my grandmother — who had 
died six years earlier.

 I remember wondering about this little new 
life — her beginnings. How would her years 
unfold? What would the world look like as she 
grew? It was a new beginning for me, too, as 
I began to navigate motherhood for the first 
time. 

 We have another new beginning in our fam-
ily this year. My youngest daughter, Gretchen, 
gave birth to a beautiful baby girl — Madeline 
May-Louise. A lot of thinking went into her 
name.

 Madeline was my aunt’s name. As a child I 
thought it was so old-sounding and felt sorry 
for her that she was often called “Auntie Mad” 
by us — her nieces and nephews — although 
she was anything but. She was sweet and lov-
ing, nurturing and caring — never “mad” in 
any sense.

 My daughters were especially close to Aunt 
Madeline. She provided a listening ear and 
gave them sage life advice along with sharing 
her recipes and cooking tips. Gretchen is an 
occupational therapist and when Aunt Mad-
eline began to physically fail Gretchen helped 
her adapt at home. Aunt Madeline was a fa-
vorite of mine, too. We shared lunch or dinner 
often — usually at her apartment where she’d 

create a fabulous meal and we’d talk for hours. 
Aunt Madeline died in July, 2021 at age 91. 
She’s still missed by all of us and is remem-
bered with the purest of love.

 Gretchen chose to name her new little one 
after Aunt Madeline, which makes us all smile 
— so fitting in every way.

 Her middle name, May-Louise, was equally 
thought out and deliberately chosen. Gretch-
en’s oldest son, Anthony, was born in May, 
and it’s also my birth month. Gretchen’s sec-
ond son, Jack, had a medical emergency this 
past May at 18 months old, a very scary epi-
sode where he was rushed to Hasbro by res-
cue. Jack spent several days intubated and on 
a ventilator in the pediatric ICU. He recovered 
fully and is an active and healthy 2-year-old. 
May was the month when we were frightened 
beyond words, but then blessed with a miracle, 
also beyond words.

 May was also my grandmother’s middle 
name — the same one who passed her red hair 
down to Rachel. And May was also my great-
grandmother’s middle name.

 Louise was my mother’s name. My mother 
died in 1995 when Gretchen was 9. Gretchen 
remembers her, but didn’t have the time to get 
to know her as fully as her older sisters had. 
But she remembers the deep love she felt from 
her grandmother.

  My mother often told me that she 
didn’t like her name — Louise — and I won-
dered what she’d think about her great-grand-
daughter being named after her. This led me to 
thinking how Madeline might feel, too.

 Since Gretchen was having a girl after hav-
ing two boys, we decided to give her a small 
shower — a ‘sprinkle’ — just family and close 
friends. The night before the gathering I was 
alone in the house. It was a wintry cold night 
— all was quiet and still. The doorbell rang 
— just once. I looked out the window and saw 

Combat isolation, check out your local senior center

● BEGINNINGS to next page

● BEGINNINGS from previous page
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Roofing & 
ConstRuCtion llC

Free estimates
Licensed & insured ri reG 48467

Brian: 401-855-8900
14 WaLnut st., WarWick ri 02888

We want referrals! Not call backs!!

All Jobs Done 110%

Aches and Pains?
CONTACT US!

No MD referral needed!

401-205-3423

✓Fall 
  Prevention
✓accessibility
✓aging in Place

Visit our showroom:

322 South Pier Rd.
Narragansett
401-429-3882

Free
Home Safety
Assessment

grab bars, stairlifts,
roll-in shower conversions, 

ramps, elevators & More
OakleyHomeAccess.com

RI Reg#39572

inquire about the ri state grant to help reimburse
up to 50% oFF moSt projectS!

Maximizing Mobility

SENIORSENIOR
RESOURCE GUIDERESOURCE GUIDE

Get YOUR message out 
to local seniors for just

FOR ONLY 
$4000

PER MONTH
Ad Size 2.5” x 2.5”

Call 401.732.3100

Are you in need 
of Junk removal?

INSIDE OR OUTSIDE

Let Kamco take care of your 
clutter or unwanted items

WE DO THE HEAVY LIFTING FOR YOU 
Call for a quote

KAMCO JUNK REMOVAL
(401) 442-2562

Also offering demolition prep work for kitchen & 
bathroom remodeling and home improvement

www.kamcojunkremoval.com

REGISTERED                                                                                   INSURED

�����������������
��������


���

	�
�	��
����������������������������������������������������������
������������

������������������������

Choose

Senior Housing Apartments
as your new home

April 12, 
2024

ripbs.org

Tickets 
on sale now

March 28, 2025
WaterFire Arts Center

Providence, RI

Laura M. KrohnLaura M. Krohn
ELDER LAW ATTORNEY, INC.ELDER LAW ATTORNEY, INC.

