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FIRST-GENERATION

FEATURE

TRISTAN RIGGCS
(\F g We are proud to introduce our next, first-generation

. ?"_-f' 'gk""‘" feature, Tristan Riggs. Meet Tristan, a Cowley College
% € student and a member of the IMPACT/TRIO/Student

: Support Services program. Her goal is to pursue a
degree in Art Education. Originally from Conway
Springs, KS, she currently resides in Wellington, KS.
Here's a brief insight from Tristan into what it means
to her to be a first-generation student.

What does being a First-Generation student mean

IMPACT/TRIO STUDENT to YOU?

Art Education Major | am 27 years old, and | have two toddler sons. | remember

:Icﬂfggéf_ﬁmce” watching my parents struggle financially when | was
young. Without a degree | had very few career options
that would allow my family financial stability. | started to
realize that | was putting my children in the same position
that | grew up in. | want to do better for them and set a
good example. | hope that when my children are high
school graduates, they will see the value of college and
have the means and motivation to pursue a degree. The
most important thing for me is just to give them a better
leg up in life, and then | hope their children have an even
better head start!

What do you hope to do after you graduate from
Cowley?

| hope to teach middle school, high school, or even
college level art classes.

What piece of advice would you share with
incoming first-generation college students?
It's worth it! And there are lots of resources out there to
help you, (like IMPACT) find them and utilize them!
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