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2025 entry. This year's winners will be announced on Dec. 19. (LOCAL Photos)

KRYSTLE RHOADES, CORRESPONDENT

Cozad is glowing a little brighter this
season as residents and businesses once
again deck their homes, storefronts and
yards for the annual Cozad Christmas Light
Contest, hosted by the Cozad Chamber of
Commerce.

The contest itself is still fairly new to
the community. Cozad's 150th Committee
first launched the Christmas Light Contest
in 2023, and it was so well received that
they asked the Chamber to take it over and
continue it beginning in 2024.

That makes this the third year of the
contest overall, but the second year for
Chamber Director Jordan Starman and her
team to coordinate it. Starman said the
event has grown since last year, with more

Sculpture Walk
Across Nebraska
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Ashley Smolik and Amanda Daily, the 2024 Cozad Christmas Light Contest winners, added new features to their display at 1519 and 1521 Meridian Ave. as part of their
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entries in both the residential and business
categories.

Participants were required to register
online or by calling the Chamber office by
Nov. 30. The only eligibility requirements
were that the property must be locat-
ed within city limits, and lights must be
turned on by Dec. 1.
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Starman noted that there are many
impressive displays just outside the city
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boundaries as well and said a rural catego- Dec. 23: 54/28 J
ry may be considered for next year. “The
point is to get people out driving around Dec. 24:53/29 ",
looking at the lights,” she said. “It gives
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Slippers On, People Off

My husband forgot who he married. | don't mean a
small slip, like forgetting my coffee order or where the
tongs belong. | mean full amnesia. Like he woke up one
morning, looked at me, and thought, this woman proba-
bly loves spontaneous social gatherings.

We have been together for many, many years. In all
those years, | can count on one hand the number of
times | have said, “Do you want to invite some people
over?” or "Let's go do this." That number might even
rival the number of dogs | currently have, which should
tell you everything you need to know. My house is my
humble abode. | decorate it for me. | arrange furniture for
comfort and dogs. | choose throw pillows based on nap
potential. | do not decorate for company.

[ like people. Truly. I just prefer them from a distance.
A friendly wave, a quick chat, maybe a comment section
interaction. Then | want to go home, close the door, and
put my slippers back on. Real shoes irritate my mind. |
don't know how else to explain it. The minute | lace up
something structured, my anxiety goes on high alert and
starts plotting ways to keep me awake at night. Slippers
mean safety.

I am happily medicated, and | am grateful for it. The
medication doesn't erase my anxiety. It just turns the
volume down enough that | can function, mostly, day-
to-day. Anxiety still lives here. It still makes me forget
everything. Names, sentences, why | walked into a room,
and sometimes how to act like a normal human being.

Being a journalist suits me for a reason. | stay behind
the scenes. | observe. | listen. | write. | don't need to be
part of the scene, and | like it that way. My husband, on
the other hand, missed his calling. He should have gone

into sales. He doesn't believe in short answers. He can
talk to anyone, anywhere, for any amount of time.

He also knows the rules. If we walk into a place, he
goes first. If we stand in a group, he does not leave my
side. He fills the silence when my brain locks up and
forgets how conversations work. He knows this. Or at
least, he did.

For years, my escape plan involved the laundry. | would
casually announce that | needed to switch it over, which
translated to; | need air before | have a panic attack.
Whether he followed me or not didn't matter, but he
always knew | was at my limit. That | just needed a
break. I know it's all in my head. | am fully aware that no
one cares if | wear mismatched socks, and if | snort while
laughing, no one is thinking about it three weeks later
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like lam at 2 a.m.

| have grown. | really have, and | am extremely proud
of myself for that. | put myself into uncomfortable situ-
ations on purpose now. | can't become the person | want
to be if I let anxiety run the show. I try to have normal
conversations that don't include oversharing things like
the fact that | brushed my teeth that morning. I still prep
myself with conversation starters or things | should ask
about. | try to ask questions about other people. | don't
always succeed, but | try. | even text myself reminders in
case | freeze, which feels ridiculous and not at all childish.

Even while my mind worries about tripping, slipping
on ice, or wondering if | have something on my face, I've
learned that effort matters. | feel happier when | try,
even if | replay the conversation later and cringe a little.
| feel like a better person afterward, even if it was a no-
big-deal gathering or a business-after-hours.

Anxiety doesn't always look dramatic. It shows up in
small, everyday ways, like social and mental overload,
and the need for quiet after too much interaction. Or at
2 a.m., when you remember you walked into the flagpole
outside the post office, and it dawns on you that some-
one sat in their car and absolutely saw it.

Which brings me back to the moment my husband
forgot my personality entirely. We did something on
Friday. We did something on Saturday. Then he suggested
doing something on Sunday. | looked him straight in the
eye and told him | was grounding myself. Friends were
not allowed to come over. | was peopled out.

Slippers on. Door locked. Permanently closed for the
day.

This week is about knowing yourself and respecting
your own limits. That it's okay to work on yourself and
still need slippers, silence, and a closed door. Loving
people doesn't require constant availability, and needing
rest isn't a failure.

Next week might be about how my black light fixture
is so dusty that it looks grey. We'll find out together. Just
stick around. | want you here. Merry Christmas!

Your anxious friend, Liz
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City Council Approves SWAN Sculpture at Veterans ﬁemorial Park

MEL NUTT, CORRESPONDENT

The Cozad City Council approved the consent agenda
including a $775 reimbursement payment to The Cross-
ing Fellowship for facade improvements at the Dec. 8
meeting that took place following the opening Pledge of
Allegiance which was led Randy Adams of The Crossing
Fellowship. Council also approved a $12,500 payment for
general administration to West Central Development
District (WCNDD), a $5,000 reimbursement

Hubbard's request.

Ordinance 1578, Municipal Water and Sewer Rates,
passed after its third and final reading.

Resolution 2025-16 was approved, authorizing the
signing of the Year-End Certification of City Street Super-
intendent by the Mayor. The council also approved the
appointment of Miller and Associates as the 2026 City
Engineer, the appointment of Chris Miller

for construction management to WCNDD,
and the revised Drawdown #2 in the
amount of $18,934.03.

Bonnie Hubbard, Coordinator of the
Haymaker Creative and Historic District,
presented a request to place a sculpture at
Veterans Memorial Park for 2026. Eight ru-
ral Nebraska communities will participate
in Sculpture Walk Across Nebraska (SWAN)
in 2026 that includes Norfolk, Grand Island,
Columbus, Valentine, North Platte, Ogal-
lala, Fremont and Cozad. Cozad's SWAN
committee includes Hubbard, Laura Rody,
Jordan Starman, Kent Ross, and Mel Nutt.

Hubbard noted that SWAN rotates
sculptures annually, with each piece
displayed in a host community for one
year and selected through a draft process.
Hubbard expressed interest in adding
more sculptures over time and in time
expanding partnerships with local busi-
nesses. All displayed works are available
for purchase, with the Haymaker Creative
and Historic District receiving a commis-
sion on any sale made during the exhibit.

The SWAN committee requested per-
mission to place a sculpture in the grassy
space between the Pony Express Station
and F Street. On Dec. 3, Cozad received
approval for its first-choice sculpture for
that location: ‘Lumenfly’ by Maryland
artist Kirk Seese, who has public instal-
lations in 36 states. Cozad will host two
sculptures in 2026, with the second piece
approved for placement in the Wilson Public Library’s
sculpture garden.

Hubbard asked the council for permission to use the
requested space, approval to continue securing sculp-
tures each year, and confirmation that the pieces would
fall under the city’s liability insurance. City Clerk Brandi
Kloepping confirmed that the sculptures would be cov-
ered. Public Services Commissioner Jimmy Weinmaster
will ensure the sculpture base is padded concrete with
steel for welding. The council unanimously approved

Bonnie Hubbard, Coordina-
tor of the Haymaker Creative
& Historic District, appeared
at the Monday, Dec. 8 Cozad
City Council meeting to re-
quest permission for a SWAN
(Sculpture Walk Across Ne-
braska) sculpture to be placed
at Veterans Memorial Park in
the grassy area west of the
Pony Express Station in 2026.
Council members unanimously
approved Hubbard's request.
(LOCAL Photo by Mel Nutt)

as the 2026 Street Superintendent, and the
2026 City Maintenance Agreement #44.

Cozad resident Sherry Orozco appeared
to request changes to the city ordinance
regarding barking dogs. Ordinance 90.08
states that it is unlawful to allow animals
to bark, howl, or yelp in a way that disturbs
neighbors. Orozco said she feels harassed
and stated that her dogs are being reported
even when outside briefly. She noted that
construction near her home increases noise
that causes her dogs to bark. Council Presi-
dent Jordan Curtice told her that the council
will consider her concerns during a future
retreat meeting.

The CATR Program Coordinator Alex Oberg
submitted a written report on Round Four
of the Cat Cleanup Project, completed Oct.
27. Forty cats were collected and transport-
ed to the Beatrice Humane Society for full
veterinary care. The project has trapped,
neutered, and released 128 feral cats and

surrendered 25 for adoption, totaling 153
interventions. Round Five was scheduled
for Dec. 4-8. Donations of money, supplies,
or equipment remain essential for the
program.
The council approved Resolution 2025-
17, allowing Mayor Marcus Kloepping and
City Clerk/Treasurer Brandi Kloepping to
execute a lease for the 2025 Freightliner
M2 with a 2024 Elgin Broom Bear street
sweeper through Kinetic Leasing, Inc. The
lease payment is $50,000 with a $499
documentation fee. “We have been waiting three years
for this street sweeper to arrive, and it is a nice machine,”
Weinmaster said.

Wilson Public Library Director Laurie Yocom reported
ongoing work on brick repairs and grout replacement.
She plans to contact Dan Niles to examine the roof and
gutters.

Weinmaster reported that snow fence installation is
complete and that the limb pile has been hauled away.
His department is spending time trimming trees and

filling street cracks.

Electric Department Lineman Zeb Knackstedt reported
on behalf of Electric Commissioner Chris White. The de-
partment is assisting Premier Power with junction pole
replacements, hot pole changeouts, and tree trimming.
Knackstedt also noted that CDC Housing Director Robyn
Geiser has taken over Grid Grant duties following the res-
ignation of former CDC Executive Director Jen McKeone.

Police Chief Nick Reynolds reported that Officer Ariel
Rose completed her FTO class; one new hire has started,
and another will begin closer to Christmas. Reynolds said
he looks forward to presenting at an upcoming Rotary
meeting.

City Clerk Brandi Kloepping reported that an open City
Office position has been offered to a candidate and that
interviews are underway for a position that will combine
zoning administrator, building inspector, and code/nui-
sance officer duties. Those responsibilities are currently
shared by Kloepping, Building Inspector Doug Adkisson,
and Chief Reynolds.