Asset Protection • Powers of Attorney
Medicaid Planning • Medicaid Applications

Wills & Trusts • Probate of Estates

For new clients, please send Laura an email at
appointmentwithlaura@gmail.com

or visit www.seniorguideri.com

April 11, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm
April 25, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm

May 9, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm
May 23, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm

Seating is limited to 12 attendees per seminar and reservations are required. 
Please call to reserve your seat.

420 Scrabbletown Road, Suite C | Scrabbletown Professional Center 
North Kingstown, RI 02852 | 401-398-8383

Laura will host Medicaid and Estate Planning Seminars on the following dates:

no one — no cars, no Amazon truck, nothing. 
I opened the front door and looked down the 
street and it was empty. And there were no 
footprints in the snow. Why did the doorbell 
ring?

The next morning I was again alone in the 
house and in the shower — getting ready for 
the baby shower. While I was in the shower, I 
heard a noise and saw that the bathroom door 
had unlatched itself and opened about three 
inches. There were no breezes, no reason for 
this to happen. I wasn’t afraid, but I wondered.

Maybe the doorbell ringing and the bath-
room door opening were signs due. Did Mad-
eline and Louise — my aunt and my mother 
— send me these signs to let me know that 
they’re tickled pink that my new granddaugh-

ter shares their names? My aunt and my moth-
er were close friends for more than fifty years 
— I can picture them laughing together and 
concocting a way to communicate their ap-
proval. It makes me smile.

March — new beginnings that signal the 
circle of life — birth, growth, death, and signs 
of rebirth. From the time of Rachel’s March 
birth heralding her new life as well as my 
new beginning into motherhood, to Madeline 
May-Louise’s start in life, to the signs of the 
earth waking up. There is assurance that life 
circles on. Not just through the seasons — but 
through the generations, too. Signs are every-
where and I see them as the earth physically 
awakens and I feel them also in my heart. I just 
have to remember to notice. 

Here we go again. Periodically we hear 
proposals to get rid of the penny. There was a 
major effort in 2014, and I wrote about it then. 
President Trump has now officially ordered 
the U.S. mint to stop producing the penny and 
I’ve decided to revisit the issue to remind us 
of the potential consequences.

The first thought that comes to my mind is 
still: “Where would that leave penny loafers?” 
I suppose they’d have to become dime loaf-
ers; a nickel wouldn’t fit in the slot. Actually, 
I can’t remember the last time I saw someone 
wearing penny loafers, with or without coins, 
so I don’t see this as a major impediment to 
discontinuing the penny.

The plans to jettison the penny generally 
propose rounding sales up or down to the 
nearest nickel (a so-called ‘rounding tax’ 
since so many prices end in 99 cents). Some 
economists are advocating that the govern-
ment stop minting the nickel, too. If we also 
drop the nickel, we’ll need to round up or 
down to the nearest dime. It costs 14.5 cents 
to make a nickel; a penny costs 3.7 cents, 
which is twice what it costs to make a dime.

Canada discontinued minting its penny 
in 2012. Their penny is still accepted as le-
gal tender up there, but I suspect that there 
aren’t a lot of Canadian pennies still in circu-
lation. If you’re paying with cash, purchases 
are rounded to the nearest nickel. U.S. banks 
won’t accept the Canadian penny. Based on 
recent tariff discussions, I doubt the U.S. gov-
ernment will take any comfort in how suc-
cessful Canada has been in getting rid of their 
penny.

Another use for the penny that came to 
my attention recently was using it to mea-
sure the tread on your tires. Insert a penny 
upside down between two of the treads. If 
any part of Lincoln’s head is covered, your 
tires are still good. If all of his head is visible, 
the tread is dangerously worn and you should 
replace your tires. You may want to keep a 
few pennies stashed away somewhere just for 
this purpose once they’ve disappeared from 
circulation.

Even once we stop minting the penny, the 
U.S. will continue to lose money minting 
its other coins. Maybe we should become a 
changeless society. There are some sugges-
tions to that end floating around, as well as 
some that we should become cashless al-
together and just use plastic or some type 
of chip mechanism. If that happens, you 
can be sure there will be plenty for me to 
write about.

If the potential financial costs to consumers 
aren’t enough disincentive for these propos-
als (pun intended), here are some emotional 
ones to consider if we remove ‘penny’ from 
our collective conscience.

Getting rid of the penny would be the death 
knell for the penny ante. Not to get too maud-
lin, but I still have the tin full of pennies that 
my late mother used when she played poker 
with her lady friends. My mother died in 
1995, and the last member of her card group 
died in 2012 at age 103. Their penny tin lives 
on, as full as it was after their last game.

The title (and lyrics) of the Beatles’ song 
Penny Lane would have to be changed. Some-
how Two-Bit Alley just doesn’t have the same 
ring. And if the nickel also gets discontinued, 
we won’t be able to press that into service to 
replace “Fifth.” Saks Nickel Avenue sounds 
sketchy anyway.

The expression: “I’m like a bad penny; 
I keep turning up” would lose its meaning. 
There would be no good pennies, and pennies 
in general would no longer keep turning up. 
I’m not sure how we would replace this. “I’m 
like a discontinued penny; I keep rounding 
up” comes to mind (but quickly moves on). 

Continuing with expressions consider: 
“For what it’s worth, that’s my two cents.” 
Turns out your two cents have actually 
been worth four cents, but what would it 
be worth now? Would you be “dropping 
a dime”?

How about your Penny Valentine? If you 
sent her roses on February 14, would she be-
come your Dime A Dozen Valentine? What-
ever you called her and whatever you sent her, 
what used to cost a pretty penny would now 
cost an arm and a leg.

It’s all just too sad to contemplate. 
Tissue, anyone?

Copyright 2025 Business Theatre Unlim-
ited.

Elaine M. Decker’s books include Retire-
ment Downsizing—A Humorous Guide, Re-
tirement Sparks, Retirement Sparks Again, 
Retirement Sparks Redux and CANCER: A 
Coping Guide. Her essays appear in the an-
thologies: 80 Things To Do When You Turn 
80 and 70 Things To Do When You Turn 70. 
All are available on Amazon.com. Contact 
her at: emdecker@ix.netcom.com 

● BEGINNINGS from previous page

b y E L A I N E  D E C K E R

Save the Penny – Again
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Spports
Centerline opens its doors

Hawks fall in state final

New pickleball 
club offers 8 
courts across 
22,000 square 
feet of space
By ALEX SPONSELLER

Herald Sports Editor

Centerline Pickleball 
Club celebrated its grand 
opening last Saturday at its 
new facility in Warwick, 
which opened its doors to 
the public last month.

The state’s latest pickle-
ball facility offers eight 
new courts along with a 
private function room for 
gatherings and boasts an 
experienced group of certi-
fied coaches to guide play-
ers of all skill levels as they 
learn the sport and develop 
their skills.

Centerline Pickleball 
Club offers multiple mem-
bership options, which pro-
vide members with advan-
tages such as free open 
play, discounts on rentals as 
well as discounts on leagues 
and clinics. Non-members 
are also welcome to join 
free play.

The facility also hosts 
birthday parties, corporate 
team building and private 
events. Centerline also has 
its own pro shop and lounge 
area. 

Rhode Island has seen its 
pickleball community flour-
ish in recent years and it is 
considered one of the fast-
est-growing sports in the 
world with 60 countries 
playing. The Centerline 
team, led by owner Gary 
Bucci, was thrilled to final-
ly see its dream come to 
fruition and welcome locals 
to join what is now the 
state’s largest indoor pick-
leball facility with over 
22,000 square feet of space.

“The road getting here 
● OPENS to page 24

By ALEX SPONSELLER
Herald Sports Editor

The second-seeded Bish-
op Hendricken basketball 
team fell to La Salle 75-60 
in the Rhode Island Inter-
scholastic League State 
Championship on Sunday 
night at the Ryan Center at 
the University of Rhode Is-
land. La Salle finished the 
season with a perfect in-
state record and defeated 
the Hawks for the third time 
this season in the process.

Despite leading 33-28 at 
halftime, the Hawks were 
unable to hold off the late 
La Salle rally, which saw 
the Rams outscore them by 
13 points in the final quar-
ter. The Rams got to the 
free throw line a whopping 
22 times in the final two 
minutes and converted on 
17 of them.

Hendricken was led by 
junior Deion Ellis Cipriano, 
who had a breakout perfor-
mance with 17 points 
scored. Michael D’Ambra 
added 10 while Jakob Reyes 
scored nine.

The Hawks topped de-
fending champion Classical 
70-67 in an overtime thrill-
er in the semifinals the pre-
vious night. D’Ambra led 
the way with 17 points.

Hendricken finished the 
season with a 22-8 overall 
record and was the runner 

● HAWKS to page 24

By ALEX SPONSELLER
Herald Sports Editor

The Edgewood Sailing School is ramping up its prepara-
tions for another summer on the water and will be hosting 
some of its annual events along with some new additions 
as well.

Taking the reins as the school’s sailing director is Skylar 
Batz. Batz, a Providence native, has been sailing since she 
was 8 years old and has been an instructor since she was 
16. Her sailing career began at Community Boating Center 
in Providence and then she moved to Herreshoff in Bristol 
as a teenager before taking the job at Edgewood.