Kloepping also reported on behalf of Water/Sewer
Commissioner Troy Franzen that crews repaired several
water leaks and that a few residential meters will be
replaced next spring.

Cozad Rescue Chief Jennifer Schneider shared that the
Fire and Rescue Department is selling 2026 calendars for
$20 to raise funds for its new facility. “Liz Romero at the
Cozad LOCAL did an outstanding job taking photos and
creating the calendar, and we hope it will be a successful
fundraiser,” Schneider said.

The next Cozad City Council meeting will be Monday,
Dec. 22, at 7 p.m. in the City Council Chambers. Residents
are encouraged to attend. Time is reserved at the end of
each meeting for public comment.
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HEALTH SYSTEM

Tips for Parents to Minimize Stress, Maximize Joy During the Holidays

FAMILY FEATURES

Stress and parenting go hand in hand,
but during the holiday season, many
parents find their stress levels rising to
new heights.

Between coordinating schedules, shop-
ping, traveling and managing children's
expectations - plus the disruption to the
school routine that everyone had finally
settled into - the season can feel more
like mayhem than merry.

However, by thoughtfully planning and
implementing a few practical strategies,
parents can protect their well-being and
support their families.

Early childhood experts from The
Goddard School share guidance to help
parents stay grounded and make the

most of their meaningful family moments
this holiday season.

Clarify Priorities

One of the most empowering steps is
to decide in advance what truly matters
to your family. Consider:

- Which traditions or gatherings are
nonnegotiable?

- Are there holiday events you can skip
this year without regret?

- What obligations are you taking on
out of habit rather than genuine desire?

By reducing the number of "must-do"
activities, you can avoid overextending
your family. It's OK to decline invitations
when your calendar is already full.

SPECIALITYCLINIC

CARDIOLOGY
Dr. Bassent Botros - Dec. 18"
Dr. Kevin Hall - Dec. 4™

Dr. Joshua Wray - Dec. 9", 23"

e—
- DECEMBER

(ozad(ommunItY \\gy1iNG SPECIALIST SCHEDULE

ORTHOPEDIC
Dr. Scott Lukens - Dec. 1¥, 8", 15, 22nd 29t
Dr. Mandip Singh - Dec. 2™

Dr. Rick Heirigs - Dec. 3™ PULMONOLOGY
Dr. Daniel McGowan - Dec. 15" Melissa Hoferer, APRN - Dec. 2", 16'"
GYNECOLOGY GENERAL SURGERY
DiJessellosfflor = Dec 18t Dr. Jeffery Merz - Dec. 3¢, 10", 17
Dr. Michael Simonson - Dec. 5" & 19™
I . Dr. Jacob Wiesen - Dec. 12
Dr. Imtiaz Islam - Dec. 16 UROLOGY
ONCOLOGY Dr. Jose Q De Guzman - Dec. 1"
Dr. Laxmi Buddharaju - Dec. 18" PAIN SPECIALITY
PODIATRY Bryan Messbarger, APRN - Dec. 17"

Dr. Burt Mckeag - Dec. 5™

Establish a Budget

Holiday spending can weigh heavily
on your mind. Create a family holiday
budget that includes gifts and activities,
then stick to it. Use the opportunity to
teach your children about responsible
spending and gratitude. Remember, the
most meaningful gifts are often those
made with time, attention, or creativity,
not the highest price tag.

Set Boundaries

Stress often arises when family dy-
namics, expectations, or traditions clash.
You can reduce this by setting boundar-
ies and communicating with them early.
Speak openly with the relatives and
friends you'll see about what's comfort-
able for your family and what isn't (e.g.,
physical space, travel, topics to avoid).
Let your children know what to expect,
as the lack of routine during this time
can be particularly challenging. Modeling
clear boundaries helps your children
learn to express their own needs, too.

Prioritize Your Physical and Emo-
tional Health

Amid the hustle, your own basic care
often slips, but your well-being is key
to being present for others. Consider
establishing routines, such as:

- Sleep: Aim for 7-8 hours per night
whenever possible.

- Nutrition: Keep healthy staples in the
mix, even if treats abound.

- Movement: A short walk, stretch
breaks, or gentle exercise may help reset
your nervous system. Stepping outside
can be especially helpful.

- Also, if illness strikes, listen to your
body and give yourself permission to
pause. Pushing through tends to back-
fire.

Design a Stress Rescue Plan

Even the best-laid plans don't pre-
vent tension or unexpected emotional

triggers. Anticipate stress by creating
fallback strategies. For example, plan to
use a playlist, a quick breathing exercise,
or a sensory object to help you regroup
when your stress escalates. These strate-
gies work for children as well.

If you're worried about unwanted
questions - such as a family member
asking about politics or your plans
to have another child - rehearse your
response in advance with a friend. When
these stressful moments arise, having a
toolkit gives you a sense of control.

Unplug and Be Present

Screens are omnipresent. While they
serve a purpose, they can be an unwel-
come distraction, especially when you're
spending time with loved ones you
don't get to see often. Try to designate
screen-free times, such as during meals,
after dinner, or when gifts are being
exchanged. Use screens intentionally,
such as video calling out-of-town family
members, rather than passively scrolling.
Focus on in-person connection by play-
ing games, telling stories, making crafts,
or taking walks. Remember to lead by
example, as your children are watching.
Being fully present at key moments is
the one gift your family will remember
above all else.

As the holidays approach, the pressure
to doit all can loom large. By clarifying
priorities, setting boundaries, and safe-
guarding your health, you can minimize
stress and maximize joy. That said, even
with careful planning, things can go off
course, and that's OK. Practice self-com-
passion and allow for imperfections.
Enjoy every laugh, surprise and even the
occasional moment of calm.

For more parenting guidance and
insights, including a blog and webinar
series, visit the Parent Resource Center
at GoddardSchool.com.
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Ag Outlook Meeting Prepares Producers for 2026 and Beyond

KRYSTLE RHOADES

Farmers and ranchers from across central Nebraska
gathered in Kearney last Thursday, Dec. 4, for the
Cornhusker Economics Ag Outlook meeting, the first in
a series of statewide events designed to help farm-
ers and ranchers prepare for another year marked
by shifting policy, financial pressure and market
uncertainty. Hosted by the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln's Center for Agricultural Profitability, the
session brought together experts in agricultural policy,
markets, and farm financial management to offer a
clearer view of what lies ahead in 2026.

Although statewide net farm income has improved,
speakers emphasized that changing conditions in ag
policy, interest rates, commodity prices, and input
costs are keeping many operations on edge. "“Nebraska
agriculture is facing a mix of opportunity and uncer-
tainty,” said Jessica Groskopf, extension agricultural
economist for UNL. “With a new farm bill in develop-
ment, it's an important time to assess where markets,
policy and financial conditions are headed and how
they fit into each operation.”

Dr. Brad Lubben, UNL Extension policy specialist,

NEPublicNoticesacom

outlined the major adjustments included in the new
One Big Beautiful Bill (OB3), the farm bill that extends
federal commodity program authority through 2031.
Lubben explained that the legislation raises PLC
reference prices, increases ARC guarantees, and boosts
marketing loan rates—changes that strengthen the
safety net at a time of softening commodity prices.
The bill also opens the door for producers to add new
base acres in 2026, though additions will be capped
nationally. Disaster assistance programs and crop
insurance incentives are also enhanced, making risk
management decisions even more central for next
year's planning. Lubben reminded producers that no
ARC or PLC election is required for 2025, but the annual
choice will resume in 2026 under these new rules.
Financial management was another major focus of
Thursday's session. Shannon Sand, UNL Agricultural
Economics Extension Educator, stressed that despite
stronger statewide income numbers, many individ-
ual operations continue to feel day-to-day financial
stress. She walked producers through the importance
of maintaining accurate balance sheets and realistic,

AT
Sunrise Publications Journalism Trust
WE ARE HIRING
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OF NEWS PUBLICATIONS

Seeking a skilled and community-driven Executive Director of News
Publications to lead operations of the Pawnee Republican —
Nebraska’s longest-running weekly news publication and first non-
profit print newspaper.

This is a unique opportunity to serve as both the editorial and
operational leader—overseeing print and digital content, managing
staff and freelancers, handling financial responsibilities including
payroll and budget, and reporting directly to our Board of Directors.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS :

* Strong writing and * Associates Degree in relevant
organizational skills field of study

* Knowledge of budgeting and ¢ 3-5+ years of management
financial management experience

* Familiarity with Adobe Creativee 1year of media experience
Suite

¢ Advertising or Development ~ Or some combination of above

experience preferred

SEND RESUME & COVER LETTER TO:
sunrisepublicationsjournalism@gmail.net

month-to-month cash flow budgets—tools she said
are essential for navigating tight margins. Sand cau-
tioned about common mistakes, such as overestimat-
ing yields or commodity prices, overlooking current
liabilities, misusing lines of credit, or mixing personal
and business finances. She encouraged producers to
regularly review their financial position, negotiate
where possible, delay large purchases if needed, and
consider refinancing options when they improve cash
flow. For those in more difficult situations, Sand noted
that Chapter 12 bankruptcy offers a structured repay-
ment plan, with free monthly consultations available
through the state’s legal and financial clinics.

Other presenters also shared insights on topics rele-
vant to 2026 and beyond, offering producers guidance
on emerging challenges, long-term planning, and key
decisions shaping the future of their operations.

Thursday's Ag Outlook meeting was the first of four
scheduled across Nebraska, with other sessions of-
fered in Scottsbluff, Lincoln, and Norfolk. Each event is
led by experts from UNL's Department of Agricultural
Economics and Nebraska Farm Business, Inc., covering
topics including market trends, cost of production,
tax provisions from the new farm bill affecting 2025
returns, and long-range financial planning.

For producers who missed the event, more informa-
tion and resources can be found at cap.unl.edu.

MARKET-REPORT

For the Week Ending Dec. 12, 2025
Nebraska Weekly Grain Prices,
Central Region Nutrien
USNO 2 YELLOW CORN: $3.84-4.06 2 501£ionse-
US NO 1SOYBEANS: $9.72-9.92

Livestock Weighted Average Report
for Dec. 15, 2025

STEERS - Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Wt. Range - 650-699; Avg Wt - 669; Price Range -
$371.00-420.00; Avg Price — $409.52
HEIFERS - Medium and Large 1(Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Wt. Range - 550-595; Avg Wt - 573; Price Range -
$382.50-457.00; Avg Price - $411.42
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ness category ended Dec. 15, but residential voting

continues through tomorrow, Dec. 19. Winners will

the community something to engage in and involve
themselves with."

This year's contest features the two categories:
Residential and Business. A total of 13 homes and 6
businesses officially entered, showcasing everything
from classic holiday charm to dazzling displays filled
with movement, music and synchronized lights.