Sailing has become Batz’ passion over the years and she 
is excited to bring her perspective to students at Edgewood 

Edgewood Sailing 
School welcomes 
new director, adds 
STEM program

● EDGEWOOD to page 24
Deion Ellis-Cipriano on Sunday night. Beacon Media photo by Alex Sponseller

The Centerline Pickleball 
Club staff, along with 
local officials including 
Warwick Mayor Frank 
Picozzi and Cranston 
Mayor Ken Hopkins, cut 
the ribbon during the 
grand opening ceremony 
last Saturday morning 
(above). A look at some of 
the new courts in the 
22,000 square foot facility 
(at left). Beacon Media 
photos by Alex Sponseller

Pictured are members of the Edgewood Yacht Club 
and Sailing School leadership team, including sailing 
director Skylar Batz (far right). Submitted photo
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Real Estate
Transactions

COVENTRY

32 Hazard St Andreoni, Ryan Karvounis, Lance 2/26 $410,000
891 Carrs Ln Tougas, Andrew J and Carr, Robert A Beck, Mitchell R and Beck, Kate L 2/27 $480,000

CRANSTON

11 Bain St Santos, Andreina Halley, Nicole M 2/28 $375,000
1286-R Narragansett Blvd Dillon, Margaret M Klipfel, Adam A and Klipfel, Cindy E 2/26 $900,000
14 Whipple Ave Rodi, Lisa Jean, Esmide L 2/28 $415,000
167 Armington St Spreiser, Elan J Payot, Renee and Flores-Perez, Iehsus S 2/26 $565,000
169 Albert Ave Ri Hsng & Mtg Fin Corp Lapierre, Stephen W 2/24 $1
169 Albert Ave Lot 2158 Ri Hsng & Mtg Fin Corp Lapierre, Stephen W 2/24 $1
169 Albert Ave Lapierre, Stephen W Smith & Oak Dev Co LLC 2/25 $589,000
169 Morgan St Canavan, Tara M and Mills, Phillip Mills, Isaiah 2/28 $410,000
17 Loring St Caramante, Stephanie Cityview Homes Inc 2/28 $265,000
175 Hoffman Ave Lot 405 Ragosta, Louis J and Ragosta, Monique D Relli, Robert 2/26 $329,000
255 Scituate Ave Lot B Catanzaro, Anthony Mayer, Alisha 2/27 $365,000
44 Delta St Voller, Ralph M Libassi, Glenn S and Manchester, Juliana M 2/27 $400,000
50 Elton Cir Dominguez, Janice Chofay, Zachary A 2/28 $415,000
6 Sweet Corn Dr Lot 6 Rocco J Andreozzi Jr Irt and Andreozzi, Rocco J Squizzero Ft and Squizzero, Virginia A 2/28 $560,000
62 Old Spring Rd 14 Prop LLC Bianco, Philip J 2/26 $515,000
9 Iroquois Ln Ri Hsng & Mtg Fin Corp James J & Cherie A Ferrei 2/24 $1
95 Ashburton Dr Lot 95 Shemanski Karen T Est and Black, Angela Costa, Nicole and Costa, Adeline 2/27 $450,000
956 Oaklawn Ave Medeiros, David and Lopes-Bueso, Rosendo A Link, Kimberly A 2/24 $340,000

EAST GREENWICH

158 Division St Oneil, David and Oneil, Samantha T Allanbrook, Brian and Allanbrook, Kerri 2/28 $1,300,000
76 Cindyann Dr Beaudoin, Jason G and Beaudoin, Shelley Decarli, Kathryn and Decarli, John 2/25 $1,025,000
98 Division St Park, Damon and Park, Erica Gluck, David and Gluck, Jessica 2/28 $530,000

EXETER

110 Mail Rd Lena R Novo RET and Brule, Paul A North View Farm LLC 2/28 $1,245,000
125 Stony Ln Raymond, Katherin M Chabot, Tyler H and Chabot, Taylor L 2/27 $558,000
77-A Miskiania Ln Diuccio, Biagio S and Diuccio, Stephanie S Miskiania Trail LLC 2/24 $280,000

JOHNSTON

16 Mill St Mccreery, James E Azylor Build & Design LLC, 3/4 $235,000
25 Water St Benedetto A Broccoli RET and Broccoli, David A Iab LLC 2/28 $375,000
34 Waveland Ave Ahem, Colin and Ahern, Elizabeth Encarnacion, Olga P 2/28 $480,000