Although Starman hasn't received much direct
feedback, she said engagement on Facebook has
been encouraging. The two voting posts have al-
ready surpassed 20,000 views, and each “like” on an
entry photo counts as a vote. Voting for the busi-

receive cash prizes of $100 for first place, $75 for
second and $50 for third. Starman said she hopes to
see even more entries and voter participation next
year and would love to be able to increase prize
amounts as the contest continues to grow.

The official entries represent only a portion of

the festive displays found across town. Cozad seems
to be glowing from every direction, with countless
families and businesses adorning their properties
with lights, inflatables and decorations that didn't
make the contest list but still add to the holiday
magic.

Lex

Generation Center

WEEKLY MENU

ington Grand ‘

Thur., 12/18 Mushroom Steak in Gravy, Boiled Pota-
toes, Stewed Tomatoes, Fresh Fruit

Fri., 12119 Christmas Dinner - Ham, Au Gratin
Potatoes, Green Bean Casserole, Pine-

apple, Dinner Roll, Dessert

Bacon Wrapped Pork Kebobs, Candied
Yams, Spinach, Apricots

Chicken Breast or Fish, Cali Blend
Veggie, Wild Rice, Cold Veggie Salad,
Mandarin Oranges

Closing at Noon - Donuts & Coffee in
the morning

Mon., 12/22

Tues., 12/23

Wed., 12/24

This weeks calendar is sponsored by:

N . 201 W. 8th Street, Cozad
t ‘ Bﬂ@ 308-784-4747
“ cozadlocal.com

Cozad Grand
Generation Center

Weekly MENU

Liver & Onions, Au Gratin Potatoes,
Peas, Peaches, Ice Cream

/

Thur., 12/18

Fri., 12/19 » Cream Chicken Over Biscuits, Hominy,

Red Applesauce, Brownies

Mon., 12/22 > Potato Soup, Jam Salad Sandwich,

Veggie Sticks, Pears, Cookies

Tues., 12/23° Beef Roast, Mashed Potatoes, Corn,

Jello Salad, Peaches, Ice Cream

59% Highef Recall.
9” More Purchase
Intent.

Branded content outperforms
traditional ads.

Audiences are 61% more likely to buy from
brands that tell their story through
custom content.

OnePress makes it simple: we build your
print, digital, and social assets — and deliver
transparent reporting you can count on.

E E Start your campaign

E today.
E .
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A printable map is available on the Chamber's
Facebook page to help families plan their own
Christmas lights tour around town.

The Cozad Rotary's Polar Express ride will also
weave past all registered entries this year. The event
is scheduled for Dec. 22, with rides departing from
the Wilson Public Library beginning at 5:30 p.m. and
the final ride at 8 p.m. Tickets are $8 each and may
be purchased at the Chamber office.

Winning properties will be announced on the
Chamber's Facebook page as well as in next week's
newspaper.

So, bundle up, grab some hot cocoa and take a
drive through Cozad to enjoy the lights.

LAND AUCTION!

HIGHWHYWHHNGH
JANUARY 21, 2026

v a (%raskai
Land Brokers

SELLER: JAMES P. MANARY IRREVOCABLE TRUST

: 4 750 ACRES SANDHILL RANGE
OFFERED IN 3 PARCELS & A COMBINATION:
» PARCEL 1: 2,829 ACRES
» PARCEL 2: 640 ACRES

» COMBINATION A: PARCELS 16 2 - 3469 ACRES
» PARCEL 3: 1,281 ACRES

PROPERTY LOCATED 12 MILES NORTH OF
NORTH PLATTE, NE ON HIGHWAY 97.

AUCTION TO BE HELD AT
FARM HOUSE EVENT VENUE, NORTH PLATTE, NE

COMPLETE AUCTION DETAILS CAN BE FOUND AT:
NEBRASKALANDBROKERS.COM

Scan For More Information

CALL OR TEXT:
DUANE MCCLAIN
308.530.0221

Wed., 12/24 » CLOSED

This weeks calendar is sponsored by

(COZADID| s

308-784-4747
cozadlocal.com

/

Call 255-351-0702 or visit

onepressne.com
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Obituaries

Patricia A. Brand of Cozad passed away on Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025, at Emerald
Care Nursing at the age of 75. Pat was born on Sept. 8, 1950, in Gothenburg
to Delmar and Alice (Miles) Maaske. She was a dedicated and loving indi-
vidual known for her caring spirit and compassion, particularly during

her long career in nursing.

Pat earned her nursing degree after attending Clarkson College
of Nursing in Omaha, where she graduated in 1971. She worked
diligently in various locations, including Brighton, CO, Kearney, and
Cozad. She then spent six years as a state surveyor for the State
of Nebraska until her return to the Cozad Hospital and her eventu-
al retirement. Her dedication to her patients earned her a place in

the Cozad Health Hall of Fame in 2015.

She cherished her time with family and loved creating memories,
especially fond moments spent coloring with her grandchildren. Family
was everything to her, and she took great pride in working on family's ge-
nealogy, making beautiful floral arrangements, and crafting. In her later years,
Pat enjoyed traveling south, exploring new places and experiences.
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In addition to her professional accomplishments, Pat was known for her
wonderful sense of fashion; she always looked nice and carried herself with

grace.
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She married Terry Brand on July 24, 1982, and through this union,
welcomed his three children into her heart and family.
Pat will be remembered for her kindness, dedication, and the
love she shared with all who knew her.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Delmar and Alice
Maaske; sisters, Cynthia Maaske and Marie Maaske; in laws, Alvin
and Mavis Brand.

Survivors include her husband, Terry Brand of Cozad; children,

Jason Brand of Elkhorn, Amanda (Justin) Snyder of Lincoln and Nich-
olas (Lisa) Brand of Yutan; brothers, Les (Tammie) Maaske of Cozad
and Kent (Jackie) Maaske of Goose Creek, SC; grandchildren, Samantha,
Dylan, Katelyn, Taytum, Cynch, Aubrey, Raygen, Hudson, Amelia, Claire
and Augustus; great grandchildren, Melody, Westin, Maylyn, Willow, Thatcher
and Braxton; and many other extended family and friends.

DeEtta Caryle Hartman, formerly of Cozad, died
Dec. 6, 2025, at Aviva Woodlands in Lincoln. She was
four days shy of her 86th birthday.

DeEtta was born Dec. 10, 1939, at Paxton to Freder-
ick and Alvina (Hahn) Stahl.

She was baptized and confirmed at
Trinity Lutheran Church in Paxton and
graduated from Paxton High School in
1958.

She married her high school sweet-
heart, Charles “Chuck” Hartman, on Aug.
30, 1959, at Trinity Lutheran Church. They
farmed for eight years, during which
time they welcomed two sons, Douglas
Charles in 1960 and Mitchell Lee in 1963.
She received her cosmetologist license
in 1965.

The family moved to Cozad in 1967.
They were members of American Lutheran Church
and DeEtta was active in Cozad Mrs. Jaycees. She
first worked as a legal secretary for Berreckman and
Nelson Law Firm in Cozad; in 1972, she began a 15-
year career as Executive Director of Cozad Chamber
of Commerce.

From 1987-1990 she was a development consultant
in the business recruitment division for the Nebraska
Department of Economic Development in Lincoln.

DeEtta became the Executive Director for Dawson
County Area Economic Development Council, retiring
in 2005. In 2018, she retired as Executive Director of
the Nebraska Economic Developers Association after
being with the organization since 1978.

Honors and other positions included Nebraska Dip-

lomat, Admiral Great State of Nebraska by Governor
Robert Kerry and Governor Pete Ricketts, former
member of Nebraska Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, former member of the American Economic
Development Council, past president of Nebraska
Chamber of Commerce Executives, past
president of Mid-American Chamber
Executives-5 state region, Board of Re-
gents of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
INstitute for Organizational Manage-
ment, former member of the Interna-
tional Economic Development Council,
Board of Directors for the Nebraska
Economic Developers Association,

chair of the Membership Services and
Education Committee for the Nebraska
Economic Developers Association, and
former board member of the Robert
Henri Museum and Historical Walkway.

DeEtta was known for her impeccable style,
attention to detail, and delicious cooking. Christmas
gatherings featured homemade krautkihe (runzas)
plus at least three and sometimes six desserts as she
wanted everyone to have their favorite.

When her grandchildren were young, she planned
and hosted “Grandkids' Vacation" in Cozad. She and
Chuck enjoyed a 25th anniversary trip to Hawaii, and
they cherished their trips to Branson, MO, with their
dear Cozad friends, Jerry and Carolyn Sharp, Gary
and Carol Morrow, and Bill and Sandy Gettman.

She is survived by her sons and daughters-in-law
Doug (Sharon) Hartman of Columbus and Mitch
(Sandy) of Lincoln; grandchildren Jeff (Ashley)

Hartman of Columbus, Melissa (Lukas) Fenton, Derek
(Sarah) Hartman, and Susan (Phillip) Halsted, all of
Lincoln, and Beth (James) Goodenberger of Marion,
IA; great-grandchildren Finley and Riley Hartman,
Brooklyn and Haiden Fenton, Jamie and Benny
Goodenberger, Jaxon and Cooper Hartman, and Clara
Halsted; and seven nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her husband Charles
in 2016, parents Fred and Alvina Stahl; father- and
mother-in-law Walt and Opal Hartman, brother and
sister-in-law Verlyn and Donna Stahl, nephews Mike
and Steven Stahl, brothers- and sisters-in-law Bob
and Maxine (Hartman) Perlinger and Al and Shirley
(Hartman) Tompkins, and good friends Carolyn Sharp
and Gary Morrow.

DeEtta did not want a viewing or funeral.

She requested to be cremated; her ashes will be
interred at a later date at the Paxton Cemetery.

She asked that memorials be directed to the Rob-
ert Henri Museum, 207 E 9th St, Cozad, NE 69130.

Here’s to comjort,
joy, and holiday
smilgs that sparkle.

IDE FAMILY
DENTAL
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Dawson PPD Board Approves Rate Increase, Effective March 2026

COZAD LOCAL

At their December meeting, Dawson Public Power  and being financially stable.” 2025 work plans each topped $7 million. Projects
District's board reviewed and approved an average The board set a portion of margins aside in 2021 in the plan ensure that DPPD can continue to serve
5.5% increase to all rates, to take effect in March and 2022 to create a rate stabilization fund. Today, current and future customer needs.