WARWICK

1 Lamb Rd Blais, Elaine M Compton, Jackson J and Popovic, Sarah Y 2/26 $430,000
11 Cruise St Raimondi Jr, Joseph and Raimondi, Bethany Scott, Jacqueline A and Lai, Timothy H 2/25 $505,000
1209 Centerville Rd Lot 5 Morgan, Cheryl A and Morgan, Kenneth A Cleary, Alex E 2/25 $439,000
127 Bleachery Ct D&a Prop LLC Voltaire, Junior 2/28 $449,000
134 Lindy Ave Baker, Christopher Wilkinson, Holly 2/28 $465,000
147 Grand View Dr Lamore Jr, Raymond F and Lamore, Lisa K Liesching, John R and Liesching, Robbyn B 2/27 $890,500
15 Irene St Johnston, Scott D and Johnston, Lisa R Hawkins, Michael and Hawkins, Gay 2/28 $570,000
19 Elton Ave Rwr Re Invest Grp LLC Cannata, Michelle L 2/28 $399,000
21 Otis St Resweber, Michael J and Doucette, Nicole Corkery, Mark S and Rezac, Casey A 2/27 $390,000
283 Bellman Ave Lux, Robert and Lux, Norine Sanchez, Richard S and Castillo, Sylvia S 2/28 $450,000
299 Palmer Ave Lot 271 North End Rlty LLC Rodriguez, Justin A and Amadiz, Emmanuel 2/26 $480,000
299 Palmer Ave Lot 398 North End Rlty LLC Rodriguez, Justin A and Amadiz, Emmanuel 2/26 $480,000
325 New London Ave Lot 3B Discoli, Cheryl Peters, Gabriel and Peters, Louis 2/28 $300,000
46 Hagerstown Rd Santagata, Robert Monteiro, Tyler and Monteiro, Andreanna 2/28 $435,000
49 Meadowbrook Ave Rihdr Inc Cohen, Matthew A and Lacerda, Sarah R 2/25 $420,000
53 LloydA ve Drammeh, Jahou Faye, Dethie and Leye, Sokhna 2/28 $425,000
53 Rip Van Winkle Cir Dispirito, Emilio and Damico, Liana Rowan, Christopher and Rowan, Christine E 2/26 $715,000
60 Webb Ave Frederick Donna L Est and Chappel, Dianne E Rwr Re Invest Grp LLC 2/26 $240,000
82 Nolbeth Dr Amy Rlty Miller, William S 2/27 $1
835 Sandy Ln Lot 13 Cmw Prop LLC White, Caitlin 2/25 $331,500
85 Amsterdam Ave Wheaton, Beatrice E Feeney, Michael 2/26 $360,000
905 Stratford Ln Lot 905 Cotola, Nicholas J Altieri, Stephen and Altieri, Melissa 2/25 $330,000

WEST GREENWICH

1002 Fish Hill Rd Andrade, Demetrius Berlied, Erik and Berlied, Amy N 2/27 $715,000
2 Pine Grove Ln Lot 2 Relli, Robert J Gormley, Ilse 2/27 $550,000
64 Hammitt View Dr Bourgeois, Susan M Trowbridge, Heather and Stroer, Andrew 2/24 $600,000

WEST WARWICK

1 Kristee Cir Lot 1 Hopkins, James R Valley, Michael 2/28 $240,000
101 Scenic Dr Lot 101 Deborah M Santagata RET and Santagata Deborah M Crowley, Carol 2/28 $312,250
155 Legris Ave Rooke, Robert R Mccaughey, Daniel 2/27 $437,000
183 Lockwood St Rombo Robert E Est and Patent, Carol A Aguiar, Susanne 3/3 $310,000
212 Lockwood St Dotson Evellyn A Est and Dotson, Todd L Wang, Ya W 2/28 $379,900
25 Park St David J Magiera T and Magiera, Mark David J Magiera T and Magiera, Mark 2/27 $370,000
38 Cowesett Ave Lot 17 Weijlard, Hailey Minille, Ann 2/28 $201,500
45 W Valley Cir Lot 45 Residences At West Vly In Baldassi, Leonard and Baldassi, Mary 2/28 $457,400
53 W Valley Cir Lot 53 Residences At West Vly In Lisa B Cohen RET and Cohen, Lisa B 3/3 $464,954
550 Wakefield St Lot 15, Vila Nova Realty Dev LLC  Ferreira, Paula C 2/28 $459,900

ADDRESS	 SELLERS	 BUYERS	 DATE	 PRICE ADDRESS	 SELLERS	 BUYERS	 DATE	 PRICE

This copyrighted material is compiled from public records and re-printed under agreement with the Warren Group of Boston. 
Not every community is reported each week. To report a data error, call 617–896–5310 or send an email to transfersatthewarrengroup.com

NMLS #21481 EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITYCall Colleen at 401-524-8853

Doing What’s Right. . . For You!

2669 Post Road
Warwick, RI 02886

(401) 739-4600
greenwoodcu.org 

Great Rates.  Even Better Service.

Trust the lender who knows
your community best!

GREENWOOD MORTGAGES

SPONSORED BY

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI
Special to the Herald

Rhode Island and some Massachusetts 
lakes, ponds, rivers, and streams designated 
as trout-stocked waters are currently closed 
for fishing. However, the season opens in RI 
and in additional MA waterways on Satur-
day, April 12, 2025 and runs through Feb. 28, 
2026. More to come in the next week or two 
on Opening Day April 12.  

For licenses and trout/salmon waterway 
stocking information in Rhode Island visit 
www.dem.ri.gov/fishing, and in Massachu-
setts www.mass.gov.

RI Marine Fisheries Council meets to 
consider regulations

The Rhode Island Marine Fisheries Coun-
cil will meet to consider some 2025 commer-
cial and recreational regulations at an in-
person and online hybrid meeting 6 p.m., 
Wednesday, March 26, 2025, at the URI 
Graduate School of Oceanography Bay 
Campus, Coreless Auditorium, 215 South 
Ferry Road, Narragansett.