2026. It is projected to generate approximately DPPD is using those funds to help minimize the Board members were recognized for their service
$3 million in revenue. In addition, the district will effect on ratepayers.” to the board. Bob Kennicutt of Eddyville has been
use $2 million of rate stabilization funds plus bond CFO Carmen Ackerman presented the District's a board member for 40 years. Dan Muhlbach of
proceeds to balance the 2026 budget and continue October financial data. Revenue and the cost Kearney has served for 30 years. Page Peterson of
infrastructure improvements for reliability. of power were 96% of monthly budget and the Gothenburg and Craig Wietjes of Riverdale have

With the new rate, residential customers will year-to-date net margin is $944,000 under budget. served for 10 years.
pay an average of $8 more per month. The current Irrigation energy charges were collected in No- Other topics included the annual inventory that
residential rate has been in effect since 2021. vember, which will be reflected in financial reports was completed in October and approved by the

"DPPD held rates steady for as long as possible presented in January. board. Engineering Manager, Cole Brodine, sum-
before considering an increase,” said DPPD General A preliminary 2027 work plan was presented with  marized the irrigation season. There were only 23.5
Manager Alyssa Clemsen Roberts. “We strive to find  grid improvements and updates projected to cost hours of load control in the summer of 2025, over
a balance of electric grid reliability through system $5 million. the course of six days.
improvements, keeping rates low for our customers, The 2026 work plan is $4.3 million. The 2024 and The five-year average is 78.3 hours per season

over the course of 10 days. The board reviewed and
updated the employee leave policies before the
meeting was closed.

The next DPPD meeting is scheduled for Jan. 7,
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Amanda Spradlin Prepares for National Finals in Nevada

ANDREA NISLEY

Greta Rickertsen of Lexington in the
Junior Division, Dakota Vrbas of Strat-
ton in the Senior Division, and Amanda
Spradlin of Cozad in the Adult Division
will be Nebraska's delegates to the Na-
tional Finals of the Make It with Wool
Contest. They were chosen Nov. 22 by
judges at the state contest conducted
by Make It with Wool State Director
Andrea Nisley of Elwood. Contestants
participated at the Lexington Middle
School in Lexington.

The National Make It with Wool Con-
test is scheduled for Jan. 29-31, 2026, in
Reno, NV.

In the Junior Division, first place
went to Greta Rickertsen of Lexington.
Second place went to Lorelai Rickertsen
of Lexington, who received a Bernina

Keep up
with what's
happening!

Sugscise Topay!
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sewing machine.

Other contestants earning honors
were third-place winner Wesley Thomp-
son, Lexington; fourth-place winner
Elena McFarland, Lexington; fifth-place
winner Mollie Spradlin, Cozad; sixth-
place winner Ella Brennemann, Valen-
tine; and seventh-place winner Maya
Soria, Kearney. Other junior participants
were Hunter Creech, Mitchell; Maggie
Duryea, Lexington; Dayton Jons, Lin-
coln; Bristol McConville, Lexington; Julia
Nicholson, Chadron; Millie Pepplitsch,
Lexington; Mollie Spradlin, Cozad; and
Tristan Taylor, Broken Bow.

First place in the Senior Division went
to Dakota Vrbas, Stratton.

In the Preteen Division, first place
went to Eden Ochsner, Aurora, who re-
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Merry Christmas
from all of us at

Cozad Vet Clinic

ceived a sewing basket with sewing no-
tions. Second place went to Augustine
Hanson, Aurora; third place to Cassidy
Goertzen, Hampton; fourth place to
Eva De La Cruz, Hampton; fifth place to
Claire Hunke, Lexington; sixth place to
Barrett Hunke, Lexington; seventh place
to Keziah Galster, Funk; eighth place to
Melissa Montano, Kearney; ninth place
to Scarlett Andrews, York; and tenth
place to Harlow Rickertsen, Lexington.
Other preteen contestants were
Corbin Anderson, Mitchell; Silas An-
drews, York; Josue Casanova, Lexington;
Milenzy Casanova, Lexington; Evelyn
Conejo, Lexington; Brooklyn Creech,
Mitchell; Gage Creech, Mitchell; Kim-
berly Duryea, Lexington; Lysa Duryea,
Lexington; Kanaan Galster, Funk; Zoey

Gimpel, Aurora; Augustine Hanson,
Aurora; Leah Ochsner, Aurora; Zipporah
Ochsner, Aurora; Asher Regier, Aurora;
Alex Rickertsen, Lexington; Arista Scott,
Thedford; Emery Scott, Aurora; RyDell
Scott, Thedford; Charlee Vrbas, Strat-
ton; and Jaspen Vrbas, Stratton.

In the Adult Division, first place went
to Amanda Spradlin, Cozad; second
place to Rachelle Anderson, Mitchell;
and third place to Melissa Nicholson,
Chadron.

In the Made for Others Division, the
winner was Krystal Galster, Funk, who
constructed a jumper for her daughter,
Kaia Galster. Second place also went
to Krystal Galster, Funk, for a pair of
overalls she constructed for her son,
Kaleb Galster.
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Monthly Fundraiser at GGC Provides He&liday Spirit

MEL NUTT, CORRESPONDENT

The monthly fundraiser meal at the Grand Gener-
ation Center on Thursday, Dec. 8, provided not only
a delicious and nutritious meal but also a visit from
Santa and entertainment for those choosing to dine
in.

The December meal included ham balls, cheesy
potatoes, peas, red hot Jell-0 salad, a roll, an apple
tartlet, and coffee, water, and tea. Festive tables
welcomed patrons with holiday placemats, napkins,
and décor.

Each month's fundraiser meal has included a free
produce and grocery giveaway since 2020. About 20
volunteers assist with distributing the grocery tote
bags and serving meals each month. On Dec. 8, FCCLA
members Raegan Love and Kaydience Martin Jackson
donated their time to help with the drive-thru while
dressed in snowman attire. This month's grocery
totes contained 17 nonperishable items and a pound
of frozen ground beef.

The monthly fundraiser meals began with Coni
Bratton in 1984, and the tradition has continued
through the years. Present Director Tamie Thurn, who
has been with the center for many years, continually
explores new ways to draw in a crowd, including hon-
oring Dawson County's Finest (law enforcement and
fire and rescue personnel) and hosting a Farmer and
Rancher Evening. She also hires various entertainers,
including local DJ Bobby Devine, Cozad's own Elvis
Presley (Larry Allen), and others. One of her favorite
performers during her tenure was the late Junior
Dishman, who often sang to a full center.

Thurn asked Kiley Barwick and Co. to perform at
Thursday evening's fundraiser meal, and they deliv-
ered. "l asked Kiley and Blaine to perform as they are
really good and have been the entertainers that we
sponsor for Rotary for our Music Mondays,” Thurn
said. Barwick, a Nebraska native, lives in Cozad, and
Blaine Garrelts lives north of Brady. In addition to
Barwick's performance schedule, she works three

Santa was a special guest at the grocery giveaway/monthly fundraiser meal drive thru held at the Grand Generation Center on Thursday,
Dec. 8. He handed out candy canes to everyone in the vehicles as they drove through the drive thru and greeted patrons as they entered
the center to dine in. (LOCAL Photos by Mel Nutt)

mornings a week at the Community Wellness Center
from 5:30 to 8 a.m., works at Malcom, Nelson, and
Windrum, LLC Law Office during the day, and then
heads to Dairy Queen to work several evenings a
week.

The fundraiser meals vary throughout the year,
including burger nights during the summer months.
“Our most popular meal is November's turkey dinner
with all of the trimmings,” Thurn said.

The center uses the proceeds from the dinners to
keep the facility open and appreciates the patronage
of those who come through the drive-thru or dine-in
each month.
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LIZ ROMERO

The Lady Haymaker wrestlers faced a challenging
week on the mat, showing determination and skill
despite tough competition.

In a Dec. 11 dual against McCook, Cozad fell 18-42 but
had bright spots to build on. Abby Negley (120) secured
a second-period pin over Peyton Cock, and Andrea
Saravia (145) dominated Stormi Knight with a first-pe-
riod pin. Betzaida Ultera (105) earned a win by forfeit.
The Haymakers tied the Bison in takedown points and
scored the most reversal points, proving their strength
even in defeat. Audrey Osburn (110), Daniella Moss (125),
Nevaeh Allen (170), and Graciah Roberts (190) all fought
hard but came up short, while Cozad did not field wres-
tlers in four weight classes, giving McCook 18 points by
default.

Two days later, the team traveled to the Sandhills
Valley Girls Invitational, competing against 30 schools.
Negley continued her dominance, winning all four of
her matches by pin. Saravia went 3-1, pinning three op-
ponents and falling only to Lanica Zimmerman. Ultera
earned a first-period pin over Bayler Clay and added a
second win before losing to McKenna Hernandez. Moss
had five matches, picking up two wins, while Allen,
Granay, and Roberts each recorded victories in a tough
field. Osburn faced stiff competition in three matches
but battled hard throughout the day.

Head Coach Tim Negley shared, “Everyone is working
hard and getting better every day little by little. This is
still pretty new for many of them.” He is proud of the
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—
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Cozad Telephone is
here for our local and
rural customers.
Open Monday-Friday:
8am-4:30pm
122 E. 7th Street, Cozad,
NE 69130 | 308.784.4044

+ Gigabit Fiber

- Absolute Cable TV

* 24-hour technical
support

Nevaeh Allen works for a takedown during the Lady Haymakers dual against McCook on Dec. 11. (LOCAL Photo by Barry Mraz)

forward to seeing where the rest of the season goes.
Despite the losses, the Lady Haymakers showed

resilience, finishing the week with several standout

performances. The team will travel to McCook for the

Bison Invitational on Dec. 18 with a 3 p.m. start before
breaking for the holiday season. The Lady Haymakers
return to action Jan. 8 at the Norm Manstedt Invite in
Columbus at 10 a.m.

Helping People Live Their Best Lives.

an appointmenttoday at 308-537-4042.

Diagnostic Imaging without a Doctor’s Order

Scheduling essential diagnostic imaging tests is easier than ever. Now with Direct
Access Testing (DAT), tests like bone density scans, aortic screenings, body mass

index, and cardiac calcium scoring are just a phone call away.

No insurance needed—ijust a simple cash price. Call to schedule
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Haymakers Earn Key Wms Amid Tough Duals

LIZ ROMERO

The Cozad Haymakers wrestling team faced a challenging week,
beginning with a dual against the McCook Bison on Dec. 11. Wyatt
Hueftle (106) earned six points with a forfeit win, and Kaden Shirley
(144) dominated 16-1 over Calvin Schaffert. Landon Baker (157), Brenner
Thayer (165), and Marcus Ruano (heavyweight) added pins, but several
other Haymakers fell short as McCook took the dual.

Cozad then traveled to the Colby, Kansas Invitational, featuring 20
teams from Nebraska, Colorado, and Kansas. The Haymakers opened
with a 42-29 win over Goodland, Kansas, and followed it with a 39-29
victory over LaCygne-Prairie View, Kansas. Other duals proved more
difficult, including losses to Hutchison, Liberal, Oakley, Pine Creek,
Effingham-Atchison Community, and Phillipsburg. Hueftle, Hasbrouck,
Hernandez, Inek, Thayer, Baker, Shirley, Ventura, and Ruano all contrib-
uted standout performances throughout the invitational.

Noting the timing of the holiday break, Coach Derek Hammerlun said,
“The break will hopefully allow us to get several of our injured athletes
into the practice room and their wrestling seasons started as we enter
January and February.” Hammerlun plans to focus on situational work
to address areas that need improvement from December's competition.