The Council makes fishing regulation rec-
ommendations to DEM, with Terrance Gray, 
DEM Director, approving 95 percent of the 
Council’s regulation recommendations.

Issues before the Council on March 26 that 
impact recreational anglers include regula-
tions on how to measure the length of striped 
bass, recreational quahog harvest in the 
Providence River Shellfish Management Ar-
ea, commercial management of Atlantic 
menhaden in Narragansett Bay, cobia regula-
tions, and allowing striped bass to be har-
vested commercially that are caught in gill 
nets which would be a change.

The RI special management area in Nar-
ragansett Bay for Atlantic menhaden has 
been a model for programs nationally. The 
program includes weekly (sometimes daily) 
aerial stock assessments to determine wheth-
er the Bay is open or closed to commercial 
fishing.  

There are several commercial fishing in-

dustry proposals being considered at the 
Council meeting that would in effect dis-
mantle the program to allow more Atlantic 
menhaden to be taken in the Bay.

For years anglers have advocated for eco-
system-based management for the species to 
provide enough bio bass in the Bay not only 
to sustain the fishery but to serve the eco-
logical needs of fish and birds such as striped 
bass, bluefish, whales, osprey, etc.

The meeting can be joined in person or by 

Zoom.
For agenda details with support documents 

on the meeting visit the calendar page for 
March 26 at https://dem.ri.gov.

Fly fishing in some of New England’s 
best trout streams

If you want the inside scoop on how to fly 
fish some of the best trout streams in Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts and Connecticut you 
will not want to miss “Fishing the Dry Fly on 

Some of New England’s Best Trout Streams.”  
The presentation will be given by fly fish-

ing expert and guide Ed Lombardo at the RI 
Trout Unlimited seminar on Wednesday, 
March 26, 6:30 p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 42 
Gooseneck Hill Road, West Greenwich, RI.

Ed Lombardo will share tactics and strate-
gies he has successfully used for years to 
catch trout. And he will show how to read the 
water, dry fly imitations he uses as well as the 
equipment, rods, reels, fly line and leaders he 
uses.

The public is welcome. For information 
and to RSVP contact rhodeislandtu@gmail.
com .

Kid’s Day, An Introduction to 
Fly Fishing 101

The Aquatic Education Resource Educa-
tion program of RI DEM will hold a Kid’s 
Day, an Introduction to Fly Fishing on Satur-
day, April 19, 2025, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Ad-
dieville East Farm, 200 Pheasant Drive, Ma-
pleville, RI.

This introductory class is designed for 
young people ages 10-15. Students will learn 
about the equipment needed to fly fish, how 
to tie flies, how to cast a fly rod, safe and 
responsible fishing techniques. Lunch is pro-
vided. A parent or guardian must be present 
for the duration of the class. 

All equipment will be provided including 
fly rod and reel outfits. The program is free 
for those registering in advance. Space is 
limited.  

Please email kimberly.sullivan@dem.ri.
govto register.

Where’s the bite?
Cod. Party boat fishing and a few smaller 

charter boats continue to fish for cod south of 
Cape Cod and off Rhode Island waters. Visit 
Fishing Machine Charters, Pt. Judith, RI at 
www.fishingmachinecharters.com; www.is-
landcurrent.com and www.francesfleet.com.
Fishing. Full day rates for party boat vessels 
are generally $130 to $135 per adult and 
around $80 for those under 12 years old. 

Trout fishing is the ticket in April

Expert fly fisher Ed Lombardo will speak about ‘Fishing the Dry Fly on Some of 
New England’s Best Trout Streams’ at a RI Trout Unlimited seminar, Wednesday, 
March 26, West Greenwich Elks Lodge.
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Classifieds

BUSINESS
SERVICES

Electrical

Home 
Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades
Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement
Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218 

John’s Construction
Handyman Services

Painting  •  Windows
Carpentry
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Spring Cleanups
House - Cellars - 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering
Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

STEVEN G. RUHLE 
PAINTING

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967
Free Estimates

Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS

Installed • Sand
 Finish • Refinish

Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

        739-6155  

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  

Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942

Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior

Powerwashing
Free Estimates

Jason     ●      Craig
378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 In-

sured              

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc.

We remove one item
or content of entire house.

Sheds and hot tubs
FREE ESTIMATES

15 years of reliable service
Reg. #2983 & Insured
401-286-0505

Masonry

ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES
Call/Text Larry
Leave Message
401-529-2087
Masters Licenses

RI #A3338
MA #16083A
Insured

Painting

Plumbing &  
Heating

Rubbish Removal

OFFICE HOURS:    Monday thru Friday  9:00 AM - 4:30 PM

TO PLACE OR CANCEL A CLASSIFIED AD:
Call 732-3100 by — 
	 •	 3 PM Thursday for
		  Cranston Herald (Thursday),
		  Johnston Sun Rise (Thursday),
		  Warwick Beacon (Thursday) &
		  The Reminder (Wednesday)

LINE ADS:
20 Words - $35.00 per week
each additional word $1.00
bold first line $4.00
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald 
and Johnston Sun Rise
Add The Reminder for an additional $10/week

BUSINESS SERVICE ADS: 
$35.00 per column inch per week*
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
*Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks

Add The Reminder:
$8.00 per column inch. Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all 
advertisements, however, we ask you to check 
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an 
error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in the 
next publication. Beacon Media shall not be liable 
for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, any 
advertisement for which it may be responsible 
beyond the cost of the actual space occupied by the 
item in which error or omission or failure to insert 
occurred. Advertiser will be entitled to refund of 
advertisement price or insertion in next issue at 
advertiser’s option.