The Haymakers will travel to Valentine on Saturday, Dec. 20, for an

invitational and will use the holiday break to prepare for the Manstedt  kaden Shirley (144) turned in a standout performance against McCook on Dec. T1, earning a decisive 16-1 victory over
Invite in Columbus on Jan. 9. Calvin Schaffert. (LOCAL Photo by Barry Mraz)

|=l MEDICAL CLINIC PROVIDERS
- (ozad(ommc.2c2

HEALTH SYSTEM
Caring for 75 years.

Kristi Follmer, MSN, . " s
APRN, FNP-C ENP-C 5 , PA-C Jennifer Hunke, PA-C

Wishing you a Healthy & Happy
Holiday Season!




COZADLOCAL.COM

Haymakers Keep Their Win Streak Alive

JAYDEN WILLS

The Haymaker boys' basketball team
hosted the Hershey Panthers in a home
game on Dec. 12, where they claimed a
huge 71-41 victory.

In the first quarter, the Haymakers
were able to operate a strong offense
and score 21 points while keeping their
defense strong as well, holding the Pan-
thers to 9 points. Cozad was able to keep
their steady pace, finding the net for 15
points and keeping Hershey to only 10,
making the score 36-19 going into the
locker room at halftime.

The Haymakers continued to use
their momentum coming out after the
half. They found the basket in the third
quarter for another 18 points while only
allowing Hershey to score 10. The fourth
quarter Cozad wrapped up the game by
adding another 17 points while making
sure the Panthers could only get 12. At
the buzzer, the Haymakers took the win
-41.

Olliver Davis scored 20 points, fol-
lowed by Chayden Hoffmaster and Gage
Strauss, 15 and 13 points, respectively.

The win propelled the Haymakers onto
the court on Saturday, Dec. 13, hosting
another home game against the Hol-
drege Dusters in a matchup that ended
with a final score of 73-51in favor of the
Haymakers.

Following the tip off, the Haymakers
were ready to play; they scored 17 points
and held Holdrege to only 11. The second
quarter mirrored the first when they
found the net to add 23 points while
only allowing 15 from the Dusters, mak-
ing the score 40-26 going into halftime.

In the third quarter, the Haymakers
put up 15 points and kept Holdrege to
13. Cozad found the basket for 18 more
points in the fourth quarter, ending the
game 73-51.

Junior Kellen Shoemaker, had an
outstanding game with 20 points
and 8 rebounds, followed by Chayden
Hoffmaster who had 16 points and 10
rebounds.

Cozad will host back-to-back home
games on Dec. 18 against Cambridge and
Dec. 20, Alma.

Sugsciee Topay!
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Tough Back-to-Back Losses for Lady Haymakers
COZAD LOCAL

The Cozad girls basketball team dropped two home contests last week against
Hershey and Holdrege.

Cozad hosted the Hershey Panthers on Dec. 12 and played even through the
opening quarter, with both teams scoring six points. Hershey gained control in
the second quarter, scoring nine points while holding the Haymakers to three to
take a 15-9 lead at halftime.

Hershey continued to build momentum after the break, scoring 18 points in the
third quarter and limiting Cozad to three.

The Haymakers showed renewed energy in the fourth quarter, scoring 15
points, but Hershey matched them point for point to seal a 48-27 win. No indi-
vidual statistics were reported.

The following night, Dec. 13, Cozad faced Holdrege and fell behind early. The
Dusters pushed the pace in the first quarter, scoring 21 points and allowing just
three. Cozad responded in the second quarter with improved ball movement and
12 points, but Holdrege continued to score efficiently and took a 35-15 lead into
halftime.

The second half followed a similar pattern. Holdrege added 22 points in the
third quarter and 13 more in the fourth. Cozad struggled to keep pace, scoring
seven points in the third and five in the fourth in a 70-27 loss. No statistics were
reported.

The Haymakers return to action tonight, Dec. 18, when they host Cambridge,
then Alma on Saturday, Dec. 20.
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Cozad Elementary 4th graders perform “Around the World at Christmas Time," sharing songs and traditions from several countries. The students closed the program with a reprise of the title piece after an
evening of singing, narrating, and recorder music. (Courtesy Photo)

“Around the World at Christmas Time”’

MEL NUTT, CORRESPONDENT

The 4th grade students at Cozad
Elementary kicked off the holiday
concert season on Monday, Dec. 8,
with their program “Around the World
at Christmas Time." The program was
directed by elementary music teacher
Senja Stephens and assisted by teach-
er's aide Camryn Yilk. Yilk, a senior at
CHS, has served as a teacher’s aide in
the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grades during the
first semester of the 2025-26 school

308-325-3062

year. The sound technician was Merce-
dez Guerra.

Student narrators included Sawyer
Rutkowski, Brantley Baal, Zayleigh
Bevard, Diego Hernandez, Zaryah
Hagan-Benash, Natalee Rhoades,
Reymundo Nunez-Brunick, Lilliauna
Rascon, Layni Breazeale, Adelynn Dela-
serna, Olivia Vanoss, Isabella Kollars,
Rosalie Craig, James Rima, and Felicity
Graves.

Following the opening selection,
“Around the World at Christmas Time,”
the students performed pieces rep-
resenting several countries: “Jingle All
the Way" (United States), “The Pifata
Song" (Mexico), “Patapan” (France), "0
Christmas Tree" (Germany), and "Deck
the Halls” (England and beyond).

Featured percussionists on “The
Pinata Song" were Rosalee Hardee,
Cabhan Twyford, Brecken Barber, and

FROM ALL
OF US AT

Quinn Coble.

The program also included three
selections played by students on their
recorders: “Fantasy on an Old French
Carol,” "Hot Cross Cocoa,” and “Gently
Falling Snow."

The students stayed engaged
throughout the program, including
part-singing on several selections.
The evening closed with a reprise of
“Around the World at Christmas Time."

 CHRISTMAS

from all of us at

Cozad Services Inc.
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Cozad Elementary 5th graders pose for a group photo following their performance of ‘The Nutcracker Suite' on Dec. 8 at the CHS auditorium. The students presented the classic holiday production under the
direction of music teacher Senja Stephens. (Courtesy Photo)

Cozad 5th Graders Present ‘The Nutcracker:Suite’

MEL NUTT,

CORRESPONDENT

The 5th grade class at Cozad Elementary took the
stage at the newly renovated CHS auditorium on Mon-
day evening, Dec. 8, to perform the classic Christmas
favorite ‘The Nutcracker Suite’. ‘The Nutcracker Suite’,
Op. 71, is an 1892 two-act classical ballet by Peter
llyich Tchaikovsky, set on Christmas Eve and centered
around a child's imagination and a Nutcracker doll.
Composer and arranger Sally K. Albrecht adapted
the piece for this performance, which played to a full
auditorium of parents, grandparents, families, staff,
and community members.

Elementary music teacher Senja Stephens directed
the performance, with Mercedez Guerra serving as
sound technician.

Narrators for the performance were Baylee Brill,
Mariah Florke, Gabe Bazata, Dalari Morales Gonzalez,
and Annabelle Davis.

Cast members included Palmer Wilkins as Clara,
Aaron Mustard as the Nutcracker, James Ross as Fritz,
Wyatt Schneider as Godpapa, Quinn Smith as the
Sugarplum Princess, and Kamden Kugler as the Mouse
King.

Reed Flutes were portrayed by Wyatt Liebhart, Poe
Hser, and Cooper Richter.

Hazel Crawford performed as the Arab Dance solo-
ist, with Nola Schmeeckle, Lexi Davis, Cammi Elliott,
and Faith Henrickson as Arab Dancers.

Chinese Dancers included Jonathan Liwis, Braylynn
Kappes, Hynlee Peterson, and Margie Pethoud. Rus-
sian Dancers were Cole Osborn, Lucas Groteluschen,
and Dalyla Canas.

Sugarplum Dancers were Josie Bazata, Serenity Car-

ter, Harper Osborn, Jamie Dowdy, and Paisley Ackman.
Flower Dancers were Brayley Snyder, Cora Adkisson,
Arely McFall, Raelynn Carlson, Margaret Kinnan, and
Halsey Nelson. Members of the Flower Chorus included
Stevi Wagner, Autumn Twine, Alvina Roberts, Ellery
Love, Mariana Gomez Penaflor, Nicol Diaz, Chaylie
Albrecht, Maddison Clevenger, and Maranda Bishop.
Mice Chorus members were Alex Orona, Bentley
Hild, Reid Horse, Noah Lopez, Ryker Bartlett, Zayden
Walker, Sawyer Schukei, Hadley Carlson, Grettel Lima
Macias, Amanda Mead, and Aeran Schneider.
Members of the Soldier Chorus included Leland
Maudlin, Adrian Lugo Castro, Zeke Hernandez, Owen
Ide, Nathaniel Osburn, Lakota Leaf, Hunter Taylor, Bar-
rett Peden, Helix Wolfe, Adyn Zuniga, and Mark Dean.
Musical selections included the Overture, performed
by all 5th graders; March, performed by the Mice and
Soldier Chorus featuring Kamden Kugler as the Mouse
King and Aaron Mustard as the Nutcracker; Dance
of the Sugarplum Fairy, performed by all 5th graders
and featuring Quinn Smith as the Sugarplum Princess
with Sugarplum Dancers Josie Bazata, Serenity Carter,
Harper Osborn, Jamie Dowdy, and Paisley Ackman;
Russian Dance (Trepak), featuring Dalyla Canas,
Cole Osborn, and Lucas Groteluschen; Arab Dance,
featuring soloist Hazel Crawford and Arab Dancers
Nola Schmeeckle, Lexi Davis, Cammi Elliott, and
Faith Henrickson; Chinese Dance, featuring Jonathan
Liwis, Braylynn Kappes, Hynlee Peterson, and Margie
Pethoud; Dance of the Reed Flutes, featuring Wyatt
Liebhart, Poe Hser, and Cooper Richter; and Waltz
of the Flowers, performed by the Flower Chorus and

featuring Palmer Wilkins as Clara, Aaron Mustard as
the Nutcracker, and Flower Dancers Brayley Snyder,
Cora Adkisson, Arely McFall, Raelynn Carlson, Margaret
Kinnan, and Halsey Nelson.

Prop and stage manager duties were handled by
Samuel Bauer, Korben Waller, and Randy Mejia.

Elementary Principal Justin Dowdy praised the
students following the performance. “Our students
shined once again under Mrs. Stephens’ direction. The
dedication and hard work of our 4th and 5th graders
were clear throughout the evening. It was a strong
showcase of their talent and teamwork."

We take the guess work

out of your Healthcare...