CREDIT POLICY      We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers 
adding $1.50 billing fee. Business Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

MAIL OR BRING TO: 

BEACON MEDIA RI
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick RI 02889

E-Mail: classifieds@rhodybeat.com 

Please print clearly – One word per box
Phone number is one word. 
Not responsible for words we cannot read.

❑ BOLD TYPE
$4.00 per week. First line only. 

Name  ____________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________

Town/State  ________________________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________________________________________

Price Per Week __________________ # of Weeks ________ Amount Paid ____________________

 ❑ Check/Money Order Enclosed – Payable to: BEACON MEDIA RI

Account # ______________________________________________________________________________________

Security Code  ____________________    Expiration  Date   __________________________  

Circle One:

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

Classified Ad Deadline is
THURSDAY AT 3PM

Make checks payable to: 

BEACON MEDIA RI

20 words

+$1 each addition word

*Add $1 for each additional word
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
❑ Add The Reminder for an additional $10/week

20 Words – $35/week*
T & T Painting
25 years in Business
Interior Painting
Senior Citizen Discount
Free Written Estimates
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Oil Tank Removal
Why wait for your oil tank to leak?

Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

BUSINESS
SERVICES

 ads start at

$35/week
for 4 or more weeks

Ad appears in the Cranston Herald, 
Warwick Beacon & Johnston Sun Rise 

(All 3 papers for one low price)

TO PLACE YOUR AD, PLEASE CALL 

732-3100

Classified Advertising 
Deadline:

THURSDAY 3 PM

Fact-Based Regional Reporting
Political Accountability
Local Business Support
Community Connection
Education, Jobs & Housing
An Informed Democracy

and support the trusted, in-depth,
locally focused reporting that only your 
community newspaper can provide.

Get 52 Weeks for $45!*

*52 issues. In state only.  Please call for out of state,  
multi year or senior discount subscriptions.

Print & Online Local News

Subscribe Today
In Print • Online • Mobile

Cranston Herald

Call or subscribe online:
401.732.3100 • www.cranstononline.com

To place your ad 
by phone, 

please call Ida at

732-3100
DEADLINE IS 3 PM THURSDAY

GIUSTI’S LAWN CARE
Spring Cleanup

Leaf/Branch Removal
Hedge Trimming • Mowing

Seniors & Veterans
10% Discount

401-256-2853

Landscaping

Apartments  
For Rent

CRANSTON: 2bd, 
1.5bas. Unfurnished, 
hardwood floors, wash-
er/dryer, stove, refrig-
erator. 1-yr lease, $1800 
mo.+ utilities. Security. 
No pets/smoking/vap-
ing. Credit check, BCI, 
references. Bob 401-
529-5898.

WEST WARWICK/
CLYDE: Very spacious, 
2bdr. 3rd floor, heat & 
hot water included. Off 
street parking. $260/
weekly. Security deposit 
$1000. Call Tim: 401-
301-4465.

Autos For Sale
2014 IMPALA, inspect-
ed, good conditions, lots 
of miles. Best offer. 401-
828-7111.

Autos Wanted
CLASSIC CARS 
WANTED! Looking for 
American or European 
vehicles. Restored or 
needing work. Collec-
tions or single cars. Will 
pay finder's fee for refer-
rals. Call 508-326-6359.

JUNK CARS WANTED. 
Up to $500 paid. Call 
401-895-7351 for quote.

Furniture For Sale
BROYHILL DINING 
ROOM TABLE, 78"L X 
42"W. 6 chairs. Excel-
lent condition. $400 
cash. 401-301-5605.

Help Wanted 
CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd 
Shift, 20-25 hours per 
week, Monday-Satur-
day. $15/hour. Must 
have valid Driver's Li-
cense, reliable vehicle 
and clean BCI. Great 
job for retirees! Call Joe, 
401-301-1162.

CARPET CLEANING 
TECHNICIANS/TRAIN-
EES: $700+/Week. Valid 
Driver's License. BCI 
required. Call Joe, 401- 
258-9648

FINETCO IS HIRING! 
Sales and operational 
positions available. Join 
our team! Call: 401-821-
2800 or visit our store for 
details: www.finetco.net.

Help Wanted 
CAREGIVER/HEALTH 
CARE WORKER 
NEEDED: 5 days per 
week. 5 hours per day. 
$25/hr. Details/informa-
tion: rubenandbades@
gmail.com.