By combining the latest of technologies with
a timeless commitment to personal service

By having pharmacists always ready
to answer your questions

By having the best selection of health products
Discover the Difference

@ SERVICE DRUG

EXCELLENCE IN HEALTHCARE... EVERY DAY
“Your Complete Health Care Pharmacy” | Free Local Delivery

133 E. 8th St, Cozad | 308-784-2238 | [E1 JM's Gifts
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Notice
NOTICE OF INCORPORATION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
Cozad Wrestling Club, Inc,, a
Nebraska Nonprofit Corpora-
tion, is organized as a public
benefit corporation under the
laws of the State of Nebraska,
with its registered office at
809 Meridian Ave., Cozad, NE
69130. The registered agent
is Bronson J. Malcom. The
incorporator is Brian Messer-
smith, 830 Meridian Avenue,
PO Box 145, Cozad, NE 69130.
The corporation will not have

members.
Malcom, Nelsen
& Windrum Law Office
Attorney for:
Cozad Wrestling Club, Inc.
PO Box 174
Cozad, NE 69130
(308) 784-2048
Dec. 4, 2025
Dec. 11,2025
Dec. 18, 2025
(23) znez

Notice
NOTICE OF MEETING
Notice is hereby given that a
meeting of the City Council of
the City of Cozad, Nebraska
will be held at 7:00 p.m. on
Monday, December 22, 2025,
at the City Office Building,
which meeting will be open
to the public. The Mayor and
City Council reserve the right
to adjourn into executive
session as per Section 84-
1410 of the Nebraska Revised
Statutes. An agenda for such
meeting kept continually
current is available for public
inspection at the City Clerk's
Office during normal business

hours.
Brandi Kloepping
Cozad City Clerk
Dec. 18, 2025
(21) znez

Notice
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
OF
D. D. EASTERDAY, LLC
Notice is hereby given that D.
D. EASTERDAY, LLC, a Nebras-
ka limited liability company,

has been organized under the
laws of the State of Nebras-
ka, with its designated office
at 41293 Rd. 746 Eustis, NE
69028. Its registered agent is
CNRA, LLC at 121 E. 8th Street,
PO Box 229, Cozad, NE 69130.
Hart, Huyser & Miller,
PC, LLO.
Attorneys at Law
Dec. 18, 2025
Dec. 25, 2025
Jan.1,2026
(16) znez

Notice

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ)
FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES
NEBRASKA GRID RESILIENCY
GRANT PROGRAM
For the Benefit of: City of
Cozad and the Cozad Board of
Public Works 211W. 8th Street,
Cozad, NE. The City of Cozad,
and the Cozad Board of Pub-
lic Works located in Dawson
County, Nebraska has been
awarded funding through
the Nebraska Grid Resiliency
Grant, created from Prevent-
ing Outages and Enhancing
the Resilience of the Electrical
Grid/Hazard Hardening dol-
lars awarded to the state and
administered by the NE Dept.
of Environment and Energy, is
funded by the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act (IlJA)
through the Grid Deployment
office and administered by
the National Energy Technol-
ogy Laboratory of the U. S.
Department of Energy (DOE).
For information regarding
the grant and scope of work
please call Chris White at 308-
325-5289. The Review Com-
mittee will use competitive
negotiation procedures con-
sidering the following factors
requested in the Request for
Qualifications: - Qualifica-
tions (30 points) technical ex-
pertise concerning design of
municipal electrical systems;
experience of the firm, and
"key personnel” who would
be working on the project. -
Knowledge of and Experience
(30 points) with federally

funded programs, particular-
ly DOE funded programs, and
a record of past performance
on previous contracts for sim-
ilar projects; including quality
of work, timeliness and cost
control. May include exam-
ples of past projects and
references as well as knowl-
edge of the proposed project.
- Project and Team Collabora-
tion: (30 points) discuss proj-
ect approach in working with
the Board of Public Works
and the City and proposed
Scope of Work for a com-
plete project. - Timeframe (10
points) for undertaking the
project based upon months
from award of engineering
contract and taking into con-
sideration the current work-
load of the firm. Respondents
should consider time is of the
essence. Interested firms may
request a full proposal from
robyn@cozaddevelopment.
com or by calling 308-784-
8006. Qualifications are due
January 12, 2026, at 3:00 PM.
One hard copy and one elec-
tronic copy shall be submit-
ted to: Robyn Geiser, 121 W.
9th Street, Suite E. P.O. Box
252 Cozad, NE 69130. robyn@
cozaddevelopment.com.
Dec. 18, 2025

(82) znez

Notice
REGULAR MEETING
A meeting of the Mayor and
City Council of Cozad, Dawson
County, Nebraska was con-
vened in an open and public
session at 7:.00 p.m. on Mon-
day, November 3, 2025, in the
Council Chambers of the City
Office Building at 215 West
8th Street. A copy of the Open
Meetings Act is posted in the
Council Chambers. Present
for the meeting were: Mayor
Marcus Kloepping, City At-
torney Jennifer Rowling, City
Clerk Brandi Kloepping, Coun-
cilmembers Pat Worthman,
Jennifer Howerter, Jordan
Curtice, David Hernandez,
Chief Nick Reynolds, Com-
missioner Jimmy Weinmaster,
Commissioner Troy Franzen,

Library Director Laurie Yo-
com, Lineman Zeb Knacksted.
Also present: Brian Messer-
smith with Arnold Insurance
Agency, Jason Schneider, Jen-
nifer Schneider, Mel Nutt with
Cozad Local. Absent: Commis-
sioner Chris White. Notice
of the meeting was given in
advance by publishing in the
Cozad Local. Advance notice
and a copy of the agenda was
given to members of the City
Council. All proceedings here-
after shown were taken while
the meeting was opened to
the attendance of the public.
Mayor Kloepping opened the
meeting at 7:00 p.m. Curtice
moved, Worthman second-
ed, to approve the consent
agenda which included: City
Council Minutes - October 20.
Roll call vote: Yea - Howerter,
Hernandez, Worthman, Cur-
tice. No - None. Worthman
moved, Howerter seconded,
to approve claims excluding
none: 911 CUSTOM LLC - 85.98-
SU, ALL POINTS COOPERATIVE
- 702017-SU, BLACK HILLS
ENERGY - 400.68,-EX, BOARD
OF PUBLIC WORKS - 4877.30-
EX, CENGAGE LEARNING INC/
GALE - 6713-SU, CENTER
POINT INC - 28.67-SU, CO-
LONIAL LIFE - 3890.18-EX,
COZAD DEVELOPMENT COR-
PORATION - 25919.99-EX,
COZAD TELEPHONE COMPANY
-1466.83-EX, DANKO -440.00-
SU, DAWSON COUNTY COURT
- 324.02-EX, EAKES OFFICE
SOLUTIONS - 632.87-SU, TY-
LER EARL - 100.00-SU, EFTPS
- 3786.14-EX, Mary Eden-
burn - 690.00-EX, FYR - TEK
INC - 330.00-SU, HOMETOWN
LEASING - 519.60-EX, Debra J
Herbert - 220.00-EX, ISLAND
SUPPLY WELDING (O - 19.84-
SU, Inovalon Provider, Inc.
- 143.49-EX, JACK'S WELDING
LLC - 500.00-EX, NEBRASKA
DEPT REVENUE - 2078.80-EX,
Luis A. Nunez - 440.00-EX, Re-
gional Care Inc. - 65851.45-EX,
Ariel Rose - 100.00-SU, Stryker
Sales Corporation - 48560.42-
SU, TASC-1508.39-EX, TYE &
ROWLING, PC LLO - 3910.38-
EX, The Lincoln National Life

Insurance Comp - 233.55-EX,
VILLAGE UNIFORM - 120.103-
EX, VOYAFINANCIAL - 8798.22-
EX, VVS INC. - 99.96-SU,
Verizon Wireless -80.02-EX,
WEX BANK - 996.54-SU, Wil-
son Public Library - 17.05-EX,
Total - 19425777 Roll call
vote: Yea -Hernandez, Cur-
tice, Howerter, Worthman.
No - None. Clerk Kloepping
read ordinance 1578 by title.
Howerter moved, Worthman
seconded, to move Ordinance
1578 Municipal Water and
Sewer Rates to the 2nd read-
ing. Roll call vote: Yea -Her-
nandez, Curtice, Worthman,
Howerter. No - None. Curtice
moved, Howerter seconded,
to approve new members to
the Fire Department, Braxton
Walker and Jax Wiesen. Roll
call vote: Yea - Worthman,
Hernandez, Howerter, Curtice.
No - None. Howerter moved,
Worthman seconded, to ap-
prove the Liability Insurance
Renewal as presented by Bri-
an Messersmith with Arnold
Insurance Agency. Roll call
vote: Yea - Curtice, Hernan-
dez, Worthman, Howerter.
No - None. There being no
further business, the meet-
ing adjourned at 7:23 p.m.
Meeting resumed to go into
Executive Session as Attor-
ney Rowling remembered a
discussion on the possible
litigation to bring up. May-
or Kloepping reopened the
meeting at 7:26 p.m. Present:
Mayor Kloepping, City Attor-
ney Rowling, Clerk Kloepping,
Councilmembers:  Howerter,
Curtice, Worthman, Hernan-
dez. Mayor Kloepping asked
for a motion to go into Exec-
utive Session to discuss possi-
ble litigation. Curtice moved,
Hernandez seconded, to go
into Executive Session to dis-
cuss possible litigation at 7:29
p.m. Roll call vote: Yea - How-
erter, Worthman, Hernandez,
Curtice. No - None. Curtice
moved, Worthman seconded,
to go out of Executive Session
from discussion of possible
litigation at 7:41 p.m. Roll call
vote: Yea - Hernandez, How-

erter, Worthman, Curtice.
No - None. There being no
further business, the meeting
adjourned at 7:41 p.m.
Mayor Marcus Kloepping
ATTEST:
City Clerk/Treasurer
Brandi Kloepping
Dec. 18,2025
(154) znez

Notice
REGULAR MEETING
A meeting of the Mayor and
City Council of Cozad, Daw-
son County, Nebraska was
convened in an open and
public session at 7:00 p.m. on
Monday, November 17, 2025,
in the Council Chambers of
the City Office Building at
215 West 8th Street. A copy
of the Open Meetings Act is
posted in the Council Cham-
bers. Present for the meeting
were: Mayor Marcus Kloep-
ping, City Attorney Jennifer
Rowling, City Clerk Brandi
Kloepping, Councilmembers
Pat Worthman, Jennifer How-
erter, Jordan Curtice, David
Hernandez, Chief Nick Reyn-
olds, Commissioner Jimmy
Weinmaster,  Commissioner
Troy Franzen, Library Director
Laurie Yocom. Absent: Com-
missioner Chris White. Notice
of the meeting was given in
advance by publishing in the
Cozad Local. Advance notice
and a copy of the agenda was
given to members of the City
Council. All proceedings here-
after shown were taken while
the meeting was opened to
the attendance of the public.
Mayor Kloepping opened the
meeting at 7:00 p.m. Curtice
moved, Worthman seconded,
to approve the consent agen-
da which included: City Coun-
cil Minutes - November 3 &
Retreat November 3. Roll call
vote: Yea - Hernandez, How-
erter, Worthman, Curtice. No
- None. Worthman moved,
Howerter seconded, to ap-
prove claims excluding none:
222 HARDWARE - 658.62-SU,
AMERICAN LEGAL PUBLISHING
- 550.00-EX, AT & T Mobility -
211.47-EX, CENGAGE LEARNING
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Legals