Home  
Improvement

CHOICE SOFTWASH-
ING: Homes, Decks, 
Fences, Patios, Roofs, 
Awnings, Trash Bins. 
Commercial & Residen-
tial. Fully Insured. Free 
Estimates. 401-241-
7136, Jon.

Houses Wanted
WE BUY HOUSES:  Any 
condition!! Quick sale!!  
House needs work? We 
don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703.
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was choppy, bumpy, long, but we made it 
and we’re very grateful for that. We are 
extremely proud of our facility. The chance 
to open this business trumped all others 
and our clients have been incredible,” said 
Bucci to the crowd on Saturday, which 
included members and local dignitaries 
including Warwick Mayor Frank Picozzi 
and Cranston Mayor Ken Hopkins. “Our 
members have been so respectful, appre-
ciative, and so enjoyable to be around. Our 
goal is to continue to make our facility 
warm and friendly so the word gets out. 
This is how we hope to continue to build 
and prosper at Centerline Pickleball.”

Picozzi was also excited to see his city 
offer a state-of-the-art pickleball complex 
and provide residents the chance to get 
involved in the sport.

“When I became mayor four years ago, 
our parks and recreation director came to 
me and said ‘there’s a great demand for 
pickleball,’ and I looked her in the eye and 
said ‘what the hell’s a pickleball,’ Picozzi 

joked. “Then I learned it’s the fastest 
growing sport in the state and the coun-
try.”

“Approximately 50 million Americans 
this past year played pickleball at least 
once. That tells you the growth of this 
great sport and how popular it is becoming 
in the country. It serves all members of our 
population,” added Dennis DeJesus, who 
also said that 33 percent of players were 
over the age of 65.

As Centerline Pickleball settles in on the 
Warwick-Cranston border, Bucci looks 
forward to building a community while 
continuing to introduce the game to the 
Ocean State.

“Pickleball is the most social sport on 
earth,” said Bucci. “When I look at the 
courts at 5:30 on any given day and see all 
the activity in this place, it is truly heart-
warming.”

Centerline Pickleball is located at 33 
Lambert Lind Highway in Warwick, right 
on the Cranston Line. The club’s website 
is centerlinepickleballclub.com and it can 
also be found on Facebook and Instagram. 

10% OFF
with this coupon

Expires 12/2024

(401) 461-5600     www.budgetrooterservice.com
Drain Problem? No Problem!

Just Call Jim!
40+ Years of Experience

Family Owned
And Operated

Servicing both Commercial and Residential Clients:
Main Sewer Lines • Sinks • Tubs • Showers • Floor Drains

Video Camera Pipe Inspection

“Why Pay More?”

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

Expires 12/2025

General Carpentry
Custom Bathroom & Kitchen 

Remodels
Windows, Doors, Decks

Mobile Homes

Call Today!
Lance 508-399-5069
Dave 401-623-1724
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up in both the state and division champi-
onships. The Hawks will be graduating 
James Caldarella, Jakob Reyes and Dylan 
Lynch, while returning guys like 

D’Ambra, Ellis-Cipriano and Will Cary to 
the mix next winter. 

Ellis-Cipriano was named the team’s 
Most Valuable Player in the state final for 
his team leading point total.

● HAWKS from page 21

● OPENS from page 21

A look at the exterior of Centerline Pickleball Club.

A local player works on his form with Centerline owner Dante Bellini.

this summer.
“I’ve always loved the water and I’ve 

loved being on boats, I’ve loved that free-
dom. I love bringing it to kids’ attention 
and my mom was a single mom, so that 
was something I really looked forward to 
doing over the summer,” said Batz. “I 
want to share my experiences and love for 
sailing with other kids.”

Batz also appreciates the location of 
Edgewood, which is accessible for kids 
throughout Rhode Island, including her 
hometown of Providence. 

“It’s a very centralized location, it’s so 
close to so many people that otherwise 
may not have the opportunity to do these 
things, to be near the ocean and get on a 
boat. We’re pretty close by, we’re 10 min-
utes from Providence and down the street 
from Johnson and Wales Harborside,” 

said Batz. 
The Edgewood Sailing School will be 

hosting its Starter Sailor program, which 
will now offer a full day course which 
will include sailing in the morning session 
and STEM sessions in the afternoon.

“It’s not just learning sailing, but now 
they’ll be able to learn the physics of sail-
ing, the engineering, the science behind it 
as well,” said Batz.

Along with the Starter Sailor program, 
it will be hosting its Opti program as well 
as its 420 program as well.

On top of its standard programs, the 
school will also be offering private les-
sons and charters. The school has already 
been holding its volunteer days on Satur-
days as its gears up for the season.

The kids sessions will begin on June 16 
and the adult sessions begin on June 1. 
For more information, check out the web-
site at edgewoodsailing.org. 

● EDGEWOOD from page 21

Bishop Hendricken’s Jakob Reyes on Sunday night in the state final.
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