INC/GALE - 32.29-SU, CENTER
POINT INC - 58.93-SU, CORN-
HUSKER STATE INDUSTRIES -
1873.00-SU, COZAD SERVICES
- 158.63-EX, COZAD VETERI-
NARY CLINIC - 98.00-EX, CUL-
LIGAN - 66.50-EX, Cozad Auto
Supply - 757.87-SU, DAS STATE
ACCTG- CENTRAL FINANCE -
150.00-EX, DAWSON PUBLIC
POWER DISTRIC - 342.32-EX,
DAWSON  COUNTY COURT
- 324.02-EX, EBSCO - 371.39-
SU, EFTPS - 13762.41-EX, Elan
Financial Services - 514.37-
SU, Equitable Financial Lif Ins
Co of America - 84.80-EX,
Graczyk Lawn and Landscape
- 510.00-EX, Great Plains
Uniform, LLC - 376.68-SU, IN-
GRAM LIBRARY SERVICES INC
- 1474.86-SU, J.P. COOKE CO.
- 90.25-SU, JACK'S WELDING
LLC - 7774-EX, LEXINGTON
AREA SOLIDWASTE AGEN -
10531.62-EX, MEAD LUMBER
(O INC - 57.83-SU, MICROFILM
IMAGING SYSTEMS - 70.00-
EX, MUNICIPAL SUPPLY, INC.
OF NEBRASKA - 5335.45-SU,
Miller Towing LLC - 181.00-
EX, NEBRASKA DEPT REVE-
NUE - 2065.24-EX, O'Reilly
Automotive, Inc. - 203.82-SU,
Oliver Consulting Services,
Inc. - 3661.52-EX, PAPER TI-
GER SHREDDING - 45.00-EX,
PAULSEN INC - 7422.24-SU,
Tim Ryan - 860.00-EX, SER-
VICE DRUG - 236.00-SU,SON-
NY'S SUPER FOODS - 24.95-SU,
SUN LIFE FINANCIAL - 1841.49-
EX, SYNDICATE PUBLISHING,
L.LC -9776-EX, Southwest-
ern Equipment Company -
1059.78-SU, TA S C - 1508.39-
EX, TRACTOR SUPPLY CREDIT
PLAN -1022.85-SU, Troy's Tire
& Auto - 1136.24-EX, VOYA
FINANCIAL - 8682.02-EX, WEX
BANK - 571.51-SU, Wilson Pub-
lic Library - 46.10-EX, LAURIE
YOCOM - 42.73-SU Total -
73847.66 Roll call vote: Yea -
Curtice, Hernandez, Howerter,
Worthman. No - None. Clerk
Kloepping read ordinance
1578 by title. Curtice moved,
Worthman  seconded, to
move Ordinance 1578 Munic-
ipal Water and Sewer Rates
to the 3rd and final reading.

Roll call vote: Yea - Hernan-
dez, Curtice, Worthman, How-
erter. No - None. Howerter
moved, Worthman seconded,
to approve Resolution 2025-
15 Cozad Fees. Roll call vote:
Yea - Worthman, Hernandez,
Howerter, Curtice. No - None.
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-15 OF
THE CITY OF COZAD, NEBRAS-
KA BE IT RESOLVED BY THE
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
OF COZAD, NEBRASKA, that:
Sec. 1. That the following
fees for issuance of permits
as hereafter set forth be and
the same hereby are adopt-
ed. No permit shall be issued
until such fees have first
been paid. Building Permits:
Fence/Sign/Animal Kennel or
Pen/Deck or Porch/Carport/
Swimming Pool $25.00. Sprin-
kler System/Pressure Vacuum
Breaker Backflow presenter
$40.00. Accessory Building:
under 10x12 $75.00. over 10x12
$100.00 Detached or At-
tached Garage $150.00. New
Construction: Residential
$300.00 Commercial $500.00.
Additions: Residential
$250.00. Commercial $450.00
. Moving  $200.00. Mobile
Home (in court) $250.00.
Major and Minor Subdivi-
sions $215.00. Administrative
Lot Splits $150.00. Permit
for Condition Use $215.00.
Zoning  changes/variances/
amendments $215.00. Animal
Control: (PET LICENSE JAN 1st
- Dec 31st). Neutered/Spayed
$11.00. Non-Neutered/Spayed
$21.00. Delinquent/Impound
$31.00. Impound Fee $35.00.
Rabies Vaccination $25.00.
Boarding Fees/Day: All ani-
mals $17.00. Administration
Fees: Copies $.25/ea. Fax In/
Out  $2.00/$1.00. Returned
Check Charge $30.00. Muny
Park  Campground: Daily
Rate - 2-week maximum stay
$30.00. Pool: Season Pass
Family $125.00. Season Pass
Single $80.00. Day Pass $3.00.
Kiddy Pool only $2.00. Ceme-
tery: Resident Space $250.00.
Non-Resident Space $350.00.
Grave Opening/Closing
$400.00. Cremation $300.00.

Saturday extra $150.00. Sun-
day/Holiday extra $200.00.
Police Escort $15.00. Week-
end/Holiday $50.00. Library:
Overdue Books $ .20/day.
Overdue Video $1.00/day. An-
nual Licenses: Vendors: Daily
$40.00. Annually $200.00.
Plumbers/Electricians $50.00.
Tobacco $30.00. Police: Ac-
cident Reports: Picked Up/
Emailed $10.00. Mailed $11.00.
Street/Solid Waste: Mowing
for weed nuisance: $300.00
- Ist violation $500.00 - 2nd
violation $700.00 - 3rd vio-
lation. $900.00 - 4th viola-
tion** **Ongoing violations
will be increased by $200.00
in perpetuity for remainder of
current season. Tree dump key
(Tree Service Companies only)
$200.00/month. Permit for
Right-of-Way $125.00. Permit
for cutting into paving, curb
or Sidewalk: $125.00. Deposit
$50.00/running foot. Con-
struction Dumpster Rental:
$25.00/weekly rental. $35.00/
tipping fee. Big Roll-off Rent-
al: Fifteen (15) day rental
$100.00 deposit. $100.00 de-
livery $100.00/dump + land-
fill fees. $50.00 fee will be
added for every 15 days past
the initial 15-day rental. Am-
bulance/Fire: Mileage $15.00/
loaded mile. Non-Emergency
$600.00. Emergency $800.00.
Vehicles-Per Hour: Pumper
Truck $400.00. Tanker Truck
$250.00. Grass Rig $200.00.
Aerial Ladder Truck $475.00.
Utility Truck $175.00. Heavy
Rescue Unit/Water Rescue
Unit $225.00. Hazardous Ma-
terial Unit $200.00. Command
Vehicle $100.00. Ambulance -
Standby Only $125.00. Quick
Attack Truck $175.00. Water-
craft  $175.00. Mileage-Per
Mile  $8.00. Equipment-Per
Use: Jaws of Life $175.00.
Power Saw $125.00. Hydraulic
Jack/Chisels $125.00. Cribbing
Blocks $15.00. Winches $15.00.
Air Bags $75.00. High Lift
Jack $25.00. Brooms $15.00.
Hand Tools/Shovels $15.00.
Ventilation Fan $125.00. Bun-
ker Gear-Replacement Cost
$4000.00. Supplies-Per Unit:

(Class A Foam $100.00. Class
AFFF Foam $175.00. Absor-
bent Pads $15.00. Absorbent
Material $20.00. Salvage Cov-
ers $55.00. Floor Dry $15.00.
Safety Flares $8.00. Sec. 2.
That the following deposit for
the following permits be and
are hereby established and
no permit shall be issued until
such deposit has been paid.
PASSED AND APPROVED this
17th day of November, 2025.
MARCUS KLOEPPING, MAYOR
ATTEST: (SEAL)
BRANDI KLOEPPING,
CITY CLERK/TREASURER
Howerter moved, Worthman
seconded, to approve sign-
ing of One Solutions Agree-
ments for ambulance billing.
Roll call vote: Yea - Curtice,
Hernandez, Worthman, How-
erter. No - None. Worthman
moved, Howerter seconded,
to approve signing of Set
Your Sites Agreements. Roll
call vote: Yea -Hernandez,
Curtice, Howerter, Worthman.
No - None. There being no
further business, the meeting
adjourned at 7:16 p.m.
Mayor Marcus Kloepping
ATTEST:
City Clerk/Treasurer
Brandi Kloepping
Dec. 18, 2025
(272) znez

Notice

COZAD, NEBRASKA
DECEMBER 9, 2025
The regular meeting of the
Board of Public Works was
held at the Council Chamber
on December 9, 2025, at 12:00
p.m. Present: Young, Sladek,
Jacob, and Neill.  Absent:
none. Also present: Electric
Commissioner  Chris  White,
Water  Commissioner  Troy
Franzen and Council Mem-
ber Howerter. Notice of the
meeting was posted in ad-
vance at the City Office, Wil-
son Public Library and Post
Office. Each member was
notified of the meeting and
the proposed agenda. Board
Chairman Young informed
the public that a copy of the
Open Meetings Act is posted

in the Council Chambers. All
proceedings hereafter shown
were taken while the meeting
wasopentotheattendance of
the public. Motion was made
by Sladek, seconded by Neill
to waive the formal reading
for the minutes held on No-
vember 4, 2025, and approve
as presented/amend the
minutes to read: The Board
voted as follows: Aye: Neill,
Young, Jacob, and Sladek.
Nay: None Motion adopted.
The Board discussed Month-
ly Activities. Commissioner
White reported he is working
on data center contacts. Set-
ting Poles and trimming trees.
Plastics closed Dec. 5- Jan. 4th
to update power. They are
working with the contrac-
tors. Commissioner Franzen
reported that his meter proj-
ect is almost done. The bid
will open on January 29th for
the 12th street project. 222
HARDWARE-su-204.04, AMA-
ZON CAPITAL SERVICES, INC-
su-6631.08, BIG RED SUPPLY
AND RENTAL-su-2434, ARK |
CEl HoldCo, LLG-su-4797.63, AT
& T MOBILITY-ut-276.37, BER-
NARD MORSE-RE-44.10, BLACK
HILLS ~ ENERGY-ut-1790.42,
BOK FINANCIAL-ex-109711.25,
(ITY OF COZAD-ins-53355.14,
(ITY OF COZAD - RETIRE-
MEN-ins-6877.01, ary
OF  COZAD-TRANSFER  OF

FUND-tf-34764.77,  COUN-
TRY  PARTNERS  COOPER-
ATIVE-fu-3163.04, COZAD

AUTO SUPPLY-su-43.90,
COZAD  TELEPHONE (COM-
PANY-ut-747.64, CULLI-
GAN-su-71.02, DAWSON PEST
CONTROL-se-415.70, DOUBLE
EMBROIDERY-su-170.89,  EF-
FREN  AGUIORE-re-600.00,
EMC  INSURANCE  (O-
ins-152816.45  ELAN FINAN-
CIAL  SERVICES-ex-2934.20,
ELECTRICAL  ENGINNEERING
& EQUIP CO-su-270.98, FLASH
ELECTRIGsu-2498.73,  TREV-
OR GALSAS-re-66.00 HOME-
STEAD BANK-se-74.60, HOME-
TOWN  LEASING-su-379.78,
INTERNAL  REVENUE  SER-
VICE-ex-25903.56, ITRON
INGsu-5944.02, JOE COLLI-

(COTT-re-1200.00 JK ENERGY
CONSULTING,  LLGse-937.10,
JEO  CONSULTING ~ GROUP
ING-se-1389.00, JACK'S WELD-
ING-se-2360.42,  JOHNSON
SERVICE (0-se-58336.00,
LUIS NUNEZ-se-275.00, MEAD
BUILDING CENTERS-su-201.22,
MIKE MILLICAN-re-66.00, MU-
NICIPAL SUPPLY, INC. OF NE-
su-4686.94, NE DEPARTMENT
OF REVENUE-ex-25177.16, NE
DEPT OF WATER, ENERGY
AND ENVIORMENT-ex-115.00,
NE  GENERATOR  SERVICE

LLGse-1596.39, NE  DEPT
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALI-
TY-5e-26793.28,  NEBRASKA

PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT-se-
NE PUBLIC HEALTH ENVIRON-
MENTAL  LABS-se- 720.00,
NEONLINK-se-429.60,  ONE
CALL CONCEPTS, INC.-se-21.71,-
PETTY (CASH-ex-140.88,
PREMIER ~ POWER, LLG
5e-55675.00, PAULSEN, INC-
su-838.55, PROPRINTING AND
GRAPHICS-ex-278.71, PROTEC-
TIVE  EQUIPMENT-ex-126.65,
QUADIENT ~ FINANCE  USA,
INC.-su-1500.00,  SONNY'S
SUPER FOODS, INC-su-3.38,
SYNDICATE PUBLISHING
LLC-se-143.98, TURNER
TECHNOLOGY-se-2560.65,
TYE & ROWLING, PC LLO-
€x-229740,  UPS-se-226.35,
VESTIS-se-312.68, W BAR FIRE
EXTINGUISHERS LLC-su-322.61,
WESCO DISTRIBUTION, INC-
su-7711.82 Total - 1024119.97
Payroll total- 77268.63. Mo-
tion was made by Jacob,
seconded by Sladek to ap-
prove the bills as presented.
The board voted as follows:
Aye: Neill, Sladek, Jacob and
Young. Nay: None. Motion
adopted. Motion was made
by Neill, seconded by Ja-
cob, to adjourn the meeting.
The Board voted as follows:
Aye: Neill, Sladek, Jacob and
Young. Nay: None Motion ad-
opted. Meeting adjourned at
12:50 PM.

CHAIRMAN

SECRETARY
Dec. 18, 2025
(142) znez
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Classifieds &

THE VILLAGE OF FARNAM is now accepting ap-
plications for VILLAGE UTILITY SUPERINTENDENT.
To Apply contact: Greg Loomis, Village Chairman
605-848-2362, or email resume to: villageoffarnam.
clerk@gmail.com. The Village Superintendent is a
semi-independent position responsible for aiding
in the overseeing and managing the Village's public
works and infrastructure under the direction of the
Village Board, including roads, utilities, parks, and
buildings. Must have the ability and knowledge to
operate heavy machinery and equipment. The Su-
perintendent must also be able to address resident
complaints and concerns related to public works
services and ensure timely and efficient responses
to issues. Other preferred skills include problem
solving, communication, customer service, and other
necessary interpersonal skills to maintain working
relationships with vendors. This position will also
aid in accurate record maintenances as well as daily

and weekly work logs. *Must be able to lift a min-
imum of 50 pounds. *Special Requirements: Appli-
cants MUST become a certified water operator and
be able to obtain an applicators license for weed
control. Certification is not required prior to hire;
certification classes will be paid for by the Village.
Applicants MUST be able to pass a background check
and possess a valid driver's license; be reliable and
punctual. In summary, the Village Superintendent
plays a critical role in ensuring the safe, efficient,
and effective operation of the Village's public works
and infrastructure, while also serving as a key point
of contact for residents and stake holders. Experi-
ence with maintenance is preferred but willing to
train. Positions shall remain open until filled. Job
Type: Full-time; Monday through Friday; Weekends
as needed and for emergencies. Pay: $22.00/Hour;
Increase immediately upon certification; Mileage
Reimbursement.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING in over 150 newspa-
pers. Reach thousands of readers for $225/25 word
ad. Contact your local newspaper or call 1-800-369-
2850.

HELLO NEBRASKA! Introducing www.nepublic-
notices.com, a new public notice website presented
as a public service by all Nebraska newspapers.
Free access, fully searchable - because democracy
depends upon open government and your right to
know.

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop Creditor Ha-
rassment, Collection Calls, Repossession and Legal
Actions! Speak to a Professional Attorney and Get
the Help You NEED! Call NOW 844-215-3629

AFFORDABLE PRESS Release service. Send your
message to 155 newspapers across Nebraska for one
low price! Call 1-800-369-2850 or www.nebpress.
com for more details.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual In-
surance Company. Coverage for 350 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 1-855-490-4149 www.
dental50plus.com/81 #6258

RIDDER HEREFORD Ranch Annual Bull & Heifer
Sale. Thur Jan 29, Callaway, NE. Reputation cattle
with excellent carcass, growth, calving ease & dispo
sition. 402.450.0431 www.ridderranch.com

GET DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-877-688-4784

DOES YOUR basement or crawl space need some
attention? Call Thrasher Foundation Repair! A per-
manent solution for waterproofing, failing foun-
dations, sinking concrete and nasty crawl spaces.
FREE Inspection & Same Day Estimate. $250 off ANY
project with code GET250. Call 1-844-958-3431

BECOME A Published Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors
Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently
being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author's Guide 1-877-858-2822 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/Nebraska

WE BUY 8,000 cars a week. Sell your old, busted
or junk car with no hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell
your car to Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-855-910-0760
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Where was the location of
the FIRST Cozad Library?

Share your answer on our Facebook page.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Paddles
5. Sunscreen rating
8. Very fast airplane
11. Immune responses
13. "Partner" to feather
14. New England river
15. Longest river in New
Guinea
16. Midway between east
and southeast
17. Israeli politician
18. Back bones

21. One you can rely on
22. Dressed up gaudily
25. Representatives

30. Dog breed

31. Pitching statistic

32. Manpower

33. S. Korean entertainer
38. Outsourcing firm

41. Viceroy of Egypt under
Turkish rule

43. One who removes
antlers from a flower

45. Potluck dish

20. Consumed 48. Discount
SOLUTIONS 12-11-2025
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Weekly Crossword Sponsored by:

122 E. 7th Street
Cozad, NE 69130
308-784-4044 | cozadtel.net

49. Airborne (abbr.)

50. Cavalry sword

55. Basics

56. Hollywood director
Howard

57. Afflicted in mind or
body

59. Horsley and Majors
are two

60. Midway between north-
east and east

61. Spiritual leader of a
Jewish congregation
62. Malaysian isthmus
63. Fall back

64. Cheek

CLUES DOWN
1. Former CIA
2. Baseball's best pitchers
3. __ Nui, Easter Island
4. Invests in little enter-
prises
5. Constant
6. Hobby
7. A place to store food
8. Short-tail marten
9. Burn with a hot liquid
10. Left his heart in San
Francisco
12. Swedish krona
14. Legendary actor
Connery
19. French cleric
23. Former measure of
length for textiles
24. Opaque glassy sub-
stance
25. Residue of burned item

26. A place to unwind

27. Japanese honorific

28. Terminus

29. Fails to make a shot
34. Journalist Tarbell

35. College hoops tourna-
ment

36. Monetary unit of Macao
37. Of she

39. Spoke ill of

40. Elements

41. Kilocalorie (abbr.)

42. Shades

44. Poem of fourteen lines
45. Pole used in Scottish
sport

46. Hollyhocks genus

47. Street name for mari-
juana

48. Polio vaccine developer
51. Swiss river

52. Prejudice

53. Actor Idris

54. Confederate soldiers

58. Criticize
)
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100 E 8th St.
THEATER cozad, N

Dec 19" - Dec 25"

Search for Squarepants, PG

David, PG
Avatar: Fire and Ash, PG-13

Free: Prancer (2:00 Sat

Open Christmas Day!

Matinees on Saturday & Sunday
See website for dates and times

@WatchTheFox.com
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Reiman and Winter Compete Strong at 4-H National Exposition

COZAD LOCAL

The Dawson County 4-H Quiz Bowl team competed at
the North American International Livestock Exposition
(NAILE) in Louisville, KY. Team members were Carson Rei-
man and Samual Winter of Cozad and Greta Rickertsen of
Lexington. Coach Shannon Peterson of Gothenburg and
sponsor Cody Wolf of Cozad accompanied the group.

Reiman finished 7th overall, Winter 56th, and Rickert-
sen 70th out of 82 contestants. The team qualified for
nationals by winning the Champion title at the Premier
Animal Science Event at UNL this summer.

lllinois earned the team championship at NAILE, with
Kentucky taking reserve champion. Nineteen states
participated.

Dawson County’s Reserve Champion team, Bristol Mc-
Conville, Brooklyn Reiman, Matthew Rhoades, and Paige

NAILE is the world's largest all-breed, purebred live-
stock event, featuring nearly 27,000 entries across several
species. Participants came from 48 states, Canada, and
several international locations.
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Search this week’s paper for the
Christmasicons
listed below. Each icon is hidden somewhere
ex\ in the pages, twice!
“e“ Find them all, include the page numbers,
C)“ drop it off and be entered for a chance to win.
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How to Particip ate: 1. Find each icon on the list TWICE in this weeks issue. 4. Turn in your completed list before the next Thursday issue (just this form).
2. Fill in all the blanks with the page number where you found each duplicate. ~ *Mail or drop off entry at Cozad LOCAL - 201 West 8th - Cozad, NE 69130.
3. Each correct entry goes into a drawing for LOCAL Cozad gift cards. Cozad LOCAL c/o Christmas Contest

3,




